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District of Maryland^ to wit: 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this fifteenth day of De« 
cember, in the thirty-fourth year of the Independence of flie 
United States of America^ Jesse Lee of the said district, 
hath deposited in this office tlie Title of a Book the right where- 
of he claims as Author in tlie words following*. To wit ; *'- A 
Short History of the Methodists in the United States of Ame- 
rica ; Beginning in 1766, and continued till 1809; To which 
is prefixed a brief account of their rise in England in the 
year 1729, &c. By Jesse Lee, author of Lee's Life, and 
Chaplain to Congress." 

The Lord bath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad. PSALM cxxvi. 3. 

Come thou with us, and we will do thee good t for the Lord 
hath spoken good concerning Israd. kumb. x. 29. 

We will go with you, for we hate heard that God is with 
you. 2ACH. vxix. 23.** 

In conformity to the Act pf the Congress of the Uniud 
SUtes, entitled, " An Act lor the encouragement of Learn* 
ing by securing the cofues of Maps, Charts and Books to the 
Authors and Proprietors of such copies during the tinges there • 
in mentioned." And also to the Act, entitled, « An Act, 
8U|yplementary to the Act| entitled, " An Act for the encou- 
ragement of Learning, by Becuring the copies of Maps, Charts 
and Books to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies du« 
ring the times therein mentioned,** and extending the benefits 
thereof. to the Arts of Designing, Engraving and Etching Hiik« 

iorical and oth^ Prints. 

PHILIP MOORE, Clerk 
of the Ptttrict of Maryland. 






PREFACE. 



Mr. WESLEY, in a letter to a friend in Ame- 
rica, which was written a few weeks before he 
died, sayS) ^^ I have given a distinct account of the 
work of God, which has been wrought in Britain 
and Ireland, for more than half a century. We 
n'ant some of^ou to 'give us a connected relation, 
of what our L«ord has been doing in America, 
from the time that Richard Board man acceptc(l^ 
the invitation, and left his country to serve you.'^' 

In compliance with this request 1 have written 
the best account I could. Withal, it has long 
been the wish of many of the Methodist preach- 
ers and people in America, that some account of 
the rise and progress of the Methodists in these 
United States should be published, for the infor- 
mation of the world in general, and of our own 
societies in particular. And I believe no preach- 
er born in America has had a better opportunity 
of being thoroughly acquainted with the Method* 
ists than 1 have. When I became a member of 
the Methodist Society early in the Spring of 1774, 
there were but 1160 members in the whole of the 
United States. I continued four years as a pri« 
vate member; and five years more as a class* 
leader, exhorter and local preacher; and have 
since been regularly travelling ahd preaching 
for upwards of 26 years. I have also travelled 
extensively from St. Mary^s River in Georgia, 
to Passamaquoddy Bay in the District of Maine. 

As no person nas yet appd:ared willing to en* 
gage in this work, I have thought good, by the ad« 
vice, and with the consent of many of our prear^Ji- 
2rs, to publish the following Saoxix Histoey ; in 
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which I have been as careful as possible to state 
dates and facts^ such as I think will be for the in- 
formation and oonsolation of pious people. 

The materials from which J have chiefly com - 
piled this work, are the Minutes of the Annual 
arid General Conferences. The Societies having 
been formed by the labours of the preachers^ they 
have also been preserved as one body, united by- 
one spirit, by the blessing of God, by our rules 
and regulations formed at those conferences. The 
origin, increase, and establishment of the Socie- 
ties, must therefore be sought for chiefly in these 
records. 

I have insetted all the Minutes of importance^ 
1. Those which relate to Doctrines. 2. The rules 
by which the preachers are called to, and direct- 
ed in, the worK of the Ministry. 3. Those which 
were made at different times for the regulation, 
and-well'Ordering of the societies. And, 4. Those 
which concern strangers, or pe-sons not of our 
society. I have noticed these things at the times 
and places when they occurred. 

I have silso taken notice of the increase and de- 
crease of Methodism ; and in some cases have 
spoken of the places where .the greatest revivals 
have beeil : and also of particular declensions, 
and ]the causes which produced'them. 

X have consulted every author that I could find, 
which I thought would afford information on this 
subject ; especially Wesley ^s Journals, his Ec- 
clesiastical History, and his Life, written by Dr. 
Coke and Mr. Moore, and that by Dr. White- 
bead. Also, the Methodist Mertiorial, published 
by Mr. Atmore. Mr. W^illiam Myles's Chrono- 
logical History of, and Mr. Joseph Benson's A- 
r^ology for, the people called Methodists. Mr. 
jpraocis A^ury^s Journals, bound, and unbound. 
jkJjd *he Magazines published by tne Methodists. 
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Also, Mr; Fi-eebom Garrettson'g Ti-avels, an 
William Waters^s Lilc, published by iiimself.- 
I hatre also read over more than 2000 pages of ii 
own manuscript Journals, ami con:%ultcd mauj 
the travelling and local preachers^ in order to a 
certain historical facts^ and to find out uscf 
things which have never yet been published. 

There has been, in general, very many erro 

and imperfections in the Minutes of the Annii 

Conferences ; but I have used my utmost ende 

vours to avoid those errors, and to send into ti 

world the truth, the whole truth, and nothing b 

the truth. In order that every one may unde 

stand what the principles, doctrines, and disc 

pline of the Methodists are, and what is the eeo: 

oray and government of their Church and Soci 

tv. I.also wish the Methodists to see what gre 

tiunfi the Lord has done for them, and for the 

fitbers and friends before them. 

f desire to shew to all our societies and friend 
that the doctrines which we held and preached 
the beginning, we have continued to support ar 
maintam uniformly to the present day. We ha^ 
changed the economy and discipline of oi 
church at times, as we judged for the benefit ar 
happiness of our preachers and people ; and tl 
Lord has wonderfully owned and prospered u 
It may be seen from the following account, ho 
the Lord has, from very small beginnings, raise 
as up to he a great and prosperous people. It 
very certain, that the goodness of our doctrii 
and discipline, our manner of receiving preae! 
ers, and of sending them into different circuit 
and the frequent changes among them from oi 
circuit to another, not allowing them in gener 
to stay more than one year in a station or circui 
and in no case more than two years, has great 
contributed to the promotion of religiou, the ii 
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crease of oar societies^ and the happiness of our 
preachers. 

1 have in some cases stated things which took 
place among us, that were not approved of by 
all the preachers, and that were afterwards giveu 
up. I have likewise made mention of some of 
the errors of thq conferences and councils ; and 
of.the preachers who continued among us, as well 
as those who separated from us: that it may be 
seen and understood, that I have not written 
with partiality, and thereby kept back things 
necessary to be known. 

I am sorry to say, that some of the preachers 
who separated from us, became bitter enemies to 
us, and wrote and spoke many things against 
us which were not true : which things did no 
honour to the inventors or retailers of them. 

I have been particular in collecting the names 
of all the travelling preachers who have been iti- 
nerants, and have been so entered on the annual 
minutes, with the .dates when they began to tra- 
vel, and also when they stopped ; shewing at 
the same time, by certain marks, whether they 
were expelled or located ; or whether they died 
in the work, or left the connection. 

Withal, I have set down in it^s proper place, an 
account of the number of members m society for 
each year, with the increase or decrease of every 
year from the beginning of Methodism in the U- 
nited States to the present year, as far as I have 
been able to ascertain it. 

Whatever defects.are found in this history, (as 
there will likely be some) I hope will be consi- 
dered as owing to the want of better information ; 
as some improper information may have been ob- 
tai«ed from sojMe imperfect publications. I sin- 
cerely wish that it may be rendered a blessing to 
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those w^horeadit^ and to the Methodists in parti- 
ticular. 

May the Lord redeem os from all iniquity, and 
nake as meet to be partakers with the saints in 
light for Christ's sake. Amen. 

JElSSEi L£*£u 
Petersburg, Virginia. 
October 28, 18Q9 
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CHAPTER 1. 



Of tilt rise of the Methodists in England in 1729, 
to the beginning of Methodism in the United 
States ojAmericay in 1766. 

The Rev. John Wesley, (by the grace of God 
the Father and Founder of Methodism, and se- 
cond son of the Rev* Samuel Wesley) , Was born 
June 17, old style, 1703. In the year 1720, he en- 
tered a student in Christ Church College, Oxford, 
and soon after took his degree of bachelor of arts. 

Sept. 19, 1725, he was , ordained a deacon^ by 
Dr. Potter, at that time bishop of Oxford. 

Shortly after he preached his first sermon, at 
South Leigh, within two miles t)f Witney in Ox- 
fordshire. 

March 17, 1728, he was elected Fellow of Lin- 
coln College, Oxford. 

February 14, 1727, he took his degree of Mas* 
terof Arts. 

Septemfael- 22, 1728, he was ordained Priest, by 
tj^e samQ bishop. 
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Of the name of Methodist, as applied to Mn 
Wesley and his followers, the following account 
is given. Mr. John WeslcJy, and by his advice 
and example his brother Charles, when at Oxford ' 
had become deeply serious. They received the : 
sacranient weekly, and prevailed with two or 
three more young men to do the same. These 
young men occasionally met together, for the pur* it 
pose of assisting and encouraging each other in 
t^eir Situdied ana religious duties ; they also regu^* 
lated their employments by cei*taiti rules. Thif 
regularity procured them the distinguishing eni-< 
thet of jidethodists. This title was given in tnc 
first instance to Mr. Charles Wesley, by a fellow 
of Merton College, in allusion to an ancient col- 
lege of physiciatis at Ronie, who began to flou- 
rish about the time of Nero, and continued sevc-^ 
ral ages ; they were remarkable for puttmg their 
patients under regimen, and were therefore term- 
ed method^tSi This is^ the most acrcurate ac- i 
count ; for when Mr. Wesley si)eaks of this ap-* \ 
pellation, hei mehtiotis it only iii veiy general;] 
terms, without attempting io state at what period j 
of the sociiety it was first given. ,* The exact re-» ; 
gularity of their lives, as well a$ studies,'' says he, 
*^ occasioned ayoung gentleifian of Christ's Cnurch 
to say, * There i6 a ricrw seit of Methodists sprung , 
up.' The name was new an^ quaint, so it took 
immediately, and the Methodists were known all 
over the university." It would seem, then, from 
the above account, that the name was given to the 
young gentleman in consequence of the remarks 
of the fellow of M^rtoh College ; ^nd Mr. Wes- 
ley in his Journal refers to it after the name had 
become pretty general. One thing is certain, the 
name was first given at Oxford in the year 1729. 

Thus the society began and continued, till Mr. 
John Wesley went to Epwortb to assist his fa- 
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IS his curate. In his absence^ Jane 16, 1729, 
Z^barles Wesley, and one or two more, be- 
gain to meet to assist each other. In Nov. 
when Mr. John Wesley returned from Ep- 
I . the whole management of the society de- 
d upon him. The society at that time con- 
of the following persons — Mr. John Wes- 
ellow of Uncoln college ; Mr. Charles Wes- 
:udent of Christ's church ; Mr. Richard Mor- 
commoner of Christ's church ; and Mr. Kirk- 
of Merton college. The next year, two or 
of Mr. John Wesley's pupils desired the li- 
of meeting with them, and afterwards one 
J. Charles Wesley's pupils. In 17^, Mr. 
imin Ingham, of Queen's college, and Mr. 
ghton, of Exeter, were added to their num- 
In April in the same year, Mr. Clayton, of 
-en-Nose college, with two or three of his pu- 
ivere added. It was by his advice that they 
1 to observe the fasts of the ancient church, 
' Wednesday and Friday. About the same 
Mr. James Harvey, one of Mr. John Wes. 
pupils, was added to the society. And in 
ear 1735, Mr. Gkorge Whitefield, of Pem- 
; college, joined them. At that time they 
fourteen or fifteen in number, all of one 
apd of one mind. They formed rules for 
:gulation of their time and their studies ; for 
ig the scriptureSy and self-examination. — 
also visited the sicky and the j^rwoncr^, and 
red the Lord's Supper once a week, 
. John Wesley gives the following account 
J rise of Methodism. " In 1729, mv brother 
, by reading the Bible, saw inward and out- 
holiness therein ; followed after it, and in- 
others so to do. In 1737, we saw that this 
»8s comes by faith, and that men are justified 

5 they ai:e sanctified — But still holiness wa« 
>wt/' . 
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In the begioning of the year 1736, Mr. Wesley 
for the first time preached extempore, whicn 
practice is now followed by all the Methodist 
preachers. In the latter part of this year Mr. 
Wesley and his brother Charles consented to 
leave their native country, and to come over to A- 
merica as missionaries to the Indians ; and on the 
14th day of October 1735, they set off. After a 
passage of more than three months, they landed 
on the 6th of February 1736, over against Tybee, 
near Savannah, in Georgia. 

In April 1736, Mr. Wesley formed a society 
at his own house in Savannah, and instructed- 
them weekly in the things belonging to their 
peace. This he used to consider as the second 
rise of Methodism. But in the end of the follow- 
ing year, Mr. Wesley left America, and sailed 
from Charleston, in South-Carolina, for England 
on Deceniber 24th, 1737, and never more return- 
ed to Amcdea ; of course that society fell through, 
and there was no society of Methodists Ibrmed in 
that town for seventy years afterwards. It wa« 
not until the year 1807 that a regular Methodist 
society was formed in Savannah. Mr. Charles 
W^esley embarked for England in July 1736, a- 
bout six months after his arrival in Georgia. 

May 1, 1738, Mr. Wesley and some Moravian 
brethren formed thenaselves into a religious soci-. 
cty, which met at Fetter-lane, .in London.^ This 
"he calls in his Ecclesiastical History, vol. 4, page 
175, the third period of Methodism. Mr. Wes- 
ley, speaking of this society, says, ^^ Our little so- 
ciety began m London, when forty or fifty of us 
agreed to meet together every Wednesday even- 
ing, in order to a free conversation, began and 
ended with singing and prayer." 

They also formed themselves into little band^, 
un/il firew up rules to live by, nearly, if not quite 
//7 /he order 'j[ our present Baud IXajA^s, 
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it wa« no^ until the year 1739, that the Mcthod- 
sts were formed into regqlar feocieties. The rise 
pf these societies is thqs related by Mr. Wesley : 
' In the latter end of the year 1739, eight or ten 
persons came to me in London, who appeared to 
>e deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly groan- 
Qg for redemption. They desired, fis Aid two or 
hrec more the next day, that I would spend some 
irae with themin prayer, and advise them how 
flee from the wrath to come, which they saw 
continually hanging over their heads. That they 
night have more time for this great work, I ap- 
pointed a day when they might all come together, 
which from thence forward they did evei-y week, 
namely, on Thursday in the evening. To these, 
and as many more as desired to join with them, 
(for their number increased daily) I gave that ad- 
vice which I judged most needful for them, and we 
always concluded our meeting with prayer suited 
to their several necessities." This was the rise 
of the Methodist society, first in London and 
then in other places. Such a society is no other 
than '* a company of persons, having the form, 
and seeking the power of godliness ; united in 
order to pray together,.-to receive the word of ex- 
hortation, and to watch over one another in love, 
that they may help each other to work out their 
salvation.*' All the members of these societies 
were at liberty to commune in any church, or 
ivith any denomination, as they pleased. 

This must be considered the fourth period in 
Methodism. The first at Oxford in 1792 ; the 
second in America, ..at Savannah, in 1736— the 
third in London, in 1738 ; and now this in 1739. 
Thislastwas properly the first regular society 
that was fofmed, on the plan which has been pur- 
sued ever since. 

92 
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The first itinerant preachers who travelled un- 
der the direction of Mr. W^esley, engaged in that 
work in 1T4Q< His account of it is as follows : — 
after mentioning that he formed the first soctet^ iri 
1739, htt says, "^ After a time a young man nam- 
ed Thomas Maxfield^ came and desired to help 
m^ as a son in the gospel. Soon after came a se- 
cond, Thomas Richards ; then a third, Thomas^ 
Wtstall. These severally desired to serve me as 
sofis, and to labour when and where I should di- 
re^t.'^ We conclude that this was in the begia- 
pihg of the year 1740. 

iHOikidLs Maxfield, was the first Lay Preach- 
er that travelled under the direction of Mr. Wes- 
ley. 

In the latter end of the year 1740, Mr. Wesley 

?rinted a sermon a^inst the Cal vinistic notion of 
yedestioation, and sent a copy of it to commis- 
sary Garden, at Charleston in South- Carolina, 
where Mr. Whitefield then was. Mr. White- 
tieldy having some time before embraced tliat doc» 
trine, wrote aVeply, and published it in Ameri- 
ca. When he returned to England in 1741, he re- 
published jthis replj^ in London. The points in 
dispute were, 1, Unconditional election — 2,^Irre. 
sistible ^ace-r-3, Final perseverance. Each par- 
ty remained firm in his opinion, and a separation 
of course took place between them. From that 
time they had diflEerent places of worship, and 
formed diflferent societies. They had then two 
societies of Methodists, and Mr. Whitefield be- 
came the head, or leader, of the party that adher- 
ed to the Calvinistic doctrine of Predestination. 

Mr. George Whitefield came first to America 
in May 1738 ; he came over a second time in 1739, 
and then visrted New-England in 1740 — after- 
wards he returned to England; and j^ail^d with. . 
Messrs, Wesley§ in 1741. 
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In 1742^ •the societies having greatly increased, 
ihey were divided into classesy each class consist- 
ing of about twelve persons, who were committed 
to the care of one person styled the Leader. — Mr. 
Wesley observes on this occasion as follows : 

" Feb. 15. 1742 — Many of us were met toge^ 
ther in Bristol, to consult on a proper method of 
paying the public debt contracted by building ; 
ind it was agreed^ 1, That every member of the 
society that was able, should contribute a penny a 
week — 2, That the whole society should be divid- 
ed into little companies or classes, of about twelve 
ip each class — 3. That one person in each class 
should receive the contribution of the rest. Thus 
began, says he, that excellent institution, merely 
upon a temporal account, from which we have 
reaped so many spiritual blessings : we soon fixed 
tbes&me rule in all our societies.'^ 

April 9, 1742 — The first watch-night was held 
in London. It is said this custom began first at 
Kingswood by the colliers there, who, before 
their conversion, used to spend every Saturday 
night at tiie Ale-house. After they were taught 
better, they spent that night in prayer. Mr. 
Wesley hearing of it, ordered it first to be once a 
month, at the full of the Moon ; then once a quar- 
ter, and then recommended it to all his societies. 
Mr. Wesley says of it, " I was informed, that 
several persons in Kingswood frequently met to- 
gether, at the school, and (when they could spare 
the time) spent the greater part of the night in 
prayer and praise anq thanksgiving. Some ad- 
vised me to put an end to this ; but ujpon weigh- 
ing the thing thoroughly, and companng it with 
the practice of the ancient Christians, I could see 
no cause to forbid it. Rafhcr, I believed, it might 
be made of more general use. So. I sent them 
word, * I designed tp vwitch with them on the 
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Friday nearest the full of the moon, that we 
might have light thither and back again.' 1 gave 
public notice of this the Sunday before, and with* 
al, that 1 intended to preach,, desiring they, and 
they only, would meet me there, who could 
do it without prejudice to their business or fami- 
lies. On Friday abundance of people came. I 
began preaching between eight and nine, and we 
continued till a little beyond midnight, singing, 
praying and praising God." 

May 26, 1742 — Mr. Wesley visited Birstal, in 
the county of York, where be met with John 
NtlsoTij a Lay -Preacher, who was instrumental 
in turning many of his neiffhbours from darkness 
to light. After some time Mr. Nelson, who hear- 
tily joined Mr. Wesley in his work, published a 
journal of his travels and Christian experience, 
which has been rendered a blessing to thousandsji 
and is still in circulation among the Methodists' 
in the United States. 

In the year 1744, June 25, the first conference 
was held in London. Mr. Wesley invited the 
persons who attended, and also presided among 
them. There were six clergymen, and four tra- 
velling preachers present. The names of the 
clergymen were, John Wesley, Charles W^es^ 
ley, John Hodges, Henry Piers, SamueLTaylor, 
and John Meriton. The names o£.iha ^'reachers 
were, Thomas Maxfield, John Downs, Thomas 
Richards, and John Burnett. From this time the 
conference met every year under Mr. Wesley^s 
direction, at London, Bristpl, or Leeds; but he 
<iid not annually publish the Minutes till the vear 
1765. 

The subject of their deliberations at these con- 
ferences, were proposed iii the form of questions, 
which were fiiUy discussed, and then with the an- 
^wers written down^ and afterwards printed un- 
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der the title of ^^ Minutes of several conversation^ 
between the Rev. Mr. Wesley and others.'' But 
now they are called " The Minutes of the Confe- 
rence/^ 

On Friday, August 24, 1744, Mr. Wesley 
preached for the last time at Oxford, before the u- 
niversity. He had preached to them twice before, 
after he began to declare the truth in the fields and 
irighways. He then makes this observation, " I 
2LV^ now clear of the blood of these men — I have 
ftiHy delivered mv own soul ; and am well pleased 
that it should be the very day on which, in the last 
century, near two thousand burning and shining 
lights were put out at one stroke. Yet what a 
wide difference is there between their case and 
mne-! They were turned out of house and home, 
and a)!l that they had ; whereas I am only hinder- 
ed Srom preaching, without any other loss ; and 
that in akind of honourable manner ; it being de- 
termined, that when my next turn to preach 
comes, they will pay another person to preach for 
mc.'^ And so they did twice or thrice ; even to 
the time of his resigning his fellowship. 

December 25, 1744 — Mr. Wesley drew up di- 
rections for the Band Societies, 4ind recommend- 
c(l tliem, with the Band Jlules. 

I will here insert the friendly Epistle to the Rc^ 
verend Mr, George Whitejield, which was writ- 
ten in the year 1755, by the Reverend Charles 
Wesley, A. M. 

COME on, my Whitefield ! (since the strife is pastj 
And friends at firat are friends ag£un at last) 
Our hands, and hearts, and counsels let us join 
In mutual lea^e, t'advance the work Divine. 
Our one contention now, our single aim. 
To pluck poor souls as brands out of the flame ; 
To spread the victory of tliat bloody cross, 
Andg'ssp our latest breatli in \X\t Redeemer's e^\xst. 
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* 
Too \ongt ftlai ! we gm to SftUn place» 
When party^seal put on an Rngel's face, 
. Too long we Ust'ned to the cozening fiend, 
Whose trumpet sounded, " For the faith contend ?" 
With hasty blindfold rage, in error*6 night, 
How did we with our felloW'Soldiers fight ! 
We could not then oui% father's children know. 
But each mistook bis brother for his foe. 
*' Foes to the truth, can you in conscience spare ? 
*• Tejsr them, (the tempter cry'd) in pieces, tear l" 
So thick the datknesS, so confus'd the noise. 
We took the stranger's for the Shepherd's voice ; 
- Rash nature wav*d the controversial sword. 
On fire to fight the baitles of the Lord, 
Fraternal lore from every breast was driv'n. 
And bleeding Charity return'd to heaven. 

The SAyix>uR saw our strife with pitying eye. 
And cast a look tliat made the shadows fly .* 
Soon as the day-spring in his presence shone. 
We found the tvro fierce armies were but one ; 
Common our hope, and family, and name. 
Our tirms, our Captain, and our crown the same,' 
Enlisted all beii^ath Immanuel's sign, 
Andpurcbas'd every soul with precious blood divine. 

Then let jas cordially again embrace. 
Nor e'er infringe the league of gospel-grace ; 
l^ei us in Jesus' name to battle go. 
And turn our arms against t^e common foe ; 
/ Fight side by side beneath our Captain's eye, 
Chace the Philistines, on tlieir shoulders fiy. 
And, m6re than conquerors, in the harness die- 

For whether I am born to " bluth above,'** 
On earth suspicious of electing love. 
Or you o'erwhelm'd with lionourable shame. 
To shout the universal Saviour's Name, 
// mutters not ; if, all our conflicts past. 



i 
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Before the great «rUte throne we meet at la&t * 
Our only care, while-flojouminj^ below» 
Our real Faith by real Lore to show s 
To blast the aliens* hope, and let them sec 
How fiiendb of jarring^ sentiments agree : 
)f ot in a party's narrow banks confih'd. 
Not by a sameness of opiiupns joinM, 
' But cemented with the Redeemer's blood. 
And bound together in the heart of Go p. 

• 

Can we fbrget Ir^m wfaenee our union c/iine^ 
When first we simply met in Jasus* name ? 
'The name mysterious of the Ood unkvown^ 
ithose secret love allur'd, and drew us on 
Thro* a long, lonely, leg^ wildemessi 
To find the promis'd land of gospel peace. 
True yoke-fellows, we then agreed to draw 

TV intolerable burden of the Law, 
And jointly labVing on with zealous strife* 
Strengthened each other^s hands to work ybr Lifei 
To turn against the world otir steady fac^ 
And, valiant for the truths enjoy disgrace* 

Then, when we 8erv*d our God thro* fear alone^ 
Our views, our studies, and ottr hearts were one : 
Ko smallest difference damp'd the social flame : 
In Moses' school we thought, and spake the same : 
And must we^ now in CnniiT, i^ith shame confess^ 
Our lovd was greater when our light was less ? 
When darkly thro' a glass ^th servile awe. 
We first the spiritual commandment saw^ 
Ceuld we not.then, our mutual love to show. 
Thro' fire and water for each other go ? 
We could : — we did :-^In a strange land I stoodi 
And beckon'd th^e tb cross th' Atlantic flood : 
With true affection wing'dj thy ready mind. 
Left counti^, fame, and ease, and fr idnds behind. 
And, eager all heavVs counsels to explore. 
Flew thro* thewatry world and grwp'd t^e A<3ite. 
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Nor did' I linger, at my friends desire. 
To tempt the furnace, and abide the fire : 
When suddenly sent fiwlh, from the high -ways 
I caird poor outcasts to the feast of grace ; 
Urg'd to pursue the work by thee begun, 
Thro* good and ill report I still ruah*d on. 
Nor felt the fire of popular applause. 
Nor fear'd the tort'ring flame in such a glorious cause* 

^h ! wherefore did we ever seem to part. 
Or clasli in sentiment, while one in heart ? « 
What dire derice did the old Serpent find. 
To put asunder those whohi God had join'd I 
From folly and self-love Opinion rose. 
To sever friends who never yet were foes / 
To baffle and (livert our noblest aim. 
Confound our pride, and cover us with shame ; 
To make us blush beneath her short-lived poVr, 
And glad the world with one triumphant hour. 

But lo ! the snare is broke, the captive's freed. 
By FJith on all the hostile powers we tread. 
And crush thro* Jesus* strength the Serpents head., 
Jesus hath cast the curst Accuser down. 
Hath rooted up the tares by Satan sown c 
Kindled anew the never-dying flame. 
And re-baptiz'd our souls into his Name., 
Soon as the virtue of his Name we feel. 
The storm of strife subsides, the sea is st^I, 
All nature bows to his benign command. 
And two are one in his Almighty hand. 
One in his hand, O may we still remain. 
Fast bound with love's indissoluble chain ; 
(That adamant which time and death defies. 
That golden chain which draws us to the skies !) 
His love the tie that binds us to his throne. 
His love the bond that perfects us in one ; 
His love (kt aU the ground of friendship see) 
HU only lave constru&s our hearts fagrse, 
And gives the rivet of Etermly \ 
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[745. — This year Mr. Wesley began to commie 
I Christian Library^ and completed it in nily 
ames duodecimo. He published it under the 
owing title : ^^ A Christian Library^ consisting 
Extracts from, and Abridgments of, the choi- 
t pieces of Practical Divinity, which have been 
}lished in the English tongue.'' 
.760. — In this year a great revival ef religion 
k place among the Methodists. Many per- 
is, men and women, professed to be cleansed 
m all unrighteousness and made perfect in love 
a moment ; often while hearing the word, but 
>re frequently while at prayer, or while others 
Te praying for them. Mr. Wesley thus spealqs 
it: ^ Here began that glorious work of sancti 
ation, v/hich had been nearly at a stand for 
^cnty years. From time to time it Mwead, first 
roogh various parts of Yorkshii-c, afterwards in 
)ndon, (hen through most parts of England ; 
It to Dublin, Limerick, and through all the 
ith and west of Ireland ; and wherever the* work 
sanctification increased, the whole work of God 
Teased in all it's branches. Many were con- 
i^cdofsin, many justified, and many backslid- 

healed.'' 
763. — The conference was held in London, on 

19th of July. All the minutes of the former 
iferenccs, respecting discipline, were now for 

first time published. It appears from their 
mtes that a great deal of business was donem 
!w days. 1 will enter one of their questions 
I answers, respecting their taking -a preacher 
» the travelling connection. 
}. What method may we use ki receiving a 
per ? 

t A proper time for doing this is at a eonfe* 
cc, after solemn fasting and prayer. We may 
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.1 receive him as a probationer^ by giving hi 
minutes of the conference inscribed thus : 

" ToAB. 

^ You think it jour duty to call sinners to r 

otance^ Make full proof hereof, and we sht 

; glad to receive you as a fellow -labourer. 

" Observe, you are not to ramble up and dow 

it to go where the Assistant directs, and the 

nlv. 

" Let him then read, and carefully weigh wh 
5 contained therein, and see whether he can agn 
.0 it or not. "If he can, let him come to the ne: 
conference, where, after examination, fasting ar 
praver, he majr be received into full connecti( 
with us, by giving him the minutes, inscribe 
thus : 

" So long as you freely consent to, and earncs 
ly Endeavour to walk by these rules, we shall r 
joice to acknowledge you as a fellow labourer/^ 

From this it may be seen, that Mr. Wesley ai 
the conference at that time, only required a pi 
bationiliT state of one year, in order to be adnr 
ted into rail connection among the travelling pr 
chers. 

However, in 1784, the conference thought ) 
per to lengthen out the time of their probatio 
four years, before the young preachers coulc 
admitted into full connection. 

At that time all the travelling preachers ^ 
called helpers, t. c. helpers of Mr. Wesley ; 
were AssistantSj and others Preachers. 

1764. — Mr. Myles says, " In the bcginn? 
this year, Mr. Erskine re-published in Se( 
Mr. Hwvcy'ff Eleven Letters, and spread 
with all his might. They prejudiced the ' 
against the Methodists' doctrine, and hi' 
the prosperity of the work. These letters 
iMrm m England. Mr. Wesley and Mr 
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masterly answers to them. It was after- 
known^ that a Mr. Cud worthy a violent 
3mian, had written the most virulent passa- 
these letters." 
ing considered a few particulars respecting 

{inning and progress of Methodism in Eu- 
come now to the beginning of Methodism 
United States of America, 
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CHAPTER ir. 

From the beginning of the first Society in New- 
York i7i 1766, to the first Conference^ which 
was held in America in 1773. 

Previous to the year 17G6, soire of the mera-. : 
bers of the Methodist Society from Europe, settled 
• in the United States (then British colonies) bat 
were scattered about as sheep having neither fold 
nor shepherd. In the beginning of the year 1766 
tbe"fir8t permanent Methodist society was formed 
in the city of New-York. Mr. FhUip Embury^ 
an Irishman, began to hold meetings in his own 
house, and to sinj^ and pray with as many as 
would assemble with him. Soon after that, be 
collected and joined a few of them together in so- 
ciety, chiefly of his own countrymen. In about 
three months alter, Mr. Whitey and Mr. Sa/ust^ 
from Dublin, joined'with them. 

They thta rented an empty room in their neigh- 
bourhood adjoining the barracks, in which they 
held their meetings for a season : yet but few 
thought it worth their while to assemble with them 
in so contemptible a place. Some time after that^ 
captain Thomas Webb, (a) barrack-master at Al- 
bany, found them out. and preached among them 
in his regimentals. The novelty of a man preach- 
ing in a scarlet coat, soon brought great numbers 
tt) iiear^ more thaa the room could contain. Some 
more or the inhabitants joining the society, they 
then united and hired a rigging loft to meet in, 
that would contain a large congregation. There 
Mr. Elmbury used to exhort and preach frequently. 

(a) Caf tain Webb was a lientenaot in the army that conquefed 
d^Aimda, modfaok H from the French. He lost one eye hi the battle 
tfntke^JsUoB of i4^rjlham, at the lakin; Ibe c\ty ol C^'^Vitc. 
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There are a few persons still livin|p in New- 
York^ who formerly met with the society in the 
rimng-loft ; and are pleased at the-recollection of 
wnat tne Lord did for them in their little society, 
when they were weak and ignorant in the things 
of reli^on ; but were united together in christian 
tove and fellowship, and were willing to be de- 
spised for the sake of their Lord and master. 

Not long after the society was formed in New- 

York, Robert Strawbridgty from Ireland, who 

had settled in Frederick county^ in the state of 

Miryland, began to hold meetings in public, a^d 

joined a society together near Pipe Creek. Mr. 

Strawbridge was a useful man, and zealous in 

the cause of God ; and spent much of his time in 

prtadiingthe gospel in different places before any 

regahr preachers were sent over by Mr. Wesley 

to this country. 

The first Methodist meeting house that was 
built in the United States, was that in New- York. 
By the influence of captain Webb, the society 
purchased a lot of ground in John -street, for the 
purpose of building a house for public worship. — 
Tbe house was buut in 1768, and was sufficiently 
large to hold twelve or fourteen hundred people. 
Chi the 30th day of October, 1768, it was first •- 
pened for divine service, and Mr. Kmbury preach- 
ed the dedication sermon. This was about twelve 
months before we had any circuit preachers in A- 
meriea. 

There was another meeting house built by Mr, 
Strawbridge and his society, near Pipe Creek in 
Maryland, called the Log Meeting-House, which 
was erected for the use of the first Methodist so- 
ciety that was formed in that county. 

llie new meeting house in the city of New- 
York^ was first called Wtslttf^ Chapclj which 
c2 
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.name it bore for several years after the itinerant 
preachers came to this country. 

lu 1769, Mr. Wesley says in his Ecclesiastical 

, History, vol. 4, page 261, '' Tuesday, August 1, 
our conference began at Leeds. On Thursday I 

; mentioned the case of our brethren at New-York. 

. For some years past, several of our brethren 
from England and Ireland, (and some of them 

. preachers,) had settled in I^orth America, and 
had in various places formed societies, partieo- 
larty in Philadelphia and New- York. The soci- 

. ety at New- York had lately built a commodious 
prpaching-house, and now desired our help, be^ 
ing in great want of money, but much' more of 

. preachers. Twoof our preachers, Richard Board- 
man and Joseph Pillmore, willingly offered them- 
selves for the service ; by whom we determined 
to send over fifty pounds, as a token of our bro- 
therly love." 

Mr. Boardman and Mr. Pillmore came over to 
America from that conference, and landed at 
Gloucester Point, six miles below Philadelphia, 

. on the 24th day of October. These were the first 
regular itinerant Methodist preachers that ever 
came to these United States. Mr. Boardman had 

. been an itinerant preacher in Europe for six years, 

. und Mr. Pillmore for four years, before they came 

. to this country as missionaries^ a work for which 

.they wefe well qualified, and m which they were 
owned and honoured of God, and made a bles- 
sing to tl|ottsands. 

I Soon after the two preachers mentioned abov<3 
had arrived at Philadelphia, Mr. Robert Willi- 
ams came over. -He had been a local preacher in 
England, and had received a permit from Mr. 

. Wesley to preach in America, under the direc- 

, tion of the regular missionaries. Mr. Williams, 

Aofrever/wks not sent Qver by Mx*W^*ky,— ^ 
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His coming to America was partly owing totem- 
poral business^ and^ withal, feeling a particular 
desire to preach the gospel in America^ he had 
given his word to a Methodiat man in Ireland^ 
that if he (Mr. Ashton) would come over to live 
ID America, he would accompany him across the 
Atlantic. Mr. Williams was an Englishman, but 
not a travelling preacher at that time. At length 
he heard that mr. Ashton had embarked for A- 
merica^.and, according to his promise, he hurried 
dQwn to the town near to which the ship lay, sold 
his horse to pay his debts^ and taking his saddle- 
bags on his arm, set ofif for the ship, with a loaf 
ef bread and a bottle of milk, and no money to 
pay his passage. His good friend Ashton provid- 
ed for him and paid his passage, and they came 
over together. As soon as Mr. Williams landed 
he went to New- York, where he preached in 
U^sley^s Chapel, before either of tiie other itin- 
erant preachers came to that city. Although Mr. 
Williams had come to this country of his own ac- 
cord, the preachers and people encouraged him in 
his labpurs in.spreadin^ the gospel. On the first 
of Noveimber he visited Mr. Fillmore in Philadel 
phia, and then went on to Maryland. 

As soon as Mr. Boardman and Mr. Pillmore 
came to Philadelphia, they began their ministerial 
labours ; and soon be^n to preach on the cpm- 
roons^ or in the fields, m the open air, where some 
thousands of people gathered together to hear the 
word of the Lord. At the close of the month in 
which they landed Mr. Pillmore wrote a letter to 
Mr, Wesley, of which the following is an extract : 

Philadelphia, Oct. 31, 1769. 
Reverend Sir, 
*^ By ' the blessing of God we arc safe , arrived 
here »dQr st tedious passage of uiue NVt^l^JS* 
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'^ We were net a little surprised to find captain 
Webb in town^ and a society of about a hundred 
members, who desire to be in close connection 
with you. This is the Lord^s doing, and it is mar 
velious in our eyes* 

^^ 1 have preaehed several times, and the people 
flock to hear in multitudes. Sunday evening I 
went out upon the common. I had the Stage ap- 
pointed for the horse-race, for my pulpit, and I 
think between four and nve thousand hearers, 
who heard with attention, still as night. Blesweti 
be God for field-preaching ! When 1 began to 
talk of preaching at five o'clock in the morningi 
the people thougnt it would not answer in Amtrt- 
ca : however I resolved to try, and had a very 
good congregation. 

^^ Here seems to be a great and effectual door 
opening in this country, and I hope many tools 
will be gathered in. The people in general like to 
iiear the word, and seem to have some ideas of 
salvation by grace." 

Some time after this, John Kiptg arrived from 
London. He waited on Mr. Fillmore in Phila- 
delphia, and desired to be employed as a preacher : 
but having no licence from Mr. Wesley, nor any 
recommendation from the preachers in Europe, 
he could not be admitted. However, this young 
man determined to preach; and appointed to 

E reach in the Potters -Field. Some or the mem- 
ers of the society heard him, and told Mr. Pill- 
more that he appeared to be a good hearted zea<. 
lous young man, and wished he might be encou- 
raged. After examination he was permitted to 
make a trial before the congregation ; and as he 
appeared io be engaged for Grod^ he received a 
licence from the preacher to go down to Wil- 
mington, and exhort among a few people, who 
frere esmestljr seeking the jLw4. ThVtk yf w the 
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beginning of his preaching in America. After- 
wards he went down to Maryland, and with Ro- 
bert Williams and Robert Strawbridge, began a 
good ^'ork in Baltimore county^ and in some 
other parts of the state. 

The preachers during the following winter, 
spent most of their time in Philadelphia and New- 
Yorky one of them at a time, remaining in each 
dty, and interchanging as iney tboaght best for 
themselves^ and for the people under their direc- 
tion. 

1770. — In the coarse of this year, the preachers 
eidarged their borders, and preached considera- 
bly inthestate of New -Jersey ; and went beyond 
"ifew-Yoric as far as West-Chester, and New- 
lUcbelle, preaching the Gospel to many attentive 
hetren. 

Tbc Roles bv which the societies were then go- 
verned, were tne same that Mr. Wesley had pre vi. 
oasly drawn up in England, and have with very 
little alteration been continued among us ever since, 
and are as follows : 

The nature, design, and general rules of our 
united societies. 

1. Id the latter end of the year 1739, eight or 
ten persons came to me in London, who appeared 
to be deeply convinced of sin, and earnestly groan- 
ing for redemption. They desired (as did two or 
three mere the next day) that I would spend some 
time with them in prayer, and advise them how 
to flee from the wrath to come ; which they saw 
continually hangin^^ over their heads. That we 
might have more time for this great work, I ap- 
pointed a day when they might all come together, 
which from thence forward they did every week, 
namely on Thursday in the evening. To these, 
and as many more as desired to join with them, (for 
their aumber iacretiscd daily) I gta,vfc V\mo&^ ^4h\- 
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CCS from time to time, which I judged most need- 
ful for them : and wc always cencloded our mee- 
tings with prayer suited to their several necessi- 
ties. 

2. This was the rise of the United Society, 
first in London, and then in other places. Such a 
society, is no other than a company of men hav- 
ing the form and seeking the power of godliness^ 
united in order to pray together, to receive the 
word of exlwrtatioifiy and to tvatch over one ano- 
ther in love j that they may help each other to 
work out their salvation.^^ 

3. That it may the more easily be discerned, 
whether they are indeed working out their own 
salvation, each society is divided into smaller 

companies, called Classes, according to their re- 
spective places of abode. There are about twelve 
persons in every class : one of whom is stiied The 
Leader,-^lt is nis business, ^ 

I. To see each person in his class once a week at 
, least, in order 

I. To enquire how their souls prosper. 

a. To advise, reprove, comfort or exhort, as occa- 
sion may require. 

3. To receive what they are willing to give, to- 
wards the relief of the poor. 

II. To meet the ministers and the stewards of the 

society once a week, in order, 
'1. To inform the minister of any that are sick, or 
of any that walk disorderly, and will not 
be reproved. 
3. To pay to the stewards what they have received 
01 the several classes in the week preced- 
ing. 
, 4'. There is one only condition previously requir- 
ed of those who desire admission into these socie- 
ties, a desire to flee from the wrath to come, i. e, 
a desire to be saved from their sins. But where- 
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ever this is really fixed in the soul^ it will be shewn 
by it's fruits. It is therefore expected of all who 
continue therein^ that they should continue to evi> 
dence their desire of salvation^ 

First — By .doing no harm, by avoiding evil of 
every kind ; 'especially that which is most general- 
ly praetised: such as 

The taking the name of God in vain ; 

The prophaning the day of the Lord, either by 
doing ordinary work thereon,, or by buying or sell- 

ing. _ • 

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous Ii< 
qaors ; or drinking them, unless in cases of neces- 

Fightings quarrelling, brawling, brother goinf^ 
\ Maw with brother, returning evil for evil, or rail- 
ing for railing, the using many worda in buying or 

selling. 

The buying or selling of goods that have not 
paid the duty. 

The giving or taking- things on usury ^ i. e. un- 
lawful mterest : 

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation ; 
particularly speaking evil of magistrates or of mi- 
nisters : 

Doing to others as w^e would not they should do 
unto us : 

Doing what we know is not for the glory of 
God : As « 

The putting on of gold orxostly apparel : ' 

The taking such diversions as cannot be used in 
the name of the Lord Jesus : 

The singing those songs, or reading those 
iooksy which do not tend to the knowledge or love 
of God: 

Softness and needless self-indulgence : 

Laying up treasure upon earth : 

Bon owing without a probability of paying; ot^- 



32 A SttOftT HISTORY £1770 

takrng up goods without a probability of paying 
for them. 

5. — It IB expected of all who continue in these 
societies, that they should continue to evidence 
their desire of salvation : 

Secondly, By doing good^ by being in every 
kind merciful after their power, as they have op- 
portunity, doing good of every possible sort, and 
as far as is possible, to all men : 

To their bodies, of the ability which Gk)d giv* 
cth, L>y giving food to the hungr}', by cloathing 
the naked, by visiting or helping them that are 
sick, or in prison. 

To their souls, by instructing, reproving or ex- 
horting all we have any intercourse with ; tramp- 
ling under foot that enthusiastic doctrine, that 
*^ we are not to do good, unless our hearts befrtt 

to it:' 

By doing good, especially to them that are of 
the household of faith, or groaning so to be ; em- 
ployTng them preferably to others, buying one of 
another, helping each other in business ; and so 
much the more, because the world will love it's 
own and them only. 

By all possible diligence and frugality, that 
the gospel be not blamed.- 

By running with patience the race that is set 
before them, demfing themselves, and taking up 
their cross daily ; submitting to bear the reproack 
of Christ, to be as the filth and off- scouring of 
the world : and looking that men should say all 
manner of evil of them falsely for the Lord's 
sake, 

6. — It is expected of all who continue in these 
societies, that they should continue to eyidence 
their desire of salvation : 

Thirdly, By attcndinj^ upon all the ordinances 
of Gk>d : such are 
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The public worship of God : 

The ministry of the word, either read or ex- 
pounded : 

The supper of the Lord ; 

Family and private prayer ; 

Searching the scriptures, and 

Fastingj or abstinence, 

7. — These are the general rules of our pocieties, 

all which we are taxjght of God to observe, even 

ia his written word*, which is the only rule, and 

the sufficient rule both of our faith and practice. 

And all these we know his Spirit writes on every 

truly awakened heart. If there be any among us 

who observe them not, who habitually break 

any of them, let it be made known unto them 

who watch over that soul, as they that must give 

Auaeeount. We will admonish him of the error 

of his ways : we will bear with him for a season. 
But then, if he repeat not, he hath no more place 
«raoDg us. We liave delivcreil our own souls. 

JOHN WESLEY. 
CHARI^ES WESLEV. 

These wcc the general rules which were first in- 
troduced among us, and which have continued 
among us from the beginning ; and they have 
been admired, not only by the Methodists them- 
selves, but also by most religious people of other 
denominations. 

It will be necessary to insert here the iiiles of 
Ihe Band societies. 

Three, four, or five true believers, who have 
tonfidence in each other, form a Band. Only it 
is to be observed, ihat in each of these bands all 
must be men, or all viTJomcn ; and all married oi», 
allsinscle. 

Rules of the Band Societies, Draion up JDe* 

cemicr 25, IT38. 
*^-The design of our meeting is to obey that cQm- 
mand of Go\yy Confess your faults one to o^ito- 
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/Aer, and ptay one for ^another, that you may 
be healed. 

To this end we agree, 

1. To meet once a week, at the least. j 

2. To come punctually at the hour appointed 
tvithout some extraordinary reason. 

3. To begin (those of us who are present) ex- 
actly at the hour with singing or prayer. 

4. To speak, each of us in order, freely and 
plainly the true state of our souls, with the faults 
we have committed in thought^ word, or deed, 
and the temptations we have felt since our last 
meeting. 

5. To end every nveeting with prayer,, suited 
to the state of each person present. 

6. To desire some person among us to speak 
HIS own state first, and then to ask the rest in or- 
der, as many and as searching questions as may 
be, concerning their state, sins, and temptations; 

Some of the (]^uestions proposed to every one 
before he is admitted among us, may be to this 
effect : 

1. Have you the forgiveness of your sins ? 

*J. Have you peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ ? 

3. Have you the witness of God's Spirit with 
your Spirit, that you are a child of God ? 

4. Is the love of God shed abroad in your 
heart? . 

5. Has no sin, inward or outward, dominioa 
over you ? 

6. Do you dcsirei to be told of your faults ? 

7. Do you desir^e to be told of all your faults ^ 
ftnd that plain and home? 

8. Do you desire, that every one of us should 
tell you, from time to time, whatsoever is in m^ 
heart concerning you ? , ^ 

9. Consider ! Do you desire we should tell you 
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whatsoever we think, Whatsoever w© fear, what- 
)ever we hear, concerning you ? 

10. Do you desire, that in doing this we should 
3me as close as possible, that we should cut to 
le quick, and isearch your heart to the bottom ? 

11. Is it your desire and design to be on this 
nd all other occasions entirely open, so as to 
peak every thiog that is in your heart, without 
xception, without disguise, and without reserve ? 

Any of the preceding questions may be^sked 
IS often, as .occasion oficrs : the five following at . 
every meeting. 

1. What known sins have you committed since 
our last meeting ? 

1 What temptations have you met with ? 

3. IJow was you delivered ? < 

4. What have you thought, said, or done, of 
which you doubt whether it be sin or not ? 

5. Have* you nothing you Tlesire to keep se- 
cret? 

Directions given Yo iJie JBand Societies, De- 
cember's, 1744. 

You are supposed to have the Faith that over- 
Cometh the world. To you therefore it is not 
grievous, 

I. Carefully to abstain from doing evil ; in 
particular, 

1. Neitner to buy nor sell any thing at all on 
the Lord's day. 

2. To taste no spirituous liquor, no dram of 
any kind, unless prescribed by a physician. 

3. To be at a word both in buying and sell- 
ing. ^ 

4. To pawn noihinc;. «• W 

5. Not to mention the faiijf of any behind his 
hack^ and to stop those snort that do. 

6. To wear no needless ornaments, such as 
rings, ear-rings, necklaces, lace, ruffles. 

7. To use «o needless self indulgence, such as 
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taking sniiflf or tobacco^ unless prescribed by a 
physician. 

II. Zealously to maintain good works ; in par- 
ticular, 

1. To give alms bf such things as you possess^ 
and that to the uttermost x)f your power. 

2; To reprovt all that sin in your sight, and 
that in love, and meekness of wisdom. 

S. To be patterns 6{ diligence and frugality, of 
selfdenialy and taking up the cross daily. 

III. Constantly to attend on all the ordinances 
of God ; in particular, 

1. To be at church, and at the Lord's table 
every week, and at every public meeting of the 
bands. 

2. To attend the ministry of the word evej7 
morning, uiiless distance^ business, or sickness 
prevent. 

3. To use private pf ayer every day, and family 
prayer, if yoO are the head of a family. 

4. To read the Scriptures, and meditate there- 
on, at every vacatit hoilr. And, 

5. To observe, &s days of fasting or abstinence, 
all Fridays in the year.'^ 

In the course of this year, 1770, Mr* George 
Whitefield passed through Philadelphia, on his 
way to the North, and Calling on our preachers 

. v*^ho were iQ the city, he expressed to them his 
great satisfaction at lindlng them in this country, 
where there was such a great call for faithful la- 
bourers in the vineyard of their Lord. From 
thence Mr. Whitefield went on through all the 

' New England states; and on his return he preach- 
iH his last sermon in Exeter, in New-Hampshire 
state, ou the top of a hogshead by the meeting 
house, the house being too small to contain the 
congregation. His text was 2. Cor. 13, 6.... Exa- 
mine yourselves whether ye be in the faith. He 
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spake with much animation ; and after meeting 
he rode to Ncwburyport in the state of Massachu- 
setts ; but on the road he complained of a short- 
ness of breath, occasioned by the asthma. But 
said ^^ Another puipit sweat or two will cure me/^ 
That night he" rested but poorly. The next morn- 

I ing his complaint was oiiich worse ; he prayed de-. 
voutly for the world in general, and for the or- 
phans at his Orphan House in Georgia in particu- 

I lar ; and withal requested, that if his work was 

I. done, that the Lord would take him to himself — 
Soon after which he died on his knees, on Septem- 
ber 30, 1770, which was exactly 30 years to a day 
from the first time that he ever preached in that 
town. The first time he ever travelled through 
t\ialpart of the country was in the year 1740. In 

\ his joamal of this journey he says, '^ Tuesday ^ 
Sept, 30, preached at Ipstvich about 10 in the mor- 
ning, to some thousands ; — -the Lord gave me free- 

I dom, and there was a great melting in thexjongre- 
gation. Dined, set out and reached Newbury, ^n-, 
other large town, twelve miles distant froni Tp- 
swichj about 3. Here again the Lord accompa- 
, nied the word with his power. The meeting-hgusc 
was very large, many ministers were present, and 
people were greatly aflfected. Blessed be God, his 
divine power attends us more and more. Took 
ferry immrediately after sermon ; went with Mr. 
Cotton f minister of the place, whocam6'i'a,irieet mc 
ia a chaise to Hampton, another great town, nine 
miles from Newbury,*^ 

Mr. Whitefield had often felt his soul so much 
comforted in preaching in the Presbyterian mec- 
ting-hoiise, in Newburynort, that he told his 
friends long before his death, that if he died in 
that part of the world, he wished to be buried un- 
der the' pulpit of that house. The people who re- 
membered his former request, had it now in their 

d2 ^ 
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power to grant it ; and they prepared a vault in 
the ground, Under the pulpit, where they laid his 
body. I myself went into the vault to see the bo^ 
dy after it nad lain there twenty years ; and was 
much surprised to find the greater part of it firm, 
and hard ; a small part of it only had putrified. 

Mr, Whitefield had separated from the Wesleys 
in 1741, but always retained a particular love for 
them, and requested that John Wesley should 
preach his funeral sermon. As soon as Mr. Wes- 
ley received the news of Mr. Whitefield's death, ' 
being desired by Mr. Whitefield's executors, he 
performed that labour of love, on Sunday Nov. . 
18,'at the Tabernacle: hi^text vvas Numb."23, 10. 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end he like his. 

Mr. Whitefield died in the fifty-sixth year of 
his age. He had crossed the Atlantic 13 times in 
order to preach the gospel which was more than 
any other minister h^d done before him. 

Mr. Whitefield's labours as an Itinerant preach- 
cr had been greatly blessed to the people in Ameri- 
cd ; and thereby the way was opened .for our 
^eachers to travel and preach the gospel in differ^ • 
ent ^mi'ts of the country. And in most places 
where the people were lively in religion, they were 
fond of having Itinerant preachers to visit them. 

1771. — Mr. Francis Asbury. and Mr. Richard 
Wright, were sent hy Mr. Wesley, to AmericOy 
and they landed at Philadelphia on the 27th day 
of October, after a passage of fifty-five days. Mr. 
Asbury had been a travelling preacher four ycftrs, 
and Mr. Wright one year, previous to their -co* 
ming over. 

They soon began to extend their labours fa;rther 
into the comitry, and did not spend their time in 
the cit^e^: as the other preachers had done. Mr. 
Asbury^p^iii moftt of his^ime among the people in 

w 
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the country, and formed societies in diflferent pla- 
ces. He preached his first sermon in New-York 
Nov. 13. He then went into the country, and on 
the 24th day of the same month he went for the 
first time to fFc^f-CAe^^cr and preached, then at 
fVest'FarmeSf East- Chester^ Ntw-RocheUt^ Rye 
and Mairnock, He soon found that their labours 
were more visibly owned of God in the country, 
than in the cities. 

In the latter part of this year, some of the preach- 
ers visited Delaware and Maryland states, and 
preached sometimes on the Western shore, and* 
sometimes on the Eastern shore of Maryland. 

The first Methodists that came to the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, were two private christianmen 
belonging to*Mr. Strawbridge^s society, who came 
over to John Randal's, in Kent county, and talked 
to the family, and prayed with them : by whictt 
means there were some religious impressions made 
on the minds of some of the family. From that time 
the preachers were desired to come over and help 
them. 'Mr.^Strawbridge came himself, and preach- 
ed with them : sometime afterwards, old Robert 
Williams made them a visit, and preached among 
them a few times, and in Dec. following, which 
was on the l^th day,in 1772, Mr. Asbury preached 
in Kent county for the first time. From that time 
those people have been much favoured with preach- 
ing by theMethodists ; and that county has ever 
since been famous for a number of solid, steady 
Methodists. . 

In April there was laid a plan for Mr.' Joseph 
Fillmore to travel to the South,and Mr. Bcfardman 
to visit the North. — Mr. Pillmore travelled and 
preached through Maryland to Norfolk, in Virgi- 
nia ; and left Norfolk inf the begining of 1773, and 
travelled through the lower parts of Virginia, and 
North Carolina to Charleston in South Carolina '^ 
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tended to unite the travelling preachers together. I 
will mcfttiow five of them* 

Q. 1. Does not dram>drinking too much prevail 
among our people. 

Q. 2. Do none contract debts without due care 
to pay them ? 

Q. 3. Are the band meetings kept up ? 

Q. 4. Is there npthing immoral in any of our 
preachers ? 

Q. 5. What preachers travel now, and where 
are they stationed ? 

It was then [urged that none must break our 
rules under the penalty of being excluded from 
our connexion. All was settled in the most amica- 
ble manner. 

At that time it was customary to have the 
Quarterly Meeting on Tuesday, and to preach, 
settle their business and holda love-feast, and some 
times a watch night. After a while it became a 
custom in country places for the Quarterly Meet- 
ing to continue for two days together. After fur- 
ther trial, it was thought best to haye the Quarterly 
Meetings on Siiturday and Sunday ; which is now 
the constant practice in most places. One weigh-' 
ty reason for this last plan was, that many of the 
slaves could not attend these meetings, except on 
the Lord's day ; another reason was, that many of 
the wealthy people would come to hear us on the 
Sabbath, at such meetings, who would not be at 
the trouble of coming to meeting on any other day: 
and lastly, many of the poor people, especially 
those of our own society, could not spare time, 
or procure horses to come to such meetings an<< 
less they were on the Sabbath. 
^ 1773. In the beginning of this year,Robeii; Wil- 
liams came to Petersburg in Virginia, and began 
to preach first in the town, and then tbrpugh vari- 
ous parts of the country. -He was the first Metho- 
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dist preacher that ever came into that part of Vir- 
ginia. He was a piain^ artless, indefatigable preach- 
er of the gospel, and often proved the goodness of 
his doctrine, by his tears in public, and by his life 
and conduct in private. His manner of preaching 
was well calculated to awaken careless sinners, 
and to encourage penitent mourners. He spared 
no pains in order to do good. He has frequently 
went to church to hear the established clergy, 
and as soon as_ divine service has ended, he has 
went out of the Church, and standing on a stump, 
block, or log, has be^n to sing, pray, and then 
preach to hundreds oi people. It was common with 
him after preaching to ask most of the people that 
he spake with, some question about the welfare of 

tticir souls ; and to encourage them to serve God. 

Soon after he began to preach through the country 

from Petersburg into the north part of North Ca- 
roJina, the fruit of his labours oegan to appear, 
and souls were awakened and brought to the Know- 
ledge of God. And the name of Robert Williams^ 
still lives in the minds of many of his spiritual 
children. 

Previous to the coming of Mr. Williams into that 
part of Virginia, there had been a gracious revival 
of religion by the means of Mr. Jarratt's preaching ; 
who was a clergyman of the church of England, so 
called at that time. In the year 17T0, and 1771, 
there was a considerable out-pouring of the srpirit, 
at a place called White Oak. It was there that 
Mr. Jarratt first formed the people into a society, 
that they might assist and strengthen each other. 
The good effects of this were soon apparent ; con- 
victions were deep aiid lasting ; and not only 
knowledge, but faith, and love, and holiness conti- 
nually increased. 

In the year 1772, the revival was more considera- 
ble, and extcftded in some places, for fifty or sixty 
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milesrouad, and many sinners were truly convert- 
ed to God. 

The revival of religion which first began under 
the ministry of Mr. Jarratt, was greatly increased 
by the labdars of the Methodist preachers^ who, u- 
niting with Mr. Jarratt in the same blessed work^ 
were greatly owned and honoured of God,and hadj 
the pleasure of seeing th« work of the Loi*d pros- 
pering greatly in their hands. 
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CHAPTER III. 

from the first Conference in 1773, to the Can- 

ference in 1779. 

1773. — In the spring of this year, Mr. Wesley 
sent two more preachers to America, viz. Thomas 
Rankin, and George Shadford, who landed in 
Philadelphia, on the third day of June. Mr. Ran- 
kin had been a travelling preacher for eleven 
years ; and Mr. Shadford had travelled five years. 
Mr. Rankin began to travel in 1762, and of course 
had travelled longer than any of the other preach- 
ers in the United States. From that tinie Mv. 
Rankin had the superintendancy of the Methodist 
connection in America, and was stiled the Gene- 
ral Assistant. ' 

immediately after Mr. Rjankin's arrival in Phi- 
/adelphia he ealled the travelling preachers toge- 
ther, and on the 14th of July, 1773, the first con- 
ference that was ever held in America, began in 
Philadelphia. There were six or seven travelling 
preachers at it, most of whom were Europeans. 
William Waters of the Western shore of Mary- 
land began to travel this year ; and he was the 
first travelling preacher that was raised up among 
the Methodists in America. 

The minutes of that conference were taken 
down in writing, as were the minutes of alj the 
succeeding conferences for several years after ; 
and none of the annual minutes were published 
until the year 1785. From that time our minutes 
have been published annually. However, in the 
year 1795 we had all the minutes from 1773 to 
Aat time published, and bound in one book. In 
^he preface of this book it is said, "JMany of our 
travelling preachers have expressed a desire to 
•iiave the minutes of our yearly conferences pub 
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lished, in the order in which they have occurred ; 
and are of opinion that a book of this kind woulc 
be pleasing, and entertaining ; especially to the 
travelling and local preachers ; wherein may \h 
seen the growth of Methodism. This little 
publication contains in substance, a brief histor} 
of theorise and progress of the travelling ministry 
and the success of their labours through the Uni 
ted States.^' 

The liiinutes of this conference, were introdo> 
ced as follows* 

" Minutes of some conversations between the 
preachers in connection with 

The Revd. Mr. John Wesley.^^ 

The following queries were proposed to everjf 
preacher : 

1. Ought not the authority of Mr. Wesley am 
the English conference, to extend to the preachen 
and people in America, as well as in Great 
Britain and Ireland ? ^ 

A. Yes. 

2. Ought not the doctrine and discipline of the 
Methodists, as contained in the English minutes te 
be the rule of our conduct, who labour in the 
connection with Mr. Wesley ? 

A. Yes. 

3. If so, does it not follow, that if preachers de 
viate from the minutes, we can have no fellow 
ship with them till they change their conduct ? 

A. Yes. 

The following rules were agreed to, by all thi 
preachers present : 

1. Every preacher M^ho acts in connection witl 
Mr. Wesley and the brethren who labour in Amc 
tica, is strictly to avoid administering the ordinan 
ces of baptism and the Lord^s supper* 

2. No person or persons to be admitted to oui 
loye-feasts often^ thi^n twice or thrice^ unless ibej 
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become members ; and none to be admitted to the 
lociety meetinffs more than three times. 

3k Ivone of the preachers in America to reprint 
iny of Mr. Wesley's books, without his aatnori- 
ty (when it can be got) ana the consent of their 
brethren^ &c. 

It was also recommended to all our people, and 
^especially to those in Maryland and Virginia to 
tttend the churchy and to receive the ordinances 
there. 

These regulations were made at that confer* 
cncc, with a few others of but little consequence to 
the world in general, and the preachers were 
much united together in love and brotherly affec- 
tion. 

At that time, the Methodists in America, con- 
sidered themselves as much under the direction 
of Mr. Wesley, as "were the European Method- 
ists; for they were ^dependant on him to send 
them preachers, and such directions as he thought 
best. Of course the preachers agreed to submit 
to Mr. Wesley's authority, and to abide by his 
doctrine and discipline as established in England. 
This resolution entered into by the preachers was 
both wise and prudent ; and tended to keep them 
united together ; and afterwards, it had the same 
good effects amongst the private members. 

The conference also agreed, that none of our 
preachers should administer the ordinances of 
baptism or the Lord's supper. The necessity of 
this rule appeared in the conduct of Mr. Straw- 
bridge, a local preacher, who had taken on him 
to administer the ordinances among the Method' 
ists without the consent of their preachers, who at 
that time were all lay-preachers. We were only 
a religious society, and not a church : and any 
member of any church, who would conform to 
our rules, and meet in a class, had liberty to coa- 
tinae in their own church. 
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But, as the most of our society had been brought 
up in the church of England (so called) and espe# 
cially those of Maryland and Virginia, it was re- ^ 
commended to thdm to attend on the service of 
that church, and to partake of the ordinances at 
the hands of the ministers : for at that time the 
Church people' were established by law in Mary- 
land and Virginia; and the ministers were suptj 
5)orted by a tax on the people. In many places \ 
or a hundred miles together, there was no one to \ 
baptize a child, except a minister of the establish- 
ed chtirch ; the greatest objection to this plan 
therefore was, that by far the greatest part of them 
were destitute of religon. 

As it was thought improper to have many pco* 
pie among us where we were speaking of our ex- 
periences and of the deep things of God, a rule was 
adopted, " That no person should be admitted in- 
to our Love-feasts, more than twice or thrice, ex- 
cept he becomes a member/' This pioident rule 
has continued among us ever since. 

The rule formed for putting a stop to the printing 
of Mr. Wesley's books without his authority, and 
the consent of the preachers in this country, was 
well enough. Previous to the formation of this 
rule, Robert Williams, one of the preachers, had 
reprinted many of Mr. Wesley's books, and had 
spread them through the country, to the great ad- 
vantage of religion. The sermons which he print- 
ed in small pamphlets, and circulated amon^ the 
people, had a very good effect, and gave the peo- 
ple great light and understanding in the nature of 
the new birth, and in the plan of salvation : and 
- withal, they opened the way in many places for 
our preachers to be invited to preach wher^ they 
had never teen before. But notwithstanding 
the good that had b^en done by the circula- 
tion of the books, it now became necessary for 
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he preacners to be all united in the same cause of 
printing and selling our books^ so that the profits 
rising therefrom^ might be divided among the 
ireacners^ or applied to some charitable purpoise; 
At that time there were ten travelling preacners, 
nd six circuits, whidh were as follows ; New- 
fork, New-Jersey, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Norfolk, and Petersburg. The two last were in 
Virginia. The number of members in society 
rere 1160, In the following plaqes : 



New- York, 180 
New-Jersey, 200 
Philadelphia, 180 



Maryland, 600 

Virginia, 100 

1160 



Daring this year there was a considerable i*evi- 
^al of religion on the Eastern shore of Maryland, 
specially m Kent county, where many souls were 
wakened and brought to the knowledge of God. 
'here was a class formed also in New-Rochelle 
lis year, about twenty-five miles north of New- 
ork. There was some revival also in Baltimore; * 
id in November the society at FelPs Point enga- 
:d to build a meeting-house, and agreed with a 
lan to do the brick work of the house. The first 
leetlng-house that was built by the Methodists 
I Baltimore^ was that at FelPs Point. At pre- 
:nt, (1809,) we have five meeting-houses in Bal- 
more: four for the white people, and one for 
le black people. 

In the beginning of the year 1774, John Kiilg, 
1 Englishman, came first to the south parts of 
irginia, where his labours were made a bless- 
g to many people. He was a sensible, zealous 
•eacher, and was very useful while he continued 
traveU 

1774.^-^In Febrtiarj^, this year, tVve Ma\.W4\%\.% 
gnged to build a raeeting-house m Ti«\NAXXNsyt^ 
e2 
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changed both in heart and life. The preachers had 
not only Urge congregations to hear them in the 
day time, but also in the night when meetings 
were appointed. Indeed, the Lord wrought won- 
ders among us during that year. 

In 1775, the third conference was held on 
May 17, in Philadelphia. Two preachers were 
sent over from England, viz. James Dempster, 
and Martin Rodda : Mr. Rodda had been travel- 
ling twelve years, and Mr. Dempster ten years. 
The conference took in three preachers besides 
the two from Europe. 

, It was planned at the conference, for some of 
the preacners to change in three, and others in 
six months ; the preachers saw that it would be 
best for themselves and for the people ib have 
frequent changes of gifts, and of congregations. 
And we still know the good efi'ects of having 
strangers to preach, and strangers to hear. 

Hanover circuit in Virginia was formed this 
year, and preachers sent to it ; but in the minutes 
it was included in Brunswick circuit. 

This year the preachers at the conference con- 
cluded tohave a yearly collection in the classes, 
for the benefit of the ensuing conference : they al- 
so concluded to have a general fast' in the socie- 
ties, on the 18th of July, for the prosperity of the 
work of God, and for the peace of America. 

At that time the revolutionary war between us 
and England was fast approaching ; and the A- 
mericans shewed ajir^n and jfta^ea determination 
to contend for their rights and liberty. 

This year Mr. Asbury wafs appointed to Nor- 
folk, and laiided 'there on the 29th day of May^ 
and continued in that station about five months ; 
and then went up to Brunswick circuit, wherp he 
arrived on the second of November. 
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In the courae of this year there was a gracious 
work of God in several plates ; but in none to 
equal that which took place in Brunswick circuit, 
where George Shadford was travelling at that 
time. It wa^ quite common for sinners to be seiz- 
ed with a trembling and shaking, and irom that to 
fall down on the floor as if they were dead : and 
many of them have been convulsed from head to 
foot, while others have retained the use of their 
tongues so as to pray for mercyy while they were 
lying helpless on the ground or floor. 

The christians too wei*e sometimes so overcome 
with the presence and love of God, as not to be a - 
bleto stand on their feet. It wa« truly affeoting 
to see them collecting round the penitent sinners, 
and praying for them one after another, and some- 
times two or three together at the -same time, un- 
til some of the mourners would get converted ; 
and then to see the young converts leaping up 
with streaming eyes, and catching in their arms 
those that were nearest to them, and calling upon 
all present to praise God for what he had done for 
their souls. In that revival there were some things 
which might vbe called imprudent; yet there were 
so ma^y souls brought to God, that it was thought 
to be dangerous to try to stop the irregularities, 
for fear of stopping that gracious work which the 
Lord was so strangely carrving on. There were 
above 600 members added to the society in that 
circuit in the course of that year. 

Robert Williams, who was the first Methodist 
preacher that came to that part of Virginia, had 
married and left the travelling connection : but on 
the 26th day of September he died between Nor- 
folk and Suffolk in Virginia, at the place where 
he had been living with liis wife. Although he is 
dead, he yet speakethtomany of his spiritual chil- 
dren, while they remember his faithful preaching, 
and bis holy walk. 
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Mr. Jarratt, the charch Clergyman, was very 
useful in that revival of religion ; and his heart 
was closely united to the Methodists. He would 
frequently preach, meet the classes, hold love- 
feasts, and administer the Lord's supper among 
them. He was an eye witness of this work ; ana 
as it was the greatest revival of religion that had 
ever been known in that part of the country, I 
think it will be a satisfaction to many people, to 
give them some further account of it. 

1775. — In the latter end of this year, there was 
as great a revival of religion in the south parts of 
Virginia^ as perhaps was ever known in country 
places in so short a time ; but it became still mor« 
considerable in January 1776. Mr. G. Shadford 
then preached in Virginia ; and while the ears of 
the people were opened by novelty, God sent his 
' word home upon their hearts. Many sinners 
were powerfully convinced, and cried for mercy. 
The news of convictions and conversions were 
common i and the people of God were inspired 
with new life and vigour, by the happiness of 
others. But in a little time they were made tho- 
rooghly sensible, that they themselves stood in 
need of a deeper work of grace in their hearts, 
than they had yet experienced : and entreated 
God with strong cries and tears, to save them 
from the remains of inbred sin ; and so to ^* cir- 
cumcise their hearts,'^ that they might ^' love him 
with all their hearts," and serve him with all theit 
strength. 

In almost every assembly might be seen signal 
instances of divine power ; more especially in the 
meeting of the classes. The shaking among the 
dry bones was increa^d from week to week, 
Numbers of old and grey headed, of middle 
aged persons, of youth, yea, of little children, were 
the subjects of this W9rk. There were instances 
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of the latter of eight or nine years old. Some of 
the children were exceedingly happy in the love of 
God, and spoke of the whole process of the work 
of God, of their convictions, the time when, and 
the manner how they obtained deliverance, with 
fuch clearness as might convince an atheist, that 
this was nothing but the great power of God. 

Many who had long neglected the means of 
pace, now flocked to hear, not only the preachers, 
but also the exhorters and leaders. And whether 
there was preaching or not, the Lord's power was 
still among the peopl^. And it was found that 
prayer meetings were singularly useful in promo- 
ting the work of God. 

This out-pouring of the spirit extended itself, 
more or less, through most of the circuits, which 
take* in a circumfei^rtice of between four and five 
hundred miles ; and the work went on with a pleas-^ 
ing progress till the beginning of May ; when 
aqaarterly meeting was held at Boisseau's, (com- 
monly called Bushill's) chapel, about twelve miles 
from Petersburg. At that meeting the windows 
of heaven were opened indeed, and the rain of di- 
vine influence continued to pour down for more 
than forty days. 

The second day of the quarterly meeting, a love- 
feast was held. As soon as it began, the power 
of the Lord caixie down on the assembly, and it 
seemed as if the whole house was filled with the 
presence of God. A flame kindled and ran from 
neart to heart. Many were deeplv convinced of 
•sin ; many mourners were filled with consolation, 
and n^ny believers were so overwhelmed with 
Jove, that they could not doubt but God had ena- 
bled them to love him with all their heart. 

When the love feast was ended, the doors were 
opened, and many who had stayed without, came 
in, and beholding the anguish of some, and the 
rejoicing of others,, were filled with astonishment,' 
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and not long after, with trembling apprehensions 
of their own danffer, several of them prostra- 
ting themselves berore God, cried aloud for mer- 
cy. 

The multitude that attended on this occasion, re- 
turned home alive to God, and spread the flame 
through their respective neighbournoods,whichrai> 
from family to fanfily, so that within four weeks, se- 
veral hundred found the peace of God; and scarce 
any conversation was to be heard, but concerning 
the things of God. In many large comp anies one 
careless person could not be seen ; and the far 
greater part seemed perfectly happy in a clear 
sense of the love of God. 

vThis work in a very short time spread through 
Diniciddie, ^ Amelia^ Brunswicky SusseXy Princt 
George, Lunenberg, and Mecklenburg counties. 

The work was so great on the last day of the 
quarterly meeting, tnsU they continued in the 
meeting house till night, and theli sent for candles, 
and continued till some time in the night before 
they broke up. I left them about tlie setting of 
the sun, and at that time their prayers and cries 
might have been heard a mile on. 

It has been frequently observed, that there was 
never any remarkable revival of religion, but some 
degree of enthusiasm was miogled with it. This 
work was not quite free from it. But it never 
rose to any considerable height, nor was it of long 
continuance. In some meetings there was not that 
order observed, which could have been wished. 
Soipe of the assembliesresembledthecongregation 
of the Jews at layinff the foundation of the second 
templfe in the days ot Ezra. Some wept for grief; 
others shouted for joy ; so that it was hard to dis-' 
tinguish one from the other. So it was here. 
The mourning and distress were so blended with 
^Ae voice of Joy and gladness, that it was hard to 
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distinguish the one from the other. But the voice 
ef jay prevailed, the people shouted with a great 
shout, so that it might be heard afar oflF. 

The work of God thus increased on every side, 
and more preachers wei^e soon wanting. And 
the Lord raised up several young men, who were 
exceeding useful ai local preachers. 

In the course . of the summer j Mr. Thomas 

Rankin came to Virginia, and on the last day of 

June he preached for the first time at Boisseau's (i. 

c. Bushifl's) chapel, where Mr. Shadford met him, 

»nd they had preaching in the forenoon, and at 

four o'clock in the afternoon ; but before the last 

sermon was ended such a power descended, that 

many fell to the floor, and seemed to be filled with 

tVtt presence of God. The Chapel was full of 

people, and many were without that could not 

getm. Look which wAy one would, they might 

behold streaming eyes, and faces bathed in tears c 

and but little could be heard ^ except groans and 

strong cries to God for mercy. 

It might be truly said, This is none other than 
the house of God ! this is the gate of heaven ! 
Husbands and wives were inviting each other to 
go with them to heaven ; parents and children also, 
were intreating each other. In short, those who 
were happy in God themselves, were for bring- 
ing all their friends to him in their arms. This 
mighty eflusion. of the .pirlt^contitiued for more 
than an hour, in ^yhich time maiiy were awaken- 
ed, some found' peace with God, and , others ex- 
perienced perfect love* The preachers attempted 
to speak or sing again and again ; but their voi- 
ces were soon drowned. Mr. Rankin command- 
ed them to be silent ; but all in vain, and it was 
with difficulty that they persuaded the people as 
aight drew on to retire to their own homes. 
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On the 14th of July, which was two. weeks after, 
Mr.' Rankin preached again at the same place^ i. e. 
at BashilFs chapel. He gave us a good discourse 
in the forenoon, and tri^d to keep the people from ■ 
making any noise while he was speakings and at 
the closeof the meeting, he thanked the people 
for their good behaviour, and told them he was ■ 
much bettel: pleased with them at that time, than 
he was when among them before. He then went* 
to a friend's ,house to get his dinner, and was to : 
return and preach again in the afternoon. As ■ 
soon as he was gone, the people felt at. liberty, 
and began to sing, pray and talk to their friends, 
till the neavenly Same kindled in their souls, and 
sinners were conquered, and twelve or fifteen 
souls were converted to God, before the preach- 
pr returned from his dinner ; and many of the 
people were sorry that he returned at all, know- 
ing that he was not fond of so much noise. It 
was with much difficulty that he prevailed on 
them to be quiet enough for him to begin to 
preach. He gatve us a ^ood discourse,, and I was 
pleased with it. Yet the people did not hoH in 
till he was done, but some of them began to cry - 
and pray aloud for mercy on their poor souls. 
He tried again to stop them ; but he could not. 
After that he sat down, and asked Mr. Shadford, 
who had been preaching among them for some 
months before, to speak to them, which he did 
with pleasure, and m a little time cried out in his 
usual manner, " Who wants a Saviour ? the first 
that believes shall be justified.'^ In a few min- 
utes the house was ringing with the cries 
of broken hearted sinners, and the shouts of hap- 
py believers. It was an awfiil time indeed ; and 
several souls were justified, and many christians 
were lost ia wonder, love and praise. 
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On Tuesday arid Wednesday, the 30th and 31st 
days of July, a quarterly-meeting w^is held at Ma- 
bury 's dwelling house injBrttnsit?icA;(nowGreens- 
rille) county. No meeting-house in Virginia 
could have held the people. We had a large iar- 
bour in the yard, which would shade from the 
sun, two or three thousand people. The first day 
i¥as a blessed season ;• but the second day was 
I day never to be forgotten. We held the tovc- 
feast ander the arbour in the open air ; the mem- 
bers of society took their seats, and other peo- 
pte stood all around them by hundreds. The place 
was truly awful, by reason of the presence of the 
Lord. Many of the members spake ; and while 
some declared how the Lord had justified them 
frcdy, others declared how, and when the blood 
of JesQs had cleansed them from all sin. So clear, 
50 All, and so strong was their testimony, that 
while some were speaking their experience, hun- 
dreds were in tears, and others vehementfy crying 
to Gk)d, for pardon or holiness. 

Such a work of God as that was, I had never 
seen, or heard of before. It continued to spread 
thrdugh the south parts oi Virginia^ and the adja- 
cent parts of North- Carolina, all that summer 
and autumn. 

When the returns of the members were made 
to conference this year, there had been added to 
the society in Brunswick circuit 811 members. 

But if we include Hanover circuit, and Caroli- 
na, which had been united lo Brunswick, there 
had been added in one year 1800 members. 

I have spoken largely of this revival of religion ; 
but my pen cannot describe the one half of what 
I saw, heard and felt.* I might write a volume 
on this subject, and then leave the greater part 
untold. 
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the Americans, until their way should be quite _ 
open and clear for them to r«turn to their native J 
country. About the middle of September, .Mr/ 
Rankin and Mr. Rodda left the continent, and^ 
sailed for Europe. But some time before tbeyaj 
embarked, Mr. Rodda had taken some imprudenll 
steps in favour of the Tories ; a company of them] 
havinff collected together in Delaware state, bfr-l 
low Philadelphia. Mr. Rodda's conduct broughl s 
many sufferings, and much trouble, on the Metho- ^ 
dist preachers and people. 

Notwithstanding the opposition that the preach- 
ers met with in their labours, there was a graci- 
ous revival of religion in many places ; but the 
greatest was in Brunswick circuit, and the two 
circuits that were^ lately taken from it, Sussex tLnA 
Amelia, And there was a very gracious workia 
North-Carolina, where we bad but one circuit ia 
all the state. 

There was a decrease in the members in seve- 
ral circuits to the north, principally owing to the? 
spreading of the war in those parts ; where thc^ 
preachers found great difficulties in keeping their 
stations, and some wece forced to be given up ; so 
that some of the Classes \vere entirely given up. 

It might be well said during this year, that 
without were fightings, and within were fears^ 
War, and the shedding of blood, was heard of in 
all directions : armies marching back and fortliy 
one after another ; and in many places the people 
were in great confusion, so that religion was aU 
most banished from some neighbourhoods where 
it had been pretty lively. Some of our societies 
in the nortb, suffered more from that quarter tbaa 
we did in the south parts of Virginia, But the 
Lord took care of his own work, and his own pep- 
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1778.— The sixth conference was in Leesburg, 
in Virginia, on the 19th day of May ; at which 
time they added six Jiew circuits. Four of them 
were in Virginia, Berkley , Fluvanna ^ James- Ci* 
tify and Lunenburg, And in North-Carolina^ 
the preachers divided the one that was there be- 
fore, so as to form three circuits, and they were 
now called Roanoke, Tar-River, and New-Hope, 

Five of the old circuits were left out this year, 
namely. New- York, Philadelphia^ Chester, Fre- 
derick, and Norfolk, Some of these circuits 
could not be attended to, on account of the war, 
and some of them were in the possession of the 
British. 

We had seventeen circuits this year, and twen- 
ty -nine preachers to tray el in them. There were 
ten young preachers received on trial. 

The form of the! annual minutes was changed 
this year, and the second question was,- " What 
preachers remain on tcral ?^^ Whereas it used to 
be, ^* W^hat preachers are admitted on trial ?'*' 

In the return of members this year, we found 
we had lost in numbers 873. This was the first 
time that we came short of the old number given 
in the preceding year. This decrease was wnolly 
vOwin^ to the breaches made upon many societies 
and circuits by the distresses of war ; and some of 
our preachers had scruples of conscience about ta- 
king the oath of allegiance in the different states 
where they laboured, and of course were forced 
to leave their stations. 

As paper money was much depreciated, the 
preachers concluded to allow each travelling prea- 
cher eight pounds Virginia money a quarter, or 
thirty -two pounds per year. They also appointed 
the last Friday in August for a day of fasting and 
prayer. 
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This was a year of distress^ and uncommon 
troubles. The war on one hand^ and persecu- 
tion on the other, the preachers were separated 
from their flocks^ and all conspired to increase 
the burden of christians. 

In the beginning of March, G. Shadford left his 
friends, after he had kept a day of private fasting 
and prayer with Mr. Asbury, in order to know 
the will of God. He then said he saw his way* 
clear to return to England. , Mr. Asbury saw it 
best to abide in America ; so they parted, and 
each one acted as he thought right. 

On the fifth day of March, Mr. Asbury began 
to lye by at Thomas White's, in the Delaware 
state, where he shut himself up. Speaking of 
himself he says, " On conscientious principles 
I was a non-juror, and could not preach in. the 
state of Maryland ; and therefore withdrew to the 
Delaware state, where the clergy were not re- 
quired to take the state oath : though with a clear 
conscience, I could have taken the oath of the 
Delaware state, had it been required ; and tVould 
have done it, hadi not been prevented by a ten- 
der fear of hurting the scrupulous consciences of 
others.'' 

Notyvithstanding Mr. Asbury was shut up in a 
friend's house, he looked fbrward, and hoped for 
the time to come when he might again visit his 
brethren, and be of some service to the scattered 
flock; among whom he had laboured almost se- 
ven years. 

Some of our preachers were brought into diffi- 
culties and sufferings this year ; in the month of 
April, Joseph Hartley, one of our travelling prea- 
chers from Virginia was apprehended in Queen- 
Ann's county, on the Eastern Shore of Marvland, 
/Gr/>reachjng the gospel ; he gave bond and secu- 
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rity to stand his trial at court. He was then oblig- 
ed to desist from |>reaching in that county ; but 
he would attend his appointments^ and after sing- 
ing and prayer he would stand on his knees and 
exhort the people ; till his enemies said they had 
as licve he should' preaeh on his feet as on his 
knees. After that he went to Talbot county and 
preached, and the people took him and shut him 
up in Jail, But he was not silent there ; for he 
frequently preached through the grates, or win- 
dow, to the listening crowd who stood on the out- 
side of the prison. His preaching took such hold 
on the minds of the hearers, that some of them 
were deeply awakened, and began to seek the 
Lord in earnest. Some of the inhabitants said, 
if the preacher was not turned out of jail, he would 
convert all the town. After a while he was turn- 
ed out, and set at liberty ; but they had kept him 
loo long, foi; religion had. began to revive, and 
soon after that it prospered greatly in that place. 
And fi^m that day to the present time, religion 
has prospered in that town. 

Freeborn Garretson, another of our travelling 
preachers, was much persecuted. One day while 
ne was riding in Queen- Ann's county, on the Eas- 
tern shore of Maryland, about the beginning of 
July in the same year, J. Brown met him, and tak- 
ing his horse by the bridle, began to beat Mr. 
Garretson over the head and shoulders with a 
stick, and continued to beat him for some time ; 
and then called to the servants in the field to come 
and help him. But Mr. Garretson getting loose 
froiri him, gave his horse the whip, and rode off 
^8 fast as he could : Brown mounted his horse and 

Eursued him, and taking a near way, he overtook 
im, and making another stroke at him, by some 
we>ii)s Garretson was thrown off bis horse, and 
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falling very hard, was stunned and nearly killed ; 
but pravidentially for him, a woman came along 
the road, smd finding him in that condition, bled 
him, and he revived ; and being taken to a house, 
he sat up and exhorted the people with freadom. 



17?9] OF THE ilETHOpiSJ% ' 67 



CHAPTER IV. 

From the year 1779, to the time of our being 
formed into^ a rcgiilar churchy in 1784. 

1779. — On the 18th day of May, the seventh 

conference was hehl at the Broken back church 

in Fluvanna county In Virginia. Previous to 

this conference, the preachers in the northern 

states held a preparatory conference 3.t Thomas 

Whitc'Sy in Delaware state, in order that their 

sentiments might be carried by brother William 

Waters^ to the conference in Virginia : for it 

was judged to be improper for brother Asbury 

to leave his solitaiy retreat, to go to Virginia. 

However the conference determined that brother 

Asbury ought to act as general assistant in 

Amenca. . 

At the preparatory conference (so called) the 
preachers concluded for every exhorter, and lo- 
cal preacher, to go by the ciirections of the as- 
sistants, where, and only where they were ap- 
pointed to labour., 

There were two new circuits taken in at this 
conference, namely, Matichen and Delaware, 
The name of one circuit in Virginia was chang- 
ed from Lunenburg to Mecklenburg ; and some 
of the circuits which had been left out of the min- 
Qtes last year, were inserted in the minutes for 
this year, viz. Philadelphia^ Chester^ and Fred- 
^Hck. James-City circuit was left out of the an- 
Dual minutes for this year. We had twenty cir- 
cuits in all ; and forty -four preachers were sent 
to them, to travel and preach among the people. 

We had a large addition of members to the so- 
ciety this year., Iii the diflferent circuits we add- 
^^2482 members. In some places \.\\^ v^wV^'l 
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God spread rapidly, and bore down all before it. 
But in nianv places the societies were thrown into 
great disorder and confusion, by reason of the war . 
which continued to rage through the land. Ma- 
ny of the men were drafted, and taken into the 
army, and many people left their homes to keep 
out of the way of the enemy, and to save their 
property^ by carrying it with them» 

The form of the annual minutes- was chan^d 
this year in a few points : and the first auestioa 
stands thus : " Who are admitted on trial ?" iht 
first question used to be, who are admitted int^ 
connection ? 

Another question was " what shall be dom ■ 
with the preachers who were upon trial last 
year ?'^ Answer. *^ Let them continue upon trill ' 
until next conference/' Before this oonferenee) 
it had been a constant practice to take a preacher 
upon trial for one year only, and then admit hitti 
into full connection. But from that time, it has 
been a constant practice even to the present dayj , 
to keep a young preacher on trial for two years 
at least, before he is admitted into full connec- , 
tion. Arid at the expiration of two years, if the 
conference have doubts concerning the piety^ 
gifts, or usefulness of the preacher, they continue 
him on trial for three years, or a fpnger time, as 
they may judge best! 

But if the preacher is approved of, and there is 
iio objection to him, after he is entered the first j 
year, admitted on trial, he i^ entered the second j 
year, remaining on trial ; and after he has travel- 
led two years, he is entered, admitted into ftiB 
connection, and becomes a regular member of 
the conference. 

For the first time the following question was 
afiked : " Who desist from travelling ?'* An&wen 
^Robert Cloud , William Duke .^^ T?YCN\Q\3L'&V^\\v\ff 
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yeiVy lio accoant had been taken of thosd preach- 
ers who had left the travelling connection^ or as 
it was termed, " desisted.'' 

The preachers this year agreed to consider all 
the Methodist preachers who take money by 
subscription, as persons excluded from the Me- 
thodlst connection^ 

In the course of this year there were great 
troubles and distresses in the Methodist connec- 
tion, both among preachers and private mem- 
bers ; owing to an unhappy division which took 
place among the travelling preachers. Many of 
t)ar travelling preachers in Virginia and North- 
Carolina, seeing and feeling the want of the in- 
stituted means of grace among our societies ; 
^and there being but few church ministers in 
that part of the country, and most part of them 
strangers to heart-felt religion) concluded, thjft 
iTGod had called them to preach, he had called 
them also to administer the ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper. They met together at the 
conference held at the Broken Back church this 
year, and after consulting together, the conference 
chose a committee for the purpose of ordaining 
ministers. The committee thus chosen, first or- 
dained themselves, and then proceeded td ofdain 
and set apart other preachers for the same pur- 
pose, that they might administer tboholy^ ordinan- 
ces, to the church of Christ Tht |iTeaehens thus 
ordained, went forth preaching 4)ie^)iiipel in their 
circuits as formerly, and administered Hie saeca- 
. ^ments wherever they went, provided the peo- 
[ 'pie were willing to partake with ihem. Most 
; part of our preachers in the south, fell in with 
this new plan; and as the leaders of the party were 
Very a^eamis, and the greater part of them very 
pious men, the private members were influenced 
»J them^ and pretty genej;jilly feW \ii mlVv \\c^vt 

G 
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measures. However, some of the old Mc 
dists would not commane with them ; but ste 
ly adhered to their former customs. 

The preachers north of Virginia^ were oppi 
to this step so hastily taken by their brethren ir 
south, and made a stand against it, believing 
unless a stop could be put to this new mod 
proceeding, a separation would take place an 
the preachers and the people. There was ^ 
cause to fear a division, and both parties ti 
bled for the ark of God, and shuodered al 
thought of dividing the church of Christ, 
preachers in the south were very successfi 
their ministerial labours, and many souls ' 
brought to God in the latter part of that y 
and the christians were very lively in reli] 
These things all united to confirm the prea( 
in the belief, that the step they had taken 
owned and honoured of God. And at that 
there was verv little room to hope that they w 
ever recede from their new plan, in which 
were so well established. But after all they 
sentcd, for the sake of peace, and the uni( 
the body of Methodists, to drop the ordina 
for a season till Mr. Wesley could be consv 

1780.— On the 24th day of April, the ei 
conference met in Baltimore^ where the nort 
preachei's only attended ; for the Virginia ^n 
ers had a conference appointed in that state, 
proceedings of both must be considered toge 
^^ it respects the general work. 

A( ^thc conference which was held in £ 
morty and that which was held in Vtrginiu, i 
were three new circuits taken in : one in I 
ware state called Sussex^ and one on the eas 
shor^ of Maryland^ called Dorset ; and of 
Nortih CarolinUy called Yadkin, Some ^1 
oJd cireuits welre left out of the minutes, an< 
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had only twenty circuits this year, which was 
the same number that we had the year preceding. 
We had thirty-six preachers to travel in the 
above number of circuits. They admitted four- 
teen young preachers on trial. 

At this conference it was concluded on, 1st, for 
all the preachers to change circuits at the end of 
six months. ^, That all the assistants should 
see to the settling of all our meeting houses by 
trustees ; and for regular deeds to be taken for 
the houses. 3d, That all the preachers should 
take a written license from the conference, certi- 
fying that they were either assistants or helpers 
in connection with the Methodists, and that these 
eertificates should be signed by Mr. Asbury in 
behalf of the conference. 

It was also concluded on, that every local 
preacher and exhorter should have a license ev- 
ery qoarter (if required,) to speak in public, and 
that none of them should attempt to speak in pub- 
lie without such license. 

They also made a rule for all our preachers to 
rise at four o'clock in the morning, or at farthest 
at five o'clock. 

They also agreed for the first time to allow the 
wives of our travelling preachers as much money 
for each quarter (if they needed it) as was allowed 
to the preachers. , ^ 

They also advised for our quarterly meetings in 
future to be held on Saturdays and Sundays, 
where it was convenient. Before this plan wai? 
adopted, the quarterly meetings were generally 
hcla on the week days. 

They also concluded to have a fast day in 
each circuit on the Friday after each quarterly 
meeting.' 

The conference disapproved of the practice. <^t 
. ^irtiJIiu^ spirits out of grain, and iVvey ^^y^^^V^ 
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disown our friends who would not renounce the 
practice. 

They concluded that the preachers should meet 
the black people in class ;' and appoint white mcp 
to lead thein^ and not let them stay late at meet- 
ing, nor allow them to meet by themselves. 

The conference took under consideration the, 
subject of slavery, and required all the travelling! 
preachers who belonged to the Baltimore confer- 
ence to promise that if they held slaves they wooW 
set them free. They went farther, and'said^ tb|t 
they believed that keeping of slaves was contra- 
ry to the laws of God, of man, and of nature, 
and that it was hurtful to society, and contnv7. 
to the dictates of conscience, and pure religim. 
They then say, " We pass our disapprobalMA 
on all our friends who keep slaves.'^ 

It is evident that the preachers in this case. 
went too fur in their censures ; and their langnafl 
in their resolves was calculated to irritate tE^ 
mindsof our people, and by no means calculateil 
to convince them of their errors. 

The whole of the conference that met in Balti- 
more agreed in disapprobating the conduct of the 
preachers in x Virginia, in respect to their ordi- 
nation, and their administenng the ordinao* 
ces, and concluded that they did not look upoR 
the Virginia preachers as Methodists in conseO' 
tion with Mr. Wesley, and that conference; 
neither could they consider them as such on* 
IftiiR UiAv came back to their former standing, and 
lo their'clder brethren. 

The Baltimore conference then appointed brO" 
ther Asbury, brother William Waters, and bro- 
ther Freedom Garrettson to attend the conference 
in Virginia^ and to inform the preachers in th||t 
conference of what had been determined on in 
tJie Baltimore conferenco ; «^u^ \o U\ vVvfctsx hm/ 
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withal that the only condition upon which they 
could be united was, that they (the Virginia 
preachers) should suspend the administration f 
the ordinances for one . year ; and then all the 
[preachers to meet together at the next annual con- 
ference to be held in Baltimore, 

In the spring of the year, some time in April, 
Mr. Asbury. left his quiet retreat in Delaware 
state, where he had been lying by, (and for the 
most part of the time at Thomas White's) for 
two years and one month ; and then met with the 
preachers in conference at Baltimore, as has been 
already mentioned. He then visited his brethren 
in Virginia, and attended the conference at the 
Manakin town, which began on the 8th day of 
May. 1780. At that time Mr. Asbury had to ex- ' 
ert ill his powers^ and to use all possible prudence 
JO order to bring about a settled peace and union 
amo|i^^<9)H the jres^chers. The most influential 
preacleri in that separation in favour of the ordi- 
nances, were Philip Gatch, John Dickins, and 
James O'Kelly. These men were much respect- 
ed for their usefulness in the ministry. 

After much contention, and distress, Mr. As- 
bury proposed to the southern preachers a plan 
for union ^hich was this ; that they should not 
administer the ordinances for a twelve-month, 
and that they should all then meet together in 
conference at Baltimore — And in the course ot the 
year they would write to Mr. Wesley in England, 
tnd lay their situation before him and get his ad- 
vice. The plan took with the Virginia preachers, 
and they consented to the proposal. By this pru- 
dent step, a division was prevented, and a blessed 
union restored. The preachers pretty ^enerallv 
went from that conference to their circuits, with 
thankful hearts that the breach was li^^W , %xA 
^ion restored to the connection. 

g2 
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A few of the preachers Were so fond of i 
new self-made ordination, thkt it was with i 
reluctance that they gave it up, and submitti 
the proposed plan for union. 

Mr. Asbury then travelled through the d 
ent circuits in the south parts of Virginia 
from thence into North Carolina^ through I 
oak, Tar River, and New-Hope circuits ; ai 
his being often with the preachers, and ai 
the people in the south, the devisive spirit 
away ; and the preachers and people by dcj 
l)ecame more reconciled to the old plan, a 
the old preachers ; and peace and harmony 
once more established throughout the conn€< 

Notwithstanding the difliculties whidi 
found among the preachers on account of tfa 
dinahces, there was a gracious revival of rel 
in many places this year, and espeeially 6 
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Yet in man] 
ces the circuits and societies were so much i 
rupted by the armies, both of our friends ai 
our enemies, which were marching throug 
country, that we had not as many members i 
ciety at conference, as we had the year b( 
Indeed, some of the circuits were wholly i 
ken, and no return of the members cou 
made. 

There were some heavy persecutions tlus 
also. .Freeborn Garrettson says, that on the 
day of February, he was judged, and condei 
in Dorchester county, on the Eastern Shore oi 
rylandj for preaching the gospel ; and two 
after he was thrust into Cambridge prison 
the keys were taken away to prevent his fr 
from administering unto him. 

If a person was disposed to persecute a 

thodist nreapher, it was only necessary tc 

him a Toryy and then they ia\^\^^^\s 



1781] OF THE HIETHODISl'S.. IS 

craelly as they pleased. For in many places-ex- 
isting laws were little regarded. But the Lord 
stood by us and protected us from being destroy, 
ed. 

1781 — On the 24th day of April, the ninth con- 
ference met in Baltimore. But previous to this, 
a few preachers on the Eastern Shore, held a lit- 
tle conf^renct in Delaware state, near Choptank, 
to maKe some arrangements for those preachers 
who eould not go with them, and then adjourned 
(as they called it) to Baltimore ; so upon the whole 
it was considered but one conference, at which 
six new circuits \^ere taken in. The circuit in 
New Jersey being divided into two, one was cal- 
led West' Jersey y and the other East-Jersey, In 
Pennsylvania was taken in, one called York. In 
Maiyland three, Somerset, Talbot, and Calvert ; 
aod one in Virginia called Isle of Wight. Wc 
had at that time 25 circuits, and 54 travelling 
pieachers to supply them. 

At this* conference there were 20 young preach- 
ers admitted upon trial, and sent into the circuits. 
We had added 2035 members to the society in 
the course of the year. The Lord wonderfiilly 
favoured the travelling preachers,^ so that we 
spread our borders, and our numbers increased 
abundantly. 

At this conference, most part, if not all the tl*a- 
▼elling preachers who were present, resolved, 
and to give the greater sanction, they subscribed 
their names, to the resolution to discountenance 
a separation among either preachers or people. 
They also agreed that they would preach the old 
Methodist doctrine, and inforce the discipline 
which was contained in the Notes,. Sermons and 
Minutes published by Mr. Wesley. 

It was abo again determined ^ noito t«.k&^ 
jraupgjpreMber into full connectiou bei^x^ \v&V^^ 
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travelled two years, excepting one who is espe- 
cially and generally approved of. ^ 

It was agreed upon to admit menifbers into so* 
ciety upon trial for three months, 1)efore they could' 
be considered as regular members. And in dasc 
any member had been once turned out of society, 
and wished to be readmitted, they^ should first ^ 
evidence their repentance, and then generally 
be recommended by the society, before they could 
be received. , 

It was also advised^ that the preachers should 
often read the rules of the societies, the character 
of a Methodist, and the plain account of christiaa , 
perfection. Also, that every assistant preacher 
should give in writing to his successor, a circonk' 
^tantial account of the circuit at large, and paiti^ 
cularly of the societies and local preachers. And 
further, that he shpuld inform the societies of the 
sum of money that ought to be raised for tin' 
preachers' quarterage ; and that he should press 
it on them to give according to their several abil' . 
' ities. 

For the first time a rule was formed for settling 
disputes among our members in their deiahttgl 
with each other, and the following plan was a- 
dopted. ^^ Let the assistant preacher at quarterly 
meeting consult the stewards, in aj^pointihg pro- 
per persons to examine into the circumstances, 
and determine the case, and let the parties abide 
by their decision^ or else be excluded from the 
society.^ It was found necessary after some years, 
to alter this rule, and instead of requiring the' 
preacher and stew.ards to appoint men to settle 
the disputes, it was advised tnat each of the per- 
sons concerned, when dii^ected by the preacher, 
should choose his n^an, and these two should 
cjiobse a third^ who should form the committee ; all 
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ofthem being members of our society — and their 
decision to be filial. 

It was also agreed- on to have four general fast 
days throughout all our societies in the course of 
twelve months : namely, on the first Thursdays 
n June, September, January and April. 

There were five preachers who desisted from 
ravelling this year, John Dickins, Daniel Ruff, 
isham Tatum, Greenberry Green and William 
Moore. 

The greatest revival of religion among us this 
jrear, appeared to have been on the Eastern Shore 
if Maryland, and in some parts of Delaware 
State : where there were many, very many pre- 
cious souls brought into the liberty of the chilaren 
o{God« 

Tbere was also a blessed revival of religion io 
Virginia, and in some parts of North Carolina : 
but me war was so distressing ju those parts, that 
the preachers eould not constantly attend theu* 
circuits ; and many of the societies were dispers- 
ed, and prevented from assembling together. 
Many of the male members were drafted, and 
when the militia were called out, they had to 
go iato the aimy to fight, in the defence of their 
coontry. Some of them lost their lives, and some 
made shipwreclc of the faith, and but few of them 
returned borne with as much religion as they fpr- 
merly possessed. Some of the Methodists were 
hoond in conscience not to fight ; and no threat- 
enings could compel them to bear arms or hire a 
man to take their places. In consequence of 
this, some of them were whipped, some were 
fined, and some imprisoned ; others were sent 
home, and many were much persecuted. The 
societies had much to discourage them, and 
but little to help them forward in religion. Yet, 
Mmthstanding all their difficulWfis ^>Jsve^ ^V.^^^ 
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fast as one body, and waxed stronger and strong- 
er in the Lord. 

During this year, the societies and circuits in 
Vii^giniaf were more interrupted by the war, thaa 
they had ever been before. The British army mov^. 
ed in various directions, and there were many 
battles fought in the state ; which kept the peopfci 
constantly alarmed, and prevented them froii 
meeting at their usual times and places. Ana 
most of the times when they did assemble for di* 
vine worship, their conversation was principallj 
turned upon the times, and the distresses of tnem- 
selves and their friends. Before meeting would 
begin, and as soon as it was closed, the enqoiiy 
was what is the news of the day ? One wonld «w 
my son is killed ; another my husband is woundedi 
or taken a prisoner, or sick and likely to die, &c 
These things greatly hindered the progress of it- 
ligion in the south of Virginia ; yet in some pit- 
ces there was a pleasing prospect. 

This year Cornwallis and the British anny 
were captured by the Americans at York Totcn 
in Virgmia, in the month of October. 

1782 — The tenth conference was held : which 
began at Ellis's Chapel, in Sussex county in Vtr- 
gina, on the 27th day of April, and adjourned to 
Baltimore on the 21st day of May. 

The work had so increased and spread, that it 
was now found necessary to have a conference in 
the south every year, continuing the conference 
in the north as usual. Yet as the conference in 
the' north was of the longest standing, and withal 
composed of the oldest preachers, it was allowed 
greater privileges- than that in the south ; espe 
cially in making rules, and forming regulation! 
' for the societies. Accordingly, when any thinfl 
was agreed to in the Virginia conference, anc 
sfterwurds disapproved oi *m ttv^ '&^\\;vav^\^ ^^u- 
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2rencc,it was dropped. But if any rule was fixed 
nd determined on at the Baltimore conference, 
lie preachers in the south were under the necessi- 
f of abiding by it. The southern conference was 
onsidered at that time as a convenience, and de- 
igned to accommodate the preachers in that pait 
fthe work, and to do all the busine&s of a regu- 
LT conference, except that of making or altering 
articular rules. 

At this time they took in two new circuits, 
ecording to the minutes ; Lancaster , in Penn- 
flvania, and South Branch in Virgina. They 
Iso admitted on trial thirteen young preachere; 
ind there was an addition to the society of 1246 
nembers. We had 26 circuits, and 59 preachei s 
to travel in them. 

The form of the minutes was altered in some 
jfoints this year ; and the questions were stated as 
Mkfws : 

Q. 1, What preachers are admitted into full 
connection ? 

Q. 2. What preachers remain on trial ? 

Q. 3. What preachers are admitted on trial ? 

Q. 4. WTio act as assistants ? 

Q. 5. Are there any objections to any of the 
preachers ? 

Q. 6. How are the preachers stationed ? 

Q. 7. How are the preachers to change after 
six months ? 

Q. 8. What numbers are there in society ?Ans. 
U,785. 

There were twenty -two questions asked and 
answered ; and the last was, " When and 
whete shall our next conferences be held ?'' — 
This was the first time that this question was ever 
found on the minutes. It was now settled and 
fixed to have two confei^encesin each year. 



I 

80' A SHORT HISTORY * p784 

One of the c|uestions was, ^' What shall be 
done to revive the work ?*' Ans. ** Hold evening 
meetings, and preach in the morning in conveni- 
ent places/' 

1 here was a new regulation made at this time, 
that the preachers might more certainly receive 
Iheir quarterage. 

All the gifts received by the preachers, whether- 
it be money or clothing, shall be brought to the! 
quarterly meeting, and be valued by the preach- 
ers and stewards : and the preacher who has re- 
ceived the gifts shall be considered as havinf 
iicceived so much of his quarterage : and if he is 
still deficient, he shall carry an account of mdt 
deficiency to the next conference, that if possible 
he may have it made upj out of the profits aHs* 
ing from the sale of books, and the yearly collec- 
tions. 

In order to m]ard more effectually against diit- 
orderly travelling preachers, it was agreed, that 
there should be written at the bottom of evciy 
certificate given to the preachers, at conference. 
" The authority which this conveys, is limited 
to the next conference.^^ 

To 'guard more cflectually against disorderly 
local preachers, they agreed to write at the bot- 
tom of their certificates, " This conveys authori- 
ty no longer than you walk uprightly, and submit 
to the direction of the assistant preacher/' 

And to p;\iB,rd against disorderly members, it 
was concluded, that no member of our society 
should remove to anotfher part of the country^ 
without JL certificate from the assistant preaclier. 
And if they did not carry with them such a cer- 
tificate, they should not be received into society. 

The 19th question was a very important one, as 
follows : " Do the brethren in conferen-cc unani- 
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mously choose brother Ashury to act according 
to Mr. iVesley^s Original appointment, and pre- 
side over the American conference and the wliole 
work ? A. Yes. 

It was agreed we shoula have the next confer- 
ence in Virginia^ ou the first Tuesdaj^ in May 
following ; and the conference in the north in 
Baltimore, on the last Wednesday in the same 
month. 

The general fast days were continued to be 
held on the first Thursday in June, September, 
January and April. 

The minutes were concluded thus, " Every 
assistant preacher must so order his circuit, that 
either himself or one of his helpers may travel 
vnih Mr. Asbury in the circuit." 

A» Mr. D. Jarratt, a church minister of Din- 
widdie county, in Virginia^ had paid particular at- 
tention to the Methodist preachers and people, this 
conference expressed themselves in the foUowinjjj 
manner: " The conference acknowledge their 
" obligations to the Rev. Mr. Jarratt, for his kind 
" and friendly services to the preachers and peo- 
*^ ple^ from "our first entrance into Virginia : and 
" more particularly for attending our conference 
" in iSw56ea?, both in public and private ; and we 
" advise th6 preachers in the south to consult 
" him, and ^o take his advice in the absence of 
" brother Asbury."* 

* Mr. Jarratt was one of the n&ost pious clergymen that I was 
ttqaainted with, and his attachmejit to the Methodists was very 
f[rut, and never abated until the Methodists broke off from the 
Ghtttth of England in 1784, and formed themselves into a regular 
(^barch. His nrin^ then began to be somewhat turned against 
^hem { and in some cases he shewed too much warmth in hia 
opposition. Bat* through the greater part of his life, he was a; 
°^of great calmness, and of a candid, and liberal sentiment 
towards other denominations. He died in peace on the 30th of 
I^nary 1801, in the^9.h year of his age. Mr. John Colemao 
H 
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There was however a ^eat revival of religion 
ihis year, in the north ot Virginia^ and in some 
parts of Maryland. Some ot\ our preachers left 
their circuits to keep out of the way of the ene- 
my : but others having more courage, continuedto 
travel as usual, and to trust the Lord with theil 
bodies as well as their souIs« 

Considering all things, our societies were great- 
ly blessed, and the number of our memben 
greatly increased : and notwithstanding we were 
scattered, and in some places suffered loss, yd 
taking the whole connection throughout^ we wen 
highly favoured of the Lord. 

In 1783, the eleventh conference began at '&> 
lis's meeting house, Sussex county, Virgihiet^^ 
the 6th day of May, and adjourned to Baltimbri 
to the 27th day of the same month. 

At this time we took in eleven circuits, whid 
are as follows. In Maryland, Caroline 2Lnd An 
namtssex : in Virginia, Alleghany, Cumbef 
land and Ilolstein : m North Carolina, 'Guilford 
Caswell^ Salisbury, Marsh, Bertie and Pasquo 
tank. We also took in two of the old statioDi 
which had been left out of the minutes for scmw 
years, on account of the war, i. e* Norfolk an( 
New York. 

We had thirty-five circuits, and eighty-tW( 
preachers to travel in them. We added to tbi 
society this year 1955 members. We took nineteei 
young preachers upon trial, so that all the cir 
cuits were well supplied^ 

once a travellingf Methodist preacher, bnt now a minister of tli 
Protestant Episcopal Church, published in 1806, a book calls 
Jarratt's Life : and if what he published be true, and Mr. Jam< 
did write the letters just as they are published, they shew thati 
was more severe in his spirit a|;a)nst the Methodists, than the 
who knew htm ever thdu|;ht bim to be The book, as fiuri 
it speaks of the Methodists, does no credit to the writer or ^ 
Usher of it. If Mr, Jarratt had beeu VWltv^ wheti the book wi 

printed, I am perjihaded he wou\d nev^t S^n« ^Qt^^itx^^Sst "( 

priyate lettcn to have been pabli&^ed. 
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At this conference the preachers fell upon a new 
plan^ in order to provide a support for the preach- 
ers' wives : they required such circuits as they 
thought able^ to raise a certain sum of money for 
the support of the preachers' wives in other circuits. 
The minute stands thus: Q. *^ What sum is to be . 
raised for the support of the preacliers' wives ? 
A. North circuits JSOO, south circuits £60.'' The 
wives to be provided for, the circuits which were 
to raise the monev, the sum to be raised, and the 
piurticalar sum to be given to each preacher's wife, 
i¥ere all. specified in the minutes This plan was 
quite new, and some of the leading men in particu 
lar circuits did not approve of it ; and thought it 
unreasonable that they should raise money for a 
^woman they never saw ; and whose husband had 
Beyer preached aiftong them. 

Bat the Methodist cause is but one in every 
place ; and he who loves his neighbour as him- 
self, will feel for every circuit, every preacher, 
and every preacher's family. 

There was a new n\inute formed respecting 
our local preachers who held slaves^ where the 
laws of the state would admit of their being free. 
It says^ ^^ We will try them another year, in 
the mean time let every assistant deal faithfully 
and plainly with them, and report to the next 
conference. It may then be necessary to suspend 
them.'* 

The following was one of the questions, ^^ Shall 
oar friends be permitted to make spiritous liquors, 
sell, or drink them in drams ? A. By no means ; 
we think it wron^ in it's nature and consecpien- 
ces; and desire all our preachers to teach the 
people by precept and example to put away this 
cvil.^' 

At that time it was but seldom known that a 
Metbodht preacher drank spixilous V\cjaot% ^ x«v- 
ksg in cases of extreme necessity , 
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The conference appointed two days for public 
thanksgiving throughout our connection; for th( 
peace which was established between the TJni 
ted States of Am erica , and the British nation 
for our temporal and spiritual prosperity, and foi 
the glorious revival of the work of God whici 
had taken place among us. The first thanksgiv 
ing day was to be on the first Thursday in Juh 
and the second was to be on the first Thursday u 
October. They also Appointed two fast davs, tb 
first to be held on the first Friday in the followinj 
January ; and the second, on the first Friday ii 
April. 

They then concluded, that all the assistairfi 
and the preachers to be received into full comM 
tion, should attend the next conference. 

There were three preachers who delisted firoi 
travelling this year, namely, Richard Garretts<H 
Micajah Debruler, and Samuel Watson. T 

The revolutionary war being now dosed, an 
a general peace established, we could go into a 
parts of the country without fear; and we soo 
began to enlarge our borders, and to preach i 
many places where we had not been before. W 
soon saw the fruit of our labours in the new cii 
cuits, and in various parts of the country, eve 
in old places where we had preached in forme 
years with but little success. 

One thing in particular, that opened the wa 
for the spreading of the gospel by our preachei 
was this : during the war, which had continue 
seven or eight years, many of the members i 
our societies had, through fear, necessity, < 
choice, moved into the back settlements, an 
into new ^parts of the country : and as soon i 
the national peace wa^ settled, and the way w< 
open^ they solicited us to come among them ; an 
/jj^ their eatnest and freqaent ^e^ivVvow^, \iQt.Vv ve 
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'bal and 'written^ we were prevailed on^ and en« 
couraged to go among them : and they were rea- 
dy to receive us witn open hands and willing 
hearts, and to cry out Blessed is he that cometk 
in the name of the Lord, 

The Lord prospered us much in the thinly set- 
tled parts or the country, where, by collecting 
together the old members of our society, and bv 
^joining some new ones with them, the work 
r greatly revived, and the heavenly flame of reli- 
gion spread far and wide. 

The intercourse being now open between us 
and England^ we thought there was danger of 
preachers or members coming from that country, 
to preach or live among us, whose characters 
im^ not be good. ^ In order that we might not 
be imposed upon, the following regulation was 
adopted. 

Q. ^* How shall tre conduct ourselves towards 

the European Methodists^ should they come to 

this continent? 

i A. We will not receive them without a letter 

': of recommendation, the truth of which we have no 

reason to doubt.*' 

In the latter part of this year, Mr. Wesley in 
England, wrote a letter to Americay which 
agreed with the last minute ; the following is an 
extract from that letter. 

Bristol, Qctob&r 3, 1783. 
1. Let all of you be determined to abide by 
the methodist doctrine, ^nd discipline, published 
in the four volumes of sermons, and the notes up- 
on the New Testament, together with the large 
minutes of the conference. 
I % Beware of preachers coming from Great Bri^ 
\ ^ainor Ireland, without a full recommendation 
^ from mc. Three of our travelling pteaelx^ts \\ft.t^ 
ciifferly desired to go to -America ; \>\3X.\ ^wsX^ 
m2 ' 
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not approve of it by any means ; because I an 
not satisfied that they thoroughly like either ou: 
discipline or doctrine : 1 think they differ from ou 
judgmenf, in one or both. Therefore, if these o 
any others come without my recommendation 
take care how you receive them. 

S. Neither should you receive any preachers 
however recommended, who will not be subjec 
to the American conference, and .cheerfully con 
form to the minutes both of the English and Ami 
rican conferences. 

4. I do not wish our Americaii brethren to re 
ccive any, who make any difficulty of receivinj 
Francis Asbury as the general assistant. 

Undoubtedly the ^eatest danger to the w<nl 
of God in America, is likely to arise either fron 
preachers coming from Europe, or from such a 
will arise from among yourselves, speaking per 
verse things, or bringing in among you new doc 
trines, particularly Calvinian. You should guan 
s^gainst this with all possible care, for it is far ea 
sier to keep them out than to thrust them out. 

I commend you all to the grace of God, and an 
your affectionate friend and brother, 

JOHN WESLEY. 

In 1784, the twelfth conference began at Ellis's 
chapel, in Virginia, on th£ 30th day of April, and 
ended in Baltimore, on the 28th of May. It was 
considered as but one conference, although they 
met first in Virginia, and then adjourned to Bal- 
timore, where the business was finished. 

This year we took in seven new circuits ; f6ur 
of them were in. Virginia, Amherst, Bedford^ 
Hampton, and Accomack ; the other three were 
%xx the north part of our connection, which were 
Juniata, Trentqn, and Long-Island. We alsc 
^admitted on trial twelve young preachers, and 
^cfded to tbe society 1248 m^xabtx^. "We had 
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now forty, six circuits, and eighty -three travelling 
preachers. 

\ There were four preachers who desisted from 

[ . travelling this year, David Abbott, James Tho- 

! mas, James Mallory and John Coleman.* 

A new question was introduced into our mi- 

f nutes this year, which was thus ; 

' Q. What preachers have died this year ? 

t- A. Henry Medcalf and William Wright. 

I This was a new plan, and it was a very proper 

}- and profitable one. By it we might know when 
.oar preachers left the world. Previous to this we 
had taken no account in our minutes of the death 
of any of our travelling preachers. And notwith- 
standing we now mentioned the names of those 
who had died, vet there was nothing said about 
theff deaths or their characters. It might be pro- 
per therefore here to observe, that Henry Med- 
calf was considered as a man deeply rooted and 
grounded in the faith, and very much devoted to 

. God ; and I was informed, :that when he was near 
his end, he got out of his bed, and kneeling down, 
he there died upon his knees. 

We had twenty -four questions and answers on 
oar minutes this year, and some of them are well 
worth noticing at this time. 

Q. What can be done towards erecting new 
ChapelSy and discharging the debts on those al- 
Ttaay built ? 

A. Let the assistant preacher offer a yearly sub- 
scription through the circuit, and insist on every 
member that is able, to give something ; let them 
subscribe, the first quarter, and pay the second ; 

7 and let the money be applied by two general 
stewards. - ^ 

Q. How shall we prevent superfluity in dress 
e,mong our people ? 

* Mr. Colems^n published JanftU'ft V^it. 
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A. Let the preachers carefully aroid every 
thing of this kind in themselves ; and let them 
speaK {rec]uently and faithfully against it in all 
our societies. 

It was also determined, that if any of our friends 
buy ^slaves with no other intention than to hold 
them as slaves, after being previously warned thej 
should be turned out of society. And they were 
not permitted to sell a slave on any condition 
whatever. And if the local preachers would not 
free their slaves in those states where the laws 
would allow of it, they should be suspended, ex- 
cept in Virginia^ and there they should be tried 
another year. 

However good the intention of the preachen 
might be in framing these rules, we are well as- , 
sured that they never were of any particular set- \ 
vice to our societies. Some of the slaves^ how*- ! 
ever, obtained their freedom in consequence, of 
these rules. 

Q. How shall we t^eftftm our singing ? 

A. Let all our preachers who have any know- 
ledge of singing by note, improve it, and sing bj J 
rule, and keep close to Mr. Wesley^s tunes and ^ 
hymns. 

The conference then adopted the directions [ 
which Mr. Wesley had written in the latter part 
of the preceding year, and formed a rule to take 
in the substance of that letter. 

We agreed, that if any European Methodist 
preachers should come over recommended by Mr. 
Wesley, and would be subject to the American 
conference, preach the Methodist doctrine, keep 
the circuits they were appointed to, and be sub- 
ject to Francis Asbury as general assistant, while 
he stands approved^ by Mr. Wesley and thecon- 
ference, we will receive tViem ; bxsA. \f they walk 
contrary to the above ditectioiis^ n^ wj^wnXMA^V 
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shall prevent them from t>eing excluded from our 
eonnection. 

There was a plan laid also for keeping four fast 
days in the year in each circuit ; and the preach- 
ers were directed to write on each Ciass-paper, 
*' The first Friday after every quarterly meeting 
: is to be observed as a day of fasting and prayer. 
f- It was a custom among the Methodists former-^ 
t ly, to observe all Fridays in the year as days of 
Fmsting or abstinence; but this custom is not 
r ^ctly attended to by our societies at present. 
We had a gracious revival of religion this year 
in many of the frontier circuits, and the way was 
opening fast for us to enlarge our borders, and to 
spread the gospel through various places where 
ive had never been before. The call of the peo- 
.ple was great, for more labourers to be sent into 
the Aarvest. 

-iVole— Here end the minutes that were former- 
ly taken and kept in manuscript, and not printed 
until 1795. After this all our annual minutes 
Were printed every year. In the following part 
of this historv, the printed minutes will be at- 
tended to as they came out year after year. 
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CHAPTER V. 

From the first general Conference in 1784, 
the end of the year 1786. 

The Methodists had until this time one /< 
both of worship and discipline in every part oft 
world ; but the independence of these Unif 
States of America, confirmed by the peace 

1783, occasioned an extraordinary change in t 
respect. During the war our societies were d 
prived of the ordinances of baptism, and- ikf' 
Lord^s supper : for the ministers of the chorellrf 
England nad mostly left their parishes : soncrf 
them were silenced, others left off preachinffi Imn 
cause they could not procure a maintenance nyk; 
and many more went into the British dominions, 
From the time of the peace no ecclesiastical aot; 
tbority ofanykind was either exercised ordain^ 
ed by any person or persons whatsoever. In tUJ 
situation, we desired Mr. Wesley's advice ao| 
assistance ; and as he observes, ^^ his scrupleifl 
being at an end, he conceived himself at penec^ 
liberty to exercise that right which he doubted' 
not God had given him.'' 

At the British conference held at Leeds in Jalv' 

1784, Mr. Wesley declared his intention of send: 
ing Dr, Coke and some other preachers to Ame- 
rica, Mr. Richard Whatcoat, and Mr. Thonutt 
Vasty offered themselves as missionaries for 
that purpose, and were accepted. But before they 
sailed, Mr. Wesley wrote to Dr. Coke then in 
Jjondon, desiring him to meet him in Bristol, \Xi 
receive fuller powers ;. and to bring the Rev. Mr. 
Creighton with him. The Dr. and Mr. Creigh 
ton accordingly met him in Bristol ; where M[r. 
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Wesley with the assistance of Dr. CoArc, and Mr. 
Creignton, ordained Ricluird Wimtcoat and Mr. 
Thomas Vasty ^ presbyters for America : and^ 
did afterwards ordain Dr. Coke a superintendant^ 
giving him letters of ordination^ under his hand 
ind seal. Previous to this Dr. CoA^e had been 
irdained a presbyter by a bishop of the church 
ifEngl&nd. 

Dr. CokCy with Messrs. Whatcoat and Vasetj 
Ailed for Americay in the month of September^ 
ind landed at New- York on the third day of No- 
vember. 

By these preachers, Mr. Wesley wrote a lettci* 
to as in Amtricay to be printed and circulated 
among us ; the following is the letter. 

Bristol, September 10, 1784. 
To Dr. Coke^ Mr. Asbury, and our brethren in 

North America, 
" L By a very uncommon train of providences, 
many of the provinces of North America are to- 
tally disjoined from the British empire, and 
erected into Independent States. The English 
government has no authority over them cither 
civil or ecclesiastical, any more than over the 
states of Holland, A civil authority is exer- 
cised over them, partly by the Congress, part- 
ly by the state assemblies. But no one either ex- 
ercises or claims any ecclesiastical authority at 
.all. In this peculiar situatioti some thousancls of 
the inhabitaiits of these States, desire my advice : 
and in compliance with their desire, I have drawn 
up a little sketch. 

" 2. LfOrd KiNc's account of the primitive 
chorch convinced me many years ago, that bi- 
shops and presbyters are the same order, and con- 
sequently nave the same right to ordain. For 
many years I have been importuned from time to 
time^ to exercise this right, by or Aa\ti\T\^ ^^\\. ^"^ 
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our travelling preachers. But Ihave still ^efused^ 
not only for peace sake, but because I was dete&^ 
mined, as little as possible to violate the estab* 
lished order of the national church to which f 
belonged. ^ \ 

" 3. But the case is widely different betwcci 
England and North America. Here there are 
shops who have a legal jurisdiction. In Am 
ca there are none, and but few parish niinistci 
So that for some hundred miles together there 
none either to baptize, or administer the Lo] 
supper. Here therefore my scruples are at 
end: and 1 conceive myself at full liberty, as 
violate no order, and invade no man's right^ ii^ 
appointing and sending labourers into theMt^'j 
vest. 

" 4. 1 have accordingly appointed Dr. Coke 
Mr. Francis Ashury^ to be joint mperintendi 
over our brethren in North America. As 
Richard Whatcoat^ and Thomas Vascy, to 
^^ddtrs aniong them, by baptising and admi 
stering the Lord's Supper 

" 5. If any one will point out a moreratioi 
and scriptural way of feeding and guiding thoi 
poor sheep in the wilderness, I will gladly em- 
brace it. At present I cannot see any better mfr* 
thod than that I have taken. 

'' 6. It has indeed been proposed^ to desire the 
jKwg&A bishops to ordain part of our preacherf 
for America, But to this. I object, 1. 1 desired the 
Bishop oi London to ordain one only ; but coaU 
not prevail. 2. If they consented, we know 
the slowness of their groceeding ; but the mat- 
ter admits of no delay. 8. If they would brdaiA 
them now^ they would likewise expect to govern 
them. And how grievously would this entangle 
us ? 4. As our American brethren are now to- 
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disentangled both from the state^ and from 
English hierarchy, we dare not entangle 
I again^ either with the one or the other. 
7 are' now at full liberty, simply to follow 
scriptures and the primitive church. And 
idge it best that they should stand fast in 
liberty, wherewith God has so strangely 
5 them free.^' JOHN W£SLEY. 

the, same time Mr. Wesley prepared a li- 

little differing from that of the Church of 
2tnd, or rather revised the Common Prayer 
, leaving out certain parts, and altering 

of the ceremonies, and some of the psalms, 
making the morning and evening service 
I shorter than it was before. He advised all 
•avelling preachers to use it on the Lord's/ 
in all the congregations, reading the Litany 
on W^ednesdays and Frid^s, and to jjray 
apore on all other days. He also advised 
Elders to administer the Supper of the Lord 
"^ery Lord's day. 

s soon as Dr. Coke landed in America, 
id his plan to meet Mr. Asbury as soon as 
ble, and travelling from ^cii?- For/fc to Phi- 
phiaj and then down into the Delawate 
, he met with Mr. Asbury at Barratfs 
>el on the 14th day of the same month* 
T then consulted together about the plan 
h Mr. Wesley had adopted, and recommend- 

us. After the business was maturely weigh- 
,nd sufficient time was tak^n to consult some 
r of the preachers who were present on that 

it was judged advisable to call together all 
ravelling preacheris in a general conference 
i held in Baltimore at chnstmaSi . 
r. Freeborn Garrettson undertook' to travel 
s south, in order to ^ive notice to all the 
\Ymg preachers of this intended ia^^%i%^ 
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But bcitir fond. of preaching by the way, and 
thinking he could do the business by writing, hi 
did not give timely notice to the preachers whi 
were in the extremities of the work ; and d 
course several of them were hot at thai cQnfe< 
rcnce. 

December 27th, 1784^The thirteenth confe 
rence began in Baltimorty which was considerd 
to be a TOneral confere^pce, in which Thomm 
Coke and Francis Asbury presided. i 

At this conference we formed ourselves inll 
a regular church, by the name ot Tht Methodk 
Episcopal Church; making at the same tiaM 
the Episcopal office elective, and the elected m* 
perintendant amenable to the body of miniifeai 
and preachers. 

Mr. Asbury was appointed a eUpermtendot^ 
by Mr. Wesley^ yet he would not submit to bi 
ordained, unless he could be voted in by the co& 
ference : when it was put to vote, he was unaii 
mously chosen. He was then ordained Deacon 
then Elder ^ and afterwards Superinttndantj be 
fore the end of the conference. At the redaei 
of Mr. Asbury when he was about to be ordaiii 
ed a Superintendant, Mr. Otterbine, a Gennal 
minister, who was a pious man, assisted in hi 
ordination by the laying on. of his haiids withth 
other ministers. 

At this conference there were IS preachen 
elected to the Elder's office, aiid ndost of thes 
were ordained — their naihes were, 
Freeborn Garrettson,* James O. CroxnwelL* 
William Gill, John Tunnel 

Le Roy Cole, NelsoQ Reed, 

John Hagerty> Jeremiah Lambcrt,t 

* Mr. GanreUiDti, and Mr. Crom#elU were ^rdaintd for Kovt 
Scotia* and were tent there immediately afterwards. 
f Mr. Liuaiicrti was ordiined for Klk^A^^/vu\VAVi^a^Xbdiel 
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Reoben Ellis, Beverly Allen,* 

James 0>Kelly, Henry Willis.f 

Richard Ivey,l 

They also elected three Deacons, John Dickins, 
Caleb Boyer, and Ignatius Pigman. Mr. Boyer 
was not present. 

Being now formed into a church, a regular plan 
of proceeding was laid, and a form of discipline 
irawn up. In the minutes of this conference 
there i^ere eighty-one questions with answers, a 
few of which I shall take notice of: If any one 
wishes to see the whole, he may read the mi- 
nutes of that general coniference. 

This being the beginning of the Methodist 

"Episcopal Cnurch, it will be necesssry to take 

fuiicatar notice of those regulations or rules, 

wludi were formed at that time, especially such 

as liad not been previously practised by us. 

Q. 9. *^ What can be done in order to the futur 
union of the Methodists ?" 

A. "During the life of the Reverend Mr. Wes- 
ley, we acknowledge ourselves his Sons in the 
Gfospel, ready in matters belonging to church- 
government, to obey his commands. And we do 
enffage after his death, to do every thing that we 
juage consistent with the cause of religion in 
America^ and the political interest of these states- 
to preserve and promote our Union with the Me, 
thodists in Europe.^^ 

This engagement to obey Mr. Wesley^s com- 
mands " in matters belonging to church-govefil- 
nient" was afterwards the cause of some uneasi- 
ness : which will be noticed in it's proper place. 
Q. 3. " As the ecclesiastical as well as civil 

f * Mr. Allen was not ordained until the conference held at 
[ Cnea Hill'», in North.Carolina» in the latter part of April 1785. 

[ ^ Mr. Willtf was not at the conference ; but was ordained a 
\ «cw weeks %ittrwird», by the Bishop andoae iAdct oiilV|. 
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affairs of these United States have passed throui 
a very considerable change by the revolutio 
what plan of church-government shall we her 
, after pursue ?'' 

A. " We will form ourselves into an Episc 
pal church under the direction of superintendan 
ciders, deacons-, and helpers, according to t 
forms of x>rdination annexed to Qur litur^^ a: 
the form of discipline set forth in these mmatei 

Q. 4. ^' What may we reasonably believe 
be God^s design in raiding up the Method 
preachers ?" 

A. " To reform the continent, and to spre 
scriptural holiness over these lands.'' 

Ihe following rules were formed respectil 
strangers, or persons not of our society. 

Q. 11. " How often shall we permit strangi 
to be present at the meeting of the society V^ 

A. " At every other meeting of the society 
every place, let no stranger oe admitted. - 
other times they may ; but the same person i 
above twice or thrice.'' 

Q. 12. ^* How often shall we permit strange 
to be present at our Love-feasts ?" 

A, ^^ Let them be admitted with the utm< 
caution ; and the same person on no accou 
above twice, unless he becomes a member." 

Q. 16. ^^ How shall we prevent improper p 
sons from insinuating into the society ?" 

A. 1. ^^ Give tickets to none till they are i 
commended by a leader, with whom they ha 
met at least two months ^on trial. y * ^ . 

2. Give notes to none but those who are r 
commended by one you know, or till they ha^ 
met three or four times in a class." 

Q. 17, *^ When shall we admit . new mej 
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A. " In large towns, admit them into the so- 
ciety on the Sunday following the qoartcrly meet- 
ing. Then also read the names of those that are 
excluded*'^ 

In country places, it has always been a cus- 
tom to admit persons into our society, at any time 
when the circuit preacher who has the charge of 
the circuit is present, 

Q. 18. " Should we insist on the rules concern- 
ing dress ?^ 

A. ** By all means. This is no time to give 
aoy encouragement to superfluitj^ of apparel. 
Therefore give no tickets to any, till they have 
left off superfldbus ornaments. Allow no exempt 
ease, ilot even of a married woman. Better one 
toffer than many. Give no ticket to any that 
wear high heads, enormous bonnets, ruffles or 
riMs." 

There was a rule formed, respecting marrying, 
which runs thus : " Many of our members have 
married with una wakened persons. Q. What 
can be done to put a stop to this ? A. Let every 
preacher publicly inforce the Apostle^s caution^ 
ot not unequally yoked together with unbeliev- 
trs, 2. Let him openly oeclare, whoever does 
.this will be expelled the society. Let all be ex- 
horted to take no step in so weighty a matter 
without advising with the most serious of their 
brethren.'^ 

This rule continued with but little alteration, 
until the general cenference in 1804. It was then 
ahered by a small majority of votes ; and no one 
is expelled from our society at present, for mar- 
rying persons without religion. Formerly the 
nile was " whoever marries an unawakened per- 
son will be expelled ;^' now it stands, " Will 
he put back on trial for six months.'^ If any of 
^yxT members now (1809) marries a^^ts^wNNvx^ 
J 2 
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has the form, and is seeking the poveer of godli- 
ness^ there is no objection ;l>at if^the person doei 
not come up to tms description, sucn offendiBg- 
member is to be put back on trial for six months. 

Q. 23. ^^ May our ministers or travelUng 
preachers drink spiritous liquors ?" 

A. ^^ By no means, unless it be mcdicinallyJ*^ 

Q. 27. " To whom is the Superintendant a- 
menable for his conduct ?^ ' 

A. " To the conference : who have power to 
expel him for improper conduct, if they see it ne- 



cessary.^^ 



N. B. No person shall be ordained a Superuh 
tendanty Elder or Dtacouj with§ut thft cons^ 
of a majority of the conference, and the conieiit. 
and imposition of hands of a Siiptrintendafti 
except m the following instance ; 

Q, 29. " If by death, expulsion or otherwili^ 
there be no Superintendant remaining in our. 
church, what shall we do ?'^ 

A. " The conference shall elect a Superinten- 
dant, and the Elders or any three of them shall 
ordain him according to our liturgy.'' 

Another rule was, ^^ that if a Superintendant 
ceases from travelling without the consent of th* 
conference, he shall not thereafter exercise any 
ministerial function whatsoever in our church.* 
The same rule was also made for the Elders and 
Deacons, in case they should cease to travel with- 
out the consent of the conference^ 

There were twelve rules formed for a helpen 
which are proper, and worth attending to by all 
our preachers ; they are as follow ; 

1. ** Be diligent.. Never be unemployed. Ne- 
ver be triflingly employed. Never lOhile away 
time : neither spend any more time at any place 
than is strictly necessary.'' 
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2. '^ Be serloas. Let vour motto be^ holiness 
the Lord. , Avoid all iightne,ss^ jesting; and 

olish talking.'' 

3. " Converse sparingly and cautiously with 
omen : particularly with young women.'' 

4. " Take no step toward marriage without 
rst consulting with your brethren." 

6. " Believe evil of no one : unless you see it 
)ne, take heed how you credit it. Put the best 
instruction on every thing. You know the judge 
always supposed to be on the prisoner's side, 
6. " Speak evil of no one : else your word espe- 
ally would eat as doth a canker: keep your 
koughts within your own breast^ till you come to 
le nerson concerned. 

7." Tell every one who is under your care, what 
'oa think wrong in his conduct and temper, and 
^hiolVy as soon as may be, else it will fester in 
00^ neart., Make all haste to cast the fire out of 
oar bosom. 

8. " Do not affect the gentleman^— A preacher 
'the gospel is the servant of all. 

9. ^^ Be ashamed of nothing but sin : not of 
itching wood (if time permit) or drawing water : 
ot of cleaning your own shoes^oryour neigh- 
our's. 

10. " Be punctuitl. Do every thing exactly at 
le time. And do ndt mtnd our rulea, but A;eep 
lem : not for wrath, but for conscience sake. 

11. " You have nothing to do but to save souls. 
i*herefore spend and be spent in this work. And 
;o always, not only to those that want^ but to 
[lose that want you most. 

" Observe. It is not your business to preach so 
lany times, and to take care of this or that soci^ 
y ; but to save as many souls as you can ; to 
ring as many sinners as you possibly can to re* 
entance, and with all your powci: \o W^^^^\s^ 
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up in that holiness without which they cannot see 
the Lord ! And remember I a Methodist preach* 
er is to mind every i>oint^ great and small, ia 
the JSlethodist discipline ! Therefore you will 
need all the sense you have, and to have all your^ 
wits about you ! 

12. ^^ Act in all things, not according to yov] 
own will, but as a son in the gospel. As sacf ' 
it is your part to employ all your time in tl 
manner which we direct : partly in preack>| 
ing and visiting from house to house: partly i 
reading, meditation and prayer. Above all,' 
you labour with us in our Lord's vineyard, it 
needful you should do that part of the woik 
which we advise, at those times and places i9\aA 
we judge most for his glory.*' 

In some cases we had been imposed on bj' 
strange preachers^ who, coming among us under 
the character of Methodist preachers, had bees 
encouraged to preach for a season, even till Ikj 
were found out to be bad men. It was now thoiqtt j 
proper to guard against such impostors ; and tK 
following rule was formed. ^^ Let no person be i 
employed as a travelling preacher, unless hiij 
name be printed in the minutes of the conference ! 

Preceding, or a certificate be given him under the , 
and of one of the superintendants ; or, in their 
absence, of three assistants. And for this par 
pose, let the minutes of the conference be always 
printed.^ 

From that time all the minutes of the confer- 
ences have been printed regularly every year. 

Q. 37. " What shall be the regular annual sa- 
lary of the elders, deacons and helpers ?^ 

A. " j^64 and no more r" And for each preach- 
er's wife jf64i. And for each preacher's childj 
if under the age of six years, there shall be al- 
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lowed j^6 ; and for each child af the age of six, 

ttd ander the age of eleven years, jjif2l S3 cts." 

[ This rule for allowing a support for the children 

!; Pj^s not pleasing to our societies in general ; 

if^^ as there were many objections raised against 

% the conferience in 1787 resolved, that no allow- 

"^ e should be made in future for the children of 

married preachers. 
■^Qd there was no rejgular provision made for 
^^ after that, until the year 1800, when the 
p^-,!|^'^l conference settled an allowance for the 
\ JJ!}^^^} which still continues in our discipline. 
• S^^**^ were also some rules drawn up respect- 
u^th^ emancipation of slaves, which were in sub- 
™*^^ as follows : " Every member in our society 
™ Has slaves, in those -states where the laws 
^5lmit of freeing them, shall, after notice gi- 
J® Him by the preacher, within twelve months, 
(oo^ptin Virginia, and there within two years) 
IfP^Vy execute and record an instrument, where- 
\^ sets free every sldve in his possession, those 
iVuQ are from forty to forty-five, immediately, or 
•^ ^^rthest at the age of forty -five. Those who 
»ft between the ages of twenty-five and forty, 
immediately, or within the course of five years. 
' Those who are between the ages of twenty and 
twenty-five, immediately, or at farthest at the age 
of thirty. Those who are under the age of twen- 
ty, as soon as they are twenty-five at farthest. — 
And every infant, immediately on it^s. birth. 
"Every person concerned, who will not comply 
with these ruleSy shall have liberty quietly to with- 
draw from our society within the twelve months 
following, the notice being given him as aforesaid. 
Otherwise the assistant shall exclude him in the 
society. 

" No person holding slaves, shall in future be ad- ' 
minted into society, or tothel40vd's «vv5^^t^V>i&. 
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he previously comply with these rule 
ing slavery. 

'^ Those who buy or sell slaves^ or 
away, unless on purpose to free them^ s 
pellea immediately/' 

These rules were but short lived, an^ 
fensiveto most of our southern friends ; 
so much opposed by many of our pri 
bers, local preachers^ and some of the 
. preachers, that the execution of thei 
pended at the conference held in June 
about six months after they were for 
they were never afterwards carried int 
However, sonie parts of them have be 
among us ; but they have been changei 
ed, until the last general conference i 
which time the greater part of the rule 
very was abolisned, and no part of it 
ed respecting private members. Tl 
tained m our discipline, only relates 
to our travelling preachers, and such otl 
as are to be brought forward to official 
our church. I shall therefore take 
notice of the rules about slavery w' 
made at various times for twenty -four 
from the Christmas conference in 1784 
general conference held in 1808. Foi 
perience has taught us, that the va 
which have been made on this busines 
been attended with that success whic 
pected. \ 

The directions given concerning the \ 
iron of the Lord^s supper, were 1, ** Let i 
mended to the people to receive it lint 
they may receive it standing or siitir 
no person who is not a member of our 
admitted to the communion without a 
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et, which ticket must be changed erer^ quar- 

he direction given about baptism was , ^^ Let 
y adult person, land the parents of every child 
; baptized, have their choice either of immcr- 
or sprinkling,'^ 

is also said, '* We will on no account whatso- 
f suffer any elder or deacon among us to re- 

* B,fee or pr6sent for administering the ordi- 
:e of marriage, baptism, or the burial of the 

; freely we receive^ and/recij/ we give/' 
fter a few years, it was thought best to take a 
ent for performing the marriage ceremony j 
for thenloney so received to be given in to the 
ards of the circuity to be applied to the ma* 
; up of the preacher's quarterage ; but in case 
preachers of the circuit received their quar- 
ge w^ithout it, then the nloney so received.^ 
id be brought to the next conference, and 
pplied to the making up of the deficiencies of 
preachers; But there was another alteration 
e in 1800, and each preacher was then al- 
5cl to take for marrying people^ what they 
»e to give him^ and to keep it, without giving 
account of it : which custom has prevailed 

• since* 

'here were sorhe further directions given tothe 
ichers which respect visiting families, and lU^ 
cting the children i " (Go into eVcry house in 
rse j and teach every one therein, young and 
, if they belong to us^ to be christians inwardly 
i outwardly. Make every particular plain to 
tr understanding ; fix it in their memoi^y ; write 
n their heart. In order to this^ there must be 
J upon Itniy precept upon prtce^f. What 
ience, what love, what knowledge is requisite 
this V' 
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" But what shall we do for the rising gtn 
ration? Who will labour for them? Let hi 
who is zealous for God and the souls df men beg 

910W, 

1. " Where there are ten children whose f 
rents are in society, meet them at least an ho 
every week. 

2. " Talk with them every time you see any 
them at home : 

3. " Pray in earnest for them : 

4. " Diligently instruct and vehemently exh( 
all parents at their own houses : 

5. " Preach expressly on education. " Bat 
have no gift for this.'^ Gift or no gift, you are to i 
it, else you are not called to be a Stethodist prcac 
er : Do it as you can, till you can do it a«y 
would. Pray earnestly for the gift, and use t 
means for it." 

Q. 57. " How shall we guard against form 
ity in singing ? 

A. 1. ^' By choosing such hymns as are prop 
for the congregation : 2. By not singing too moi 
at once ; seldom more than five or six verses : 
By suiting the tune to the words : 4. By oft 
stopping short and asking the people, " Nov 
Do you know what you said last ? Did you spei 
no more than you fclt?^ 6. Do not suffer t 
people to sing too slow. This naturally tends 
formality. 6. In every large society let the 
learn to sing. And let them always learn o 
own tunes first. 7* Let the women constant! 
sing their parts alone. Let no man sins wi 
them unless he understands the notes, and sin] 
the bass. If you cannot sing yourself, choose 
person or two in each place to pitch the tune f< 
you. Exhort every one in the congregation 
jg/ng-^ not one in ten only. If a preacher be pr( 
seutj let no singer give out tVv* vjotAs?^ 
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Another minute was this. Q. " What shall 
we do with those members of our society wlio 
wilfully and repeatedly neglect to meet their 
class ? 

A. 1. " Let the assistant or helper visit them, 
whenever it is practicable, and inform them, if 
ftey continue to lieglect they will be excluded. 
2. " If they do not amend, let the assistant ex- 
clude them in the society, informing it, that they 
Sitoe laid aside for a breach of our rules of disci - 
plme, and not for immoral conduct.'' 

At this conference there was a regular plan 
bUd fol: raising money to support, or help our 
ireachers and their families, it was called the 
* Preachers' Fund." For the money was to be 
QoMected from the travelling preachers, and ap- 
plied to the support of the preachers^ 

Q. 72. '^ How can we provide for superannu- 
ated preachers, and the widows and orphans of 
[»reachers r" 

A. 1. " Let every travelling preacher contri- 
Mite two dollars yearly at the conference. 

2. ^* Let every one, when first admitted as a 
:raveHing preacher, pay two dollars and sixty-se- 
^en cents, 

3. *' Let this money be lodged in the hands of 
the treasurers. 

4. ** Let there be three treasurers ; three clerks, 
each of whom shall keep a separate account; 
and three inspectors, who shall annualFy lay be- 
fore the conference an exact state of the fund. 

6." Let these nine form a committee for the ma- 
nagement of the fund. Three of whom shall be 
competent to proceed on any business, provided 
one DC a treasurer, another an inspector, and 
a third a clerk. 

K 
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6. ^' Out of this fund let provision be made, first 
for the worn out preachers, and then for the wi' 
dows and children of those that are dead. 

7. " Every worn out preacher shall receive, if 
he wants it, j{^ 64 a year. 

8. '* Every widow of a preacher shall receive 
yearly , if she wants it, $ 53 and 33 cts. 

9. " Every child of a preacher shall receive 
once for all, i| he wants it, J^ 53 and 33 cts. 

10. '' But none shall be entitled to any thing 
from this f^ind, till he has paid ^ 6 67 cts. 

11. '' Nor any who neglects paying his sab- 
scriptipn for three years together^ unless he be sdtf 
by the conference out of these United States, &c * 

This fund afforded relief to a good many of oor 
preachers in the time of distress ; and most part 
of the preachers were subscribers to it. The re- 
gulations were changed afterwards in some par- 
ticulars, but the fund continued in operation un- 
til we established the chattered fund in Vt% 
Then all the st^ck of the prcjlchers' fund wai ' 
thrown into the chartered fund, which wasin' 
corpdrated in 1797 in Philadelphia. After that 
time there was some alteration made in the sik 
plication of the money given annually by the 
preachers. 

The annual subscriptions of the travelling 
preachers, to the preachers' fund, was to be re-* 
served for extraordinary cases, which the char- 
tered fund might not reach. Some time after 
that, the subscriptions were dropped ^Itogethcri. 
and have never since been revived. 

The 75th question was, " Is there any exce^ 
tion to the rule ^' let the men and women sit 
apart V A. There is no exception. Let them sit 
apart in all oiir chapels." 

This rule has been established among the j/e« 
cJwdists from the beginning, and every "departure . 
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'efroin, has been deemed a departure from the 
sr and discipline of the Methodists, 
it this time the prayer book, as revised b^ Mr. 
;sley, w^s introduced among us ; and m the 
;e towns, and in some country places, our 
icbers read prayers on the Lord's day : and 
some cases the preachers read part of the 
uing service on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
some of the preachers who had been long 
istomed to pray extempore, were unwilling 
dopt this new plan. Bemg fully satisfied that 
;^ could pray better, and with more, devotion 
lie their eyes were shut, than they could with 
r eyes open. After a . few years the prayer 
k was laid aside, and has never been used 
s^ in public vvorship. 

ne Superintendants, and some of the Elders, 
loduced the custom of wearing gowns and 
ids, but it wa^ opposed by many of the preach- 
as well as private members, who looiced un- 
it as needless and superfluous. Having made 
and against it, aifter a few years it was given 
and has never been introduced among' us 
;c. 

?he Methodists were pretty generally pleased 
Dur becoming a churi>*h, and heartily united 
ether in the plan which, the conference had 
•pted. And fi'om that time religion greatly re- 
ed. 

will here insert some of the Articles of Reli. 
Q which were received at that conference, 
ere were twenty -five articles in all ; but I 
ill insert only twelve of them. 
Sl^. B. The whole of the articles may be seen 
the Methodistb' form of discipline. 
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ARTICLES OF RELIGION. 

I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinitt/. 

There is but one living and true God, eyerUfit* 
ing, without body or parts ; of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness ; the Maker and Preftervef 
of all things both visible and invisible. And itfj 
unity of this Godhead there are three Persons ffi 
one substance, power, and eternitj ; the Father,' 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. J 

II. Of the Word, or Son of God, who 'wasmaH 

i>ery Man. 

The Son, who is the Word of the Father, the 
very and eternal God, of one substance with the 
Father, took man's nature in the womb of tbi 
blessed Virgin; sq that two whole and perfttf 
natures, that is to say, the Godhead and Mi|^ 
hood, were, joined together in one Person, never 
to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very Godj 
»nd very man, who truly suftered, was cruciCej^ 
dead, and buried, to reconcile his Father to uSi: 
and to be a sacrifice j not only for original guilt, 
but also for actual sins of men, 

III. Of the Resurrection of Christ 

Christ did truly rise again from the dead, airf 
took again his body, with all things appertainii^ 
to the perfection of man's nature^ wherewith he 
ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth until hf 
return to judge all men at the last day, 

IV. Of the Holy Ghost. 

The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father 
a/fd the SqHj is of oi;\c subsl^XC'^^ Tcvvx^t^^blx^ ^ud 
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glory, with the Father and the Son, very and 
eternal God. 

V, Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Sa^piuresfor 

Solvxition, 

Holy Scripture containeth all tilings necessary 
to salvation : so that whatsoever is not read there- 
jfa, or may be proved thereby, is not to be re- 
tired of any man, that it should be believed as 
|tQ article of the faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy 
Scripture w^ do understand those Canonical 
books of the Old and Nevy Testament, of whose 
Uithority was never any doubt in the church. 

VIII. Of Frtc-WUL 

The condition of man after tlie fa|.ll of Adaoi 
iil-si}ch^ that he cannot turn and prepare himself 
by his own natural strength and works to faith, 
and calling upon God : Wherefore we have no 
[Kiwer to do good works pleasant and acceptable 
to God, without the grace of God by Christ pre- 
venting us, thai we may have a good will, and 
working with u&,' when we have that good wiP« 

IX. Of the Justification of Man. 

TVe are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesu:$ 
Christy by faith, and not for our own works or 
dfeservmgs : wherefore, that we arfe justified by 
faith only, is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very full of comfort. 

X. Of Good Works. 

Although good work^, which are the fruits of 
feith, and follow afier justiiicatioB, cuivtwA. \iVK\» 

K 2 
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away our sine, aiul eniliire the severity of 
Jmlgmeiit; yet arc th^y pleasing and aece 
tu Go(t in Chriiit, and itpring out of a tru 
lively taitli. insomuch that by them a livel; 
may l>c as cvUEcntly known, as a tree dis( 
by it's fruit, 

XII. OfSla after Justification. 

Not every sin willingly committed aftei 
Jieation, is the sin against the Holy Gfaot 
unpardonable. Wherefore {he grant of 
tuncc is not to be denied to such as fall in 
after justiScation : after we have rccetvi 
Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace 
and fall into sin, and by the grace of G( 
a^ain, and amend our lives. And therefoi 
are to be conilemned who say they can n< 
sin as long as they live here, or deny the 
of forgive nci^s to such as truly. repent. 

XHI. Of tlie Church. 

-The visible Church of Christ is a cot 
.tiou of faithful finen, in which' the pure w 
God H preached, and the Sacraments di 
ministered according to Christ's ordinanct 
those things that of necessity are requisite 



XXII. Of the Rites OTtd Ceremonies QfCh\ 

■ It is not necessary that rites and cere 
should in all places be the same, or exactly 
for they have been always different, and r 
changed according to the diver^ty of roi 
times, and menus' manners, so that nothing 
. dit/ned against GoA'i'UOxi.. Vf\x%Bsie,\ftt^t 
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his private judgment , willingly and purposely 
doth openly break the rite^ and ceremonies of 
:he church to which he belongs^ which are not 
repugnant to the word of God, and are ordained 
ind api>roved by Common autllonty, ought to be 
"cbuked openly, that others may fear to do the 
ike, as- one" Ihiil iiBiiiiliilli aggiinst the common 
irder of the church, and woundeth tliC: conscien- 
ces of weak brethren. 

Every particular church may ordain, change, 
)r abolish rites and ceremonies, so that all things 
nay be done to edification. 

XXIII. Of the Rulers of the Unilcd StaUs of 

America. 

The l^resident and Congress, the General As- 
semblies, the jGlovernors, and the Councils of 
State, as the Delegates of the People^ are the 
rolers of the United States of America, accord- 
ing to the division of power made to them by the 
Constitution of the United States, and by the 
Constitutions of their respective States. And the 
said States are a sovereign and independent na- 
tion, and ought not to be subject to any foreign 
jurisdicti6n. 

1786— The business of the conference being- 
over, the preachers soon set out for their different 
stations. About the middle of February, Mr. 
Freeborn GarrettsoUy and Mr. James O. Crom- 
.w^ll embarked for Nova Scotia, for which plsice 
they haH been ordain£d and appointed^ It was a 
dangerous voyage for that season of the year ; 
but after many difficulties they came to the dc«> 
sired Haven. They were owned and honoured of 
Grod in that ^ juntry ; and by their labours, souls 
were awakend and converted ; and societies were 
fprmed. At the close of the revohxtvou^r^ Hi^s:^ 
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some of the ^Methodists had gone to Nova Sco- 
tia and settled in the BritUili provinee, and were 
longing and prayin«r for labourers to be sent in- 
to that part of the Lord's vineyard, who were 
ready at the arrival of our brethren to cry out 
as others had likewise done, '^ Blessed is he thit 
eoineth in the name of the Lord.'' ' ■ 

in the latter part of Febiniary, jMcssrs. At^ 
hurif^ Henry WiiliSj and myself, went in com- 
pany to C/iarleston, in South- Carolina ; aiiul 
were all taken in to lodge at Mr. Edgar Wells's, 
who was a merchant, but not religious. We ap- 

J)lied for the use of an old meeting house, which 
brmerly belonged to the Baptists, but had not 
been oceupied for some years. Wc obtained li- 
berty to preach in it and advertised in the news- 
papers, (it being Saturday night) that we wooM 
preach there the next day. 

On Sunday, the 27th day of February, I 
preached the* first sermon in Charleston^ wMck 
may be considered the first Methodist serniO¥ 
tliat was ever preached in the city, with a viev 
of continuing preaching in that place. Mr. 
Pillmore had preached there some years before, 
as he was passing through the country. 

At this first meeting, Mr. IVellSy at whose house 
we put up, was awakened, and felt the need of 
religion. Mr. iVillis preached in the afternoon, 
and I preached again at nisht^ and arain the next 
night ; after which I left tne city. Mr. Asburn 
continued in the city a few days, and then left 
Mr. Willis there as a stationed preacher ; by 
whose labours a society was soon formed, ana 
has continued until the present day. 

After the arrival of Dr. Coke in the latter part 

of the past year, he and Mr. Asbtirv consulted 

nboat the propriety of building a school or col- 

/effc, and at length began to %w\c\\. ^^ti^v^tA (oc 



OK THE METHODISTS. 113 

rpose. The business was brought before 
ference which met at Christmas, and it 
reed to, and steps were taken in order tp 
vith the work. At the close of the con- 
; a plan for erecting the college was pub- 

and signed by the two Superinttndants, 
IS as follows : 

Ian for erecting a college, intended to ad- 
e religion in America, to be presented to 
principal members andfriencLf of the Me- 
ist Episcopal Church. 
le college is to be built at Abingdon in Ma- 
!,on a healthy spot, enjoying aline air and 
Intensive prospect. It is to receive for edu- 
md board the sons of the elders and preach* 
le Metiiodisrt clmrch, poor orphans, and the 
F the subscribers, and of other friends. It 
t expected that all our friends who send 
Uildi'en to the college, will, if they be able, 

moderate sum for their education and 
: the rest will be taught and boarded, and, 

finances will allow of it, clo^thcd gratis, 
istitution is also intended for the benefit of 
img men who are called to preach, that they 
receive a measure of that improvement 

is highly expedient as a preparative for 

service. A teacher of the tangujiffes with 
her will be provided,, as also aniElnfflish 
• to teach with the utmost propriety, both 
d and speak the English language : no^ 
,ny, other branch of literature oe omitted, 

may be thpught necessary for any of the 
ts ; above a)l, especial care shall be taken 
le attention be paid to the religion and mo* 
f the children, and to the exclustion of all 
as continue of an ungovernable temper. 
tcllegc will be under the presvdci\ts\v\Y ^f 

ponntendants of onv cVivir^Vi fot v\v\iN\vftj^ 
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being : and is to be su{)ported by yi^rly coUec* 
tions throughout our circuits^ and any endow* , 
ments whicn our friends may think pn^rto^ 
give and bequeath, consistently with the laws rfi 
the respective States, in which they are ma^i 
The buildings, if it please God, will be began iM 
next June, and the subscribers are desired to sentf 
in their subscriptions, as far as it is convenieid 
to any of our ministers or preachers in the interH 
mediate space : but wherever it is inconvenient,] 
we will most cheerfully wait the subsei*ibem 
time. 

Three objects of considerable magnitude, we 
have in view in the erection of this college. 

The first is a provision for the sons, of our mar- 
ried ministers and preachers. 

The wisdom and love of God have now thrirt' 
out a large number of labourers into his harvest: 
men who desire nothing on earth but to proDMli 
the glory of God, by saving their, own souls apd. 
those that hear them. And those to whom they 
minister spiritual things, are willing to minister 
to them of their carnal things ; so that they have 
food to eaty andraimcnt to put on, and are content 
therewith. 

A competent provision is likewise made for the 
wives of married preachers; and an allowance 
over and above for their little children. 

Yet one considerable difficulty lies on those that 
have boys, when they are grown too big to be 
under their mother's direction. Having no fother 
to govern and instruct them, they are exposed to 
a thousand temptations. To remedy this, is one 
motive that induces us to lay before our friends 
the present plan, that these little ones may have 
all the instruction they are capable of, together 
with all things necessary fbrthc body. 
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n this view, our college will become one of 
noblest charities that can be conceived. > How 
sonable is the institution ? Is it fit that the diil- 
n of (hose wholeave wife and all that is dear^ to 
e souls from death, should want what is need- 
either for soul or body ? ought we not to supply 
it the parent cannot, because of bis labours in 
Gk>spel ? How excellent will be the effect of 

ins|;itution ? The preacher, eased of this 
ght, can the more cheerfully go on in his^la- 
r. And perhaps many of these children may 
rafter fill up the place of those that shall re6i 
n their labours, 

!he second object we have in view, is the edu- 
on 9nd support of poor orphans, and surely 

need not enumerate the many happy conse- 
nces arising from such a charity. Innum,erable 
ssings concenter in it ; not only the immediate 
rfot the objects of our charity, but the ability 
jn them, under the providence of God, to. 
^ide for themselves through the remainder of 
r lives. 

*he last, though perhaps not the least object in 
V, is the establishment of a seminary lor the 
dren of our competent friends, where learn- 

and religion may go band in hand : where 
py advantage may be obtained which may 
mote the prosperity of the present life, without 
angering the morals and religion of the chil- 
a through those temptations, to which they 

too much exposed m most of the public 
6ols. This is an object of importance indeed: 

here all the tcnderest feelings of the parent's 
rt range on our side. 

ini the expcnce of such an undertaking will 
very large: and the best means we could 
ik of at our late conference to accomplish our 
ign was, to desire the assistance of alltUosii vv\ 
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every place, who wish well to the work of God; 
who long to see sinners convei-ted to God, and the 
kingdom of Christ set up in all the earth. 

All who are thus mlndeii^ and more especially 
our own friends who form our eougregations, 
have an opportunity now of shewing their lov( 
to the gosjKjl. I^ow pro;note, as far as in yo« 
lies, one of the noblest charities in the world 
Now forward, as you are able, one of the rao^ 
cxcollent designs- tlmt ever was set on foot ir 
this country. Do what you can to comfort th 
parents, who give up their all for you, and t( 
give their children cause to bless you. You wil 
be no poorer for what you do on such an occasion 
God is a good pay -master. And you know,ii 
doing this you lend unto the Lord : in due tm 
he shall repay you. 

THOMAS COKE. 
FRANCIS ASBURY. 
Baltimore, January 3, 1785. 

We have already been favoured with sujbscri( 
tions, amounting to J'lOST 17^. sterling.'^ . 

Dr. Coke then went to Abingdon, and mad 
some engagements for the land as a scite for tti 
college, and for materials for the building ; an 
the work was begun without delay ; and mim 
of our friends gladly assisted, by giving liberal] 
toward the support of the institution. 

The college was built on an eminence in I 
bingdon, and was of the following dimensions, U 
feet in length from east to west, and 40 feet^ 
breadth, from noHh to south ; and stood on tl 
»)ummit and centre of six acres of land. 

The house was divided into rooms as follow 
at the west end there were two rooms on tl 
lower floor; each 25 by 20. The second and tbii 
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stories the same. The rooms in the east ^nd 
were of the same size with those in the west. 

In the middle of the lower floor was the coU 
lege hall, 40 feet square, and over tixat on the sq- 
eond floor, two school rooms ; and on the third 
Boor two bed chambers. At the ends of the hall 
v^ere places for four sets of stair cases, two at 
each end, with proper doors opening on the stair 
i^ses. 

The college was built of brick, and from the 
np of it there was an extensive prospect, both 
II the bay, and of the adjacent country. As 
toon as the house was in order for the school to 
)egin, even before any of the rooms were finish* 
d, a few scholars were collected, and a master 
>roVidcd to teach them.; but the college was to 
3e opened in form at a future day. 

On the 8th, 9th, and 10th days of December 
1787, the college wa.s opened, and Mr. Asbury 
ireached each day ; the dedication sermon on 
Sunday from 2 Kings, 4, 40. " O thou man of 
jod. there is death in the pot.'^ 

Tne two superintendants called the college af- 
cr their own names, Cokesbury College. 

When the college was built^it was well un- 
lerstood, that the whole management, of it w^s 
o be under the direction of the conference. But 
ifter eome yeiars Mr. Asbury consented for it to 
>e incorporated, which was done, and done with- 
>ut the consent of all the conferences. And the 
Tustees who were named in the act of incorpo- 
ration had the management of the ibstitution a- 
nong themselves, and the conference was de- 
prived of all the power of making rules or giving 
>rders for the future welfare of the children. 

This step was disliked by many of our friends; 
i^'ho from that time concluded that the institution 
^'ould not prosper. And the busmtss \s>.^ \NSi^> 

L 
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well conducted afterwards. On the 4th day 
December 1795, the college took fire by soi 
me^ns, but we cannot tell how, and was all boi 
down ; and the library was consumed with i 
house. 

It was but little upwards often years from i 
time the house was begun, until it was bur 
and there has been no attempt made to rebuild 
from that time till now. 

In 1785 we had three conferences. The fo 
teenth conference was held at Green HilFs, 
North. Carolina, on the 20th of April. The 
teenth conference was held at Mr. Mason's, 
Brunswick county, in Virginia, on the 1st ( 
of May. The sixteenth conference was held 
Baltimore on the 1st day of June. 

This was the first time that we had more i 
one regular conference in the same year, 
a few years before this, we had two conferci 
in the same year, but they were considered 
ly as one, first begun in one place, and adjoi 
cd to anotlrer. Now there were three, and 
adjournment. I have therefore considered- 
conferences as but one in the year, 4ind h 
numbered them accordingly ; but from this t 
I shall consider the number of the conferei 
as I find them in the minutes. 

This year, and the two succeeding years, 
minutes were called, " Minutes of the Gen 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Chi 
in America/' 

The business of the three conferences waj 
arranged in the minutes as if it had ^11 been d 
at one time and place. And for the first time 
had the annual minutes printed ; which prac 
we have followed ever since. 

This year at the three conferences we t 
Jn seven upw circuits ; one yj^^ \w VVir. ^U.t< 
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, Georgia, called Georgia ; and thre(^ were in 

I' South-Carolina, by the names of Charleston^ 

^'Georgetown, and Broad River. There was one 

LjD North Carolina, by the name of Neic River ; 

f 4me in Virginia, called Lancaster y and one in 

^^an^iand^called St, Mary^s. 

\z Tnere were three more places taken on our 

inutcff ; two of them were in Nova Scotia, Shel- 

^me, and Fort Rosway, And one called An- 

igtia^ in the West. Indies. The three places, 

ast mentioned at that time belonging to the Ame- 

^iican conference, and for the. first we now sent 

^ ipreachers to th6m. * . 

? y^e admitted twenty -eight young preachers 
M trial. We had fifty two circuits in all, and 

[ wie hundred and two preachers. We added to 

1^:^ society three thousand and twelve membei^s 
ttosTear ; including those in Nova Scotia and in 

. iitoti^aa. The whole number of members was 
mentioned this year, in the minutes, without tell- 
ing us how many there were in each circuit. 
. vVe had three old preachers located this year, 
namely Samuel Row, James G. Martin, and 
James Morris. And one was laid aside or ex- 
felled, Le Roy Cole, 
This year, for the first time we gave a short 

•, iketch in our annual minutes, of the characters 

I of oar preachers. who died in the work: which 

^ ^as as follows : 

* Q. "Who have died this ycar?'^ 

A. "1. Caleb B, Pcddicoro, a man of sorrows, 

' and like his master, acquainted with grief ; but a 

man dead to the world, and much devoted to God. 

"2. George Mairy a man of affliction, but of 

E eat patience, and resignation, and of an excel- 
it understanding.^* 

The form of the minutes of conference was 
changed this year, aod all the Elders, w\iQ^^\?t. 
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directed to take the oversight of several circuits, 
w^ere set lo the right hand of a bracket^which 
inclosed all the circuits and preachers ot which 
he was to take charge. 

This may be considered as the beginning of 
the presiding elder's office.; although it was nol 
Icnown by that name at that time; yet, intbe 
absence of a Superintendanty this Elder h^d iUi 
directing of all the preachers that were inclo^ 
iQ^he bracket against which his name was set. 

As soon as the conference in Baltimore wai 
over, Dr. Coke sailed for Europe. The Dr. wi» 
much respected in the 'United States; but be 
met with some opposition in the south parts of I 
Virginia, owing to his imprudent manner if' 
preaching against slavery. No doubt but the' 
iXr. thought at that time he was doing right : h^ < 
afterwards, wl^en he printed his journal in Eof • 
land, he acknowledged that he was wronttm 
preaching publicly against slavery in Virgiqa» . 
where the practice was tolerated by law. 

There was a great revival of religion this yeir 
in most parts of the connection^ both in iVprtk 
and Soiith. On the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
the work was great, and many souls were brought 
into the liberty of tne children of God. 

Some of the new circuits in the south wei^ 
greatly blessed, and religion prospered among tihe 
people very much. 

1 he Broad River circuit which we took in ' 
this year, was partly formed by James Foster, ^ 
local preacher, who had once been in the travel- 
ling connection. After he located and lost h'e 
wife, he moved into South- Carolina, and there 
he preached and laboured among the people for 
a considerable time, befpre any travelling preach- 
er fvent into that part of the country. Several 
Methodist ^mili^s had remoxtd l\:QTft. Nvt^m 
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into those parts, and they united and held their 
class meetings regularly, and the Lord made it 
a blessing to sonie of their neighbours : they then 
petitioned our conference to send them some tra- 
velling preachers ; which at last we did, and by 
; taking in the places where the local preacher 
' Qsed to preach,, and adding a few more new 
\ places, there was a good circuit formed at once. 
In 1786, we had three conferences. The se- 
venteenth conference was held at Salisbury in 
t North- Carolina, on the 21st of February. The 
' eighteenth conference was held in Virginia, at 
\ Laine's chapel, on the 10th day of April. The 
nineteenth conference was held at Baltimore on 
the 8th day of May. 

At these conferences we took in five new eir- 
ciuts. Two in South-Carolina, SanteCy and Bee 
Bce^ one in North-Carolina, Newbern: one in 
Jfcw-Jcrseyj called Newark : and one in Ken- 
tacky, called after the state, Kentucky. 

"We admitted on trial twenty-three young 
( . preachers. Seven hundred and ninety-one mem- 
■ oers were added to the society this year. 

Jeremiah Lambert died this year, who was an 
Elder, and had been travelling six years. The 
year before he died, he was sent to Antigua, in 
the West Indies; but finding himself declining, 
he returned to Maryland, where he died. His 
character is thus stated in the minutes, ^^ A man 
of sound judgment, clear understanding, good 
gifts, genuine piety, and very useful, humble and 
holy : diligent in life, and resigned in death ; 
much esteemed in the connection, and justly la- 
mented. 

James Thomas, a young man, died also : he 
was a pious man, of good gifts ; blameless in bis 
life^ and much resigned in his death. . 

1.3 
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William Glcndenning,. (according to the n 
nates) desisted from travelling this year. 1 
6omc means he lost his reason : which his o\ 
words will prove, 

AsHliis case was rather extraordinary, I v^ 
give some account of his stopping, &9. in his d^ 
words ; taken from a book written by himsi 
and published in Philadelphia in 1795, entith 
^' The life of William Glendenning/' 

He says in page 11 and 12, " In 1784, I t 
veiled in Brunsioick, in the state of Virgin 
where my mind got more and more darken* 
and I lost sight of my reconciled God, and 
spiritual comforts departed from me.'^ Page 
at the Christmas conference this year, *' Tl 
wanted me to go as a missionary to Nxxva S 
iictr; which I refused with warmth.'' Howcv 
he was proposed for the elder's office, and 
fiays page 14, " 1 WJj^s rejected from the eld 
iship. The reason assigned was, that I wan 
gifts.^^ Afterwards, *M?Vhile Mr. Asbury ipi 
tit prayer, I felt all light <^- divine mercy, as 
a moment, take it's flight from me. My si 
then sunk into the depths of misery and d^ 
pair." Page 15, ^^ I stopped travelling in 1 
month of June 1785." Page 16, " I staid ft 
at the house of Robert Jones in Sussex coun 
Virginia." , • * 

Page 18, ^^ About the last of November t 
■same year, I was removed to Leonard Smitl 
in North-Carolina ;" page 19, ^'and in about i 
weeks I was removed to John Hargrove^ 
Page 21, "When I Would be in the fields 
would for hours together be blaspheming in \ 
most horrid manner." 

He wrote to the general conference in 17! 
wishing to be united with us,&c. The con 
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rence believed him to be beside himself at that 
time, and would not receive him. 

We had fifty-six circuits this year ; and one 
hundred and sixteen travelling preachers^ which 
was a good supply of labourers. 

This year we sent preachers to Kentucky for 
the first time ; Ja)nes Haw\ and Benjamin Og- 
don went to that new settled couutry, and la- 
boured with. great success, and were prospered 
in their endeavours to build up the redeemer's 
Jdngdom. They collected a good many societies 
together in the course of that year ; and many 
people in the Western country will have cause 
? to bleps God for the coming of those preachers 
V into that part of the world. 
^f At the conference at Laine's meeting in Vir- 
"s pnit, there was a proposal made for preachers 
to go to Georgia, and if any one felt freedom 
i; to offer themselves as missionaries for that ser- 
t vice, they were requested to sneak: several per- 
K sons offered, more than could be spared. It 
I was concluded that two only should go, and 
i Thomas Humphris, and John Major were ac- 
I cepte'd. They went forth in the name of the 
I Lend, and were madb a blessing. to many of 
^' the inhabitants of Georgia. They formed a cir- 
i cait up and down the Savannah river and round 
j by Little river, andHhc town of Washington, 
I and in the course of that year they collected 
[ together and joined into society four hundred and 
fifty members. Mr. Major continued in Georgia 
about two years, and died in peace. 

This was a prosperous year with our societies ; 
many were added to us, and joined among us ; 
and the work of the Lord revived in general 
where we laboured, and in some places, souls 
were gathered in by scores. Mairj o^ \Jftfc A^ 
christians took a frcsli start, and ^i^\^ \v^^ ^^^ 
kindled and spread from heart to Vveavt. 
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CHAPTER VL 

From the begining of 1787, to the end 
the year in which Mr. John Wesley 

• 

In 1787, we had three conferences. Tf 
tieth conference was held at Salisbury ii 
Carolina on the 17th day of March. Tl 
ty -first conference was held at Rough 
church in Virginia, on the 19th day ol 
The twenty-second conference was held 
timore on the 1st day of May. 

At these conferences wetook m ten new • 
one in Geoi'gia; the old circuit being divic 
the name changed, the divisions were noi 
Burk and Augusta. We took in two ir 
Carolina, Cainhoy and Edisto, In Vire 
took in Greenbrier y Bath and Ohio, ^ 
took in Clarksburg, Nolachuckie and ( 
land. In New York state, we took in 3 
chelle. 

We admitted on trial thirty -four young 
ers ; and added to the society 7082 memb 
cording to the minutes ; but strictly speak 
h^d an increase of 8592 members. In 
nutes for the past year we had taken in t1 
bers from Nova Scotia and Antigua ; I 
year we left them off, and did not take th 
the numbers ; and they amounted to 1510. 
year for the first time the numbeis in 
Tv^ere taken in each state separately. 

We had ripw sixty-five circuits in the 
States^ atid ISI travelling preachers. 

At {he -Baltimore conference the pti 

complained of Dr. Coke, because he had 

upon himself a right which they never ga^ 

oi altering the time and place oi Vvo\d\Yv% ^ 
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J ferences, after it had been settled and fixed on [at 

the previous conference. Another complaint was 

brought against him for writing improper letters 

to some of our /preachers, such as were calculated 

stir up strife and contention among them. 

At that time the Dr. saw that the preachers 
yere pretty generally united against him ; he ae. 

lowledged nis faults, begged pardon, and pro- 

ised notto meddle with our anairs again wnen 

was out of/the United States. He then gave 
u writing a certificate to the same purpose, 
which is as follows : 

" The certificate of Dr. Coke to the confer- 
ence. 

"I do solemnly engage by this^ instrument, 
flial I never will, oy virtue of my office, as super • 
inteadant pf the Methodist church, during my 
absence from the United States of America, exer- 
tise any government whatever in the said Me- 
thodist church during my absence from the 
United States. And 1 do also engage, that I will 
exercise no privilege in the said church when 
present in the United States, except that of or- 
daining according to the regulatioqs and law, al- 
ready existing or hereafter to be made in the said 
church, and that of presiding when present in 
conference, and lastly that of travelling at lar^e. 
Given under my hand the second day of May in 
the year 1787. 

Witnesses,- Thomas Coke.'* 

John Tunnil, 
John Hagerty, 
Nelson Reed. 

The preachers then agreed to forgive what was 
past, provided this concUtion should be expressed 
m the minutes; which was done thus : 

Q. " Who are the superintendantsof our church 
for the United States ?^ 
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A. ^^ Thomas Coke (when presentin the statei) 
and Francis Asbury." 

At this conference it was agreed, that no mar- 
ried preacher should demand more money than 
the allowance* for himself and his wife. 

In the month of April this year, Mr. Freeboni 
Garrettson left Nova- Scotia, and returned to tilt 
United States ; and from that time be has ca 
nued in his own native country. Mr. We«lgf 
bad given directions for brother F. GarrettMQ 
to be ordained a superintendant for Nova Scotia; 
but when the business was taken under conside- 
ration, some of the preachers insisted that if he 
was ordained for that station, he should confine 
himself wholly to that place for which he was ui 
apart ; and not be at liberty to return again to 
this part of the country. Mr. Garrettson did not 
feel freedom to enter into an obligation of tint 
kind, and chose rather to continue as he was ; awl 
therefore was not ordained. 

Mr. Wesley also directed that Richard Whifc 
coat should be ordained a joint superiniendaiit 
with Mr. Asbury. When this business wai 
brought before the conference, most of the prea^ch* 
ers objected, and would hot consent to it. The 
reasons against it were, 1, That be was not qual* 
ified to taKc the charge of the connection. 2. That 
they were apprehensive that it Mr. Whatcoat 
was ordained, Mr. Wesley would likely recall 
Mr. Asbury, and he would return to England, 

Dr. Coke contended that vi^e were t>bhged to ■ 
Fcceive Mr. Whatcoat, because we had said in 
the minutes taken at the Christmas conference, 
when we were first formed into a church in 1784, 
^^ During the life of the Rev. Mr, Wesley, we 
acknowledge ourselves his sons in the gospeV, rca- 
dj' in maitei's belonging to church governracnt, to 
i?be^' his comnidndg.'^ 
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Many of the members of that conference argued 
that they were not at the conference when that 
engagement was entered into^ and they did not 
consider themselves bound by it. Other preach- 
ers who had said they were '^ Ready to obey his 
commands/^ said they did not feel ready now to 
obey his command. The preachers at last agreed 
to depart from^ that engagement which some of the 
cider brethren had formerly entered into, and in 
the next printed minutes, that engagement waff 
ieft out; 

They had made the engagement of their own 
accord, and among themselves, and they believ- 
ed they had a right to depart therefrom, when 
■ they- pleased, seeing it was not a contract made 
► "With Mr. Wesley, or any other person, but an 
agreement among themselves. It was further 
'Signed, that Mr Wesley while in England, could 
not tell what man was qualified to govern us, as 
well as we could who were present, and were to 
be governed. We believed also, that if Mr. 
• Wesley was here himself, he would be of the 

same opinion with us. 
jl; W^e then wrote a long and loving letter to Mr. 
i Wesley, and requested him to come over to Ame- 
f rica and visit his spiritual children. 
i This stop of receding from the above engage- 
» raent, was afterwards considered by some disaf- 
i fected persons, as improper. If there was any 
i| thin^ improper in the business, it was in enter- 
:| ' ing into the engagement, and not in depailing 
f from it. 

I In the course of this year Mr. Asbury rcprint- 
f cd the ffeneral minutes ; bat in a different form 
'from what they were before. The title of this 
pamphlet was as follows : 

" A form of discipline for the ministers, 
preachers^ and members of the Mel\iotf\^\.^^\^ 
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souls were frequently converted at those meetinrs,' 
even when there was no preacher present ; tor 
the prayers and exhortations of the members wm 
grcatly owned of the liord. 

The most remarkable work of all was in Sui*: 
sex, and Brunswick circuits, where the meetiDgi i 
would frequently continue for five or six howi. 
together, and some times all night. ^^ 

At one quarterly meeting held at Mabry's chi> . 
pel in Brunswick circuit, on the 35th aiid 96tblf 
•luly, the power of God was among the people itt' 
an extraordinary manner : some hundreds weif' 
awakened ; and it was supposed that above oM. 
hundred souls were converted at that meetiw 
which cotitinued for two days, i, e, on Thurs^l^ 
and Friday, Some thousands of people attended 
meeting at that place on that occasion. 

The next quarterly-meeting was held at JofOifk 
chapel in Sussex county, on Saturday and Sundiif^ 
the 27th and 28th"of July. This meeting waf#' 
voured \Yith more of the divine presence thMi^ 
uny other that had been known before. Tbe 
sight of the mourners was enough to penetrate 
the most careless heart. The divine power wiS 
felt among the people before the preachers cane 
together. Many of the young converts from tbe 
quarterly meeting that had been held two days 
l>efore at Mabry's, had come together, and uiii- 
ting with other christians in singing and praying, 
the heavenly fire had began to kmdle, and tbe 
flame of love and holy zeal was spre^dine amMig 
the people, which caused them to break out \t 
loud praises to God. Some when they met would 
hang on each other, or embrace each other in 
their arms, and weep aloud, and praise the Lord 
with all their might. The sight of those Who 
tvere thus overwnelmed with the love and pre- 
sence of God, would cause s\t«itt% \tt^t.«^'«»^^ 
tremble before the Lord. 
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By the time the preachers came within half a 
' mile of the chapel, they heard the people shout- 
ing and praising God. When they came up they 
_found numbers weeping, both in the chapel and 
ID the open air. Some were on the ground cry- 
ring for mercy, and others in extacies of joy. 
The preachers went among the mourners and 
|;encoaraged them and prayed with them. The 
^"private christians did tne same. Some were ly- 
l log and straggling as if they were in the agonies 
[ of death, others lay as if they were dead. Hun- 
• dreds of the believers were so overcome with the 

Ewer of God that they fell down, and lay help- 
is on the floor, or the ground ; and some of 
^ffaem continued in that helpless condition for a 
consicferable time, and were happy in God be- 
r^OBd descriptioii. When they came to themselves, 
il was generally with loud praises to God, and 
vfth tears and expressions, enoueb to mett the 
btrdest heart. The oldest saints had never be- 
;fore seen such a time of love, and such displays of 
the power of God. 

The next day the society met early, in order to 
receive the Lord's supper. 

While the society was collected in the house, 
some of the preachers went into the woods to 
preach, and while they were preaching the power 
of the Lord was felt among the people in sucli 
a manner, that they roared and screamed so loud 
that the preacher could not be heard, and he was 
compelled to stop. Many scores of both white' 
and black people fell to the earth ; and some lay 
in the deepest distress until the evening. Many 
of the wealthy people, both men and won>cn, 
were seen lying m the dust, sweating and rolling 
on the ground, in their fine broad-cloths or silks, 
crying for mercy. 

As aigbt drew on the mourners wet^ ^Q'^^^XaiiL 
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together, and many of them were in the mostaw- 
fuldistressyand uttered such doleful lament^im 
that it was frightful to behold them, and enooc^ 
to affect the most stubborn-hearted sinner., at 

many of these were filled with the peace.and love 
of God in a moment, and rising up would . 
thcir*hands and praise God aloud. It was thai 
as pleusiiig as it had before been awful to he^ " 
tbcni. • . 

jNIany of these people who were happily «*-L 
verted, left their nouses and came to the meetiQ| ' 
wSth grtfat opposition to thje work 6f God; W 
were btruck down in an unexpected nianner,ttJ 
converted in a few hours, ho mightily didtli 
l:<ord work/tbat a great change was wrougiiiii 
a little time. ' ' 

Soon after this, some of the same preacfieri 

- who had been at the quarterly-meetings idptfh 
oncu above^ held a meeting at Mr. F. ^onnci(t 
ten miles from Petersburg, where a large €D8- 
course of people were assembled ; and the Lori 
wrought wonders among them on that day. Ai 
matiy as fifty persons professed ta gel convertdl ;; 
at that time before the meeting closed^ The 
cries bf distressed sinners under conviction^ and 
the shouts of happy christians were heard aftr 
off. Some that were careless spectators in the 
begining of the meeting, were happily converted 
before the meeting ended and went home r*;ipic- 
ing in God, knowing that he had forgiven tKeit. 
sins. 

They had another meeting ait Jones- lEolt church, 
about twelve miles from Pettrsburgy and many 

tjeople assembled. They began to sing and cx- 
I'ort each other before the preachfers.came, and 
the Lord wrought among them, and many were 
ctyiiiff for mercy. The ipvevichcr* began <o 
preachy bat it was wUla diBacuXv^ xWi \v^ ^wlki 
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I 

keep the pe6ple quiet enough to hear him at all. 
The old: -'christians were ail alive to God, and 
Ihc young converts were so happy that they could 
Bdt well hoM' their speacc, but were ready to 
break out rn'loud praises to God. They kept in 
for a while ; but toward the close of the sermon 
JKOltie of them broke out in strains of praise: the 
Same spread immediately thro' the whole house, 
and hupdreds were deeply affected. Some pray- 
ed as if they were going to take the kingdom by 
tiolence : others cried for mercy as if they were 
tfronpihg into eternal misery ; and some praised 
'Goa with all their strength, till they dropt down 
lielpless on the floor. - 

* The poor awa;kened simrers were wrestling 
with the Lord for mercy in every direction, some 
tm their knees, othcj^ lying in the arms of their 
fticinds, apd others stretched on the floor, not able 
^ stand, and some were convulsed, with every 
limb sis stiff as a; stick. .In the midst of thi^ work 
ieveral' sleepers of the house broke down at once, 
which made a very loud noise ; and the floor sunk 
down considerably ; . but the people paid but lit- 
.tle or no tittention to it, and many of them knew 
nothing of it, for no one was hurt. On that day 
itiany souls were brought into the liberty of God's 
'ichildr^n. Sinners were struck with amazement, 
at seeing so many of their relations and neigh- 
hours converted^ and few of them were left with- 
out somf good desires to be converted them- 
selves. 

The great revival of religion in 1776, which 
spread extensively thiough the south part of Vir- 
ginia, exceeded any thing of the kind that had 
ever been known before in that part of the. coun- 
try. . But the revival this y(?ar, far exceeded it. 

It was thought, that in the course of t\vaA. swcft.- 
mei^ tl^ere were as many as sixteeu Wwvit^^ ^^\^% 

M 2 * 
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conrerted ki Sussex circuii ; in 
cuit about eighteen hundred ; and in Amtl 
cuit about eight hundred. In these three c 
we had the greatest revival of r^igion ; 
manjr other circuits there was a gracious 
and hundreds were brought to Gkul in the 
of that year. To give a full description of t 
markable outpouring of the Spirit, would < 
the bounds of this history. I have only gi 
short sketch of a few meetings. There We 
ny other meetiues not much inferior to t 
have noticed. But the work was not eonfi 
meetings for preachipg ; at prayer-meetin 
work prospered and many souls were born 
and the meetings oftlem continued all night \ 
intermission. In class meetings the Loi 
quently set the mourning socils at liberty, 
comti^on to hear of souls being Inrouffht 1 
while* itt vntrk in their houses^ or in t neir 
It was often the case that the people in thei 
fields, white people, or black, and soni 
both together would begin to sing, and' be 
lected would begin to pray, and others woe 
iK^ith them, and they would continue thei 
till some of them would find peace to theii 
Some account of this work w&s published 
news-papers at different times, and by that 
spreaa sill through the United States. 

In 1788 we had seven conferenees. The 
ty-^tihird conference was held in Chariest 
the I2ih of March. 

The twenty fourth in Georgia, 6n the 

April. ^ 

The twenty fifth at Hol^tiUy on the 1 

May. ^- 

The twenty, sixth in Ptttrjburg in Vi 
on the 17th of June.* 
' rZiJs coafcfcoce was appomxtd ix'&«v>acASk ^tv« 
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The tweat> •seventh at Beeson Town, on the 
ad of Jaly. 

. The twenty-eighth at Baltimore, on the 9th of 
September. 

The twenty-ninth in Philadelphia, on the 35th 
rf September. 

At these conferences we took in nineteen new 
idrcutts. Ib Georgia we took in one. The cir* 
soit that was formerly called Augusta was divid- 
ed,- and the lower part ivas now called Rich- 
mond, and the upper part Washington. 
r Iq South Carolina we took in Seleuda and 
4FiUR9ato« circuits,. In North Carolina we took 
bipne called Anson ; and we took in two among 
Ihe mcmntains, called French Broad, and West 
Nwu> Miver. In Virginia we took in below the 
MWOtains, Buckinghaniy Gloucester y and Rock- 
.Itfftam. In Maryland, we took in AnnapoliSy 
Murford and Cecil. In Pennsylvania, we took in 
Jki$tol and Pittsburg. In New-York state, we 
lecfc in Dutchess, Shoreham, New City, Cam- 
Iridgt, and X#a/se Champlain. 

Some of these circuits had been taken off from 
the old circuits ,'which had been enlarged till there 
•was room for more preachers, and then by divi- 
ding them we made two circuits out of one. But 
the most of them were formed where there had 
been none before ; and where there had been but 
iiltle if any preaching by the Methodists till the 
present year. 

. We admitted on trial fifty -two young preach- 
ers. We added 11481 members to the society. 
3y the following statement it may be seen in 
what part of the United States the work of God 

Amelia coantj, but by some means he lost hit reaion, and the 
Goaference could not meet at his house, and were under Uie 
a^ceiiit/ of meeting in the town of Feterfibar^* 
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was most prosper6us. The increase tKU year 
in the ditrerent states is asfolows': • 

•777 in the state of Georgia, 

7(H in South Carolina, ' 

• 955 in North Carolina, 
4761 in Virginia aiui Kentucky, ^ 

2475 in Maryland, 

544 in Delaware and Pennsylvatiia, 

404 in New Jersey, and ' ' ' ' 

861 in New York state. 
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/rhis year the circuits were- for the first time 
numbered in the minutes, and there . wer6 euA- 
ty-five. We had one hundred and sixty-lm 
travelling preachers^ which was a good supply 
for the circuits. We had other invitations tron 
different parts of the country to send them preacb- 
ers to labour among them ;' but we were not rife 
to answer all the - demands 6f the people ; JjH 
we increased and enlarged our borders greatly/ ' 

When the m'iniiaies for this year were printed, 
the condition of Dr. Coke's being a ; bishop ^ 
*^ when in the United States/' was left -outjaiifl 
the question was changed,and was entered thqV: 

Q. ^^- Who arc the bishops of our chulrch^ , 
the United States ?• 

A. " Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury;'' ' 

Two questions in the minutes were changed tb^ 
year : one read thus. * , 

Q. Who desist from travelling lotth, and un- 
der the direction of our conferences ? 

A. Enoch Mattson, Adam Cloud and Thopas 
Chew. 

These three preachers were considered as b^- 
ing expelled from oiij: connection, for improper 
conduct, though they were eulcreA ^s desisting 
/rojn travelling with as, "NdWiti ol t\ifc^^ ^^^^5^- 
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ers came to trial to have a proper hearing. It 
vv^as thought best to enter them' in this manner, 
and let it oe uoderstood both by our preachers 
and'people^ that they were cast off from us*. 

The other question was altered^ and stands 
Ihuii : 

. Q. Wliat preachers have a partial location on 
account of their families J, and are subject to the 
0rder of conference ? 

A. Caleb' Boyer, Samuel Dudley, William 
Cannon, Joseph Wyatt, Michael Ellis, and. Ig- 
jiatius Pigman. 

^ . Four preachers died this year. 1. Thomas Cuf- 
Jis, ivhose character was entered thus, " Uji- 
:nght in life, successful in his labours, arid tri- 
junj^hantiii his death ; about seven years in the 
TSiiaistry.^ 

^.1" John Major, a simple hearted man, a living, 
.jMng sout, who diied as he lived, full of faitn^ 
'fbd of the holy ghost ; ten years in the work, 
useful and Wameiess/' 

• Mr, Major was from Virginia, and was one 
of the first missionaries that we sent to the state 
/of Georgia. His abilities as a preacher were but 
small; but in exhortation he was powerful and 
pathetic ; what he lacked in words, he generally 
made up in tears. Sometimes he wept from the 
beginning to the end of his discourse. He was 
often calfed the '^ Weeping Pi-ophet." He wa^ 
a useful preacher. When \t left Virginia to go 
to (Jeorgia, he wept much ; after spending af- 
most two years in Georgia, he closed his useful 
life some distance above Augusta, and not far 
from Savannah llTver. 

3. ". Wool man llickson, of pr6mising geniusf, 
and considerable preaching abilities ; upright in 
life, but soon snatched away from the work by a 
wi^sumptiotiy and ill the midst of Vus w^^^\xvi^i» \ 
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seven years in the wtttk."' His last Ub 
mostly in the country, a small distance I 
York, and on the east side of, the Not 
He then returned to tlie city of New ' 
died ; and was buried in the city. 

4. " Elijah Ellis, a deacon, four ye 
work ; steady, solid, homble, diligent 
fill ; who spent himself in the work o 
Lancaster." 

From this conference in 1788, Mr. 
Garrettsoh was appointed presiding el 
district north of the city of New- York, 
all the circuits from New Rochelle 
Champtain. His labours, and the laboui 
preachers who travelled under his direc 
,gi-eatly prospered, and niany soiils wei 
"to the knowledge of God by their n 
Hundreds and tnousaflds of people ii 
circuits in that district, will have ca 
thankful for the gospel truths that wcr 
natcd among them in the course of that 
ny were awakened, and many were c 
and old professors much revived, 
r Therevivalsof religion this yearwci 
many places. The revival in the soul 
Virginia in the latter part of the past yc 
ed any thing of the kind that had ever bi 
in those parts, and indeed , it has never : 
equalled. But the work this year was m 
sive, though not as great in any one plac< 
ny parts of Virginia and North Caro 
were coming home to God ao frequi^m 
was no strange tiling to hear of people's 
verted ; and frequently many of tliem a 
meeting. 

There was a blessed revival of relis 
ny circuits in Maryland, both on the K 
VVestera shorce. la BaVtiiaon; t»w«. ; 
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: the revival was great^ and about 300 jeiDed the 
■ society. 

The work of God greatly increased in Balti- 
more town in the course of the summer 1788, 
\ which was partly owing to a plan that was adop- 
. ~ ted, of preaching on the common, or in the Mar- 
. *ket-h6use on Howard's-hiil, every Sunday in the 
afternoon, after the public service was ended in 
. all the churches. By this means we had thou- 
. sands to hear us, who did not usually attend our 
. meeting. Many persons had been converted in 
. town, before the conference came on in Septem- 
ber. 

4 During the time of the conference, we were 
.; highly favoured of the Lord, and souls were a- 
wakened, and converted. On Sunday the 14fth 
of September at S o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. 
A^ury preached in Mr. Otterbein's church ; 
and the people' were generally solemn and much 
affected ; he then asked another preacher to pray 
and conclude : and whilst he was praying, an aw- 
'' ' fill power was felt among the people. Some of 
, them cried out aloud. The preachers went a- 
^ mpng them and encouraged the mourners to look 
to the Lerd, and prayed with them ; and in a. lit- 
tle time there was such a noise among them, that 
. many of the christian people were measurably 
frightened,. and. as there was no opportuny for 
them to escape at the door, many of them went 
out at the windows, hastening to their homes. 
The noise had alarmed hundreds of people who 
were not at the meeting, and they came running 
to see what was the matter, till, the house was 
crouded, and surrounded with a wondering-mul- 
titude. In a short time some of the mourners lost 
the use of their limbs, and lay helpless on the 
floor, or in the arms of their friends. It was not 
\mg before some of thcaa were cotiN^tV^^^^w^ 
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rose up with streaming eyes giving glwy to ^ 
that he had taken away their sins. This mee 
continued about two hours and a half, after 
sermon was ended ; in which time about tw< 
persons professed to be converted. This. da 
the Lord's power will never be forgotten by n 
who were present. 

There were about 20 persons more wha ^ 
converted in the course of that week, and 
heavenly flame began to spread through the t 
pretty generally ; and many of the people b< 
to enquire the way to heaven, with their 1 
thitherward. 

The Sunday following there was preachir 
the Market-house on Howard's-hill, at 5 o'cl 
where some thousands of people attended, 
presence and power of God was wonderfully 
played among the people, and hundreds wen 
thed in tears. We alterwards found out 15 
sons that were awakened and brotight to 
knowledge of the truth by that sermon, f 
that time the revival of i*eligion became mor< 
neral in Baltimore. 

Some of the young men in Cokesbury-col 
were also stirred up to seek religion. 

The preachers were uncommonly zealous 
noneofthem so much and so heartily engage 
the preachers in the South parts of the con 
tion ; where the greatest displays of the di 
presence had been made manifest. Yet in e 
place the preachers were encouraged, and i 
expectations were raised, and they were loo 
out for greater depths of grace in themselves^ 
in their nearers. And the Lord gave them i 
tothier ministry, and souls for their hire. 

In 1789 wc had eleven confeaences, w 
were as follows. 
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The tliirtieth conference was held in Georgia 
^D the 9th of March. 

The tMrty-first in Charleston, on the 17th- of 
-March. 

The thirty-second at M^Knight's meeting house, 
m the Yadkin river, in North Carolina, on the 
Uth of April 

The thirty -third in Petersburg^ on the 18th of 
April. 
' The thirty -fourth at Lecsburg, on the 28th of 

April. 

The thirty -fifth in Baltimore, on the 4th of 
May. 

. .The thirty -sixth at Cokesbury, on the 9th of 
Miy. 

The thirty-seventh at Chestertown, on the 13th 
oTMay. 

. The thirty -eighth at Philadelphia, on the 18th 
aTMay. 

The thirty -ninth at Trenton, New-Jersey, on 
1iie 23d Of May. 
The fortieth in Newr York, on the 28th of May. 
Several of these conferences were within thir- 
ty or forty miles of each other ; which was i)rctty 
eaerally disliked ; but at that time the bishop 
d the right of appointing as many conferences as 
he thought proper, and at such times and places 
as he judged best; but since then, the general 
conference fixes the number of annual conferen- 
ces to be held in each year, having appointed the 
'bounds of each of them. 

, At these conferences we took in fourteen new 
Circuits and stations. In South Carolina two, 
?fie was called Bush River, and the other Little 
p ee Dee. In North Carolina one called Pamlico, 
^tx Virginia two, Greensville and Bottetourt. In 
Maryland, Baltimore Town, which was separat- 
-^ from the Baltimore circml, ^w^ Vox 'Cwit S^:t^^. 
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time had a preacher stationed in the towB. to 
Delaware, Wilmington^ a station, and anewds- 
cuit, called Milfora. In New Jersey one ^circait 
was divided, the new part was called Burlington 
In New- York state we had four new circmts. 
Ntwburgy Columbitty Cotman^s Patent^ suD(t 
Schenectady, We had one new circaitm.CiO|U 
necticut, called Stamford^ which was the.first thiit. 
was ever formed in that state, or in any of tk 
New England States. It was my lot to go to iihiii^ 
circuit alone, and to labour by my self. Another 

Ereacher was appointed to the circuit with me, but 
e failed and never came, and I had to labonr and 
suffer alone amongst a strange people^ 

We admitted forty -fi ve young preachers on bid 
this year: we had ninety-seven circuits, andadi' 
ed to the society 5911 members which was a greit 
increase. 

As some persons had complained of our reced* 
ing from a former engagement madeby some^ 
our preachers, that " during the life of Mr. Vfp^ 
ley ia matters belonging to Church govenuueofc 
they would obey his commands,'^ and as others 
had thought that wc did not pay as much respcd 
to Mr. Wesley as ^e ought ; the bishops intPft- 
daced a question in the annual minutes which WM 
as follows : . ^ 

Q. Wha art the persons that exercise the Epis- 
copal office in the Methodist church in Europe 
and America ? 

A. John Wesley, Thomas Coke and Fraacu 
Asbury, by regular order and succession. 

The next question was asked differently fro© 
what it had ever been in any of the former minutes, 
which stands thus ; 

Q. WTio have been elected by the unaniwcj^ 
suffrages of the general conference, to superior 
^endthe Methodist, connection in America ?^ 
A.. Thomsis Coke, and ¥rw\c\s A.*kWTs. 
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Five of oor travelling preachers died this year, 
tamely, Henry Bingham^ William Gill, John 
Cooper, James White, and Francis Spry. 
[' Tnc character given of William Gill in the mi- 
ticttes was, ^^ A r^ative of Delaware, an elder in 
"thfe church, and a labourer in it for about twelve 
^'ars ; blameless in life, of (juick and solid parts, 
«oand in the faith, clear in his judgment, meek in 
W spirit, resigned and solemnly happy in his 
icath.'' 

Frofn the long acquaintance I had with Mr. 
Citl, and knowing his public and private worth, 
I am, led .to conclude, that we had scarcely a 
preacher left among us to equal the deceased, ei- 
ther in knowledge or in goodness. Indeed, I knew 
lif no one who had such a depth of knowledge, 
iMfth of men and things, as he possessed. His 
eMnpany was agreeable and his conversation en- 
fertamins : his public preaching was with wis- 
dom and animation ; and he proved the ^ood- 
iie^s of his doctrine by the goodness of his life. 

In the latter part of the minutes for this year, we 
had the following explanation of a certain rule, 
about which there had been some uneasiness 
among some of our local preachers, and private 
members. 

" As a very few persons have in some respect, 
inistaken our meanmg, in the 32d section of our 
form of discipline, on bringing to trial disor- 
derly persons, &c.— we think it necessai-y to 
explain it. 

" When a member of our society is to be tried 
for any offence, the officiating minister or preach- 
er is to call together all the members, if the soci- 
ety be small, or a select number if it be large, 
td take knowledge and give advice, and bear 
witness to the justice of the whole ^Toa^^'8> \ \teaX 
improper and private expulsions mav \:)^ y^^n^-^^- 
ed Ar the fyttire/' 
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In the courae of this year we had the fifth tAu' 
tiou of our form of discipline published, and df« 
culated throughout our connection, containing 
35 sections; and 69 questions and answers! A& 
so, the articles of religion ; the scripture doctrioft 
of predestination, election and reprobation : Se- 
rious thoughts on the infallible y uncondiiiqnd 
pcj'severance of all that have once experienced 
faith iti Christy and a plain account of (JHSisTiAif 
Perfection. All these pieces were bound toge- 
ther in one volume. 

In this edition, we had some new regulations 
about the trial of private members for improper 
conduct. The substance of which is as follows: 

'^ If the accused person be found guilty, and 
the crime be such as is expressly forbidden by Um 
word of God, suiSicient to exclude a person froa 
the kingdom of grace and glory, and to makeUa 
a subject of wrath and helT, let him be expelled^ 
If he evade a trial by absenting himself aStii 
sufficient notice given him, and the circumstancd 
of the accusation be strong and presumptive, lei 
him be esteemed as guilty, and accordingly ex^ 
eluded." 

" But in cases of neglect of duties of any kindj 
imprudent conduct, indulging sinful tempers 
or words, disobedience to the order and disci- 
pline of the church : First, let private reproof b€ 
given by a leader or preacher ; if there be an 
acknowledgementof the fault and proper humili- 
ation, the person may remain on trial, &c. II 
there be a murmur or complaint that justice is 
not done, the person jshall be allovVed an appeal to 
the quarterly meeting, and have his case recoot 
sidered before the preachers, stewards and lead. 
ers who are present. After such fornis of trial 
and expaUion, such persons as are thus excom* 
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manicated, shall have no privilege of society and 
sacrament in our ehurch." 

This rule for trying private members has been 
altered since in a few points ; but the most of these 
regulations have continued, and been in force 
from tluit day till the present. 

Wc had also this N. B. " From this time for- 
ward na person shall be owned as a member of 
onr chnrcn, without six months trial.'' 

This rule continues in force stilly and all our 
members are considered on trial for six months ; 
during which time, if they wish to leave us, they 
may do it without any form of trial i', and if we 
are dissatisfied with tneir conduct^ we Ynay cast 
them oflf without calling them to trial. 

At the conference this year, the bishops propq- 
ied« new plan for directing our letters to each.o 
ther, which was to this effect, that we should leave 
oat the word reverend, and say " To A. B. Bi- 
shop, Elder, DeacQft or Preacher.*^ Many of the 
preac^hers adopted the plan ; but others itho did 
not fiivour the alteration, directed as they pleased^ 
or as they had formerly done. 

in the course of this year reli^on was pretty 
lively and prosperous in our societies, and in some 
places it was very remarkable. In Baltimore 
town it exceeded any thing that had ever been 
known in that place. I will just mention a parti- 
cular time of refreshing from the presence of the 
TiOrd. At a quarterly meeting held in Baltimore 
on the 8th and 9th of 'August, 1789, and dur- 
ing the following week, the kingdom of Satan suf- 
fered great loss. The first day of the quarterly 
meeting was profitable to numbers : manv cried 
and wept bitterly for mercy, and some souls were 
born ol God. Sunday, the second day, was most 
awful and glorious. In the love feast at eight in 
the moTDing^ihe society enjoyed aViVA^'fi^XLVfc^^^^' 
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and dwelt as it were ia the suburbs of I 
•The presence of God was awfully felt, w 
people one after another feelingly declare 
God had done for their souls. 

In public preaching, the vvoi*d was so 
panied by the energy of the holy Ghost, th 
were few but felt it's mighty power. Sou 
greatest revilersofthe work were consk-a 
tremble and weep. The congregation bi 
on Sunday night very late, after many hii 
converted. Some were two, three or fou 
on their knees, others were prostrate 
floor, n^i^ earnestly agonizing for mei 
they coutflhejoice in God their Saviour. 
power j^what awe rested on the people ! 

Some, after they went home, could no 
but wept and prayed all night. The n 
was such a time as cannot be sufficien 
scribed; 

- vEarly in the morning, a preacher was 
to visit a young woman, who was under 
tion, JHe exhorted her to believe in the I 
sus, and then sung and prayed with her. 

A eonsiderable number of the member 
ciety were collected to supplicate the th 
grace in her behalf. At last the Lord si 
shed abroad his love in faoer heart, so that ! 
ed up her voice with others in loud praises 

This was only a small part of that day* 
. About ten in the morning, a company of 
ers assembled together at a private house, 
the work of conversion began. First one, a 
another, entered into the liberty of the chi 
God. The news spread ; the people colle 
the house and street were filled with a c 
believers, and a wondering multitude : j 
continued without intermission till night, 
//r^ja repafred to the cVvutcVi\v\v\Oa.>«^^^^ 
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filled, and they continued there until two o'clock 
tlie next morning before they bro)ce up. 

Some, who came there quite careless, and in- 
deed making derision of the whole, were con- 
verted before they returned. Many hard-heart- 
ed opposers were conquered at last, and earnest- 
ly sought salvation. 

At the same time the country circuits through. 
Out Maryland, seemed to flame with holy love. 
On the Eastern Shore there was a powerful 
work ; hundreds in different parts were turning 
to God « 

As this year was the beginning of Metho- 
dism in the New England states, and as the 
first circuit was now formed, it will be neces- 
sanr to speak a little of that part of the work. 

I myself began the new circuit at Norwalk, 
in Connecticut, on the 17th of June 1789, which 
mis the first Methodist sermon that was pver 
preached in that place. No bouse could be pro- 
cared to preach m ; every person was afraid to 
give liberty. I then went into the street, and 
uegan to sing, and then prayed and preachecl, 
to a decent congregation. On the 2jlst of June 
1 preached for the first time in the. city of New- 
Haven, to as many people as could croud into 
the court-Jiouse. ^ , -. 

This^ncw circuit took in Norwajk, Fairfield, 
Stratford, Milford, New-Haven, Derb^y, Ne>y- 
town, Reading, Danbury, and Canaan; with 
several other places within the same bounds. 
Many people flocked to hear the Word, and 
sometimes they felt it. But men and wome|i 
were so fond of disputation about peculiar, sen- 
timents, that they seldom left the place after 
preaching, }vitbout having some dispute with 
the preacher^ 
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The first society that was formed in thai < 
cuil. was in Stratfield, on the 26th day of S 
tember, and there were only three women t 
joined ; and they remained alone for so 
months before any one else united with th< 
The next class that was formed^ was in Re 
ing, on the 28th day of December. There w 
only two, one man, and one woman, that j< 
ed at first. It was some • months after bel 
any other person joined with them. At len 
the society increased, and religion revi^ 
Aaron Sanford, the first man that joined, 
came a preacher ; his brother also, and a h 
ver, (Samuel S. Smith) joined with them : 
became preachers ; and then another of 
society began. to preach. Though they "vi 
few and feeble in the beginning, they at 
became a flpurishing society, and four preaci 
wchre raised up amon^ themselves. 

This circuit was first caHed Stamford, si 
then it is called Reading. 

TheT first Methodist meeting house that ' 

ever built in Kew J^nglandt was in this circ 

near the upper edge of Stratfield, and is i 

called Lte^s Chapel. 

' On the 27th day of February 1790, tl 

I)r€iachers came to myhelpfrom Maryland, nai 
y, Jacob Brush, an Elder y George Robe 
and Daniel Smith, young preachers. They 
me at a quarterly meeting at a place called 1j 
townj on the state line between New-lf ork 
Connecticut. Their presence was revivinj 
the brethren, and to me in particular. On £ 
day preaching was in a new unfinished di 
ling hoq^e. j[n th^ time of preaching the L 
visited the people in mercy ; and a great 
was raised among them, such as was not c< 
won ID th^ part of tYit wo\:\Ol. TV^ ^^^^\t. ^ 
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alarmed ; some ran out of the house^ others that 
^rere above in the loft^ ran to the end of the 
fawse and jumped out on th^ ground. In the 
jppidst of all the confusion, the christians were 
fescceedingl^ happy. 

• -'At these conierences in 1789, a plan was laid 
m^'the holding a Council. The Bishops said«. 
ly had made it a matter of prayer ; and they 
tieved the present plan was the best that they 
old think of. 
After some opposition had been made to the 
jten, and there had been some debating about 
= it, a majority of the preachers agreed to the fol- 
luwing plan ; which was published in the an- 
acal minutes. 

Q. *^ JVhertas the holding of general con* 
ftttnces on this extensive Continent icould be 
Mended with a variety of difficulties, and ma- 
nu mconveniencies to the loork of God ; and 
Whereas tve judge it expedient that a council 
should be formed of chosen men out of the se- 
veral districts 'as representatives of the ichole 
connection y to meet at stated times j in what 
manner Js this council to be formed, what shall 
Ic ifs powers, and what further regulations 
Aail be made concerning it V^ 

A. 1st, " Our bishops and presiding elders 

sliati be the members of this council ; provi- 

r ded, that the members who form the council 

be never fewer than nine. And if any upavoid- 

Able circumstance prevent the attendance of a 

presiding elder at the council, he shall have 

authority to s^nd another elder out of his awn 

district to represent him; but, the elder so sent 

by the absenting presiding elder, shall have nO 

seat in the council without the approbation of 

the bishop or bii^hops, and pre?id\T\^ eldet^ ^t^- 

^eat Aad if, after the above to^xiVvqvv^^ ^\wv- 
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sions are complied with, any unavoidable cnr- 
cumstance, or any contingencies reduce iVt 
number to less than nine, the bishop, shall ifa^^ 
mediately summon such elders as do not pr^. 
side, to complete the number. Jj 

2dly. " These shall have authority to matdf 
every thing they shall judge expedient. 1: T 
preserve the general union : 2. To render til 
preserve the external form of worship simf 
in all our societies throueh the continent: 3: 
preserve the essentials of the Methodist d< 
and discipline pure and uncorropted : 4. To 
rect all abuses and disorders : And, lastly, 
are authorized to mature every thing they 
see necessary for the good of the church, 
for the promoting and improving our collej^ 
and plan of education. .*• 

3dly. ^^ Provided nevertheless, that notlifliP 
shall be received as the resolution of tile cm' ^ 
cil, unless it be assented to unanimously by'iK , 
council ; and nothing so assented to by tne coflMf^' 
cil, shall be binding in any district, till it has 
been agreed upon by a majority of the coQft^ 
rence which is held for that district. ' '•/' 

4thly. " The bishops shall have authority i^' 
summon the council to meet at such times and. 
places as they shall judge expedient. 

5thly. " The first council shall be held at Cokes- 
hury^ on the first day of next December.** ^ 

This plan for having a council, was entires 
new, and exceedingly dangerous. A majOriQl^ 
of the preachers voted in favour of it,' but Hhif* 
w^re soon sensible, that the plan would pot tiifi^]*!. 
swer the purpose for which it was intended.^' ' 
The council was to be composed of the bisbo|M^' 
and the presiding ciders : the presiding elders 
were appointed, changed, and put out of oflfee''' 
by the bishop, and just yeVi^ik\ve ^Vt-wk^^^ ^^ 
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the ^whole of the council were to con- 
le bishops, and a few other men of their 
ice or appointing. " , 

^ngerous clause in the plan was this : 
ig unanimously assented to by the 
shall be binding in any district, tilHt 
. agreed upon by a majority of the con-^ 
which is held for that district/^ If 
e district should agree to any important 
id another district should reject it; the 
tween the two districts would be bro- 
d in process of time our United SociC' 
Id be thrown into disorder and confu^ 
his I saw' clearly, when the plan wa^ 
)osed ; and to which 1 then objected. 
3 latter part of this year, the council 
)rding to appointment ; but not at the 
here they were to meet. The annual 
said they should meet at Cokesbury. 
met in Baltimore, 

here transcribe the whole of the mi* 
the council. 

Proceedings of the fii^^op and Presidm 
zrs of the Methodist Episcopal Churchy 
nl assembled, at Baltimore^ on the first 
December, 1789.'^ 

ollawing members which formed the 
were present. ^ 

Fbaj^cis Asbury, Bishop. 

Elders. 
Ivey^ Nelson Reed, 

Ellis, Joseph Everitt, 

Morris, John Dickins, 

'Kelly, James O. Cromwell, 

Iruce, Freeborn Garrettson. 

Green, 

having spent one hour in prayer to Al- 
God, for bis direction and oksrax^^NJckft.^ 
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then unanimously agreed, that a general c 
en<^ of the bishop, ministers ana preachi 
the Methodist « Episcopal church, on the €<iii 
of Americay would be attended with a var 
difficulties, with great expence and loss of 
as well as many inconveniences to the w 
God. And, as it is almost the unanimous 
ment of the ministers and preaehers thai 
highly expedient there should be a general 
cil tbrmed of the most experienced elders 
connection ; who, for the future, being elec 
ballot in every conference,. at the request 
bishop, shall be able to represent the sever 
ferences find districts in the United States o] 
rica : they therefore concluded that such a 
cil should be «o appointed and corivened. 

The council then proceeded to form the i 
ing constitution, to wit: 

The aforesaid council, when assembled 
time and place appointed by the Bishop, sha 
power to mature and resolve on all things r 
to the spiritual and temporal interests 
church, viz. 

1. To render the time and form of nubli( 
ship, as similar as possible through all ther 
gregations. 

2. To preserve the general union of the 
ters, preachers and people in the Methodis 
trine and discipline. 

3. To direct and manage all the printing 
may be done, from time to time, for the us 
benefit of the Methodist church in Amerid 

4. To conduct the plan of education, and 
age all matters, which may, from time tc 

Eertain to any college or houses built, or ab 
e built, as the property of the Methodist c( 
tion* 
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5. To remove, pr receive and appoint the sa- 
vy of, any tutors, from time to time employed 

any seminary of learning belonging to the said 
nnection^ 

6. In the intervals of the council, the bishop 
all have power to act in all. contingent occur- 
nces reiattve to the printing business, or the 
location and economy of. the college. 

7. liine members, and no less, shall be com^ 
itent to form a council which may proceed to 
isiness. 

8. No resolution shall be formed in such a 
uncil, without the consent of the bishop and 
ro thirds of the members present. 

After the couneil had finished the constitution 
above, they then proceeded, with perfect 
ranimity, to foi*m the following resolutions. 

1. Evtrtf resolution of the first council shall 
\ put to vote in each conference, and shall not 
\ adopted unless it obtains a majority of the dif^ 
rent conferences. But every resolution which 
received by a majority of the several confe* 
nces, shall be received by every member of 
iCh conference. 

2. Public worship shall commence at 10 o^ 
ock on the Lord's day, in all places where we 
ive societies and regular preaching, if it be 
•acticable^ and if it be not, at 11 o'clock. 

3. The exercise of public worship on the 
ord's day, shall be singing, prayer, afid read- 
g the: Holy Scriptures^ with exhoitation or 
ading a sermon, in the absence oi' a preacher ; 
id the officiating person shall be appointed by 
t elder, deacon, or travelling preacher, for the 
me being. 

4. For the future no more houses shall be built 
r ][)ublic worship, without the c^sent and jii*. 
jctiofl of the conference and pttn4\w% ^^^v ^\ 

o 
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the district ; unless a house should be built under 
the direction of the presiding elde^ atid. the tra- 
velling preachers in the circuit,, and' finished 
Avithout the least debt remaining on it. 

5. It is rec]|uired, that all the parents and guar- 
dians of independent scholars in Cokesbury col- 
lege, may punctually pay for the students' tuition 
and board, on or before the first day of Dtcm' 
6er, in every year ; as none will be continued ^ 
there more than one year, on credit, but will be 
immediately sent home, in case of non-payment- 
And for the future, at least one fourth of the 
price of twelve months board and tuition most 
ne sent with every scholar, who comes from the 
adjacent states ; and half the said price .with eve- 
ry scholar who come& from any distant state. 

6. Every minister, preacher, and private mem- 
ber shall be permitted, and is hereby eamestlj 
requested to devise some means, and either brii^ 
or send his proposals to the next council, for'tte ' 
purpose of laying some scheme for relieving off 
dear brethren, who labour in the extremities rf 
the work, and do pot receive more than six, 
eight, ten, twelve, or fifteen pounds per an- 
num. , 

7. Every deacon shall be three years in a \ 
state of probation before he can be elected to i 
the eldership. 

8. Considering the weight of the connection, 
the concerns of the college, and the printing bu- 
siness, it is resolved, tnat another council shall 
be convened at Baltimore^ on the first day of 
December, 1790." 

I have thought proper to insert the minutes of 

the first council at full length, that the plan, 

and the whole business thereof may he undcr- 

si^d in future ; and that the reason inay be 

known why it was opposed, awd.v^\v>} \\. ^^'^^^ 
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soon given up^ and rejected both by the Metho- 
dist preachers and people. 

\Vhen the council was first proposed, the 
preachers in each district were to nave the pow^ 
€r to reject, or retain the measures which had 
been adopted by the council. But when the pro- 
ceedings of the council came out, they nad 
changed the plan, and determined that if a ma- 
jority of the preachers in the different districts 
should approve of the proceedings of the coun- 
cil, it, should then be binding on every preacher 
in each district. 

The number of conferences were increased, 
so that but a small number of preachers could 
collect at one place. There were fourteen con- 
ferences appointed for the next year. 

In the latter part of the year 1790^ the second 
and last council met, and their minutes began as 
Allows : 

'^ Minutes ; taken at a Council of the Bishop 
and delegated Elders of the Methodist JEpisco- 

?al Churchy held at Baltimore^ in the state of 
iaryldnd, December Ist, 1790.'' 

Q. " What members are present ? 

A. *' Francis , Asbury, bishop ; Freeborn 
Garrettsony Francis Poythress^ Nelson Reed, 
JohnDickinSy Philip Bruce y Isaac Smith, Tho- 
mas Bowen, James O. Cromwelly Joseph Eve- 
ritty and -Charles Connaway.* 

Q. *^ What power do this council consider 
themselves invested with by their electors ? " 

A. " First, they unanimously consider them-, 
jelves invested with yWZ power to act decisively 
in all temporal matters. And secondly, to recom- 
mend to. the several conferences any new ca^ 
Qons, or alterations to be made in any old ones. 

* The namef in Italic were members of the first counclU 
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Q. ^^ What can be done to promote tlie bo< 
business ? 

Q. ^^ Who are appointed as travelling bo< 
stewards, by the order of the council ? 

Q. ^^ How shall sach stewards be appoin 
for the future ? 

Q. ^^ What can be done to procure religi< 
experiences and letters for the Arminian 1 
gazine f - - 

Q. " Who shall form such a committee? i 
to examine letters and written e;cperienceis 
the Magazine, 

Q. ^^ What books shall he published in 
course of the two foltewin^ years ? 

Q. " Shall we publish Mr, TVesiey^s four 
lumes of sermons} before the sitting of the x 

COUtKJil ? 

Q, " What shall be done to support th* en 
and finish the building of Cokesbury College. 

Q. " Can any thing more be done for Uo\ 
hury College 9 

Q. " What is the expence of the charity b 
for the present year in Cokti/sbury College ? 

Q. " Shall tbe bishop have power to draw ; 
money out of the book profits, for the pan 
*supplv of any church or preacher that may b< 
pressmg need ? 

A. "By the recommendation of the eldei 
a district, the bishop may draw as far as th 
pounds per month ; but no fiirther, 

Q. " Who are the present teachers in Col 
hury College f 

A. ''Jacob Hall, A. M, Patrick M'Clo^l 
and Charles Tite, 

Q. " Can any thing be done to prevent 
students of Cokesbury College from tr^fficki 
or exchanging their property with eaoh othei 
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Q, " As many of our churches are unfinished 
land in debt, and our grave-yards unfenced, 
what can T>e done for their relief? 

Q. " As the presiding elders have only a par- 
tial supply at quarterly meetings, to whom shall 
they present their annual accounts ? 

Q " As the bishop is not supplied from the 
cireuits, to whom shall he render his account ? 

A. " To the council. 

Q. " What shall be done, if an opening should 
be made, to settle a teacher, or preacher, among 
any of the Indian nations ? 

Q. " What advice shall we give our brethren 
who desire to erect district schools ? 

Q. ^^ What can be done toward the relief of 
our preachers, who cannot obtain the salaries 
itWwed by our canons ? 

■ Q. " Who shall be appointed to superintend 
the economy of the college, in the recess of the 
cooncil and the absence of the bishop ? 

A. ^^ Nelson Reedy John Dickins, and Joseph 
Everitt. 

Q. "Who shall be appointed as factors, to 
supply the college with whatever necessaries 
may be wanted ? 

A. " William Wood, and John Brevitt. 

Q. " Who shall be appointed to inspect the 
factors' bills, and make tncir payments ? 

A, ^^ Philip Rogers y Jesse Hollingsworth, Sa- 
muel OwingSy ana Emanuel Kent, 

Q. " As we think it primitive, prudent, and 
decenty that men and women should sit apart 
in public congregations, what can be done to 
promote it amongst our people ? 

Q. " What money is now in hand, belonging 
to the preachers' fund ? 

A. "One hundred and sixty -e\%\\\. ^ovxvA^^ 
9126 shilling and four, pence. 

o 2 
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Q« ^^ What can be done to secun 
that may be collected for this purpos 
ture ? 

Q. " How shall money be drawn, f 
to time, /out of the fund, for the reli 
tressed preachers ? 

Q. ^^ As thp bishop complains, tl 
preachers look to him for a supply of 
liciencies, what is the judgment of th 
in this case? 

Q. ^' As some of the members of cou 
plain of long and expensive journies, ^ 
be don^ for their assistance in future ? 

Q. When and where shall the next c 
held ? 

A. " At Cokesbury College, or B 
on the first day of December, 1792." 
^ There were thirty-one questions in i 
nutes, which I have stated in the sai 
and order in which they stood in th€ 
of the council. I have also giv^n a fe 
answers. But the answers being of lit 
consequence to the people in general, 
omitted the greater part of them ; and 
serted such as might perhaps be satisf 
the reader. I have thought proper t< 
all the questions, that it may be seen i 
in what manner the council proceeded. 

This council determined to have anot 
ing two years from that time. But tl 
Ceedings gave such dissatisfaction to 
nection in general, and to some of th 
ling preachers in particular, that they ^ 
ced to abandon the plan. And there h 
• since been a meeting of the kind. 

When the first council met, I wrot( 

letter, in which I stated my objections 

plan^ and pointed out iTae diffivcxAW^^ \}wd 
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. produce^ and contended for a general conference ; 
which plan was disapproved of by all the coun- 
oil. 

The most violent opposer of the council among 
the travelling preachers was at first one pfthat 
body, namely, James O^Kelly. While he was 

* at the first council, he appeared to be united to 
the plan, and to the members ; but after he re- 
turned to Virginia^ he exclaimed bitterly against 
the proceedings and against what he himself had 
.done in the business. He refused to have any 
thing at all to do with the second council. 

The supposition respecting this sudden change 
in the old man, and his hasty conduct in con- 
/demning what he had just before sanctioned, 
was, that he went to the first council with some 
expectation of being promoted in the church ; but 
fioding himself disappointed, he returned home 
greatly mortified. 

We have sufficient reason to believe, that the 
establishmeot of the council was very injurious to 
the Methodist connection. The plan produced 

• such difficulties in the minds of the preachers 
and the people, and brought on such opposition, 

•. that it was hard to reconcile them one to another. 
. Nothing would or could give satisfaction to the 
preachers but the calling together all the travel- 
ling' preachers in a general conference ; to which 
after some time the bishop consented. 

In 1790 we had fourteen conferences, at the 
following times and places : 

The forty. first conference was held in Charles- 
ton, oil the 15th of February. 

The forty-second in Georgia, on the 3d of 
IVJarch 

The* forty -third in Kentucky, on the 26th of 
April. 
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The foi-ty.fourth at HoUtein^ on the 17th of 
May. 

The forty-fifth in ISorth- Carolina, on the 24th 
of May. 

The forty-sixth at Lane's chapel, on the 14tk 
of June. 

The fortyseventh at Union Town, on the 29ft' 
of July. 

The forty-eighth at Leesburg, on the 26th rf 
August. • 

The forty -ninth in Baltimore, on the 6th of Sep- 
tember. 

The fiftieth at Cokesbury, on the 11th of Sep- 
tember. 

The fifty. first at Duck- Creek, on the 16lh A] 
September. i 

The fifty-second in Phiiadelphia, on the22drf 
September. 

The fifty -third in Burlington, on the 28tli«f 
September. 

The fifty-fourth in New- York on the 4tli rf 
October. 

At these conferences we took in 30 new circdits 
and stations. Three of them were in the south, " 
Savannah, Savannah Ihwnand Cata^aba. Th6W 
were six more in the west, namely, Lewingtimf 
Limestone, Madison, Russel, Green and Lincoln. 
The others were Cdnfcntney, low down in North 
Carolina ; tind Surry low down in Virginia, and 
Stafford in the north part of the state ; and Ca- 
nauway in the upper part of the state. «SoufA 
River in Maryland, and Bethel in New-Jersey, 
and jRandofpft high up the country. In Coli- 
necticut' we took in three, Newhaven, lla/rt- 
ford and Litchfield. And one in Massachusetts 
called Boston. 

We admitted on trial l\v\s ^c,^t %\idy eight 
J oung presicherSy and added W VVv^.^wv^v^ \^^ 



1790} OF TBE METHODISTS. IGl 

members. There were more added to the soci- 
ety this year, than ever had been before in the 
coarse of one year. And with all we had 116 
[ circuits on the minutes this year. 

The form of the minutes was now altered, and 
ic first question was, "j Who are admitted on tri- 
?^^ This mode of beginning the minutes has 
^^ver sinee been pursued. The second question is, 
** Who remain on trial ?" and thus proceed up 
in gradation to the bishops. Formerly the first 
Question was, " Who are the bishops?^^ and then 
^ proceed downwards to the lowest order. 

Several preachers located this year ; and some 

^f them were of long standing in the travelling 

connection. HtnrijWilliSy had travelled twelve 

r years. Edward Morris nine years. Jeremiah 

MOAtin five years. Matthew Greentree seven 

yean. Lemn Ross five years, and the others had 

liavelled a shorter time. 

Three preachers died this year, and the cha- 
racters given them in the minutes were as fol- 
lows : " Cornelius Cook, he was a firlthful labour- 
er and patient sufferer, while he was employed 
in the church for three years ; and departed in 
t peace and confidence in the month ot August 
' 1989." His complaint was singular ; it was a pro-, 
iiise discharge ojT blood through the kidneys. 
One night after a discharge of perhaps five or 
I six quarts iof blood and water, which ran from 
bim m a constant stream, he thought himself to 
be in the agonies of death ; and calling up the 
bmily and other friends he bid them iarewell, 
tod said he was dying, and exhorted them all to 
prepare and meet him at the right hand of God. 
He told them he had been preaching the gospel 
among them, and said " I am now a dying wit* 
ness of the truths which I have preached.'' — ' 

Whila the friends wept around \v\xiv^ ^wA y^^^vV^^ 
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to see him exp;re^ he be^an to revive ; and after 
a few days be got so well as to be ab6ut again^ 
and lived about three months longer^ and then 
bid the world farewell. 

" James Connor y a native of Buckingham coun* 
ty in the state of Virginia ; two years and a half 
in the work ; a pious, solid, understanding man> 
his gifts were improveable, and promised usefal 
ncss to the churcn. In the midst of a blameless 
life, he was suddenly taken away from labour 
and suffering, and blessed- with confidence in his 
last moments. . ^ 

^^ John Tunnilj who died of a consumption at 
the Sweet Springs, in July 1790, He was about 
thirteen years in the work of the ministry ; a maa 
of solid piety, great simplicity and godly sinceri* 
ty ; well known and much esteemed both by 
ministers and people. He had travelled exten- 
sively through the states, and declined in sweet 
peace.'^ 

Mr. Tunnil was elected io the office of an d- 
der at the Christmas conference, when we weft 
first formed into a church. His gifts as a preach- 
er were great ; and his conduct as a pious mui> 
was worthy of imitation. He was greatly be- 
loved in his life, and much lamented in bis 
death. He died about a mile to the west of the 
Sweet Springs. His friends took his remains over 
the mountain to a meeting house about five miles 
east of the Sweet Springs, where they buried 
him.'' . 

There was a new rule introduced into the annu- 
al minutes this year concerning Sunday schools; 
which is as follows : 

" Q. What can be done in order to instruct 
poor children (white and black) to read?' 

A. " Let us labour, as the heart and soul of 
one man, io establish Sunday schools, in or near 
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; place of public worship. Let persons be ap- 
inted by the bishops, elders, deacons or preach- 
} to teach (gratis) ^U that will attend and have 
:apacity to learn ; from six o'clock in the morn- 
r till ten ; and from two o'clock in the ailer- 
on till six ; where it does not interfere with 
blic worship- The council shall compile a 
)per school book, to teach them learning and 

A.fter this, Sunday schools were established in 
reral places, and the teachers took nothing for 
;ir services. The greater part of the scholars 
tre black children, whose parents were back- 
ird about sending them ; and but few of them 
re regular in attending, and in a short time 
I masters were discouraged, and having no 
fy and but little prospect. of doing good, they 
m gave it up, and it has not been attended to 
many years. 

ieligion prospered this year in an uncommon 
nner. The great increase of members^ bow- 
T, was partly owing to the difference m the 
le of taking the account of them. Last year 
was closed in May. This year in Octobefr, 
ich extends the time to one year and five 
>nths. Had the numbers been taken in May as 
y were the last year, the increase would not 
^e been so large. But there was a most bles- 
1 work of God in different parts of the coun- 
. In New England we met with great en- 
iragement, and some souls were savingly 
»ught to the knowledge of the truth. On the 
h of May we joined the first, class in Strat- 
d, composed of a few loving persons, who 
re nmch despised in town On the account of 
ir religion, and their attachment to the Me- 
•dists. 
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In March> New- Haven circuit was formed, 
which extended along the post road from Milford 
to Hartford. The first sermon preached by the 
Methodists in the city of Harford was on the 9th ; 
of December 1789, and on the 8th of November; 
this year a class was formed in that city \ but af 
a while some of the members moved away^ ai 
all the others, were scattered. 

About the beginning of this spring, Litcbfidi 
circuit was formed, which took in the north weit 
part of Connecticut state. And in the latter j 
part of the spring we formed Uartford circtut^ 
which took in both sides of Connecticut riveri 
The first time the Methodists preached in the 
neighbouring towns in that circuit were as fib ] 
lows : On the 2d day of April 1790, in Tolland ; 
the third day in East-Windsor ; on the 7th iB 
Windsor ; on the 9th in Suffield ; on the 11th ill 
Granby ; on the 22d in Infield ; on the 29th m ; 
Wintonberry ; and on the 3d day of Mayj[in 
Wilbraham, in Massachusetts. The first ser- 
mon preached by the Methodists in the city of 
JVliddletown, was on the 7th day of December 
1789. 

I have given this account of the time when the 
Methodists first began to preach in certain 
towns, that the people in those parts may know 
when they were first visited by us. No doubt, it 
will be satisfactory to many, even of the rising 
generation. 

I was appointed this year to the town of Bos- 
ton, in order if possible to establish the Methodist 
doctrine and discipline, and to raise up a people 
for the Lord. I took my station on the I'ith day 
of Tsovember. In the course of the preceding 
summer, Mr. Freeborn Garrettson had visited 
that town and preached. I made them a visit 
in July. On one occasion, I weat out on the 



)0] 6)p THte METHomsxs. 166 

nmon^ and standiiig on a tabl6 began to sing 
:h only a fe>v persons present. But having 
lyed and begun to preach,, the number en- 
asCd s6 that there were two or three thousand 
^ntive hearers. The number was still greatly 
creased the next Sabbath day, at the same 
ce, at six o'clock in the afternoon. 
This may be considered the begmning of Mc- 
dism in Boston, and in all those parts of the. 
mtry. Methodist preaching was a strange 
ig in that part of the world. On the 12th day 
July the first Methodist sermon was preached 
Salem ; on the 15th in Newbnryport ; on the 
!i in Danvers ; on the 17th in Marblehead ; 
the 20th in Charlestown ; and on the 14th of 
cember in Lynn. In Boston it was hard, to 
cure a place to preach in, and the word took 
little hold on the minds of. the hearers; but 
soon as we began to preach in Lynn, the 
rd had a powerful effect on the hearers who 
tked to hear by hundreds. It soon appeared, 
t Lynn was the place that should be attended 
in preference to any other. On the 20th day 
February 1791, the first class waf fornjeid- in " 
nn, consisting of eight persoqs, and that day 
ek twenty one persons more joined with the 
mer number, and some of them were truly 
raged with, the Lord, and much devoted to 
service; and others were sincere seekers of 
vation. 

There were abundance of people in that town 
lo were fond of hearing the Methodists, and 
shed to attend their meetings constantly ; and 
the 9th day of May, upwards of seventy men 
10 paid tax, came together and took certificates 
;wing that they attended public worship with 
3 Methodists, and paid to the support of their 
nister This was done to keep iVierft^^^ S:^;^ •j^j^ 
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possible fi'om being compelled 1^ fafr to f 
the support of their settled congregational i 
ter, whom they did not like. 

The society in Lynn then determined on 
ing a Methodist meeting houSe ; which tbi 
gan accordingly on the 14lh of June^ raisi 
the 21st, and dedicated it on the 26th, 
This was the first regular permanent societ 
was formed in the state of iVIassachusetts 
the first meeting house that was ever bv 
the Methodists in the state. From that tii 
ligion continued to prosper in Lynn for 
months without any declension. 

In the course of 1791^ there was a cor 
able awakening among the people in di! 
places not far from Lynn* The Metl 
preached the first time in Manchester on tt 
<lay of January, and on the 12th in B< 
and in Cape Ann, or Gloucester, on the ; 
February ; in Weston on the 9th day of S< 
ber ; in Natick on the 10th ; and in Ne< 
on the 13th ot the same month. Before thi 
they, had never had a Methodist preacher t 
them. 

We preached a long time in Boston, 
we formed a society, but on the 13th day • 
ly, 1792, w6 joined a few in society, and s 
shoit time they began to increase in mit 
We met with uncommon difficulties hen 
the beginning, for the want of a convenient 
to preach in. We began in private houses 
could seldom keep possession of them lonj 
last we obtained liberty to hold meeting 
school house ; but that too was soofi denii 
We then rented a chanibcr in the north • 
the town, where we continued to meet a 
derable time regularly. The society the 
deriook to get them a mceV\tv%\vo\SLS^y\i^i\. 
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)Oor^ and but few in number, they could do but 
itde. We begged money for them in Balti- 
nore^ on the Eastern Shore of Maryland^ and 
n Delaware state, in Philadelphia, and in rfew- 
Jfprk, anc}; by these exertions we were able to 
proceed, and began the building. On the 28th 
jby of August^ 1795, ihe Corner Stone was laid 
if the first Methodist meeting house in Boston^ 
ffiuch was fixed at the north end and was built 
rf- wood 46 feet by S6y with galleries in front, 
md ia both sides of the hotise. 

Afler we beean to preach in the new meeting 
loqse, we had large congregations to hear us, 
fhen we preached at night ; but it was some 
g9e before we had the house filled with steady 
Karers on the Sabbath day. Most of the peo- 
a)(;^.that were fond of hearing us, did not like to 
loii^' their own meeting houses when their mi - 
pjiter preaehed. 

In 1791 we had thirteen conferences, as fol- 

. The fifty -fifth conference was held in Charles - 

bon, on the 224 of February. 

, The fifty.sixth in Georgia, on the 16th of Fe- 

The fifty-seventh at M^Knight^s, North-Caro- 
(iMf, on the 2d of April. 

The fifty-eighth at Petersburg, on the 20ib of 
April. 

The fifty-ninth in Qanover, on the 26th of 

April, 
xfa^ si;Ktieth in Alexandria, on the 2d of May. 

The. six(y-^$t in Baltimore, on the 6th of 

The sixty-second at Duck Creek^ on the IStU 
^f May. 
The N3(ty-tbjird in Fbi^delphia, on the ISth 
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The sixty-fourth in New- York, on the 
of May. 

The sixty-fifth in Connecticut, on the 2c 
July. 

The sixty-sixth at -Union Town, on the 
of July. 

The sixty-seventh in Albany district, oi 
23d of August. 

We took in ten new circuits this year : o 
South- Carolina, called Edisto Island , anc 
other which extended into a part of Nortl 
rolina, called Union, The others were ^ 
Anns 9 on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
ihumberlandy in Pennsylvania, Otsego and k 
to^y in New- York, Stochbridgty in M 
chusetts ; the station called Boston, was chs 
to Lynn in the minutes, and another circuit 
cd called Kingston, 

, Several circuits were entered on our mi 
thi^year, which are in Nova-Scotia an< 
West-Indies ; places where we sent missioi 
from our conference. 

W^e admitted upwards of fifty young pr 
ers on trial, and had an addition to the s( 
of 6267 members ; we also had one hundrec 
twenty -nine circuits this year. 

Several preachers located ; ameng then 
James Haw, the first missionary to Kenti 
who had been travelling ten years. 

Four preachers died this year, ^^ Wyat\ 
drewSy who died fjill of faith and tne 
Ghost. As long as he' could ride, he trav 
and while he had breath he praised God. 
muel AndreicSy four years a labourer ii 
vineyard of the Lord, who maintained a st 
upright walk, attentive to the work ; his 
d»^s were tha best to himself, and the p 
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he preached to. He died without any expres- 
sions of the fear of death. ^ 

*• Aaron Hutchinson^ a man of clear under- 
^,. standings gospel simplicity, and godly sincerity ; 
blameless in his life, acceptable as a preacher ; 
bithful in his labours, which ended in the short 
space of four years. He was patient, resigned, 
.und confident in his last moments/^ 

^^Eliphalet Reed, a true Israelite, and not with- 
oat his usefulness. His feeble system failed af- 
ter three years labour ; a man of a sweet spirit, 
■ and humble walk with God." 

In the close of the annual minutes for this 
year, we have the following note ; " Mark well ! 
Odr brethren and friends, are desired to be more 
eantious how they receive strange preachers, 
especially to preach ; unless their names are on 
the minutes, or they can shew a parchment or a 
certificate from the presiding elder, or some el- 
der in the district they may say they came 
from.'* 

This note was introduced at a seasonable time. 
^ Our connexion w:as growing large, .and some 
preachers were fond of going to and fro where 
they pleased, without any recommendation ; and 
some of them without any qualification for the 
work of the* mitiistry. Some impostors had also 
been travelling through the country, who be- 
longed to no denomination ; and were not so 
much as moral men in their conduct. 

We had a pleasing revival of religion in ma- 
ny places during this year ; and a door was 
opened for the spreading of Methodism in the 
New-England states ; where many people were 
inviting us, and sending for us to come and 
preach among them. Some of them also cast 
m their lots with us, and joined our society. 
Notwithstanding there was great o^^q^VCwsx W 

p 2 
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the Methodists in Uia.t part of the world, they 
continued to increase, and wercA^otre respected 
than they had formerJy been. 

The people had always been used to hear two - 
sermons preached every Sabbath d^y, 30 that J 
it was hard for them to be recoQcilQ^ ;to oor ^ 
preaching in some places only on .« week day. 
The common .cry was, " If you would take %<j 
parish and settle among us, we- should b,e gkd^ 
to have you, and we would then Jiear you, and 
pay you well.'' However, we formed sociestiev 
in several places, and they encrea^ed and pros- 
pered, and souls were converted to God. 

Oji the second djry of March, this year (17^1,) " 
Mr. John Wesley cfied in London, at his owjj 
house in City Road.* As he had been the foun- 
der, and t^e futhcr of the Methodistp i^ lEmcft 
and Ame^aj his death was felt by the Metho- 
dists in the .United States. In him we lost fOM 
of the greater jttinisters in the world, ijemi 
not quite eighty -eight years old when he dioL 
The writers of his life say, " Whea he F* 
upwards of fourscore years old, he per^eyered 1$ ' 
his daily labours. He rose at 4 o'clock in the 
morning, travelled from thirty to sixty or u^ 
venty miles a day ; and preached daily two, 
three, of four, yea, sometimes fiye serinons, he- i 
tiides reading, writing, visiting the 3ick, cppvers- 
ing with his friends, and superintending the so- 
cieties wherever he went ; and in all this labour 
and care, he was a stranger to weariness either 
of body or mind." 

On his birth day, June 28th, 1788, be observes, 
<^ I this day enter on my eighty-si^cth yea^ . And 
what cause have I to praise God, as well for s 
thousand spiritual Wessings, as for hodilv hle«i- 
ings also ! How little haye I suiffered yet, by " the 
rx/5ii i>/ xiuraeroiis years I" It is true, I n^w$ 
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fo agUe as I was in times past ; I do not run 
)r w^lk so fast as f. did. My jsighi is a little de- 
^jed. My left eye is grown dim, and hardly 
serves me to read.' I have daily some pain in 
the ball 4>f my ri^bt eye^ .as also in my right tem- 
ple (oeeasioaed by a blow received some months 
lince) and io my right shoulder and arm, which 
I impute partly to a sprain, and partly to the 
rheumatism. I find likewise some decay in my 
tnemo^, with regard to names, and things late- 
ly past; but not at sl\} with regard ito what I 
nave read or heard^ twenty, forty, or sixty years 
ago. Neither do I find any decay in my hear- 
ing, smell, taste, or appetite, (though I want 
bat a third part of the food I .di4 pn^e), nor do I 
feel any such thing as weariness, either in tra- 
Telling or preaching. And 1 am not conscious 
<4 jUiy decay in writing sermons, which I do as 
Jtt4ily, ajad I believe, as correctly as ever. 

To what cause can I impute this, that I am 
III I am ? First, doubtless to the power of God, 
fitting me for the work to which 1 am called, as 
long as Jljie pleases to continue me therein ; and 
next, subordinate to this, to the prayers of his 
Cbildrjen. 

lyiay lye ^not impute it, as inferior means : 

1. To my constant exercise and change of 
lir ? 

2. To my uev^^r Haying lost a niglU's sleep, 
lick or well, at land or at sea, since I was 
Jom ? 

3. To my having sleep at command, ^ that 
yhenever I feel mypelf almost woi'U out, I call 
t, ^nd it comes, day or night ? 

4. To my having constantly, for above sixty 
irears^riscn at fpur in the morning ? 

,5. To n^y constant preaching at five in the 
mqnnvg^ for above fifty years } 
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6. To my having had so little pain in my life; 
and so little sorrow, or anxious care ? 

Even now, though I find pain daily, in ray 
eye, or temple, or arm, yet it is never violent^ 
and seldom lasts many minutes at a time. 

Whether or. not this is sent to give me warn 
ing, that 1 am shortly to quit this tabernacle, I 
do not know, but be it one way or the' other, 
have only to say, 

" My remnant of days 
I spend to his praise, 
Who died the whole to redeem ; 

Be they many or few, i 

My days are his due, 
And they all are devoted him P' J 

The next year when he was in JDublin he-^ 
made the following remarks on his birth-day; 
*^ This day I enter on my eighty-seventh year. 
I now find I grow old. 1. My sight is decayed!/ 
so that I cannot read a small print, except ii ft 
strong light. 2. My. strength is decayed, 10 
that 1 walk much slower than I did some years 
since. 3. My memory of names, whether of 
persons or pkces, is decayed ; I am obliged to 
stop a little to recollect them. What I shoald 
be afraid of is, if I took thought for the morrow, 
that my body should weigh down my mind, and 
create either stubbornness by the decrease of my 
understanding, or pevishness by the increase of 
bodily infirmities. But thou shalt answer for 
me, O Lord my God.'^ 

On the first day of the following year, (1790) 
he remarks, " I am now an old man, decayed 
from head to foot. My eyes are dim : my right 
hand shajces much ; my mouth is hot and dry 
every morning. I have a lingering fever almosi 
every day. My motion is weak and slow. How- 
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•, blessed be God, I do not slack my labour, 
n preach and write still. '^ 
[r. Wesley preached his last sermon fropa 
ah 55, 6. ." Seek ye the Lord while he may 
^ound ; call ye upon him while he is tiear:^^ 
s sermon was preached just a week before 
lied. He had his perfect senses to the last; 
just before he died, he cried out with all the 
aining strength he had : " The best of all is, 
I is with us,'^ 

>n Wednesday morning, the 2d d^y of March, 
r one of the preachers had prayed'with him, 
aid, "Farewell;'* which were the last words 
he was heard to utter ; and a few minutes be- 
ten, while several of his friends were kneel- 
around his bed, without a lingering groan, 
beloved pastor of thousands, ^ entered into 
joy of his Lord. 

otv^ithstanding the Methodists in the United 
es felt the loss of Mr. Wesley; yet we had 
1 so long accustomed to do our own busi- 
ly and make our own regulations, that we 
e under no necessity of auerihg any of our 
Ls, or modes of Church goverpqiept on that 
)unt. : 
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CHAPTER VII. k 



From the begirming of the year 1792, in which 
the first regular Gtntral Conference was hdd^ 
1 the end ^ the year 1793. 



If 



In 1792 we had eighteen conferences, accor<l: 
ingtothe account published in the annual ni-fr 
nutes. But the line of the conferences was bow 
changed, and they were began in Virginia, and |" 
went forward to the south, and then turned and 
ended in the north. The two first conferences wer^ 
held in the latter part of the preceding year : o( 
course some things which were transacted at tht 
conferences held in December last, will be coBr 
sidcred as dpuQ this year ; because they are pok^ 
lished in the minutes of the present year. 

The sixty-eighth conference was held atDi^^ 
enson's, in Ciiroline county in Virgioia, on As 
15th of December 1791, 

The sixty-ninth at Lane's Chapel, on the 2dd of 
I3ecember 1791 

The seventieth at Green Hill's, (N. C.)ontk 
21st of January 1792. 

The seventy-first in Charleston, on the 14th of 
February. 1 

The seventy -second in Georgia, on the Istof ; 
March. ] 

The seventy-third in Kentucky, on the Ist of l 
May. 

The seventy. fourth on Holstein, on the 15th of 

May. 

The seventy-fifth at Green-Brier, on the 23d of 

May. 
The seventy-sixth at Union Town, on the 2d 

ofJune. 
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rhe^sevenfy- seventh at New Town, on the 15th 

June. 

The seventy-eightih in Baltimore^ on the 22d of 

ne. - 

The seventy-ninth at Duck- Creek, on the 1st of 

The eightieth in Philadelphia, on the 7th oT 

The eighty^firit at the New-Mills, on the 12th 
July. 

The eighty-second in New York, on the 19th 
July. 

The eighty-third in Lynn, on the 1st of Au- 
st. 

The eighty .fourth in Albany, on the 15th of 
igust. 

The eighty-fifth was a general conference, 
Kch was held in Baltimore on the 1st of Novem^ 
r. 

It was just dght months from the time the bi- 
i>p began to hold these annual conferences, un- 
hh finished them. He began them on the 15th of 
jcember, and the last was on the 15th day of 
ogust. 

At these conferences we took in eleven new 
•cuits, which are as follows : 
[n North- Carolina two, Scopealongvind Trent 
nd one in the smith called Highco, In Gcor- 
itwo, Oconee, and Elbert Two in New York, 
^aten Island^ and 2*ioga, One in Massachu- 
tts, called Needham ; one in RhodpTlsland cal- 
i Providence ; mid two in Canada, Cataroqua 
id Oswegochee. 

We admitted on trial upwards -of fifty young 
'eachers, and i.ddcd to the society 2314 mem- 
irsthis year. But several of the preachers lo- 
oted, viz. ^ 
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Benjamin Brown, William Heath, John Eas- 
ter, Sihon Smith, Michael Burdge, John Andrew^ 
Wheeler Grissom, Charles Hardy^ Thomas Wil- 
liaiiisou, John Paup, Lewis Chasteen^ Michael 
Lard, and William Phoebus. 

Two preachers were expelled fronl the coriifi 
nection, Beverly Allen, and Andrew Harpend?^ 
ing. .f 

Three preachers died this year, namely, Tho- 
mas W^eathcrford, aged 56 : upwards of four 
years a labourer in th^ vineyard of the Lordrofj 
slender system. But what was best of all, he liTfcdi 
the gospel, and died triumphant in the Lord 

Peter Massey, under the profession of religion. 
for some years. He laboured faithfully in the' 
ministry for upwards of three years, and was con-f 
firmed and established in the grace of God. Ab 
afflicted man; who desired and obtained a sudden 
death, by falling from his seat ; he expired ov 
the 19th of December 1791, about nine o'cloekm 
the morning, at Cumberland, on the western wi- 
tcrs. 

George Browning, two years and a half in the 
ministry, a serious and devoted man, who died 
in peace, and rested from his afflictions, in hope 
of eternal glory, which Go<^ has promised tofaitD- 
ful souls. 

At thi^ time, 1792, we had about one hundred 
members in society, in the states of Connecticut 'J 
and Massachusetts ; the onrly states in New- Eng- 
land where we had any societies formed. But 
we' now for the first time formed a circuit i0 
the state of Rhode-Island. 

.On the first day of November, 1792, the first re- 
gular general conference began in Baltimore. Oar 
preachers who had been received into full con- 
nection, came together from all parts of the Uni- 
cccJ States where we \vad an^ c!\t^\vv\:S fctoaedi 
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th an expectation ^that something of great im. 
*tance would take place in the connection in 
isequence of that conference. The preachers 
lerally thought that in all probability there 
uld never be another conference ofthatkind^ 
ivhich all the preachers in connection might at- 
d. The work was spreading through all the Uni- 

States, and the diflEerent territories, and was 
;ly to increase more and more, so that it was 
lerally thought that this conference would 
)pt some permanent regulations, which would 
v^ent the preachers in future from coming to- 
her in a general conference. This persuasion , 
ught out more of the preachers than otherwise 
uld have attended. 

Jy this time the plan of the former council 
I become exceedingly disagreeable to the great- 
part of our brethren, both preachers and peo-" 
; and it was expected that some of the preach- 

would try, in that conference, to revive and 
ablish it. But we were agreeably disappointed, 
r soon after we met together, the bhhops and 
: preachers in general, shewed a disposition. to 
)p the council^ arid all things belonging there- 
to. And the bishop requested that the name 
the council might not be mentioned in the con- 
ence again. ]No one attempted to bring for- 
ard that business afterwards. 
The conference proceeded in the first place to 
rtn some rules and regulations for conducting 
e business which lay before them. To that end 
ere was a committee appointed of the oldest 
eachers, and a few chosen from those that 
ere younger in the work. This committee was 
consider matters among themselves, and when 
majority of them agreed to make any alteration 
' our form of discipline they were to make re- 
>rt to the conference. *One oi l\\^ tvA^i'Si lot N-V^ 

Q 
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regulation of the conference was this ; 
shall take two thirds of all the members 
conference, to make a new rule, or abolish j 
one : but a majority may alter or amen 
rule/^ 

The committee was afterwards increase 
adding more preachers to it : but after all,i 
found to be of no real use'; for if a few of the 
mittee were opposed to any thin^ that was ; 
ed by a majority of their brethren^ when tl 
siness was bropght before the whole of th 
ference, those that were dissatisfied before/ 
take an active part in the debates : and a 
arguments that had been brought forward 
committbe would be taken, up again ; whic 
not answer the end intended. It had been th 
that a committee would arrange matters s< 
expedite the business ; but after trying 
found that it had the contrary effect. The 
mittee was then given up, and any preache 
at liberty to bring forward any motion ; ar 
conference proceeded to establish or reject 
cording to the above regulation either I 
voice of a majority, or two thirds, as the case 
require. 

One amendment to our former plan, and 
form of discipline, was offered by Mr. J.. C 
Jy,which was this: ^^ After the bishop appoir 
preachers at conference to their severafl cii 
if any one think himself injured by the ap] 
mentjhe shall have liberty to appeal to the 
ference and state his objections ; and if the 
fercnce approve his objections, the bishop 
appoint him to another circuit. ^^ 

This motion brought on a long debat 
arguments for and against the proposal 
wei^hty^, and handled in a masterly manner. *'. 
never bad been a aubjecl V>ftio^^ w^ N-\\^\. ^^ 
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bailed forth all the strength of the preachcrij. A ^ 
large majority of thein appeared at lirst to be in * 
favour of the motion. But at last Mr. John 
Dickins mov^d to divide the question thus, 1st. 
"i Shall the bishop appoint the preachers to the cir- 
cuits ? 2d. Shall a preacher be allowed an ap- 
Bipeal? After some debate the dividing the ques- 
p'fion was carried. The first question being put, it 
■ .was carried without a dissenting voice. But when 
:vfe came to the second question, " Shall a preach- 
er be allowed an appeal ?'^ thtre was a difficulty 
^.started, whether this was to be considered a 
[^Bewrule, or only an amendment of an old one. If 
[•it w^s a new rule, it would take two thirds of the 
'votes to carry it. After a considerable debate 
it was affreed by vcte that it was only an amend - 
^ ment of an old rule. Of course after all those 
^ilengthy debates we were just where we begun; 
WMA had to take up the question as it was propos- 
? ed at first. 

^ . One rule for our debates was, " That each pcr- 
*ion if he choose shall have liberty to speak three 
times on each motion.'' By dividing the question, 
^d then coming back to where we were at first, 
We were kept on that subject called the Appeal^ 
fertwo or three days. On Monday we began the 
debate afresh, and, continued it through the day ; 
and at night we went to Mr. Otterbein's church, 
-and again continued it till near bed time, when the 
Vote was taken, and the motion was lost by a large 
njajority. 

The next morning, when tlie conference had 
assembled, we received a letter from Mr. O'Kelly, 
^^A a few other preachers, directed to the confer- 
ence, informing us, that they could no longer sit. 
^ong us, because the apf)eal was not allowed. 
* he conference then pitched upon a icvr preach- 
^^8 ta wait upon the disaffected Tpevso\\s,^xx^A.^^^- 
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suade them to resume thpir seats in the confer- 
ence. But all their persuasions were of little 
weight: for they would not corpe. After aday 
or two Mr. O^lCelly had an interview with Dr. 
Coke, and raised many objections against the Pr. 
and against the conference. Waiting in town 
aday or two longer, he and the preachers tint 
were particularly influenced by him', set off for 
Virginia, taking their saddle-bags, great coats, 
and other bundles on their shoulders or armi, 
walking on foot to- the place where they left Ihcir 
horses, which was about twelve miles from town. 

1 stood and looked after them as they went off, 
and observed to one of the preachers, that 1 was J 
i^orry to see the old man go oft' in that way, for 
I was persuaded he would not be quiet long ; bA 
he would try to be head of some party. The 
preacher then informed me, that Mr. O'Kelly de* 
nied the doctrine of the Trinity, and preached 
against it, by saying, that Father, Son andHol^ 
Ghost were characters, and not persons : awl 
that these characters all belonged to Jesus Christ. 
That Jesus Christ was the Father, the Son andtbc 
Holy Ghost. Thepreacher further said, that it was 
his intention to have had O* Kelly tried at that con- 
ference for the false doctrines which he had been 
preaching; and he believed that his leaving the 
conference was more out of fear of being brought 
to trial, than on account of the appeal. But so it 
was, Mr. James O^KclIy nevermore united with 
the Methodists. 

At that general conference we revised the form 
of discipline, and made several alterations. Th^ 
proceedings of that conference were not piiblish- 
ed in separate minutes, but the alterations were 
entered at their proper places, and published 
}n the next edition of the form of discipline, which 
%ras the eighth edition* 
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The title page of that edition was as follows : 
" The Doctrine and Discipline of the Metho- 
st Episcopal Church in America, revised and 
iproved at the general conference held at Bal- 
nore in the State of Maryland, in November 
92 : in which Thomas Coke and Francis As- 
iry presided/' 

In the bishops^ address to the members of the 
ethodist socities in the United States, they say, 
We have made some little alteration in the 
esent edition, yet soch as afiect not in any de- 
^ee the essentials of our doctrine and discipline. 
Jo, think ourselves obliged frequently to view, 
id review, the whole order of our church, aU. 
ays aiming at perfection. 
We determined at this conference to have ano- 
er general conference at the end of four year?, 
be held in Baltimore on the first of November 
96, We also agreed that all the travelling 
eachers who should be in full connection at the 
ne of holding the next general conference, 
ould be rntitlcd to a seat. 

It was likewise determined, that the districts 
ould be formed according to the judgment of 
e bishops ; yet so a& not to include more than 
reive, nor less than three circuits in a district. 
Moreover it was also said, " The bishop shall 
ipoint ihe time of holding the district conferen- 
s." . • _ 

In the 16th page of tlie Form of Discipline we 
ve an explanatory note of the character of a 
pernumerary preacher. " A supernumerary . 
eacher is one so worn out in the itinerant ser- • 
3e, as to be rendered incapable of preaching 
nstantly ; but at the same time, is willing to da 
y work in the ministry, which the conjerence 
iy direct^ and bis strength will enable him td 

Q 2 ' . 
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We had also this N. B. ^^ In case there be no 
bishop to travel through the districts, and exer- 
cise the Episcopal office, on the account of death, 
the districts shall be regulated in every respect by 
the district conferences and the presiding elders, 
till the ensuing general conference, (ordination 
only excepted/') 

In the 4th section it is asked, Q. 1. **'How ist 
bishop to be constituted in inture ? 

A. " By the election of the general conference, 
and the laying on of the hands of three bishops, 
or at least of one bishop and two elders. 

Q. 2. " If by death, expulsion, or otherwise, 
there be no bishop remaining incur church, wlwt 
shall we do ? ' 

A. ** The general conference shall elect a K- 
shop ; the elders, or any three of theiii, that shall 
be appointed by the general conference for thil 
purpose, shall ordain him according to our offitt 
of ordination. 

Q. 4. " To whom is the bishop amenable fot 
)iis conduct ? 

A. "To the general conference, who have 
power to expel hitn for improper conduct, if they 
see it necessarv.^' 

At this conference we introduced a new role 
for the trial of a bishop, which stands thus, Q. 
'^^ What provision shall be made for the trial of 
an iminoral bishop, in the intervals of the general 
conference ? 

A. " If the bishop be guilty of immorality, 
three travelling elders shall call upon him, ana 
examine him on the subject : and if the three el- 
ders verily believe that the bishop is guilty of the 
crime, they shall call to their aid two presiding 
ciders from two districts in the neighbourhood of 
that where the crime was coxftTft\\X&^^ ^"a.ch of 
which presiding elder sixsAWjraa^ Y^VSkXivoiV^^ 
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ciders, or an elder and a deacon. The above 
mentioned nine persons shall form a conference, 
to examine into the charge brought against the bi. 
hop : and if two thirds of them verily believe him 
DC guilty of the crime laid to his charge, they 
shall have authority to suspend the bishop till the 
kensuing general conference." 
y The fifth section had respect to the presiding 
': dders. Such an order of ciders had never been 
regularly established before. They had been ap- 
)K>mted by the bishop for several years ; but it 
■was a doubt in the minds of the preachers, whe- 
tter such power belonged to him. The general 
conference now determined that there should be 
presiding elders ; and that they should be cho- 
l «cn, stationed and changed by the bishop. IIow- 
- «f cr, a new rule was formed respecting them as 
1^ MIows : ^^ The bishop shall not allow an elder to 
^ fireside in the same district, more than four years 
^ TOccessively." 

F- The duty of a presiding elder was to travel 
L through his district, to take charge of all the 
preachers, travelling or located in the district ; 
^nd to change, receive, or suspend the travelling 
; Jfreachers in the absence of a bishop : to be pre- 
sent as fer as practicable at all the quarterly meet- 
ings ; and to preside in the conference of his dis- 
trict, in the absence of a bishop. The presiding 
tlder was to be supported by the surplus money in 
each circuit ; but if there was no surplus, then he 
Was to share in proportion with the preachers of 
tte circuits. 

In the eighth section we formed a rule, whereby 
^he bishop, or a presiding elder, might receive a 
preacher to travel in the intervals of conference, 
tintil the sitting of the next district conference. 
But all preachers must be received by the confe^t- 
^ce^ Iwfore their names can be ^t\\\\*e^ m "Cck^ 
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minutes. A iK-eachcr received in the intervals of 
contercnce^ must have a written license from tt&9| 
bishop or presiding elder. But no preacher shaB 
be received by tiie conference to travel, unletf' 
lie first i)rocure a recommendation from the quw 
terly meeting of his circuit. After traveliingtur 
years on probation, bemg approved -by the di 
rict conference, and examined by the preside" 
thereof, he may be received into full connectio 

At the dose of the section we have the follow 
ingN. B. *' If any preacher absent himself fr 
his circuit without the leave of the prcsidinff 
der, the presiding eider as far as possible shall 
his place with another preacher, who shall 
paid for his laboursout ot thcquarteragc of theab* 
«ent preacher according to the usual allowance.* 

In the ninth section, we fixed the salaries of aB 
the travelling preachers at the former sum of siXr 
ty-four dollars, with tHe casual addition of th«r 
travelling expenses. Their travelling expciM 
were to include ferriages, horse-shoeing and pro- 
visions for themselves and horses on the road, 
When they necessarily rode a distance. 

Q. '' What shall be annually allowed the wives 
of the travelling- pi^eachers ? 

A. " Sixty -four dollars if they be in want of it'' 

It was then understood that the wives of the 
travelling preachers had not an equal claim wilk 
the preachers themselves. The preachers had a 
<!laim, however favorable their circumstance in 
life ; but the quarterly meeting was to judge of 
the condition of their wives, and if they were not 
in want, they were to have no claim for money. 
This rule was afterwards changed, and ever since 
the preacher and his wife have an equal claioa. 

Prior to this conference we had not allowed oar 
j»reach::rs to take any thing for performing the 
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aamage ceremony ; bat at this time a rule wa^ 
aade allowing any of our preachers to receive 
Qoney if offered to them, (but not to charge) for 
lerforroing the marriage ceremonies. 

Q. " What plan shall we pursue in appropri- 
KtiDgthe money received by our travelling mmis- 
era for marriage fees ? 

" A. " In all the circuits where the preachers do 
lot receive their full quarterage, let all such mo- 
iiey be given into the hands of the stewards, and 
1^ equaTly divided between the travelling preach- 
BTs of the circuit. In all ^'other cases the money 

£ill be disposed Of at the discretion of the dis- 
ct conferences/' 

In the close of the section, we had the follow- 
lOgN. B. *^ No minister or preacher shall receive 
VXj money for deficiencies, or on any other ac • 
«eant out of any of pur funds or collections, with- 
mA first giving an exact account of all the mo 
flcy, clothes, and other presents of every kind, 
Vaicb he ha-s received the preceding year/* 

This rule was intended to keep all the^)reach- 
ers as nearly on an equal footing as possible, in 
their money matters. That there might be no 

t'ealousies or envyings among u5. But that we, 
ike brethren of the same family, might all labour 
together in the gospel of Jesus Christ*. 

In order that we might not be imposed upon by 
improper persons, coming from a distance under 
the character of Methodists, we gave this advice 
\o him who should have the charge of the circuit, 
' To warn all from time to time, that none are 
!o remove from one circuit to another, without a 
lote of recommendation from a preacher of the 
circuit in these words : ' A. B. the bearer^ has 
■)ttn an acceptable member in C.^ and to inform 
hem, that without such a certificate, they will not 
;)e received into other societies/' 
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This regulation we found to be of great 
vice ; for previous to this direction, persons 
had been expelled for improper conduct, ( 
easily get into our society, when they rem 
into places where they were not well know 

In the tenth isection we formed a rule for 
ling disputes among our members^ conce 
debts. *^ On any dispute between two or 
of the members of our society, concernin 
payment of debts or otherwise, which cam 
settled by the parties concerned, the pre 
who has the charge of the circuit, shall er 
into the circumstances of the case ; and h 
consulted the stewards and leaders, shall, 
greeable to their advice, recommend to th( 
tending parties a reference consisting of oi 
biter chosen by the plaintiff, and anothei 
sen by the defendant ; which two arbite 
chosen shall nominate a third, (the three 
ters being members of our society ;) an 
decision of any two of thera shall be final, 
if either of the parties refuse to abide by 
decision, he shall be immediately expelled. 

"/And if any member of our society shi 
fuse in cases of debt, or other -disputes, tc 
the matter to arbitration, when recommi 
by him who has the charge of the circuity 
the approbation of the stewards and le; 
or shall enter into a. law suit with another 
ber before these measures are taken, he 
be expelled.'' 

This mode of settling disputes in our sc 
has been of great service to many of our 
bers, both in saving of expense, and in th 
fiervation of peace among contending brei 

This rule for settling disputes has been 
ed, and it is so framed by the last general 
ierence in 1808^ . that t\ic ipr^^e\v&\ V\ajs\x! 
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je of th6 cirfcuit, 'is to recommend (o the 
incling parties an arbitration, when he thinks 
^r ; and the preacher is not obliged to con-, 
:he stewards and lcad«r«r, as directed in the 
errule. There is an addition made to the. 
also which is this : " But if one of the par- 
be dissatisfied with the -judgment given^ 
party may apply to- the ensuing quarterly 
ng of the circuit, for to have a second ar- 
:ion appointed; and if the quarterly meet- 
ee sufficient reason, they shall grant it, in 
h case, each party shall choose two arbi- 
and the four arbiters shall choose a fifth, 
udgment of the majority of whom shall be 
; and any person refusing to abide by such 
ncnt, shall be excluded the society.^' 
had been a custom for several years, to 
a fast day in each circuit on the Friday 
each quarterly meeting ; but we now chang- 
le time, and gave direction to the preaeh- 
iving charge of the circuit, to " Take care 
a fast be held in every society in the cir- 
on the Friday preceding every quarterly 
ing, and that a memorandum of it be writ- 
)n all the class papers/' 
the 19th section we formed a rule for try- 
)f travelling preachers, who might be ac- 
1 of improper conduct. 
" What shall be done when an elder, dea- 
or preacher is under the report of being 
/ of some crime, expressly forbidden in the 
of God, as an unchristian practice suffici- 
o exclude a person from the kingdom of 
J and glory ? 

" Let the presiding elder, in the absence 
)ishop, call as many ministers as he shall 
fit, at least three ; and if possible bring 
reused and accuser face to face. \l Wi^ ^^^- 
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sion be clearly convicted, he shall be'sa$p(9ided< 
from all official services in the church, till the 
ensuing yearly conference ; at which his wrt- 
shall be fully considered and determined. ^ 
if the accused be a presiding elder, the prcj 
ers must call in the presiding elder of the neij 
bouring district, who is requested to attend, 
preside at the trial. 

'^ If the accused and accuser cannot be brouj 
face to face, but the supposed delinquent fk 
from trial, it shall be received as a presume " 
proof of guilt ; and out of the mouth of two 
three witnesses he shall be condemned. NeVc 
theless, even in that case the yearly conferei 
shall reconsider and determine the whole mi 
ter. 

Q. 2. " What shall be done in cases of iiDj 
per tempers, words, or actions ? 

A. " The person so oflfendiog shall be re 
bended by his senior in office. Should a se< 
transgression take place, one, two, or three fld^j 
nisters or preachers are to be taken as WitnesMil 
If he be not then cured, he shall be tried at f 
next yearly conference, and, if found guilty anij 
impenitent, shall be expelled from the .conDe&] 
tion, and his name so returned in the minutes a(< 
the conference. 

U. 3. " What shall be done with those minis-' 
ters or preachers, who hold and preach doc- 
trines which are contrary to our articles of reli- 
gion ? 

A. " Lot the same process be observed as ifl 
cases of gross immorality ; but if the minister pf 
preacher, so offending do solemnly engage, nei- 
ther to preach nor defend sudi erroneous doc- 
trines in public or in private, he shall be borne 
w'th, till his case be laid before the next yearly 
conference , which shall dcletxovw^ VW xcv^lt^r. 
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" Provided nevertheless, that in all the ibovc 
entioned cases of trial and convictien, an |m. 
*kl to the ensaing general conference shall be 
lowed.'* 

The last question and answer^ aboVe, was in- 
oduced in order to pji^vent the spi^eading of the 
Toneoiis doctrines, which had been imbibed 
Qd propagated in public and in private by Mr. 
. O'K — ;• who^ previous to that timcy had taken 
luch pains to draw off some of Our preachers 
ikp his way of thinking ; and had so far suc- 
ceded in ms endeavours, as to get seme of the 
reachers confused ana bewildered in their 
linds about the doctrine of the Trinity. But in 
«bort time those preachers who remained with 
J were happily delivered from the mist of dark* 
Kss intp which they had been drawn. 
In the 21st section we have the following N.B. 
We will on no account whatever* receive a 
resent for administering baptism, ot for bury- 
ig the dead;'* 

This last resolve has been a standing rule a- 
Kmg the Methodists from that day to this. 
In the 22d section, the following directions 
ere given concerning public worship on the 
iord^s day : " Let the morning service consist 
r singing, prayer, the reading of a chapter out 
f the Old Testament, atid another out of the 
few, and preaching. 

" Let the afternoon service consist of singing, 
raver, the reading one chapter out of the Bible, 
nd preaching. 

" Let the evening service consist of singing, 
rayer, and pi;ea€bing; 

" But on the days of administering the Lord's 
flpper, the two chapters in the morning service 
*ay be omitted." 
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This rule was never attended to by onr preaeli 
crs, except in a few places^ in large towns or c' 
ties. In some cases oar preachers read one chaj 
ter in public on Sabbath days, either befbre or a 
ter the first prayer, and always before preaehin] 

In the 24th section we had this recju'est mad 
by the conference, which carries with it thfe ns 
ture of a command, " The preachers -arc desire 
not to encourage the singing of fuge tunes in ot 
congregations. 

'' We do not think that fuge tunes are siniu 
or improper to be used in private companiei 
but we do not approve of their being used in on 
public congregations, because public singing is 
part of divine worship^ in which all tbe„ congn 
gation ought to join/^ 

We have also this direction : " Let it be n 
commended to our people, not to attend the siiq 
ing schools, which are not under our direction 

Before^ these rules respecting singing wfjj 
formed, many of our preachers, especially in 9 
Northern States, had made too comnion a pfM 
tice of singing fuge tunes in the public congn 
gations ; and by that means they had prevente 
many of the old saints from singing at all, an 
siiigirig. in public worship was likely to be whoB 
confined to a few ; and they mostly the yopj 
people, who were particularly acquainted wit! 
the notes, and the rules of singing. 

It was always a custom among the Methodists 
for all the people in the congregation to sing i 
they could. Singing being a part of divine woi 
ship, we encouraged all to worship God ; and c 
course we advised all to sing. 

At this conference there was some alteratioi 

made in the ^^ Directions given to the Band Sc 

cieties :" and after the direction *^ To use D< 

needless self-indulgence -/^ the words " Suck d 

taking Snuff or Tobacco ^^ Y^^tt: \^^ ws.\. 
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The use of tobacco has bi;en more common 
long the travelling preachers since, than it had 
en before that time. Some of them say it is 

advantage to their teeihy arid others that it 
good for their health. 

At this conference we made the following rul« 
addition to the former one respecting the trial 
private members, " If a member of our church 
all be clearly convicted of endeavouring to 
lY dissentions in any of our societies, by in- 
ighing against either our doctrine or discipline, 
:h person so -offending shall be first reproved 

the senior preacher of his circuit ; and, if he 
erwards persist in such pernicious practices he 
ill be expelled the society." 
lie Qonference saw clearly that a divisive spirit 
s prevailing in some parts of our connection^ 
1 that it had been kindled by some of the dis* 
»cted travelling preachers ; they therefore de- 
mined to try and check it as soon as possible ; 
dg fully satisfied that some persons would do 
inore harm by remaining among us, if they 
itinued to ridicule our discipline and doctrine 
the manner they had done for som'e time, than 
5V could do if they were separated fi'om us. 
At this conference we again employed John 
ekins to superintend our printing business in 
liladeipbia, for which he was to be allow(bd 
louse and book room, and six hundred ^nd 
:ty-six dollars and thirty -three cents per year ; 
lich was to be paid out of the profits arising 
im the printing business. 
The conference also agreed that there should 

allowed to Cokesbury College out of the pro- 
i arising from the printing of books among us, 
IfOOO in the course of four years to come : j^800 
be allowed the. first year, and the rest to be 
rided equally for the rema\niv\% \)tvc^^ ^^'w:^ 
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-.iL --.uf M«'j^j* ">* zr rcTLi down, before the ex 
-• -iC'ifi rr !• * iiir j«*r*. ibe vholc sum wfti nc 

»'•"; ziti'Z. T-jiZ z.ht r» ? f&liowins qoestioas : 
Vc - v^ ic 5:13: : : zi^xxT sJuA be allowed t 

>frf :>s C-: tbe book fiuid, till th 



bLLi-nj^f-- aad sixiT-six dollars u» 

vL ^ VV**:!^ ^kiii^ r^ .LL^wed the bishop out • 
'Jjc r*:<<k J2Z.-Z. >>r ib* bcaefit of the distrkl 
^: i:-: *. il- :bf rtAi ^z^r&l conference ? 
jV " J^jcj i:cir i^Iurs per annam." 
Arxoiisi: :c i>e i>^^Ianons above stated, 
v«\is scrp>>f2 zz^z ihe p;>i>a» arising from 
rv<:k btt<^^-f>5 wocli as least amonnl to ^SSODi 

1 r-iT* liiis -'ccir? of scanT of the rales 
risT^;;:-? :".&• T?rerc aJ.>pted at this 
•.o:.:*ir?!:^f. i- eerier thai ii may be the better^ 
c-?rsi>:^i rii s^-ics pr€ac!iers sjid members ef 
.^jiir.-^cv.co. £^ \^ere cos Bcqiiaimed with onr pi^ 

No^wiihftAndir.j: we had some close debitcii 
-nd 50r:? di5:re**-rsg hiMur* during that confe- 
rence : aud wish a'L sokc of oar preachers wen 
fo onrr-ded as 10 leave ihe conference before tlH 
business was h^lt finished ; vet it was a comftli 
able time to rio>t of us. and we were highly ft 
voared of the Lord with lus presence and loved 
the last of oar sitting. Our hearts were closeh 
united together, and we paned in great union 
love and fellowship. 

It was eight years from the Christmas confi 
rence, where we became a regular church, t 
this general conference. In which time cfur fon 
of discipline had been changed , and altered i 
io jndD/ particulars ; j\nd Va^ \>xv&\sie«« of tb 
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ccjaocil had thrown the connection into suchxon- 
fbsion, that we thought proper at this conference ^ 
t(^tak€; under consideration- the greater part of 
the form of discipline, and either abolish, estab-^ 
Mhy or change the, rules, so that we niight all 
•pprove of, or bie recortcile'd to, whatever might .; 
be, found in the discipline. 

The proceedings of this general conference; ■ 
faye great satisfaction to. our preachers and peo- 
ife ; and the divisive spirit wnich had been pre- 
'^iling in different parts of our connection, was 
otisiderably checked. And nothing that was- 
'one gay:e more satisfaction, than, the jplan that" 
^s laid for having another general conference 
.^.the expiration x)f four- years from that. time; 
which, all the preachers in full 'connection. - 
NF§re at liberty to.come. 

Some of the preachers who came to the confe- 
wjce this year^ were quite, dissatisfied ; but at ' 
!ie close of the meeting they were perfectly re - 
onciled; and returned to their circuity, fully de- ' 
jrmined to spend and be spent in the work of 
le. ministry, and in the fellowship of the church. 

However, the seeds of discord iiad been sown- 
].9ome places j and esneeially in the south parts 
f Virginia, and had talcen such root that it was. 
Iipossible for us to eradicate them. The preach- ' 
TS who separated from us at that time, returned. 
V^ Virginia, and by-thein e»deayours the spark ^ 
fcontention was soon blown lip into a fl;£me; . 
ijjt, by the goodness and- mercy of God, the 
reachers* in general kept " Tlic unity of the spi- 
lt in.thebonds of peace." 

In 1793, we had 19 conferences ; four of which - 
rfire held in the lattpr part of the preceding year, ~ 
fter the c}ose of the general conierence. 

Th^ eighty-sixth conference was \\^\ii^\ KSss^- 
vdrJ^ on ^2ie 19th of Novembev^YJ^. 

r2 " 
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The eighty-seventh at Manchester, on the 25th 
of November 1792. 

The eighty-eighth in North- Carolina, on the 
12th of December 1792. : 

The eighty -ninth at Charleston, on the 244;h ofi 
December 1792. tj 

The ninetieth in Georgia, on the 10th of Janaa-^ 
ry, 1793. 

The ninety-first at John's River, on the 24th of * 
March. 

The ninety-second in the New Territory, it; 
Nelson's, on the 3d of April. 

The ninety -third at Nashville in Tennessee, 
on the 15th of April. 

The ninety -fourth in Kentucky, on the Gth of 
May. 

The ninety-fifth at Green Brier, on the 2Tih tf- 
May. 

The ninety-sixth, at Union Town on the 9tlu 
June. 

The ninety-seventh at Old Town, on the 18ft' 
of June. 

The ninety-eighth at Albany, on the 15th of 
July. 

The ninety -ninth in Lynn, on the 1st ■ of An* 'j 
gust. 

The hundredth in Connecticut, on the 12th of' 
August. 

The hundred and first in New» York, on ita 
26th of August. . -, 

The hundred and second in Philadelphia, on 
the 5th of September. 

The hundred and third, at Duck Creek, on the 
12th of September. 

The hundred and fourth at Cokesbury, on the 
22d of October. 

It was upwards of eleven months from the 
time of holding the first oiV\x^s^wT&tTOs»s^^BD4a 
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\c of the last: of course there was no op- 
ty of getting the annual minutes printed 
culated before the conferences began for 
owing year, and many of the preachers 
:en their stations for the next year; by 
means, a correspondence with the old 
;rs was greatly obstructed. For we could 

where the preachers were stationed un- 
aw the minutes ; and by that time the sta- 

appointments were altered. There was 
/ general complaint on the account of ha- 
tch a number of conferences, and because 

continuing throughout the whole year: 
eform in this point was desirable ; but the 
had the right of appointing the number of 
nces, and the time of holding them in each 
ind we could not arrange the business so 
lave but few conferences in each year, 
le general conference was held in 1796. 
en fixed on a smaller number ; and have 
ince had more than seven annual conferen- 
a year, 
he conferences held this year, (1793) wc 

12 new circuits, which were as follows : 
no (which lay among the mountains) and 
River, in North Carolina. Hingstonj in 
estern country : and Washington^ to the 
if Baltimore. Freehold, in Kew-Jersey. 
mer and Seneca-Lake, in the north parts 
/-York state : Tolland and Neto-London, 
mecticut: Providence, in Rhode-Island^ 
iw called Warren. Province of Maine, 
so after the name of the country, as no cir- 
d been formed in that part of New-England. 
5 Qeorge^s in Maryland ; and Savannah^ 

rgia. 

reacher was kept part of the yew, \tk S?w. 

tj and tbea it was given \ip y^\\\\o\x\. Vyrav- 
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ing any society ; and no preacher was sent to that, 
city again for a long time. 

We acUjiiittul on trial upwards of forty young 
preacher.- this ;^ car ; and addi^d to the society 1451 
members. Eigiitcen preachers located^ andsome^ 
of tlicin had bet-n^ travelling many years. J*-^ 
seph CroMwell, had travelled sixteen years ;ai»L 
others had been travelling from ten to thirteeo" 
years. 

Four preachers were entered^ withdrawn frort." 
our connection ; two of them, James 0'Kelly;_ 
and Rice Haggard, continued to travel. and preach! 
through the country vv here tliey pleased, and they , 
spared no pains in trying to draw off disciples • 
alter them. The other two, John Robinson, aniL ' 
John Allen settled themselves. Mr. Allen went , 
irjto the practice oi' physic, and soon gsiye Qp^ 
preaching. He has been living since tnat tirat.' 
iri the district of Maine. 

One preacher (James Bell,) was disownft- 
for improper conduct; and two preachers did,,; 
namely, Benjamin Carter and John SprouK Mr.,] 
Garter had been u professor of religion about eighty 
years, and had been near six years in the^minis-J 
try. Hje was a pointed, zealous preachei:,.ari^ a, 
strict disciplinarian. He was a happy map, and. : 
one tha^t appeared to fear tjie face of no man; He i \ 
had received a wound in thne jate war, which; 
greatly injured him in his labours. Hewasbles-. 
sed with great consolation in his la^t hours. He, 
died in August 1792, in Washington county in/ ' 
Georgia^ and was bjaried at Harris's^ i^eeting ' 
house. . 

John Sproul was a. simple honest maBj who^ 

gave himself wholly to God and his work. Hc: 

travelled and preached i'av hear three year^ ; and, 

WHS then 4aken from. toil to r^st\ . Though be was 

weak in bodyy he was.fcrv^x\X.*\i^ ^^wfvXyistxNvx^^ 
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the Lord. And we hope^ihat he went in peace 
to bis eternal home. 

In the close of the annual minutes for this year, 
we had the following caution. " The brethem 
are requested to be on their guard against impos*- 
tors. One of those characters had lately made 
lis way through North and South Carolina, 
collected money, purchased a horse by falsehood, 
-and disappeared. If a preacher is on the travel- 
*]ing plan, he will be sent out from the conieren- 
"Ces; if he is a local preacher, he can be recom- 
mended from his quarterly meeting. If doubts 
^se respecting any person who may appear un« 
-der the character of a Methodist preacher, refer 
Urn to the preacher who has the charge of the 
circuit, for examination, before he is permitted to 
l»each." 

After the foregoing caution^'we had a plan for 
4i4rict schools, recommended to the members 
•f the Methodist Episcopal church in America, 
by Mr. Asbury. This address was drawn up by 
w. Asburj^ and not by the conferences. There 
were published at the end of the address, ^* Ge- 
Beral rules recommended for district schools." 
Tkcre were 13 rules for the direction of the trus- 
tees, and 18 for the regulation of the scLools.^' 
After a while some such institutions were set on 
foot ; one in Brunswick county, in Virginia ; one 
on the Yadkin in North-Carolina ; one in South- 
Carolina ; one in Georgia ; and one in Kentucky. 
Bat most of them fell through in a few years ; and 
ftt present they are hardly worth noticing in this 
history. However, there is a good school kept 
at present at Ebenezer, in Brunswick county in 
Virginia. But it is not under the direction of the 
Metnodists. In the first place there are but few 
trastees remaining, some oeing dead, and others 
Amoved, Some of the remaimug Xicvx'sX.^^'^ >.\^ 
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not of our society. And secondly, the present 
teacher has the entire government of the school : 
holding the house and plantation free of expcmey 
and taking in scholars^ and governing them as ' 
pleases. ^ ij 

There was a good revi\Til of religion this yew 
in many of the new circuits, and the way wijU 
open for us to extend our borders in various dM 
rectioiis ; but we had a great declension in maiqfl 
of the old circuits. When the numbers in socieij 
were taken, we found that we had gained fewcrj 
than we had for seven years before. 

New London circuit in Connecticut waii formi 
in the beginning of this year, and a preacher CODrj 
tinued to travel in it from that time until the coD*- 
ference ; at which time it was taken- on the mia* 
utes. It then had fifty members. There hai 
been preaching by the Methodists in most of W 
places that were now taken into this circuit, 900 
time before the circuit was formed. Thefal 
sermon preached by the Methodists in the citj d 
New-Tiondoii, was onthe second day of SeptemM 
1789, which was upwards of three years before 
the circuit was formed. The first Methodist ser- 
mon that was preached was in Windham^ oQtbB 
24th oi June, and the first in the city of Norwridi 
on the 25th of June 1790. 

It was upwards of five years from the time of 
the societies bein^ formed in New London^ until 
they built a meeting house to assemble in. Their 
meeting-house was raised on the 20th day of Ja- 
ly 1798, and the dedication sermon was preached . 
in it two days after the frame was raised, i. e. on 
on Sunday the 22d of July, in the afternoon. 

Warren circuit in Rhode-Island, took in Bris- 
tol, Newport, Providence, Cranston, and several 
places in ALissachusetts. It will^ no doubt^ be 
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tisfactory to many of tlie inhabitants of 
lode-Island^ to know the time when the Me« 
)dists first came to that state. The first IVle- 
>dist sermon was preaehed in Charies-'lown 
lode Jsland, on the 3d day of September 1789* 
le first in Newport was on the 30th of June 
90. The first in Bristol was on the 2d of July : 
d the first in Providence was on the fourth of 
ly, 1790. The first Methodist sermon preach- 
in Cranston, was on the 11th day of November 

The first meeting house that was built for the 
ethodists in the state of Rhode Island was 
at in Warren, which was dedicated, or first 
eached in, on the 24th day of September 1794. 
It is almost twenty years since we first began 
preach in Rhode- Island, and at present we have 
ily four or five hundred members in that state. 
Vt have had as little success in that place, as in 
y of the states where we have been ; yet we have 
t as much opposition there, as we have common- 
bad in most plaees ; neither are the people as 
ach prejudiced against us and our plan, as they 
B in the rest of the New-England States. In 
is state they have no ministers settled by law : 
3y neither have any law to tax the people for the 
pport of ministers. The people hear such preach- 
5 as they like, and pay toward their, support just 

much as they please. In a word, they enjoy re- 
;ious liberty : and are the happiest people in 
LS respect of any that dwell in New-England. 
»t, they are not more religious than the people 

the neighbouring states. We have a few so- 
sties there , that are well engaged in religion, 
d much attached to our plan, and to our disci- 
ne. 

In 1795, we took in Province-Town, twhlch at 
St included only the one town on Cw^^ C^^. 
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In the beginning of the revival of religioi 
that town, tnere was no one to guide or di 
the people, till^a few of them were convcr 
they then began to hold meetings among t] 
selves, and to sing and pray^ and somet 
read a part of the Bible, or some religious I 
and sometimes talk' about religion^ and \ 
their experiences. In this way they were 
forted, and so continued their meetings 
season, being much opposed and despised, ai 
marning like sheep without a shepherd. At I 
one of our preachers, on his passage from '. 
York to St. Jotm's, in the Province of '. 
Brunswick, in tire British dominions, m( 
with contrary winds, was obliged t6 pu 
the harbour, and come to an anchor. He 
on shore, and was soon found out by the ] 
converts and invited to preach : and after pi 
ing among them a few times, and directing 
where they might find more of our prea 
he left them. Soon after some of them 
up to Boston and begged us to go dowr 
preach among them. We consented to do 
soon as we could conveniently. 

When we went to Province-Town to pi 
we were gladly received by those who 
lately embraced religion ; and a great 
of the other neople attended our ministry 
were highly gratified with our manner of pi 
ing. In a short time we formed a society 
from that time the work began to encrease 
more than it had done before, and several 
were converted to God. This society was 
ed in the beginning of the summer 1795. 
the society began to encrease considerabl; 
brethren, concluded to build themselves a 
ing'house. The plan was laid, and the t 
procured at a distance, and brought to toi 
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and then hauled together in order to be- 
framc the house. By this time persecu- 
^n to spread through the town, and ma- 
gs were said against the building. And 
25th of August, 1795, in the night time, 
b collected ptivatjcly, and took the greater 
the timbers, and carrying it over a large 
) a bottom, they cut it to pieces and built 
pen of it* I'hen gettkig a sailor's old hat, 
nd trowsers, and stuifang them so as to 
hem resettibie a man, they fastened the 
on the tdp of the pen, and tarred and 
3d it. 

conduct was the most Violent opposition 
; had met with in that part of New-Eng. 
But the brethren were tiot discouraged 
opposition. They laid their plan, and 
id more timber, and built themselves a 
:able meeting house in the latter part of 
ne year ; and it was ready for use by the 
tnuary. 

first time that the Methodists preached 
.^-Bedford was on the SOth day of Janua- 
►5. And it was a good many years after- 
before we hdd a society formed in .that 

first of our going on to Martha^s Vineyard 
eh, was on the 5th day of February, 1795. 
if our prfeachers had preached on that Is- 
efore, having put in there as they were 
; and. repassiilg from New- York to Nova- 
But this was the first time that a Metho- 
lacher ever went io the Island with ex- 
intention to preach to the inhabitants, 
ime after \Ve had a preacher stationed 
a smaU society was raised, and things 
>n well for a season. Byt at last then^ 

s 
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was an unfavoorable change, and we gave up tbe 
Island, and have not sent tnem a preacher since. 

It was on the 6th day of April, 1797, that the 
Methodists preached the first ser^lon on the b- 
land ot Nantucket. Some of the inhabitants had 
heard our preachers in other places, but they we 
never visited on the Island until that time. At 
the first visit I staid on the Island eighteen dayi, 
and preached sixteen sermons. Some of the peo- 
ple were much awakened at that time, and ma- 
ny were very desirous that some of our preach- 
ers should be sent among them. 

In 1799, we took Nantucket on our minutes* 
and gave the people a stationed preacher ; and 
have continued to do so ever since. A society 
was formed, and a large- meeting house was 
built. At present they have a large congrega- 
tion, and 166 members in society on the Island* 
The male inhabitants pretty generally follow 
the sea for a living ; and many of them are a* 
gaged in the whale fishery ; and of course thcj 
have not so good an opportunity of being reli- 
gious as many other people. 

Having taken a short view of the spread of 
our societies, and the progress of religion among 
us in Connecticut, Rhode-Island, and Massacha- 
setts states, we will in the next place take a 
view of the difficulties and divisions that took 
place among our societies in the south. 

I have already observed, that at the general 
conference held in the latter part of the year 
1792, Mr. O'Kelly, and several other preachers 
with him, left the conference and returned to 
Virginia, One of them, however, came to the 
Manchester conference, and agreed to take his 
circuit as usual. Another shortly after met the 
bishop, and agreed to take his circuit also. We 
soon found that there would be but a few of^he 



1793] OF THE METHODISTS. 203 

tra veiling preachers that would leave us to fol- 
low the disaffected pai'ty. Rice Haggard was 
the only travelling preacher that went off with 
O'Kelly, and continued to travel. Some of the 
ipcal preachers became warmly attached to the 
»ld man, and fell in with him, and with his ' 
plan. They then held conference after confe- 
rence, and other meetings, in order to make ar- 
rangements and consult measures for establish- 
Log some plan that might insure them success in 
their undertakings ; and to establish themselves 
on a better plan, (as they expressed it) than that 
adopteei by the Methodists. They formed many 
rules for goveming the church; but when they 
^ere compared with our regulations, they were 
fomd to DC defective. At last they renounced 
a& rules of church government, and took, (as 
ihflfjir said) the New Testament for their rule and 
IfDvemment. They then agreed that all the rules 
ftnd plans which they had formed at their confe- 
rence, should not be binding, but merely advi- 
sary. 

At that time there were great struggles and 
contentidns about politics. In Virginia repuhii- 
can principles prevailed, and it was considered 
advantageous to a man to be a republican. The 
divisive party, with O'Kelly at the head, there- 
fore' called themselves Republican Methodists. 

In the latter part of this year (1793) they be- 
gan to form some societies, and to establish them 
on a kind of a leveling plan. All were to be on 
an equal footing. One preacher was not. to be^ 
above another ; nor higher in office or in power/ 
than the other preacher. No superiority, or sub- 
ordination, was to be known among them. They 
promised to the lay members of the church, 
greater liberties than they had formerly en]oyecl 
umoDg us. And prevailed wUVv ^ good^ \soi^^ v:R. 
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our people to leave us i^nd join with them. Iq 
some places the^ took off from us whole societiei 
together, and in maay places they drew off a 
part. Others they threw into confusioo ; and ' 
some places they scattered the flock and sepai 
ed the people one from the other, without sei 
ing them to their own party. They took a £ 
meeting-hoases from us, and' preached in the 
themselves. And some houses we left and wool 
not preach in them, in order to avoid conten- 
tions. 

The disaffected party then began to pour oat i^j 
flood of abuse agaifist us, to ridicule U9y wndim 
say all manner ot evil against us ; and with aD| 
they took unjustifiable steps in order to set OVT 
members against the preachers. The bishof 
was more despised bv them, than any ^^ 
man. The name of bishop they abhorred, 
acknowledged that the word Bishop, and 
Word Elder in the scriptures meant the stfN 
thing; yet they shewed great indignation againA 
the word bishop, and were well pleased wift 
ttie word elder. In this case thev shewed their 
weakness, or their wickedness, m condemning 
a word, which in substance they approved of. 

The divisive spirit prevailed more in the sooth 
parts of Virginia, than in any other place. M 
that time OTCelly lived in the south edge of the 
state, near to the countiy line dividing oetwccn 
that state and North- Cai*olina. There were 
Fome of our societies in the north-east part of 
North- Carolina, who felt the painful effects of 
that division, and were considerably scattered, 
and greatly injured. Several of our local preach- 
ers, and many of our private members were drawn 
off from us, and turned against us. The socie- 
ties were brought into such troubles and diffi* 
ouHies th^t they knew not \N\x?k^ \^ <JA^ Maoy 
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Hrawn oft" from us, would not join with 
jjarty. Brother was turned against 
&d one christian friend against an- 
t main contention was about the go- 
lf the charch ; who should govern it, 
mianncr it ought to be governed. 
1st of darkness and contusion, many 
Jple, wlio had been warm advocates 
Knd power of religion, began to con- 
fchurch eovernment, and neglect the 
Higion, till they were turned back to 
ud gave up religion altogether. It 
make the Saints of God weep 
i porch and the altar, and that both 
Jht, to see how " The Lord's flock 
Baway captive," by that division. 
Bachcrs who fumed aside from the 
■undanceof mischief among the peo- 
fE not religious : many of whom be- 
Bly prejadiced against religion and re- 
Essors, that they would hardly attend 
t at all. It might well be said, " With- 
litiiigs, and within were fears." 
EO'Kelly began to ordain such preach- 
1 consent to De ordained by hira. He 
It the Meshodist ordination, and called 
mis lipiscopacy ;" Yet he received 
(Dn from the Methodists, and proceed- 
l ordination, to ordain other ministers, 
e party appeared to prosper in making 
r two or three years ; and then they 
tline, and to divide from each other, 
i relif^on declined where they in- 
a some places it was supposed that they 
iood. 

Se year 1801, 0'Kelly published a pam- 
bhich he stiled himself and his ^arty., 
f-isiian Church." From VXj'a-'i. SlvKift^Iwi^ 
s3 
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began to disown their former name^ and refused 
to call themselves" Republican Methodists," any 
longer. Most of the societies belonging to that 
party, soon after the publication of that pamphlet, 
began to call themselves "The Christian church.'' 
A difficulty was then raised among themselvei 
respecting the name of their party. They reason- 
ed thus : " If we are the Christian churchy it will 
imply there are no Christians but our party.'' 
Some of their parly protested against the nameoi 
the denomination; and four of their preachers 
broke off from the new plan, and united togetbei 
on a plan of their a>vn in Charlotte county in Vir 
ginia. 

They have been divided and subdivided, till it 
present it is hard to find two of them that are ol 
one opinion. There are now but few of them ip 
that part of Virginia where they were formo^ 
the most numerous ; and in most places they liii 
declining. 

It will be properto mention here another divisiol 
of less magnitude whieh took place in Charleston, 
South- Carolina, which was brought about by Mr. 
William Hammit, who was an Irishman bj 
birth. Mr. Hammit had been a Methodist preach^ 
erin the West-Indies, previous to his coming to 
the United States. When he left his station in 
the W^est-Indies, he came to Charleston, and 
shewed some inclination to tarry among us. The 
bishop consented to his staying in Charleston; 
b^t at the same time fixed another preacher in the 
city. This was in the beginning of the year 1791. 
In the month of May following, Mr. Hammit tra 
veiled to the North as fur as the city of New York 
and preached there a few times. He then returnw 
as far as Baltimore, and there preached a condde 
rable length of time. While he was there, it wai 
discovered that he had a Yf\sVi\.o ^^\.\.\«. Vvvmself,i 
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be could do it to advantage. Some uneasiness 
tookpiace in the society on his account, and leav- 
ing Bitltimore, he returneil to Charleston in South 
Carolina. , 

Mr. Hammit had not been long in Charleston, 
before he began to lay his plan tor a separation, 
mad to use his influence to divide the Methodist 
Bpciety» 

In the close of the year 1791, Mr. Hammit left 
♦he Methodists, and on Christmas day he preach- 
ed in the market house in that city, for the first 
time after leaving us. From that time he conti- 
naed to preach in the market house or in other 
"(laces, where it was convenient, but never after 

preached among us as a Methodist preacher. 
In the course of the next year, 1792, Ae drew 

n<[ a great part of our society in that city. He 

Eiceeded as he had formerly done, to preach, 
. et the classes, and the like ; but made some 
alterations in the government of the churcJi, and 
pretended to be on a better plan than the Metho- 
' dista had established. He got Mr. P. Matthews, 
a Methodist preacher to unite with him. Some 
time after that a few more preachers joined him. 
But none of our travelling preachers joined him. 
Mr. Hammit called his party the " Primitive 
Methodists.^^ He tried to make the people believe 
that he was on the plan that the Methodists set 
oat on at the beginning. He procured some lots 
of ground in the city, and built a large church, 
and a dwelling house for the preacher to five in. 
After that tjhey built a small meeting* house in 
the sffburbsofthe city. They built another meet- 
ing-house in George To\vn ; and one of their 
pr<»achers built a small meeting-house in Savan- 
nah in Georgia ; another of their preachers went to 
Wilmington in North Carolina, and collected to 
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gcther a large number of black people^ and bui 
a meeting-house there. 

Mr. Hammit wrote against the Methodists,ao 
Mr. Thomas Morrill and Dr. Coke in reply. S 
veral pamphlets were published on each slde.- 
After some years Mr. Ilammit differed with tl 
preachers in connection with him^ and the dis 

greement was so great that he disowned some* 
icm, and others of them could not fellowsh 
him; and so they divided and came almost to d 
thing. 

Mr. Hammit died on the 14th day of May 180 
after a very short illness; which was a little ma 
than eleven years after he left the Methodist 
Plis name was never entered on our annpal n 
nutes in the United States ; but he had been 
the travelling connection with the British confie 
ence for several years. 

After the death of Mr. Hammit, his society 
Charleston was greatly scattered. The mectilj 
house which he had built in George Town w 
given up to the Methodists ; and the meetiii 
liouse in Savannah was seldom' used for pub 
worship. 

Mr. vVilliam Meredith, who had been in c( 
nection with Mr. Hammitt, went to Wilmir 
ton in North Carolina, and built a meeting-hou 
and collected a large society of black people, a 
brought them into good order ; and many of thi 
appeared to be deeply pious. Some difficult 
arose between him and Mr. Hammit, and t\ 
parted some years before either of them died. 

Some time in 1798, Mr. Meredith's meet! 
hou«e in Wilmington was burnt down, togetl 
with the dwelling house adjoining to it, in wh 
he lived. Not long afterwards Tic built anotl 
meeting house, which was much larger th 
the first. He then wUhed-to be united with 
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and requested of us in case he should die, that we 
would take charge of his society. In the latter 
part of the year 1799, Mr. Meredith died in 
peace, and left his meeting house, dwelling house 
fSkd his society to us. Since then we have kept a 
■tationed preacher in that to\vn. 
^' This may be considered as the beginning and 
^d of the division which was made by Mr. W il- 

iamHammit, 
The first cl^ss ofwhite people that was formed 
In Wilmington in North (Jarolina, was joined to- 
Ifether on the 24th of December 1797. There 
"were at that time, a few pious persons among the 
^frfaite people in that town, and ope man that 
^ined with us was a young preacher. But the 
Wuks were much more atten^ve to religiop th^u 

the whites, 



- • 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

From the beginning of the year 1794^ to thtt\ 

of 1795. 

In 1794 we had fourteen Conferences ; tl 
of which were held in the latter part of the pi 
ceding year. 

The 105ih Conference was held in Baltimi 
on the 20th of October, 1793. 

The 106th in Petersburg, on the 15th of Nov< 
ber, 1793. 

The 107th in North- Carolina, on the 9th of! 
cember, 1793. 

The 108th in South- Carolina, on the first of Jft*] 
nuary, 1794. 

The 109th in the New Territory, on the 2di 
April. 

The 110th in Kentucky, on the 14th of April 

The 111th at Mitchill's, in Bottetourt, on Aft 
26th of May.' 

The 112th in Rockingham, on the 3d of June. , 

The 113th at Union-Town, on the twelfth of; 
June. 

The 114th in Albany, on the tenth of July. 

The 115th in Lynn, on the 25th of July. 

The 116th in Connecticut, on the 4th of Sep-i 
tcmber. 

The 117th in New-York, on the 22d of Sep- 
tember. 

The 118th in Philadelphia, on the 5th of Octo- ] 
ber. ' 

These Conferences, from the beginning to the 
close of them, included upwards of eleven months 
and a half ; in which time we took in several 
new circuits, which were as follows : — Fed&i^df 
in Maryland ; Carlisle, ixvP^ivw^^^Vn^t^^-^ Ltt$' 
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' and Pendleton, in Virginia ; Black Swamp ^ 
ath-Carolina ; Ncw-Harhpshirc, in the state 
ew-Hampshire ; Marblehead, Orangey and 
hburgy in Massachusetts ; and Vermont, in 
tate of Vermont. The circuit in Upper Ca- 

was divided— one part w^s called Upper 
ait, and the other Lower Circuit, 
'e admitted on trial forty young preachers. 
we lost in the number of our members 2135, 

was the first time that our number had de- 
Jed for fourteen years, 
e lost nearly as many preachers out of the 
illing connection this year as were admitted 
it. According to the Minutes of the Confe- 
3, we had 29 located ; two left the Metho- 
, Jeremiah Cosden and Jethro Johpson ; four 
dismissed for improper conduct, Simon Car- 
David Richardson, James Johnson, and Da- 
t^allcau ; and four died, Philip Cox, Henry 
liett, James Wilson, and John Wynn. 
lilip Cox was a native of Britain. He had 
a travelling preacher about fourte6n years, 
lich time he had travelled through several of 
Jnited States. He was a very small man.— 
said, at one time he felt so poorly, that he 
»ht he must quit travelling ; Tbut when he 
Wmself weighed, he found that he weighed 
idred pounds. He then said, " It shall ne- 
be said that I have quit travelling while I 
;h an hundred weight.'^ He was a man of 
: spirit, quick apprehension, sound judgment, 
a lover of union. He often prayed and 
ched to the admiration of many, and with 
iderable success. He married when he was 
ards of fifty years old ; but continued to tra- 
mtil he died. In the time of his sickness, he 
rved on Sunday tlie first of September 1793, 
it was such a day of peace aud cowAot\.^^\iv% 
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soul, as he liad seldom felt. The next Sdtid; 
departed in peace. 

Henry Birchett was from. Brunswick co 
in Virginia ; he had been travelling betweei 
and six years, and was a gracious, ^^PPy^ ^ 
man. He freely offered himself for four 3 
on the dangerous stations of Kentucky and < 
berland. At the conference in 1793, he 1 
pain in his breast, and a discharge of blood 
th^ lungs ; yet, after asking the consent ( 
bishop and conference, he ventured tO tak 
station, where he was expo9ed to danger fro 
Indians, and the small pox, which was prev: 
at that time; It was said that he denartec 
life in much peace at Cumberland, on tne we 
waters;. in February 1794. 

He was one among the worthies who frecl 
safety, ease and prosperity, to seek after and 
for souls. His meeKness, love, labours^ pra 
tears, sermons and exhortations will not so< 
forgotten. 

,«iames Wilson, was a native of the Ea 
Shore of Maryland. He had been a profesi 
religion about titteen years^ and had beena ti 
ling preacher near six years. His piety, pra 
and exhortations were very great. He tol 
veralof his friends a little before his death 
he found great consolation in his own soul, 
departed this life at Church Hill, on the Ea 
Shore of Maryland j in October 1793. We 
reason to hope he died in peace. 

John Wynn, was a native of Sussex co 
Virginia ; he had travelled near four years, 
was a man of address and natural elocution 
was a son of affliction ; but was upright ii 
and willing to labour to the last. When h< 
imable to travel at large, he had a station in '' 
cheater^ and was weU Teee\\eA, ;5k.wd mud 
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roved of by the people, .\fter about seven days 
laessy he slept in peace on Ute 27th of April, 1794. 
At, the close of the Annual Minutes, there was 
ftblishcd, a recommendation for a Fast-day, to 
t held on the last Friday in February, 1795, by 
Hour onited societies. 

It was also recommended, that a day of Thanks- 
iving should be held On the last Tiiursday in Oc- 
iber, 1795. It was requested, that a!l worldly 
paccrns should be laid aside on those days, that 
hey might be kept with ail the solemnity of a Sab- 

tth. 

. This was a year of ^reat trouble and distress 

riong the Methodists in the southern states, part' 
owing to the divisions that had taken place, as 
•entionedin the foregoing chapter, and partly to 
laqneasy and restless spirit that prevailed in ma- 
Ij places, both among our local preachers and 
iffrite members. Some of them contended that 
le local preachers ought to have a seat and a vote 
a all our conferences ; and others said, there 
Riffbt to be a delegation of lay members. 
'. We supposed, that where there was a taxation , 
bere ought to be a representation ; but we did 
nt tax any one. We only regulated our own 
Nuiness, and fixed on certain plans for governing 
ke chiirch, and for taking care of those persons 
irho had put themselves under our care, and were 
i|il willing to be governed by us. 
fNotwithstanding the difficulties and troubles 
■It our society met with in many of the old cir- 
oits, where there was a. declension among them,, 
re were greatly favoured of the Lord in dilierent 
arts of the New-England states ; and many souls 
rere awakened and brought to God by our minis- 
y. The way was also opened for us to preach 
I many places where i^e had not been betora. 

T 
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. The two new circuits which wc took in a 
Boston this year, called Orange and Fitchi 
were places where there was very little stir < 
ligion among any denomination. The p 
Were willing to hear us, and in general wc 
large congregations. After we had been pr 
ing among them a few months, we began \ 
some fiuit of our labours, and souls were hz 
converted to God. 

It will be necessary here to take notice < 
introduction of JVlethodism into the Provin 
Maine, and of our success in that unimprovec 
of the country : for our greatest success at 
was in places where the people were bat t 
settled, and could but seldom bear a serm 
any kind. Where there were ministers regi 
settled, the people were not so fond of hearii 
as they were in other places ; but at that 
there were vei*y few settled ministers in the 
vincc of Maine, except in the old settled pa 
the country near the sea-shore. 

At the conference in Lynn, which was he 
the first of August, .1793, I was myself appc 
to the Province of Maine* to travel throuffi 
country, or form a circuit where I thought b< 
As there had never been any Methodist pr 
ing there, we had no one to give us a parti 
account of the place or people ; but it was 
monly understood that they were in wa 
})reaching, and that our manner of tFavellinj 
preaching would be very suitable for that p 
the country. 

I set out from T^ynn in September 1793, 
strange part of the world, and was the first 
thodist preacher that ever went to that provii 
preach. The first Methodist sermon that 
preached in the Province pf Maine, was oi 
10th of September, at a little village called * 
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"hat placei hat never been very famous for rcli- 
on, either before or since that time. 
I travelled thrqagh the greater part of that coun- 
jr, from September to the end of the year. 1 
cnt ais far as Castine, at the mouth of Penobscot 
rer, then up the river to the upper settlements, 
hich then was just below the Indian settlements 
Jled Old-Town ; from thence returned by the 
ay of the twenty-five mile pond, to Kennebec 
iFcr, thence up to Sandy river, and back to Hal- 
Well, and thence through to Portland. 
Although 1 was a perlect stranger to the peo* 
e^ and had to make my own appointments, I 
reached almost every day, and had crowded as- 
imblies to hear. After viewjng the country, I 
jODght the most proper place to form a circuit 
Wd be on the west side of Kennebec river. — 
lie circuit was accordingly formed, and called 
kadjield. This was the name of the first cir- 
tit that was formed by the Methodists in that 
»rt of the country, which was about 200 miles 
syond any other circuit that we had in New- 
■gland. It eidtended from Hallo well to Sandy 
ivcr. 

It will, no doubt, afford some satisfaction to the 
»ple to know the exact time when the Metho- 
its first preached amongthemin that circuit, and 
the neighbouring towns ; I will therefore state 
e time when we first began to preach in each 
ivn. On the 13th day of October, 1793, the first 
ethodist sermon was preached in Hal lo well ; on 
B 15th, in Farmington, on Sandy River ; on the 
th, in New Sharon ; on the 18th, in Mount Ver- 
n ; on the 19th, in Readfield ; on the 21st, in 
inthrop ; and on the 22d, in Monmouth. These 
Te all the towns in that circuit that we preach- 
in, till the beginning of the ensuing year. 
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On the 29th of Januar}', 1794, wc ft reached fot 
^hc first time in Sydney ; on the lltli day'of Fe^ 
bruary in Fayette ; on the 12th in Livermore; oi 
the 14th in Wayne ; on the 21st in Chestervilk 
on the 26th in Jav ; oh the 5tb of March in Vi 
KalborougK; on the 7th in liarlem ; on the 9th 
Winslow : on the 11th in Norrid^wock ; on 
12th in Canaan, and on the ISKh m Clinton; 
the 13th in Fairfield ; on the 6th day of April i 
Green ; on the 2d day of June, in the New vi 
yard ; on the 16th in Stn^ng, and on the 17th 
Avon ; on the 3d of July in I^eeds ; on the 14(! 
-in Lewis-Town. On the third day of Decemf 
we first preached in Starks, and on the 4th 
Anson. 

We had not preached long in this circait 
religion revived, and the people began toi: 
what they should do to be saved. After § 
persons had been converted by the instrum 
fy of the Methodists, and many of the old proii 
sors had been greatly stirred up in thehr niindS|iA 
thought it necessary to form some societies anMii| 
them. The first class that we joined togethfi 
(and it- was the first that ever was formed inth 
Province of Maine), was in Monmouth^ aiboat tW 
first of Novcinber, 1794. The second class thi| 
was joined together, was in Readfield, a shi^ 
time after that in Monmouth. After that, the* 
were several societies formed in dificrent parts of 
the circuit. 

The first meeting-house which was built in thi 
Province of Maine for the Methodists, was thil 
in Readfield, which was begun in the fall of thfl 
year 1794, and was nearly covered in by the first 
of December. The second was that in Moi>' 
mouth, which >vas begun in 1795. 

The first time that we .ever administered ths 
hordes Supper in t\\^t ip^iTl oU\\t f;<;>\\\ylrY>\vfiS ip 
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^adficld^ on the 14th day of Dccemler. 1794. 
The second time ^vas in Monmouth, on the 25th 
lay of the same month, which was on Christmas- 
lay. 

The meetinghouse in Readiield was dedicated 
n the 2ist day of June, 1795. But the meetlng- 
louse in Monmouth was not. dedicated until the 
list day of May, 1796. 

The first (quarterly meeting that was ever held 
ft the Province of Maine, was in Monmouth, 
irhieh began on the 2dd day of June, 1795. 

The first conference that wus ever held in the 
^rovince of Maine, was in Readfield, which began 
n the 29th day of August, 1798. We had ten 
rayelling preachers at it, and about 200 commu- 
icants. It was not five years from the time the 
ijttple there, first heard a Methodist ; yet after 
hey began to unite with us, they flourished and 
Qcreased so fast, that now we could collect at one 
Acetinr about 200 members of our society. When 
ire made a return of the number in society in 1795^ 
rhich was about eight months from the time we 
>ined the first members together, we hact268 in 
ociety. , 

The second circuit in the Province of Maine, 
ras called Portland ; we had preached in it occa- 
ionally for some time, and had the circuit regu- 
Etrly formed in the beginning of 1795 ; but it was 
lot taken on the annual minutes until the confe- 
ence which was held in July. The Methodists 
le^an to preach in some of the towns in that cir- 
uit for the first time as follows : 

The first time we preached in Portland was on 
he 12th day of September, 1793, and on the ia;h 
Freeport. On the 9th day of Januair, 1794, in 
toxton ; on the lOth in Gorham ; on the 7th day 
if April, in Pcrjepscot, and on the 7th alBo m 
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New Gloucester; on the 2d of July, in Turner; 
on the l6th, in Gray ; on the 27th of L)ecember ii 
Falmouth ; and on the 11th of December, 1795 
in Scarborough. 

The first class was formed in the town of Port 
land about tlie tirst of October 1795. The fin 
quarterly meeting fof that circuit was held in Pp 
land, on the 4th flay of December 1795. Wi 
here administered the Lord's Supper, for the firs 
time in that circuit. 

The first meeting-house that was built for tin 
JNIcthodists in that circuit, was that in Falmouth 
which was dedicated on the 19th day of June 1791 

The third circuit formed in the Province c 
!Maine, was called Penobscot, which took in botl 
sides of the Penobscot river. Mr. Joshua Hd 
was the first preacher that went to that circuit,sid 
ter it was formed, lie waaisent there from ib 
New-London conference in 1795. t 

The first time that the^ Methodists preached:! 
the towns belonging to that circuit were as tt 
lows : on the 29th of September, 1793, in Peaol 
scot ; on the 1st of October, in Buckstown ; on tb 
5th in Orrington ; on the 6th in Hampden ; ^nda 
the 7th in Ffankfort ; on the 9th at the twent] 
five mile pond, and on the l8th of April 179S, i 
Bangor ; on the 4th of June, at Union River ; oi 
the 5th in Blue hill ; on the 8th in Prospect ; oi 
the 9th in Belfast ; on the 11th of July, 1797, ii 
Castine ; on the 11th in Vinalhaven. The fin 
class formed in Vinalhaven, on Fox-Island, wa 
on the 14th of July 1797. 

There was a great revival of religion in the P« 
nobscot circuit in the course of the last mentione 
year; it began about the first of the summer, ftV 
it spread through several towns : many profefie 
to be awakened and converted, and some of tb 
Christians professed to be sanctified. I suppos 
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there never was such a gracious out -pouring of the 
Spirit on saints and sinners in thut place before, 
since the first settlements were made in those 
parts. Many stout-hearted sinners were con- 
quered, and brought into the liberty of God's chil- 
dren. One thing in this revival was new and 
strange to most of the people in that part of the 
country. Some of the people when struck under 
conviction, would fall helpless on the floor ; and 
some Christians, when very happy, would lose the 
use of their limbs, and lie helpless for some time. 
Bat the work was generally acknowledged to be 
of God. 

In 1796, we took in another new circuit called 
Baih^ near the moi 1 1 of Kennebec river. The 
preacher was to spend most of his time in the town 
oCBath ; but was to travel as far as the town of 
Vnion. The first time that the Methodists preach^ 
ed in Bath, was on the 15th day of September 
17B3. And the first time in the town of Union, 
was on the 22d of September 1793. We were not 
as successful in our labours in Bath, as we were 
in many other places : the disputes about the set^ 
tied minister ran high ; and the contention was 
too severe on both sides. In Union there was a 
ffood work began, and souls were awakened and 
brought to God : and religion has been prospering 
more or less in that place ever since. 

The first time the Methodists preached in Tho- 
mas-town was on the 11th day of June 1795. Since 
that time we have raised a society there, and 
some souls have been broujjht to the knowledge of 
Gk)d. The prospect of religion in that part of the 
Country was very small when we first went a- 
i3aongthem ; and the people who enjoyed religion 
Were pretty generally opposed to us, and were 
afraid that our plan would hurt the cause of reli. 
gion ; yet we had not laboured among them lou^^ 
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before the Lord gave us seals to Our ministr 
worked by us, ih the conversion of many so 

This same year, 1796, we formed a circuit 
upper towns on Kennebec river, and called tl 
cult Kennebec ; but it is now called Norridg 
We had some good times in that part of the 
try ; and many souls to this day have cai 
bless God that ever we preached the gos 
mong them ; and that ever they cas.t in the 
among us. 

In 1797, we took in a new circuit low 
in the Province ©f Maine, and called it Pi( 
River, after the name of the river where til 
tre of the circuit was to be. The first Met 
preaching in that country was on the i 
April 1795, at Pleasant river ; on the S 
April at Mechias. On the first day of M 
Methodists preached on Mobse-Island. C 
28th at Chandler^s river i and on the t 
Steuben. On the first xlay of June, at E 
Bay and on the second day of June in i 
borough. And in 1796, we preached for th 
time in Sullivan, on Frenchman's Ba^, on t 
day of May ; on the 7th day of May m Tre 
and on the lOth in Eden, on Mount D 
and on the 13th in Sedgewick. Thii 
the beginning of Methodism in that part 
world. However, the circuit was after s 
time withdrawn from Pleasant river, and fi 
Union river, and for many years past our p 
«rs have not gone as far down the coan 
Pleasant river, but have contitiued the lowc 
cuit at Union river. 

In 1800, we. took in another circuit intb 

vince of Miine, called Bethel, which lay 

high up the Androscoggin river ; and took ii 

of the new settled towns, and settlements i 

part of the country. 'W\:kC!\ ^^^x%Vwei 
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that unimproved part of the country, wc found but 
few persons who had a clear sense of the favour 
r>f God. We laboured und^r many hardships and 
difficulties ; and bad many things to discourage 
us. But the Lord stood by us, and cleared the 
way before us, and giave us favour in the eyes of 
ihe people. And it was not long before we saw 
some fruit of our labours in that place also. 

I have taken a particular view of the beginning 
)f Methodism in the Province of Maine, and have 
)ecn particular in giving an account of it's spread - 
ng ttirough various parts thereof for. a few 
i'ears after we first negan to preach in that 
>art of the country. And we must acknowledge 
he work is the Lord's. 

In 1809, we had eighteen circuits in tlic Pro- 
rincc of Maine, and 2848 members in society.— 
^d (he prospect was pleasing. A considerable 
lumber or preachers have been raised up in those 
imrts, and others are coming up to the help of the 
.iOrd against the mighty. 
We will now take a view of Methodism in New- 
iampshire state ; which was the last state in the 
inion, where we formed societies. The first cir- 
cuit was called Chesterfield, which lay in the 
oath west comer of the state, near to Connecti- 
mt river, which divides New-Hampshire from 
/Vermont. The first society formed in the state 
vas in Chesterfield, sometime in the latter part 
f the year 1795. At which time, there were 
^Qt a few that felt freedom to unite with us ; yet 
fter some time a few more cast in their lots ; 
nd other societies were soon formed in other ^ 
•laces. The circuit was not entered on the an- 
lual minutes until the year 1796. 

Some time afierthis there was «^ circuit formed 
igher up the state called LandaflF ; and in that 
lace religion prospered very mucVx, ^^^ \sNa.xc^ 
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souls were soon brought into the liberty of God's 
children ; and the work of the Lord spread great- 
ly among the people. 

The first sermon that the Methodists preached ] 
in the state, was in Portsmouth, on the 15th of Jo- I 
ly , 1790. We used to preach occasionally in thiA I 
town from that time ; but we never made any par- 1 
cular stand till last year, 1808y whit5li was ci^* 
teen years from the time of our first beginning | 
there. In the course of the last year, one of oat • 
preachers took his station in the town, and por- J 
chased an old meeting-house that was fornierlj 
occupied by another denomination ; and he had a 
good congregation to hear him. We may consider 
the year 1808, as the beginning of Metnodism in 
the town of Portsmouth. 

For some years past, we have had a societj 
in Poplin. The first time that the Methodisti 
preached in that town was on the 17th of October, 
1795, and on the next day they first preached ia 
Brintwood. We continued to preach in Poplia 
occasionally, till at last the people united and 
built a meeting-house for the use of the Metbo< 
dists : before that time they had no house for pub- 
lic worship. 

We have prospered considerably in that state 
within a few years past, and have now (1809) ai 
many as nine or ten circuits there, and between 
one and two thousand members in society.-; 
'Vhe way appears to be open at present for ni 
to do more good in that state than we haye cyer 
done before. One advantage in our favour is the 
change that has taken place in the laws of the 
state, which compelled the people to pay, or sap- 
port the settled minister of the town or parish.— 
But the people are now at liberty to pay or not 
to pay, a4id we have found many more places opin 
for 115 to preachy than thcr^i w^ire fetwierly. 
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The first circuit that we formed in the state of 
'^ermont, was called Virshirc. This circuit was 
iken on the minutes in 17i'6. We had been 
reaching in that town, and in many of the 
eighbouring towns some time before that, but 
ad no societies formed. We had some societies 
1 the state which belonged to circuits in other 
fcates. Bu^ Virshirc was the first circuit that 
ras formdAr within the -state ; and it reached 
rom the towns near Connecticut river to Mount- 
lelicr, to the north of Onion river, which runs 
nto Lake Champlaln. Many of the places 
Hrhere we preached in- that circuit, were quite 
lew settlements: the houses were very small, 
ind but scattering through the country. The 
preachers had to encounter many dititiculties, 
and to endure many hardships. But one thing 
^hich made up for all the diiliculties was this, the 
people were fond of attending meeting by day or 
Bight, and were very kind to the preachers. And 
Kebest of all was, sinners we: e soon awakened,and 
Q a little ^time some of them became the happy sub> 
sets of the favour of God, and were zealously en- 
aged in trying to help forward the work of the 
«ord as far as they could. Since then we have 
rospered considerably in this new part of the 
ouutry. 

I have given a brief account in the preced- 
ig pages of this chapter, of the beginning and 

fread of Methodism in the Province of Maine, 
ew-IIampshirc, and Vermont states ; but it is 
qIv a sketch. To give a full account of all the 
svivals of religion,- of all the societies that were 
'omed,of all the young preachers that were rO'is- 
d up, and of all the oppositions and persecutions 
^e met with, would fill a volume. This being 
itcnded for a short history, 1 have given the rea- 
cr an account of the most material tlvliv^s t\\^.<. 
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took place ill the beginning. But no one can form 
a proper idea of what the Lord has wrought in i 
those partS;^ except they have been eye and ear 
witnesses of it. One thing is evident, and cannot 
be denied, that hundreds of people who were for- 
merly notoriously wicked, arc now civil, sobefj 
and religious: I have thought proper, for the 
tisfactiuii ef the people who live in that country ft>| 
mention the time when we first preached in par< 
ticuUr towns, and when we first formed societies^. 

I shall now pursue the history of the whole bo- 
dy of Methodists according to my general plan. 

In 1795, we had only seven conferences ; twdi 
of which were hold in the latter part of the prece- 
ding year. 

Tlu; il9th conference was held in Baltimore, oo 
the 20th of October 1794. 

The 120th in Petersburg,on the 25th of Noyeo- 
ber 1794. 

Tae 121st in Charleston, on the 1st of Janoi^ 
1795. 

The 122d in Kentucky, on the 1st of IVIay. 

The 123d in New-London, Connecticut, on tbe 
15th of July. 

The 124th in New.York,onthe22d of Septem- 
ber. 

The 125th in Philadelphia, on the 5th of Odo- . 
1)er. 

From the beginning of these conferences to the 
end was twelve months within a few days.— 
This year we took in the following circoitif 
which had not been entered on pur annual mi' 
iiutes before. Two in the Province of Maine, 
Penobscot and Portland, In Massachusetti, 
Provinct'Town. In Connecticut, Pomfrtt h 
New- York Otsego: and one in Canada, calleii 
Niagara. 
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ircuits were not numbered in th^ minutes 
', which was contrary to our custom for 
ye^irs past. 

ook in 45 young preachers upon trial, 
^as vf?ry encouraging to us ; but onthe 
nd, we lost out ot the travelling connec- 
y preachers and some of them had tra- 
ahy^ears. Considering the standing of 
: lo^y'we were not as strong a body this 
/e were the last ; notwithstanding we had 
;achers to travel and labour, 32 preachers 
three left us, and five died. Those who 
e Hardy Herbert, John Ahair, Thomas 
iiory Prior, and Simon Miller. Part of 
iracters were as follows : 
Hardv Herbert, was a native of North- 
, but was brought up in South-Carolina, 

banks of Broad river. He professed 
Christ when he was 16 years old. He 
travel when he was young, and labour- 
work of God about six years ; in which 
travelled in several circuits in South- 
and Georgia, and in the north parts of 
. He was a youth of genius, arid was a 
speaker. He was an elder in the church 
Finding his constitution weak, he wish- 
jline travelling at large ; and wiit to 
where he married. Soon after that he 
n sick, and after a short illness he died ; 
,^as generally believed, in the fear and 
God, on the 20th of November 1794, and 
:h year of his age. 

Tohn Ahair, was a native of North* 
; he was of a meek spirit, and was a 
fian. He was weak in -body, but was 
faith and in love. He travelled about 
rs, and then departed this life In Novem- 

Ile was about 26 years of age, 
u 
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3d. '^ Thomas Boyd was a deacon in the church. 
He was born in Europe, and died in Bedford 
county in Pennsylvania, in September 1794, and 
in the fourth year of his public labours. He wv 
a man of a tender spirit, and was much afflidet, 
before his death. After giving strong proof of 
picty^ by an innocent lite and converss^tion, 
went to his long home in peace. 

4th. *^ Emory Prior, was an elder in the churAK 
He was a native of the Eastern Shore of Rfarj-l; 
land, and died May 1795, having been traTellingfi 
about six years. He was a man of a very slender 
constitution, and was much afflicted for four 
years last past. He was a man of an excellent spi- 
rit, and ot a sound judgment. Being worn oi^ 
with affliction, he closed his feeble life on earth, 
with a death answerable to his life, in sweet peace 
and consolation. He was about forty-five years 
old. 

5th. " Simon Miller, was a native of Pennsyhi' 
tiia, born in Lancaster county, a German bydt- 
scent. He laboured faithfully for four years, 
through Pennsylvimia, Maryland, and Delaware 
states. He was a man of deep experience and 
useful gifts. He could speak both in German and 
English. He departed this life atMilford, inthc 
state of Delaware, in September 1796, and was 
much lamented." 

We found our number of members was less this 

year by 6217, than it was last year. Such aloss 
of members we had never known since we were 
a people. There was a restless spirit in most parts 
of our connection and many were scattered by the 
division in the south of Virginia. 

This year we had an alteration in the form of 
our minutes. The numbers in society were put 
down before the stations of the preachers. Which 
method has been geueraWy ^jutsweA ^vev since. 
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e close of the minutes there was direction 
3r a public fast, to be held by all our socie- 
'oughout the United States, on the last 
in March.1796— And for a day of thanks- 
to be held on the last Thursday in Octobei; 
ng. ' 

latter part of this year 1796, we formed the 
)ieij In New-Hampshire state, and then for 
t time, although we had laboured about 26 
-we could say that we had societies in all 
lited States. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

From the hcf^innhif; of the ytar 1796, including i 
the second General Conference^ to the end of 
1799. 

In 1796, we had eight conferences ; seven anno 
al conferences, and a general conference. Two of 
these conferences were held in the close of the pre- 
ceding year. 

The 126th conference v:'as held in Baltimore, 
on the 2ath of October 17^5. 

The 127th at Salem Chapel in Mecklenburg, 
Virginia, on the 24th of November. 

The 128th in Charleston, on the 1st of Jannan 
1796. 

The 129th in the New Territory on the 20th rf 
April. 

The l30fch in Thompson, in Connecticut, m 
the 20th of September. 

The 131st in New- York on the 30th of Sep* 
tember. 

The l^d in Philadelphia on the lOth of Oc- 
tober. 

The l33d, being a general conference, wtt 
Jield in Baltimore, on the 20th of October. 

We took in several new circuits this year: io 
the bounds of the Western conference, Shelbu 
and Logan ; and in the Province of Maine, Bai^ 
and Kennebec ; and in New Jersey, Cape May^ 
The circuit in New- Hampshire we called Chts- 
tcrjicld, and that in Vermont, Vcrshire. 

This year we admitted on trial upwards of thir- 
ty young preachers ; and lost out of the travelling 
connection forly -, twenty-eight of them located ; 
nine died ; two withdrew, and one was expelled. 
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se who died w€re Jacob Brush, Stephen Da- 
Williaim Jessop, Reuben Ellis, Richard lyey, 
icis Acuff, John Jarrell, Zadock Ppiest, 
Benjamin Abb6tt. We never before lost so 
y old preachers by death in one year. 
t. Jacob Brush, was a native of Long-Island, 
lad been a travelling preacher about ten years, 
was. an active zealous man of God, and a 
t friend to order and union. He exerted him- 
much in preaching and in praying. But be- 
br a long lime subject to an inflammatory sore 
it, he could hot labour as constantly as he 
Id otherwise have done. He was greatly be*- 
i and esteemed by the brethren wherever he 
»lled. He died in New-York of the Epi- 
ical fever, in the month of September , 1795, 
5 about thirtythree years of age* Those 
knew him have no doubt but he died in the 
I, and now rests from his labours. 
.. Stephen Davis was a native of Gloucester 
ty in Virginia. He died in Norfolk of the 
w fever, in August 1795. He was about 30 
s of age. He had been a travelling preacher 
t seven years. He was a pious man, and 
3ssed a very strong memory. He was per- 
ed to take part with those who made a division 
ig us in the south of Virginia, but he was soon 
inced of his error, and became a faithful and 
*ssful defender of the order and government 
r connection, and greatly assisted inpromot- 
tie union of our body. He laboured frequently 
his own hands, when he had it in his power ; 
when he died, he left his clothes and money 
divided among the travelling preachers be- 
ng to the Virginia conference. We hiave * 
:ient reason to believe that^he died in the fear 
favour of God. 

. WiUiam Jessop, was a naVWe o^ ?i\x^^^iL 

v2 
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county in DoIaw<ire state. He had travelled a] 
preached about eleven years, and was a man 
^reat simplicity and godly sincerity. He Uboi 
ed beyond his bodily strength ; and had travel 
and preached in Virginia, Maryland, Delawa 
Pennsylvania, New- Jersey and New-York stal 
J le had also spent some years in preaching 
gospel in the British provinces of Nova-Scoi 
and New-Brunswick. He was a -tender-hear 
preacher, and spake with great animation. ! 
b-aid some time before he died^ that he had i 
heard a sermon from any Methodist preaci 
for some years without weeping under it more 
less ; and yet, during that time he did notrenic 
ber that he had ever wqit, while he himself v 
preaching. He died in Lancaster county, Pei 
pylvania, in the Utter end of the year 1795. 
appeared to be remarkably happy in the close 
his life, and after taking something to moisten 
mouth, he turned over and said, ^* It is enonj 
Glory, glory, glory ;" and died in peace. 

4th. Reuben Ellis, had been travelling a 
preaching about 19 years, in which time he 1: 
preached in North-Carolina, South-Carolina,a 
Georgia ; in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsjl' 
nia. His preaching was weighty and powerfl 
he was a faithful friend, who sought not his o' 
ease, but the glory of God, and the salvation 
men. He married in the last year of his life, I 
continued to labour in the word and doctrine. . 
was a native of North- Carolina, ^here he bc{ 
his ministerial labours. He was a large m: 
but of a slender constitution. His last station v 
in Baltimore, where he ended his warfare in F 
ruary 1796. 

6th. Richard Ivey, was a native of Sussex coa 
in Virginia ; he had travelled and preached ab 
17 years. He had travcW^A ip^^t^ ^^tensivi 
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New -Jersey to the south parts of Georgia, 
was a man of quick and solid parts, and 
cbed with a good degree of animation. A 

before his death, he returned home to his 
'e pijce, and was making some preparation 
ttle himself, xyhen he was taken sick, and . 
in the latter part of the year 1795. 
I. Francis Acufi, was born in Culpepper 
ty in Virginia, and was brought up in Sulli- 
county in Tennessee. He died in August 
, in Kentucky, in the 25th year of his age. He 
travelled upwards of two years ; and was a 
of improvable parts, was much beloved, and 
tly lamented by his famiJy and christian 
ds. 

1. John Jarrell was an honest hearted man, 
ful in his ministerial labours, and considering 
iharge of his family, his bodily weakness and 
;tion, he served the church of God in an unex- 
*d manner. He travelled all the circuits in 
iware, and the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
^reserved his character as a minister and a 
>tian, and was a plain and lively preacher ; a 
id to discipline, order and union. He travel- 
nd preached about ten years. His last illness 
.<ihort ; and he died in Wilmington, Dela- 
I state, in June 1796. 

Ii. Zadock Priest, was a native of Connecti- 
and had been travelling and preaching tip- 
Is of two years ; but was taken with a dis- 
f;e of blood from the lungs, which prevented 
rom travelling the circuit where he was ap- 
ted. He then returned home to his friends, 
his disorder soon terminated in a consump- 
He returned to Norton in Massachusetts, 
re he was confined about three weeks, in 
^h time he expressed a strong confidence q( 
ivoar pf God, and had no doubl o^ ^aJcos^ ^'^- 
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Spotntjnents, or in the place of another pi 
^ travelled considerably through New' 
New- York. Connecticut, P^ennsylvania 
ware, and Maryland states. He was of : 
like simplicity : possessed great faith, and 
shaken confidence in God. As a speaker, 
properly a great blunderer, and his langc 
correct ; more so than was common ; yet h 
with power, and with the. demonstration 
Spirit. He was owned of God in the con 
conversion, and sanctifioation of many sou 
Was one of the wonders of America, no m 
py, but an uncommon zealot for the blesse 
of sanctification, and preached it on all occ 
and in all congregations. He was an in 
holy man, his whole soul was often overw 
with the power of God.- His last labour 
upon the eastern shore, where his strengtl: 
He then returned home to his friends in N< 
sey, where he lay sick for a short time, anc 
cd,and praisetl God as long as he was abl 
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In all— 66,664 
lost in number this year 2627 members, 
ve been going back, and our numbers de- 
g for three years past, in which time we 
st 10979 members in number. The declen- 
s mostly in the rhiddle stages, and espe- 
^herethe divisive spirit most prevailed, 
le general conference was to be held in 
•re this year, the preachers belonging to 
ual conference which used to meet at Bal- 
were called to attend the annual confer*. 
Philadelphia, and of course took their sta- 
)ni that place, and were twice entered on 
ual minutes for that year : once as they 
►pointed from Baltimore conference, and 
they were appointed from Philadelphia, 
general conference was held this year in 
►re, which began on the 20th of October 
; which we had 120 travelling preachers 
re members of that conference. After we 
shed the business of the conference, we 
minutes published before the preachers 
1, that they might take them to tlieir sevc- 
lits. 

; were several alterations made at that 
our form of discipline, and several new 
ans were formed. 

IS agreed that th'* annual conferences 
ad been called dlstiic't conferences, should 
5 be called yearly conferences ; and our 
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whale connection was divided into six yei^rly 
conferences. 

The first was called the New-England confer- 
ence. 

The second, the Philadelphia conference. 

The third, the Baltimore conference. 

The fourth, the Virginia conference. 

The fifth, the South- Carolina conference. 

The sixth, the Western conference ; and the 
bounds of each conference was -fixed : Bat the bi- 
shop was allowed, if he saw proper, to have ano*. 
ther conference in the Province of Maine. Before !• 
this regulation was established, the bishop had! 
the power of appointing the number of confer 
cnces at his own discretion. 

We also made a rule for all the preachers ^^ 
maining on trial, to continue in their circuit darini 
the time of the sitting of the yearly conference,aDd 
for none to attend at €uch times, but those wk 
were in full connection, or to be received intotf' 
connection. 

We also for the first time, drew up, and pob- 
li^ed in our general minutes a deed, for the bet- 
ter securing ot all our meeting-houses ; and it was 
determined as far as it was consistent virith the 
laws of the different states, it should be carried in- 
to effect. We concluded to have nine, seven, or 
live trustees to each house. 

The deed began as follows : This indenture, 
made this day of in the year of oar 

Lord, &c. The deed may be seen at full length; 
in the Form of Discipline, page 107. 

We made the following rule, that every travel- 
ling deacon shall exerc?sc that office for two years, 
before he be eUgible to the office of an elder ; ex- 
cept in cases of missions, when the yearly confer- 
ences shall have authority to elect lor the elders' 
office sooner, if they judjre it exnedient. 
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We agreed also to change the name of our Ar- 
enian Magazine, and call it the Methodist Ma- 
tzine. This was done and the work was con- 
lued for two years, and then it stopped ; and has 
;ver been revived since. 

At this conference we first set on foot our char- 
red fund in Philadelphia, which still continues, 
id is profitable to our connection. It is as fol- 
ws : 

Q. *^ What further provision shall be made for 
e distressed travelling preachers, for the fami- 
;s of travelling preachers, and for superannuated 
id worn out preacliers, and the widows and or- 
lans ofpreachers ? 

A. *' There shall be a chartered fund, to be sup- 
irted by the voluntary contributions of our 
Vends ; the principle stock of which shall be 
loded under the direction of trustees, and the in- 
rest appl'cd under the direction of the general 
>nfereiice, according to the following regulations, 
z. 

1st ^* That no sutn exceeding sixty-four dollars, 
lail in any one year be applied to the use of an 
nerant, superannuated, or .worn-out, single 
•cacher. 

2d. " That no sum e?:ceeding one hundred and- 
^enty eight dollars in any one year, shall be ap~ 
ied to the use of any itinerant, superannuated, or 
orn out jwar^ieJ preacher. 
3d. *' That no sum exceeding sixty-four dollars 
r any one year, shall be applied for the use of 
ich widow of any itinerant, superannuated, or 
om-out preacher, 

4th. " That no sum exceeding sixteen dollars 
lall be applied in any one year, for the use of 
idi child or orphan of an itinerant, supcrannua- 
ti, or worn-out preacher. 
5fch. " That the elders, and taose iVvcil \x\\n^ ^W 
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oversight of circuils^ shall be the collectors am 
receivers of subscriptions, &c. for this fund. 

()th. ^' Tiio money shall, if possible, be conveyc 
by bills of exchange, through the means of tl 
post, to our general book steward, in Philaik 
phia, who shttil pay it in to the trustees of tl 
I'lind: otherwise it shall be brought to the ensaii 
yearly conference. 

7th. " There shall be no money drawn out 
the fund till the first day of August, 1798. 

8th ^' The interest bhall then be divided intO! 

[larts, and each of the yearly conferences si 
lave authority to draw that sixth part out of 1 
fund, according to the regulations before pres( 
bed. And if in one or more conferences, a p 
less than one sixth be drawn out of the fund 
any given year, then, in such case or cases,! 
other yearly conferences held in the same ye 
shall have authority, if they judge it necessar^j 
draw out of the fund, according to the above nq 
latioiis, such surplus of the interest, which ha$i 
been applied by the former conferences : and 
bishops shall bring the necessary information 
the interest of the fund, respecting the year 
question ; from conference to conference. 
. 9th. " The present stock of the preacher's fa 
shall he thrown into the chartered fund. 

lOth. " The produce of the sale of our books, 
terthe book debts arc paid, and a sufficient cs 
tal is provided for carrying on the business, si 
be regularly paid into the chartered fund. 

11th. " But the annual subscriptions of the i 
veiling preachers, to the preacher^s fund, shal 
reserved for extraordinary cases, which the cl 
tered fund may not reach. 

N B. We need not be urgent on our bene 
lent friends to promote this great charity. Tl 
own feelings, we wcWVluow ,m\V su^^^iv^^NX-j 5 
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1^ when proper light is given them oji the sob- 
Our orethren who nave labourer on the 
antains, on the western waters, and. in the 
rer circuits in general, have suffered unspeak- 
* hardships, merely from the want of some es- 
ished fund, in which the competent members 
ur society might safely lodge what their be- 
olent hearts would rejoice to give, for the 
;ad of the gospel. On the same account, many 
ur worn out preachers, some of whom quickly 
sumed their strength by their great exertions 
the salvation of souls^ have been brought into 
p distress ; and the widows and orphans of our 
ichers have been sometimes reduced to ex- 
ne necessity, who might have lived in comfort, 
ftt in affluence, enjoying the sweets of domestic 
,'if the preachers who were the husbands on 
band, and the fathers on the other, had not 
sdtheir Redeemer better than wife or chil- 
is or life itself. And it, is to be lamented, if 
itble, with tears of blood, that we have lost 
'es of our most able married ministers — men 
) like good householders, could, upon all occa- 
is, bring things new and old out of their trea- 
.', but were obliged to retire from the general 
k, because they saw nothing before them for 
r wives and children^ if they continued itine- 
s, bujt misery and ruin. But the present in- 
ition will, we trust, under the blessmg of God^ 
itly relieve us in^ if not entirely deliver us 
1, these mighty evils. For we have fall confi- 
ce, that the hearts of our friends will be enga- 
, and their hands stretched forth on this im- 
ant occasion ; and a provision will be made, 
cicnt to preserve such objects of charity from 
it, which is all that is aimed at or desiredJ* 
he conference then chOse niife trustees for the 
iered fund^ viz. 
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John Dickins. Jostah Lasby^ 

Thomas Haskins^ Hugh Smithy 

Jacob Baker, Caleb North, - 

Henry Manly^ . ^ Cornelius Come{ 
Burton Wallace, 

all of Philadelphia. The Articles of Assoc 
are as follows. 

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIAtlON 

Of the trustees of the fund for the T'elie; 
support of the itinerant^ superannuate6 
worn-out ministers and preachers of th 
ihodist Episcopal Church in the United i 
of America^ tneir wives and children^ w 
-and orphans., 

ARTICLE I. 

It is provided and declared, that- the i 
stile, and title of this corporation shall be, ' 
<* Trustees of the fund wr the relief and sa 
**ofthe itinerant, superannuated, and wor 
" Ministers and Preachers of the Methodist 
<^ copal Church (in the United States of Ami 
^^ their Wives and Children, Widows am 
^^ phans." And that the said trustees shall 
sist of John Dickins, Thomas Haskins, « 
Baker, Henry Manly, Burton Wallace, J 
Lusby, Hugh Smith, Caleb Jf orth, and Con 
Comers, and their successors, qualified an 
pointed as is herein after mentioned. And 
are hereby vested with full povvers for carryii 
to eflfect the benevolent and charitable pur| 
in this instrument mentioned and declared. 

ARTICLE 11. 

It is provided and declared, that the said 

tees, and their successors, by the name« stile 

title aforesaid^ shall be able and capable in la 

^takc^ receive, have, VioVA , x^oss^^-s^ ^ ^xi^ «w§5P 
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manner of lands, tenements^ rents, armui- 
ichises^ and hereditaments, and any sum 
of mopey, and any manner and portion 
and chattels^ given, granted, or devised 
m or their successors, by any person or 
r bodies politic or corporate, agreeable to 
ition of tne donors respectively, and ac- 
to the objects, articles, and conditions^ in 
rument mei^tioned and declared. And hy 
le, stjie, apd titie aforesaid, shall be able 
able, in law, to sue and be sued^ plead 
impleaded, in any court or courts, before 
^e or judges, justice or justices, in all man. 
uits, complamts, pleas, causes," matters, 
lands whatsoever, and all and eveir mat- 
hing therein to do, in as full and enectual 
;r as any other j^erson or persons, bodies 
nd corporate, within this commonwealth, 
*an do. 

> ARTICLE IIL 

rovided and, declared, that in case of the 
esignation, or expulsion from member- 
cording to the rules and discipline from 
time adopted by the itinerant ministers 
Lchers of the said church, in their general 
ice assembled) of any one or more of the 
s of the saifi corporation, or their success* 
I and in such case it shall be the duty of 
aining trustees to nominate double"^ the 
of those whose seats maj have been va- 
; aforesaid, and to make a representation 
in writing, to the itinerant ministers and 
rs of the said church, in their next general 
ice assembled ; whose duty it shall be then 
;e to proceed to choose, and, by a majori- 
;es, appoint one or more persons (as the 
y be) out of the whole number of those 
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nominated by the trustees^ as aforesud^to fill sneh 
vacancy or vacancies^ in order to keep up the 
number of nine trusteed for ever : and upon evor 
such choice and appointment, a certificate sbll 
issue from the said general conference, signed kjr 
their president and countersigned Inr their se(» 
turv, and directed to the tinistees of t(ie said ec* 
porution, containing the name or names of ' 
person or persons so chosen and appointed, w' 
said certifacatc shall be registered m the books 
the said corporation ; and the person or per 
thus chosen and appointed shall be vested with 
the powers and immunities of a member of 
said corporation — provided, nevertheless^ thit 
person or persons shall be eligible as a trostee 
trustees ofthe said corporation, virho has not' 
a member of the said church (according to 
rules and discipline thereof, as aforesaid) at' 
five years next preceding his or their election 
appointment as aforesaid, and who shall m 
at least, twenty-five years of age. 

ABTICT.E IV. 

It is provided and declared, that the said 
ration shall meet at least once in every yeir(l 
the dispatch of their necessary business^ at si 
time aiul place as a majority of them may joi 
most convenient and proper: And when so i 
they shall have power to make Such by-k 
rules, and regulations for their government, in tN 
management of their affairs, as a majority of thefl 
may judge necessary ; and also at every such W-i 
nual meeting, they shall pi'oceed to choose, ^^ 
by a majority of votes, appoint two of their 
number, to act, the one as president, and the other 
as secretary to the said corporation, who may con- 
tinue then in office from year to year, as a majori- 
^-v of the said corporation may think proper. 
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ARTICLE V. 

it U pirovlded and declared, that if, at anv time 
reafter, a majority of the trustees shoalil deem 
expedient, by deed or otherwise, to grant, bar- 
.in sell, convey, or otherwise dispose of any part 
parcel of the estate, real or personal^ of^ ana be* 
nging to, the said corporation, or charge or en- 
mber the same, then, and in such case, it shall 
: their duty to make a representation thereof in 
riting to the itinerant ministers and preachers of 
t said church, in their next general conference 
sembled, who shall then and there judge of the 
:cessity or expediency of such proposed sale ; 
id if two thirds of the minbters and preachers, 
sembled as aforesaid, shall consent and agree 
ereto, a certificate shall issue from the said ge- 
aral conference, signed by their president and 
Hmtersigned by their secretary, declaring ^ach 
iprobation and consent, and specifying the kind 
id amount of the property to be sold or otherwise 
sposed of; which certificate shall be transmit- 
d to the said trustees, who shall cause the same 
be recorded in the books of the said corporation 
•provided, always, that the monies arising from, 
ch licensed sale shall be vested, by the said 
astees (as soon as conveniently may oe) in such 
her seeurities and property, as, in the judgment 
a majority of them, will be most productive and 
fe. ^And provided further, that the annual in- 
restVnd income^ arising from the money so 
!sted, shall be exclusively applied in the manner 
id for the uses and purposes in this instrument 
ehtioned and declared. 

ARTICLE VI. 

It is provided and declared.' that the annual 
iots, interest, and income of toe estate real aod 
Tsonal. which now does, or at any time hereaf- 
r may oelong to the saidf corporation and their 

v2 
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successors, shall by them be held subject to the » 
exclusive order and control of the itinerant minis- k 
ters and preachers of the Methodist Ejiiscopol jA 
Church in the United States of America, in their it 
general conference (from time to time) assem- 1 
bled : And the said ministers and preachers, thai 
assembled, are hereby vested with full powers to 
appropriat&and point out the mode of applying tie 
same, to the objects, under the limitations, and {Drjil 
the uses and purposes herein mentioned andex* 
pressly declared. 

ARTICLE VII. 

It is provided and declared, that the object and 
design of the fund hereby intended to be establiih- 
cd, is expressly for the purposes of relieving the 
distresses, and supplying the deficiencies of the 
itinerant and superannuated, or worn-out minii': 
ters apd preachers of the Methodist Episccfif 
Church in the United States of America, who fP 
main in connection wifh, and continue subjedti 
the order and controul of, the general conference; Ji 
as also for the relief of the wives and childreL' 
widows and orphans, of such ministers and > 
preachers, and for no other use, intent^ or purpose 
whatever. 

ARTICLE vni. 

It is provided and declared, that no sum ex- 
(deeding sixty -four dollars shall in any one year 
be appropriated and applied to the use of an itine- 
rant, superannuated, or worn-out single minister 
or preacher ; also that no sum exceeding one 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars, in any one 
year, shall be applied to the use of an itinerant, 
'Superannuated, or worn-out married minister or 
preacher ; and that no sum exceeding sixty-foor 
dollai's, in any one year, shall be applied to the 
use of each widow of such ministers and preachers 
/75 are herein before metvftoaeA ^Tv&A^^^rto^4\and 
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> that no sam exceeding sixteen dollars shall 
appiicdi in any one year, to the use of each 
Id or orphan, of such rainisters and preachers 
Eire herein befoi*e particularly mentioned^ and 
cribed. 

ARTICLE IX. 

t is provided and declared, that no sofli or 
IS of money, under any pretence whatever, 
.11 be drawn from the fund hereby intended to 
established, other than for the uses and puipo* 
, and under the limitations and restrictions, 
•ein before expressly mentioned and declared — 
>vided, nevertheless, that the trustees of the said 
poration and their successors, shall have pov^er 
iraw and apply, from time to time, as much 
ney, belonging to the said fund, as in tho ju^g-, 
nt of a majority of them, may be wanting to 
ray all the necessary expenses of conducting " 
; business of the said corporation. 

. ARTICLE X. 

[t is provided and declared, that it shall be the 
ty oithe trustees, to cause regular and fair ac- 
ants to be kept (in books to be provided for that 
rpose) of the funds of the said corporation, as 
:li as it respects the kind and amount of the ca* 
al stock, and of the annual interest and income 
»reof, as of all and every sum or sums of money, 
lich shall from time to time be drawn there- 
im, for the objects, under the limitations, and 
• the uses and purposes herein before particular- 
mentioned and declared — And further, it shall 
the duty of the said trustees and their success- 
;, at every general conference of the ministers 
d preachers as aforesaid, to prepare and lay be- 
« thiem a statement of the affairs of the said 
id, for their inspection and examination : which 
d statement shall be signed by the president 
d coantersigned by the secretary ol i\v^ wv*. 
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corporation^ certifying that the same is &ir s 
correct. 

Some of the first trustees have resigned or di 
the present trustees are 
Jacdt) Baker, president, Henry Foxall, 

Thomas Haskms, treasurer^ William Lo wb< 
Cakb North) Samuel Harvey 

Hi:^h Smith, Lemuel Green. 

Joseph L. Inglis, secretary. 

if any person has a wish to make a donai 
by JVUlto this fund, it will be proper to expi 
it jn the following manner : 

* I* give and bequeath to the President 
Tfustees of the Charter of the Methodist Epit 
pat Church at Philadelphia in the state of Pe 
sytvania, the sum of dollars, and the 

nual interest and income thereof to be by tl 
applied in the manner, and to the objects, n 
lioned, and prescribed in the articles under wl 
they are associated.^' 

Many of our friends willingly subscribd 
Ihis valuable institution, and several thous 
dollars were collected in a short time. Some 
luable legacies were also left by will to the ti 
tees of this fund. The value of the chartered ii 
has been increasing from year to year. At ] 
sent (1809) it affords relief to many of our prea 
ers who are in straitened circumstances. 

We now formed several rules respecting k 
preachers : 

1. " No local preacher shall receive a licei 
to preach till he has been examined and appro^ 
at the Quarterly Meeting of his circuit ; wb 
license shall be drawn up m the following wpi 
viz. * N. M. has applied to us for liberty to prei 
as a local preacher in our circuit ; and after < 
enquiry concerning his gifts, grace aiid.iisel 
ness, we judge he is 9k^to\^et ^ecson to be liee 
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ed for this puspose ; and we accordingly autho- 
rise him to preach/ 

2. " Before any person shall be licensed asr 
a local preacher by a quarterly-meeting he shall 
bring a recommendation from the society of which 
be is a member. 

3. " A local preacher shall be eligible to the 
office of a deacon, after he has preached four years 
from the time he received a regular license, and 
has obtained the testimonial which is directed in 
the fourth section of the first chapter of the form 
of discipline. The testimonial must be signed by 
fhree ^fdersy three deacons, apd three preachers. 

** Signed in behalf of the Quarterly Meeting, 

• N. M. President of the Meeting.'' 
. •. At the General Conference in 1808, there was 
la alteration made on this subject ; and it now 

' 4inds thof/'^ A local preacher shall be eligible 
to the office of a Deapon, after he has prea^jhcd 
fimr years from the time he received a regular li- 

\ cense, and has obtained a testimonial ^om the 
qnarierly meeting of the circuit to which he be- 
longs, after proper examination, signed by tlie 
president, and countersigned by the secretary, 

^ and his character has passed in examination be- 
ibre, and he has obtained the approbation of the 
yearly conference." 

In 1796, for the first time we fixed a rulo to 
make some allowance to local preachers in given 
liases.— I. " Whenever a local preacher fills the 

{ilace of a travelling preacher, he shall be paid 
or his time, a sum proportionable to the allow. 
aoce of a travelling preacher ; which sum shall 
be paid by the circuit at the next quarterly meet- 
ing, if the travelling preacher, whose place he^ 
filled up, were either sick or necessarily absent ; 
or, in other cases^ out of the allowance ofthetra- 
▼clling preacher. 
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2* ^Hf a local preaclier be distressed in biste 
poral circumstances, on account or his service 
the circuit, he may apply to the quarterly meeti 
who may give him what relief taey judge pro] 
after the allowance of the travelling preach< 
and of their wives, and all other regular allow 
ces, are discharged." 

At the same time we formed a rule for the 
ai of local preachers^ which is as follows : ^^ 
charge be Drought against a local preacher^ 
local deacon, or elder, the preacher who has 
oversight of the circuity shall summon three 
more local preachers of the neighbourhood, or 
want of local preachers, so many leaders or 
horters. And if they, or the majority of them 
due examination, judge that the local preaci 
deacon, or elder aforesaid, has been guilty of s 
a erime, or has preached such false doctrines, 
require his suspension from all public offices 
our church, the preacher who has the oversi 
of the circuit, shall accordingly suspend himfi 
ail public offices, till the ensuing quarterly mi 
ing. 

" And in such case, and in every case wher 
meeting, assembled as above described, si 
deem the said local preacher, deacon, or elc 
culpable, the next quarterlv-meeting shall f 
ceed. upon his trial, and shall have authoritj 
clear, censure, suspend, or expel him, accord 
to their judgment. And the presiding elder, 
the preacher who has the oversight of the clrci 
shall, at the commencement of the trial, appo 
a secretary, who shall take down regular minu 
of the evidence and proceedings of the trii 
which minutes, when read and approved, si 
be. signed by the said presiding elder or prea 
er, and also by the members of the said quart 
ly -meeting, or by the majority of tUem* 



1796] or THE METHODISTS. 247 

'^ And in case ot condemnation^ the local preach- 
er, deacon, or elder, condemned, shall be allow- 
ed an appeal to the next yearly conference, pro- 
vided that he signify to the Said quarterly-meeting 
his determination to appeal ; in which case the 
§aid presiding elder, or preacher who has the 
oversight of the circuit, shall lay the minutes of 
the trial above mentioned, before the said year- 
ly conference, at which the local preacher, dea- 
con, or elder, so appealing, may appear ; and the 
said yearly conference shall judge and finally de- 
termine from the minutes of the said trial, so laid 
before them/^ 

Previous to the forming of the above rule, the 
local preachers had been brought to trial when 
iccused, before the society of which they w ere 
wmbers, and were tried as if they were mere 
jirivate members. 

We also formed the following rule respecting 
Ihc sale and use of Spiritous Liquors j &c. 

*^ If any member of our society retail or give «pi. 
ritous liquors, and any thing disorderly be trans- 
acted under his roof on this account, the preach- 
er who has the oversight of the circuit shall pro- 
ceed against him as in the case of other immorali- 
ties ; and the person accused shall be cleared, 
censured, suspended, or excluded, according to 
his conduct, as on other charges of immorality/' 

At that time it was thought proper to have an- 
other brshop elected and ordained, aAd the confe- 
rence voted that it should be done during the sit- 
tins of that conference. After the vote was taken, 
a difficulty arose about the manner «»f choosing, or 
electing a man to be ordained a bishop ; and be- 
fore the point was settled. Dr. Coke begged that 
the business might be laid over until the afternoon. 
which was done. When we met in the after* 
noon the Dr. offered himsclC io ws^M n^^ ^^"^ 
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cause to take him ; and promised to serve us ic 
the best manner he could, and to be entirely a 
the disposal of his American brethren, and U 
live or die among them. The conference at Icngtl 
agreed to the Dr^ proposal, and concluded thati 
the Dr. tarried witn us we could do with two ti 
> shops, without ordaining a third, and the form^ 
vote for choosing another bishop was dropped.- 
The Dr. then gave us the followmg instrument o 
writing : 

^^ I offer myself to my American brethren en 
tirely to their service, all I am and have, witl 
my talents and labours in every respect ; withodl 
any mental reservation whatsoever, to labooi 
among them, and to assist bishop Asbury ; notio 
station the preachers at any tirne when he is pre? 
sent ; but to exercise all the episcopal datiei^ 
when I hold a conference in his absence, andbf 
his consent, and to visit the West Indies m* 
France when there is ah opening, and I cask/ 
spared.'^ 

[Signed,] THOMAS COKE. 
Conference-Room, 

Baltimore, October 27, 1796. 

On Sunday the fourth day of December, Mrfiik 
the congregation was assembled in the aftemooo 
for divine service, in our church in Light-Street 
in the city of Baltimore, and the preacher wai 
preacliing to them^ there was a cry of fire heard 
from without, whieh had broke out near the 
church ; the flames soon spread to the charch,aDd 
in a very , short time the House of God was bamt 
down ', and the Preacher's house that stood near 
it, was nrach damaged. The Academy, or 
.School-Room was also laid in ashes. This des- 
truction of property by fire, was just twelve 
months to a day from the time that Cokesbory 
College was burned-. 
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In 1797 we had seven conferences : There were 
It six appointed on the annual minutes^ but it 
as thought best to take in the conference in Vir- 
oia, which was held in 1796, and that also which 
as held in this year, which would make seven 
•all,, and by that means the conferences would 
I changed about, so as to begin them in future 
the south, and finish them in the north. . By 
)fi regulations made at the late General confer- 
ice, we could not have more than seven con- 
rences in one year, unless there were new ci'r- 
lits enough formed to compose a conference, 
The 134th Conference was held at Mabry's ' 
liapelin Virginia, on the 15th of November, 

The.l35th in Charleston, on the 5th of January, 

Jhe 136th at Bethel School, in Kentucky, on 

e 1st of May. 

The l^th at Wilbraham, Massachusetts, on 

5 19th of September. 

rhe lS8th at Duck Creek on the 10th of October. 

?he 139th in Baltimore, on the 21st of October. 

["he 140th at Laine's Chapel, on the 25th of 

ovember. 

At these conferences we took in the following 

*caits ; Pleasant River in the province of Maine, 

d Sandwich a,ndMartha^s Vincyardih Massa- 

asetts. . 

We had for three years together been declin- 

jT in numbers ; but this year we be^an again to 

;rease, and we had an addition oi 1999 mem- 

rs. • 

We admitted on trial about 40 young preach- 

s, and we lost out of the travelling connection 

; 43 of them located ; two were exflelled ; and, 

o died, namely, John'Ragan and Albert Van 

ostrand. 

w 
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1. John Ragan, a ni&tive of Ireland. He was 
a travelling preacher about seven Tears, in which 
time he travelled in Maryland, ]New-York, and 
New-Jersey, and in Nova-Scotia also. Hewif 
an elder in the church, and a conscientious mio, 
both as St christian and a minister. He was a ii» 
ful minister, and was remarkably fond of read- 
ing. On a visit to Philadelphia in August JaA, 
he took the yellow fever, of which he died in the 
beginning of September, soon after his retamttt. 
Bethel circuit in New-Jersey. j 

2. Albert Van Nostrand, a native of JLoof J 
Island, in the state of New- York, about 40 yeaif 
of age. Soon after he became a travelling preack* 
er, he left the work, and was not admitted ialii 
full connection ; a few years afterwards he begii 
to travel agairi^ and at last died in the work;u' 
he had a good character given him in the anooil 
minutes. 

We had so many preachers located this jar, 
that we could not well supply the circuits, orea- 
large our borders in new places, as we wishedtO 
have done. 

On the 19th day of October the new meeting- 
house in Light- street, in the city of Baltimore, 
was dedicated. It was built on a lot ad joiningto 
that on \vhich the former bouse was burnt tei 
months before. 

About this time the yellow fever prevailed 
much in many large towns, so that we could noi 
conveniently hold our conferences in them in the 
fall season of the year. Our conference that wai 
appointed in Philadelphia this A^ear, could not 
therefore be held with safety. Notice being giv- 
en in time, it was held in Duck Creek. It was 
then judged best by the bishop and preachers in 
^neral, to change the time of holding the annual 
conferences from the 5a\\ lo VXxe ^^t«v%^S.\JDA^eir. 
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order to bring about this alteration, the Vir- . 
Qia conference was added to the minutes for 
e present year ; and of course the stations of 
B preachei^s for that conference, are entered 
ice on the same minutes. 

In the course of this summer, Mr. Asbury^s 
en^th failed tlirough severe afflictioil, and ma- 

of his friends despaired of his life. He was 
ifined for some time to the house ; and whe» 
found himself able tb travel, he went only from 
J house of one friend to that of another. He 
IS pursued his rout to the north a little bejyond 
I w York, where his strength failed, and he 
isented to stop and go no farther ; and gave bp 
thoughts of getting to the New -England con - 
ence, which was to begin on the l9th of Sepr 
iber. He wrote me a mournjul letter respect- 
; the sufferings of his body, and the anxiety of 

mind on account of the preachers and the 
rk of liod ip NewEngland ; and Withal, re- 
nted me to come to him after the close of the 
iference, and to travel with him,^ or go on his 
^ointments to the south, in case he should not 
able to go himself. He said he had made it a 
iter of prayer, and there was no one. that would 
to travel with him, or to tak^e his appointments, 
t myself. » 

The conference at Wilbraham made choice of 

to preside in that meeting, and td station the 
jachers. The busine-s was conducted to the 
isfaction of the preachers, and peace and love 
elt among us. At the close of the conference 

preachers gave me a certificate, signifying 
ir approbation of the proposed plan, " for , me 
TM-ve) with the bishop, and to fill up hi^ ap- 
ntments when he could not'be prc^scnt." — \ 
ving obtained a satisfactory recommendatioa 
I? the conference, I took leave oi V)a^ y^^'s.^^^'^ 
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in the north, and set out to the sooth, and met 
with Mr. Asbary, and went in company with him 
to the conferences in Dack-CreeK, Baltimore, '"^ 
and at Laine's Chapel in Virginia. I did the 
principal part of the business of the bishop^ex- 
except that of stationing the preachers. The coi 
ferences in general approved of my travelling 
with the bishop, and of my assisting him in thelm* 
siness of the conference, taking the minutes, &c. 

The conference in Virginia requested Mr. A^ 
bury to stop travelling for a season, which he it ^ 
last consented to do. I>ut he only intended to stoo 
for a few weeks, and then to meet me again. Al- 
ter stopping he found himself growing worse, 
and concluded to go no farther. He then WTOtt^ 
directing me to go on without him, and do the 
best I could ; for he was obliged to decline going 
to the south. 

In 1798 we had seven Conferences. As tb 

Elan had been laid in the preceding year; we nttW 
egan the conferences in the south, that we miglt 
attend those that were appointed in the latfc 
towns in tfie spring of the yeau, before the sickly 
season came on. 

'I'he 141st Conference was held in Charleston, 
on the second of Japuary 1798. 

The 1 12(1 at Salem meeting-house, in Virginia, 
on the ninth of April. 

Tlie 143d at Holstein, on the first of May. 

The 1 14th in Baltimore, on the second of May. 

The 145th in Philadelphia, on the fifth of June. 

The 146th in Readfield, Province of Maine 
on the twenty-ninth of August. 

The 147th in Granville, Massachusetts, on the 
nineteenth of September. 

At these conferences we took in a few new 
circuits ; one of them was \r. the back part of 
^^cw-York state, caUed Chenango ; ^w4^\xit\\^ 
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: state called Vtrgtnnts. Wcalsps.ent 
er to Providence, in Rhode-Island state, 
dded 1506 members to the society this 
uch was a goodly increase. We took 

young preachers upon trial. We lost 
' the travelling connection; 12 located^ 
IS, and three died, namely^ James King, 
IL R, Wilsoriy and JohnDickins. 
King was a native of JGIoacester county 
lia. His travels and labours wer^ prin- 
i Geoi'gia, and South Carolina. He had . 
iderstanding, and great zeal, and in the 
years of bis life he preached with great . 
n, and the work of God revived under 
jtry. He died in Charleston of the yeK 
r in 1797. He was about 26 years old 
died. He was greatly esteemed by the 
people, both as a christian and a minis* 
us Christ. 

el H. R. Wilson, was a young preaclier, 
never admitted into full connection ; bui^ 
to our common custom, an account of hi$ 
Ls entered on the minutes, and a short 
r given him. He was born on tjie 27th of 

1770, and departed this life April ^4tb, 
Btrasburg in Pennsylvania. He was pa- 
ler afQictions, and enjoyed peace in his < 
nd in the painful struggle witji death^ he 
vn the T-<ord. 

3ickins, was a native of Great BrH&ip, 
I educated in the city of London. He 
ed the Methodists in Virginis^ inr^ 1774, 
admitted as a traveffing preaqher in 1777. 
lied extensively in Virginia and North-, 
in the time ot the revolutionary war.^-^ 
ed in 1781, and never trayu^led a circuit 
r afterwards ; but two years after h<^ lo* 
mely^ in 1783, he tooV.^ ^UVIvwwvSk^W^ 

"J 
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York, where he continued for several years as a 
stationed preacher, and the superintendant of our 
Book business. In 1789 he was stationed in Phi- 
Tadelphia as Book Agent to superintend our print' 
ing business, where he continued till he closed Uf 
useful life by the yellow fever, on the 27th of Sey* 
tember 1798, in the 52d year of his age. He wii 
a man of quick and solid parts, a sound and close 
reasoncr, and a very plain, practical, and pointed 
preacher. He was peculiarly attentive to his do- 
ty, and very conscientious in the discharge ofthfr 
exercises of prayer, both in the family and in the 
eioset. His skill and fidelity as editor, inspector^ 
and corrector of the press, were exceedingly 
great. He conducted the whole of his busineH 
with punctuality and integrity. He closed Ui 
life with uncommon ioy and peace, andhadafol' 
assurance of eternal life. His death was moit 
sensibly felt by the Methodist connection in geni* 
ral, than we had ever known or felt in the deilk 
of any other preacher that had died among us. 

The. conference that was held in Readiield Ibii 
year, was the first that we ever held in the Pro- 
vipce of Maine. Many people came together on 
that account, especially on the day that some of 
our preachers were ordained. Several came oot 
on that day with their carts with cakes &c. to sell ; 
and many of them appeared as disorderly as iJf 
they were at a public vendue, or in the court-yard. 
No one. interrupted us in the meeting house, bat 
many were walking to and fro, and paid no atten* 
tion to the meeting. 

We had ten travelling preachers at that confer- 
ence, much united in love, and in the work of the 
ministry ; and we had some good accounts from 
different places, of a gracious revival of religion. 

In the bounds of the Granville conference we 
bad more than 1000 mcinbeis ^^dkfcd.\.QMafc vw.\r- 
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vrards of 200^ of them had joined us in the 
: Vermont. 

le course of this y^ar, our society in the city 
timond in Virginia began tp build a meet- 
use in that place, and after some time they 
d it ; but their difficulties in paying for it 
ery great. 

» year I took an account of all our local 
ers in their different circuits^ as correctly^s 
i ; I could not get a correct account from 
circuit ; but I found that there were about 
;al preachers in our connection ; and ofily 
avelVmg preachers. We had in all about 
avelling and local preachers in the United 
, happily united in the same work in their 
nt stations ; endeavouring to save them- 

and them that heard them. 

number of local preachers whose names 1 
ed, in the different states was as follows : In 
ia 33 Connecticut 13 

Carolina 55 Rhode-Island 3 

Carolina 148, Massachusetts 3 

lia 251 Province of Maine 6 

and 10^ Supposed to be in £en- 

^are 21 tucky, Tennessee and 

ylvania 50 those circuits that sent 
Jersey 53 in no account to j«fe, 

York 51 about 60 

850 local preachers, some of them are onljr 
;d to preach, others of them are ordained 
IS ; and many of them were formerly in 
Lvelling connection, and are elders in the* 
1. 

799, we had only 16 conferences, and they 
iegun in the South. 

148th conference was heldin Charleston^ 

Istof January 1799. 
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The l49thy at Joneses chapel^ Virginia^ 
9th of April. 

The 150th, at Bethel Academy, Kentuc 
the 1st of May. 

The iSlst, in Baltimore, on the 1st of IVl 
' The 152d, in Philadelphia, on the 6th of 

The 153d, in New- York, on the 19th of 

It was but a little more than six month 
the beginning to the end of these conference 
minutes were soon circulated among the p 
at which both the preachers and people 
much pleased; as tht^y could see wh^i 
preachers were stationed ; and knew wh< 
dead or located, before the close of the yea 

At these conferences we took hi about 
young preachers upon, trial. But we lost 
as many out of the travelling connectio 
preachers located, and three died. Thos 
died, were John Norman Jones', Willian 
kerson, and Hezekiah Calvin Worster. 

Mr. Jones was a native of Virginia, ai 
been a travelling preacher upwards of eight 
jtie was a man of great zeal, and preachei 
much animatioQ. He was a very plain r 
his dress and manners. He was a man of 
tions and weakness of body, and almost wo 
with his sufferings, yet he was unwilling to 
the work of God ; and when unable to 
through the changing seasons of the south, t 
stationed first in George-town, and th 
^.Charleston : in which places he shewed hiir 
be a Christian, and a minister of Christ, 
last affliction, he appeared to have an una 
confidence in God, through Jesus Chri^ 
died in the city of Charleston, in the state of J 
Carolina, in 1798. 

, WiWiam Wilkerson, was a nat|ve of Vir 
he watered as au itmcraxil ^t^^Oaet \sw\?(^ 
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dosed his useful life in Gloucester county in the 
same state in 1798, with a short illness of a bili- 
ous fever. When he was first taken with the fe- 
ver, he had a strong impression on his mind that 
his sickness would be unto death. Of course he 
manifested no desire for men or means in that 
' ca^e. He was from all that we could discover 
Mhislife and death, a good minister of Jesus 
ehrist. 

! ■ Hesekiah Calviri Worster was admitted as an 
ibnerant preacher in 1793, After travelling in a 
few circuits in the states of Massachusetts, rfew 
^ork, and New Jersey, he offered himself a mis- 
<ianary for Upper Canada, where he was owned 
^d honoured of God in a peculiar manner. He 
ih|s a man of grace, and of a good understanding, 
itkd was very zealous in his ministerial labours ; 
kit he was of a slender habit of body, and could 
lot endure all the hardships of travelling, and his 
preat exertions in preaching. There was a great 
Revival of the work of God where he laboured in 
Canada, which caused him to labour and preach 
xiore than his bodily stren^h could bear. When 
iie- found his strength to tail, he returned home 
rrom Canada in June, sick with the consumption, 
and on the 6th of November following he died, 
Virhtch wais in 1798. He. was an example of pa- 
Rence and resignation to the will of God, and pro- 
fessed much of the love of God in all his sickness. 
When he was almost dohe speaking, his father 
asked him if his confidence was still strong in t^e^ 
XA>rd: he answered, " Yes, strong! strong !^^ A 
•hort time before his death, when his bodily 
ttrength failed fast, he said, " The nearer I draw 
to eternity, the brighter heaven shines upon me.^' 
This year we took in the following circuits, 
Oconee and St. Marifs in Georgia *, Freucfv 
Sroad in North- Carolina ; Kanaxclxa vci N\:t^* 



258 A SHORT liistoBT [: 

nia ; Mohawk in Cayuga, and Plattsboroug 
New- York; Essex ^ WhitinghatRj and Win 
in Vermont ; Nantucket and Merrimacixi 1 
sachusetts ;'and Miami in the North-we^ Ter 
rj, now, Ohio stat^. 

Our borders were greatly enlarged this j 
and the way was opening for us to spread far 
and to send forth more labourers into the y 
yard of the Lord. We had an addition to th 
eiety this year of 1 182 members. Great peace 
harmony prevailed throughout our eonnec 
both among preachers and peoples, and the [ 
pect of a great revival of religion was more p 
ing than it had been at any one time for fi 
years ; and in some places there was a good 
of religion, and many souls were brought inU 
liberty of the children of God. 

In January, George CJark went to St. Mt 
in Georgia to preach, and if possible to forms 
cuit. rife found the people in different plaeei 
tirely destitute of preaching of every Icind ; 
when he went to preach he had to direct the 
pie when to stand, when to kneel down, &c. S 
persotis who were grown to years, said they 
never heard a sermon, or a prayer before ii 
their lives. I suppose the two counties wher 
travelled principally, i. e. G(enn and Cam 
were at that time less acquainted with the pi 
worship of God, than any other part of the Uu 
States. However, before the close of the ' 
some of the people became constant attendant 
the word, were much reformed in their lives, 
some of them were trnly converted to God. 

In the latter part of the year, namely on the 
day of December 1799, there was a society for 
in the town of Augusta in Georgia, which 
the first elass that was ever joined together in 
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town. After some time the society built a coi^ve- 
nient meeting iiou^e ; and for a few years past a 
preacher has been stationed in that town^ to that 
Bocietyonly. , 

In the course of this year Tobias Gibson went 
to the Natcheesy on the Mississippi to preach. the 
gospel in that country. He was the first of our 
preachers that went into that uncultivated part of 
Ihe world. He was not appointed to that place 
wl^en he first went ; but being much afflicted and 
not able to travel a circuit, he had libertjj to travel- 
where he pleased for the benefit of his health. 
Feeling his mind tlrawn toward that new settled 
part of the country, he determined to visitit, which 
lie did as soon as he could. He was afterwards 
well satisfied that the Lord had sent him to that 
place. The fruit of his zealous labours and fer- 
vent prayers was soon made manifest ; and souls 
were awakened and brought to God. His con- 
duct in going there was highly applauded by the 
eonference which was held in the beginning of 
the year 1800, at which time he was regularly ap- 
pointed on the minutes for the same station. 

This year Ezekiel Cooper was regularly ap- 
pointed by the Bishop and the Philadelphia con- 
ference, to superintend the book concern as editor, 
and general book-steward, in the room of John 
Dickms deceased. 

In settling the debts of the book concern the 
greater part of the money in hand was paid away, 
aAd the principal part of the money belonging 
to the book fund was in out-standing debts, and 
was yet to be collected : the conference therefore 
determined that no more drafts should be made on 
the book concern until it^s debts were paid, and the 
capital should be sufticient to carry on the busi- 
ness without any further embarrassment. Al- 
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though the preachers were in want of some assis- 
tance from the book fund, yet we jadged it best to 
be just before we were generous, and therefore de- 
termined first to clear the business of all ii'sincufli* 
brances^ before we divided any more of the pn- 
fits. m 
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CHAPTER X. 

Vom the beginning of the yiear 1800, including 

thethird General Confer encCy to the end of 

1803, 

In 1800, we hadf eight conferences ; however 
pe of them was a general conference. 

The 154th conference was held in Charleston, 
►n the 1st of January 1800, 

The 155th, at Blunt's/a) in Virginia, on the 9tk 
rf April. 

The 156th, at Holstein, on the .1st Friday in 
April. 

The 167th, at the Stone Chapel, on the 1st of 

. The 158th was a general conference in Balti- 

(Bore, on the 6th of May. 

- The 159th, in Duck Creek, on the 2d of June. 

The 160th, in New- York, on the 19th of June. 

The 16lst, i» Lynn, on the 18th of July. 

The whole of these conferences were held in 
sss than seven months time, at which we took in 
everal new circuits which were as follows : 
^atchees in the Mississippi territory ; Orange- 
Urg in South-Carolina ; kVilmington in North- 
Carolina ; Sciota in Ohio ; Chenango west of 
f ew-York ; Landaff in New-Hampshire ; Be- 
^el in the Province of Maine ; and Grand River 
X Canada. 

We admitted upwards of forty young preach- 
ts on trial this year, which was a great help to 
s. But on the other hand we lost 31 out of the 
[ravelling connectign : 24 16cated» 3 withdrew 

(a) This conference which, was held at Blunt't in Isle of (Wight 
ounty, was appointed to be in Norfolk ; but the smaU-poz was pre- 
aiUi^ much In NoifelH at that time, sq that we could not meet in the 
ywD with safety. 
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from oar connection, and 4 died ; viz. W 
Early, Thomas Haymond, Bepton Riggin 
Robert Bonbam. 

William Early was a native of Vir 
broQgbt op in Bedford county. He acted a 
cal preacher for a few years, and was then 
vcd on trial, as an itinerant, iii 1796. He 
zealoos man, and a powerful preacher. I 
bours were greatly owned of God, and ren 
a blessing to maiiy souls. It was suppose 
he took the yellow fever in Newbem, Nort 
rolina ; but he continued to travel till the 
came on him so severely that he was forced 
down by the side of the road, "where one < 
neighbours found him and asked him to his t 
where he went and took his bed, and after 
days died of the fever^ in September 1799. 
hoqr of death it was . said that he was hai 
God. In him the church lost a faithful, l 
ous, and useful servant. 

Thomas Haymond was admitted on tr 
1790, and quit the work, and located in 
After two years he entered into the trav 
connection again, and after travelling a 
more than- a year, he died on the 13th of 
1799. He was a plain man in his manner 
apjie^ed to possess great goodness of heari 
was a isolemn npright man, and often prea 
and travelled more th^n his feeble frame 
well bear. He exercised great pati^r^e i 
his last af&iction, which lasted about fiftei^n < 
he thendied triumphantly. 

Benton Riggin was a native of Somerset 
ty, on the Eastern Shore of l^arvland. H< 
of a. blender habit of bod^, i|fid had bem i 
tomedio a sedentary life in his youth. He 
jnan of considerable abilities. He was a 1 
asdbly and acceptaWe ^x^^cVv^t. ^^ ^ 
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Fell's-poiDt; in September 1799. He had been a 
travelling preacher upwards o: 12 years. 

Itobert fionham was son of Hezekiah Bonham« 
Eiis father was a preacher of the gospel. He was 
i young man of an upright walK ; was lively in 
lift ministry, and active in his duties* He began 
o travel in 1793, but he was only a supernume- 
»ry for a few years before he died ; he was lingier- 
ng out his life in a consumption for three year3 
imMTc his death. At the general conference 
Nrhen he was. almost gone, he said he was resign- 
54 to the will of God, and felt his soul happv in 
be love of God. He died in Baltimore in June 
1800. 

Notwithstanding we took more preachers into 
the travelling connection thU year, than we lost 
out of it, I cbnsidered ourselves not as well sup- 
^fied as we were before : for we had only taken 
in young preachers ; and many of them that had 
located were old and successful labourers in the 
ministry, and wer^ well qualified to guide the 
Lord's flock. 

We added to the society this year 3543 mem- 
bers, which was very encouraging to those who 
laboured and travelled night and day for the sal- 
vation of precious souls. 

That tne reader may see where our societies 
are most numerous, and where we have prosper- 
ed most in tlie past year, I will insert the follow- 
ing account. The first row of figures against 
each state, shows how many there are in society 
in] that state ; and the next fibres «how how 
many each state has gained or k>s<^ in the course 
of the past yean 

States. No. Gained, 

Georgia - - - 16S6 1?1 

South-Carolina^ - 4682 25 

Korth-Carolina - «47% ^% 



^ A SfiORT fllSTOJlY v - 


States. 


Ko. 1 


Virginia - . 


13390 


^Tennessee *. - 


743 


Kentucky^ . - 


1741 


Maryland 


12046 


Delaware 


2493 


Pennsylvania 
New Jersey - 


3187 lo 


3030 


New- York 


6363 


Connecticut 


1671 


Rhode Island^ 


227 


Massachusetts 


1677 


New-Hampshire 
Province oi Maine 


171 


1197 


Vermoiit 


1096 


Ohio . . 


257 


Katchees 


60 


Upper Canada 

» ■ 


936 



In air 64894 

This year we had 156 travelling elde 
iheir names were printed in the annual : 
in regular rotation : the oldest travelling f 
was set down first^ and the next oldest^ 
Wer^ found on the minutes, was set dow 
and 60 on till the youiigest elder was ,s< 
last. But those who had beep part of thi 
located, were all entered at the bottom of 
with this t mark lo each name, that they 
known from the rest of the elders> 

There was an alteration made in the & 
tion and answer, in the annual minutes tl 
and it was pHnted thus r 

Q. 6. " Who are the Bishops ? 

A. " Thomas Coke, Francis Asburj-, ] 
Whatcoat/' 

This year we heU our third regular 
conference p which begaum ^^WIvkvw^ ws 
dajr of May , and conWwxed xxxitiX ^V^ v 
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We had 119 preachers present, who were regu- 
lar members of that conference. 

Some time previous to^ the meeting of the 
preachers in that conference, Mr. Asburv had 
siAd that when they met he would resign his of- 
fice as superintendant of the Methodist connec- 
tion, and would take his seat in the conference on 
a level with the elders. He wrote to several of 
the preachers in different parts of the connection, 
and informed them of his intention ; and engaged 
other preachers to write to their brethren in the 
ministry, and to inform them of his intention to 
resign. Withal, he wrote his resignation with an 
intention to deliver it in to the conference as soon 
as they met, and to have it read in their first meet- 
ing. He said, he was so weak and feeble both in 
lody and mind, that he was not able to go through 
the fatigues of his oi&ce. 

When conference met and proceeded to busi- 
ness, they first took up Mr. Asbury's case thus, 
Q. " Whereas Mr. Asbury has signified his in- 
tention of riesigning his official station in our 
church on account of his weakness of body, what 
is the sense of the conference on this occasion ? 

A. 1. " The general conference consider them- 
selves under many and great obligations to Mr. 
Asbury for the many and great services which he 
has rendered to this connection. 
. 2. " This conference do earnestly entreat Mr. 
Asbury for a continuation of his services as one 
of the general superintendants of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, as far as his strength will per- 
mit.'^ 

Mr. Asbury told the conference, that he was 
still feeble both in body and mind, but was much 
better than he had been for some time before ; 
and notwithstanding he had been inclined to re- 
sign his office^ he now felt wiWyu^Xq ^o ^\!cj "^ysv^i^ 

X 2 
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he could to serve the connection^ and that the 
conference might require of him. 

Dr. Coke then obtained liberty to return to Eu- 
rope again, upon the condition tnat he should r^ 
turn to America as soon as his business wonldit 
low ; or^ at farthest, by the next geneneil confe 
rence. 

We then had the following questions and u- 
swcrs : — 

Q. ** Whereas it appears, that Mr. Asbaryli 
weakness of body will not admit of his travelling 
as extensively through the United States as tke 
situation of the connection requires, whatforther 
help will this conference afford him? 

A, " Another bishop shall be elected and con 
sccrated. 

Q. '< In what manner shall the votes for tir 
election of a bishop be taken ? 

A. '' By ballot.''^ 

There was then a lengthy debate respectinf te 
powers the new bishop should possess. Sine 
were of the opinion that he ought to actundertbe 
direction of the old bishop, and be governed by 
him ; but it was finally determined that they should 
be on an equal footing, and be joint superintend- 
ants. 

The conference then proceeded to vote fora 
bishop : On the first balloting, no one had a ma- 
jority. They balloted a second time, and the tel- 
lers reported that there was a tie between Rich- 
ard Whatcoat and Jesse Lee. They proceeded 
to a third ballot, when Richard Whatcoat was 
declared to be duly elected by a majority of foor 
votes. 

On the 18th of May 1800, Richard Whatcoat 

was ordained a bishop, by the laying on of hands, 

iyr Dv. Coke, Mr. Asbury » usi^ %^\s\^ ^^ Ihe El- 
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*' At this conference it was agreed to raise the 

allowance of the travelling preachers, &c. four 

dollars in each quarter ; which will amount to 

j/PBO per year, instead of sixty-four. We also 

.agreed to make some allowance for the children 

orpreachers, and for orphans. The whole of the 

following riegulations were formed at that time : 

-1. <^ That theanBual allowance of the travelling 
preachers shall be eighty dollars, and their tra- 
Telling expences. 

S. "The annual alio wance of the wives of tra- 
Tellin^ preachers shall be eighty dollars. 

3. *^ That each child of a travelling preacher 
shall be allowed fourteen dollars annually to the 

[e of seven years, and twenty -four dollars annu- 

ly from the age of seven to fourteen years.-^ 
Nevertheless, this rule shall not apply to the chil- 
dren of preachers whose families are provided for 
by other means in their circuits respectively. 

^^ The allowance of the superannuated, worn- 
eat, and sapemumerary preachers, shall be eigh- 
ty dollars annually. 

' " The annual allowance of the wives of super- 
annuated, worn-out, and supernumerary preach- 
ers shall be eighty dollars. 

" The annual allowance of the widows of tra- 
velling, superannuated, worn-out, and supernu- 
merary preachers, shall be eighty dollars. 

" The orphans of travelling, superannuated, 
worn-out, and superntimerary preachers, shall be 
allowed by the annual conferences, if possible, by. 
such ineans as they can devise, sixteen dollars 
annually.'' 

There was a plan laid for raising supplies for 
ihe above allowances ; part of the plan had been 
in use before, and part of it was entirely new.— 
"What we i^alled The Preachers^ Fundj or the 
preachers^ i^ub^criptions to tbe fcmdL^ vi\svOdl ^v^ 
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generally two dollars a year, was to be appliet 
that purpose : also, the monies which were 
counte^d for to the annual conferences for mar 
es. Alid whatever surplus of money was in 
ands of the stewards, after paying their cin 
preachers, all the public collections, which ev 
preacher that had the charge of a circuit wa^ 
make, were to be brought to the conference. 
public collection was to be made at every ann 
conference ; which, together with the profits s 
sing from the chartered fund, &c. w^as to be i 
plied for the purpose of making up the allowani 
of the preachers^ their wives, widows and cl 
dren. 

The conference then gave the following dir 
tions for building or renting dwelling-houses 
the use of married travelling preachers : 

1. '^ It is recommended by the general cod 
rcnce, to the travelling preachers, to advise ^ 
friends in general to purchase a lot of grounl' 
each circuit, and to build a preacher's house tiie 
on, and to furnish it with at least heavy furnitoi 
and to settle the same on trustees appointed 
the official members of the quarterly- meeting, \ 
cording to the de d of settlement published in ( 
Form of Discipline. 

2. " The general conference recommend tol 
country circuits, in cases where they are notal 
to comply with the above request, to rent a hoi 
for the married preacher and his family, (wl 
such are stationeu upon their circuits respective 
and that the annvial conference do assist to ms 
up the rents of such houses as far as they a 
when the circuit cannot do it/^ 

The conference elected Lemuel Green, a 
Henry Foxall, trustees of the chartered fund, 
the room of John Dickins, deceased^ and Con 
Ikis Comegys, resigned. 
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There was a small alteration made in the rule 
for trying our members, and the private mem- 
bers infdiure were to judge whether the accused 
person was guilty or not, of the crime charged 
ipon him ; and after the society had found him 
piilty, the officiating preacher was to pass sen- 
euce on him ticcordmg to the rules laid down in 
he form of our discipline. But in ease the preach- 
st should differ in judgment from the society re- 
ipeeting the innocency or guilt of the accused 
>erson, he might refer the business to the next 
laarterly-meeting where it should be determined. 

Until this time our preachers were to give an 
icconnt of all the private gifts they received, whe- 
ther it were money, cloatoing, or any thing else, 
towards their support ; and it was to ge in part of 
Iheir quarterage, or else it was to be applied t6 
make lip the deficiencies of the other preact^ers at 
Hie next conference. At this conference it wai 
agreed, the preacher might receive any present, 
and not give an account thereof. 

It was now determined that there should be 
•even annual conferences, and that of I^ew-Eng- 
land should be divided. That one should be can- 
ed the NewrEn^and. Conference, and the other 
the New- York Conference : and the bounds for 
each was fixed. It was then said. ^^Let each an- 
nual conference pay it's proportionable pdrt to- . 
ward the allowances of thebishops.'^ This was 
the first time that a. regular plan was laid for the 
support of the bishops ; formerly the bishop re- 
ceived the greater part of his support from private 
friends ; and the deficiency was generally made 
up by particular societies. 

Another rule was made in the words following: 
^^ A record of the proceedings of each Annual 
Conference, shall be kept by a secret^.rY cVv^s^w 
for that purpose ; and a copy ot O^t s-ivdi ^^^^\^ 
ib^ll be sept to tii^ General Coufcr^xvc^?* 
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We also formed a ne^ rale respecting the ntj 
general conference, which was in the words fol 
lowing : '^ No preacher shall have a right to t 
as a member in the next general conference, an 
less he is in full connection, and has been a in 
veiling preacher four years." Previous to thi 
time all our preacheps who had been admitted in 
to full connection, were entitled to a seat in th 
general conference, although they might have tn 
veiled only two years. - 

There was a new rale formed respecting the<H 
dination of coloured, or black people, to theoffic 
of Deacons, among us, which is in tne followin 
words : " The bishops have obtained leave b; 
the suffrages of tlie general conference, to ordai) 
local deacons of our Atrican brethren in place 
where they have built a house or houses &r ft 
worship of God ; provided they have a perM 
among them qualified for that office, and ne OM 
obtain an election of two-thirds of the male m* 
bers of the society to which he belongs, and are 
commendation from the minister who has tb 
charge, and from his fellow-labourers in the ci^ 
or circuit." Dated May 20, 1800. 

This rule is at present but little known amon 
the Methodist preachers themselves, owingto it' 
having never 'been printed ; yet it is a regoh 
rule which has been standing for nine^yem.- 
When the rule was formed, there were many< 
the preachers, especially from the southern state 
that were much opposed to it ; bat a majorit|r < 
the preachers voting for it, it was carried : son 
that were opposed, moved that it should not l 
printed in our Form of Discipline, and a vote ( 
the conference was obtained to enter it on tl 
journals only, and most of the preachers were 0| 
posed to it's being made public. Richard ADei 
0f PhU&delphx^ , was otdivu^dk ^ ^^^x^xk^Yvtl: 
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11th day of Jane, 1799, and was the first Coloured 
man that was ever ordained by the Methodists in 
the United States. Several others have since 
beeo ordained in New- York and Philadelphia, 
ftnd one from Lynchburg^ in Virginia. As the 
rale has not been known in general among our 
|ireachers, I have thought it proper to give it this 
poblication. 

We appointed the next general conference to 
be in the city of Baltimore, on the sixth day of 
May, 1804. 

"While the general conference was sitting in 
Baltimore, the preachers were very useful in the 
beginning of a glorious revival of religion in that 
place. And at the close, the preachers parted in 
|(reatpeace and love, and sat out for th«ir stations 
in di£^rent parts of the United States. 

The revival of religion which took place in 
Baltimore during the conference, began particu^ 
larljr in Old Town, where the people held meet- 
ing in a private house, and some of the preachers 
attended them in the afternoon of each day. Se- 
veral were converted. The work then began to 
spread, and souls were converted in the different 
meeting-houses, and in different private houses, 
both by day and by night. The old christians 
were wonderfiilly stirred up to cry to God more 
earnestly, and the preachers that tarried in town 
for a few days were all on fire of love. Such a 
time o( refreshing from the presence of the Lord 
had not been felt in that town for some years. 
'Hie young people were greatl/ alarmecf, and 
many of them were changed from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God. 

Aoout two weeks after the close of the' general 
conference, we held our annual conference at 
Dock Creek cross-roads ; and a eood xck^tq ^^.v^sft. 
ycuag converts, and of the oVd cW\^l\asi% S^twsw 
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Baltimore came over to that meeting. It a( 
ed to be a place highly favoured of the Lore 
a wonderful display of the divine power wai 
seen among the oeople^ and many souls 
brought into the liDerty of the children of * 
a short time/ The conference sat in a f 
room, while the local preachers, the young i 
ling preachers, and otner people were alma^i 
tinually engaged in carrying on the meetii 
the meetinghouse, and in private . houses, 
one time, the meeting in the meeting-house 
tinued without intermission for 45 hours, \ 
was almost two days and nights. Whei 

Ereachers attended to preach, tne people tri 
e as quiet as possible till the sermon was ei 
but some times thev would break out in 

t raises to God, so that the speaker could i 
card : and when they- were silent till th 
men was ended, they commonly gave v< 
their full hearts immediately, and in a fe^ 
nutes the house would ring with the soi 
praise. Thus they continued day and night, 
of the people when they were almost woi 
would go home in the evening or at midnigb 
take a little sleep, and then as soon as 
awoke, they would hurry off to meeting ags 
any hour of the night. Many of the sail 
well as sinners would tremble, shake, an 
helpless on the floor, and remain in that con 
for a considerable time. They continued 
delightful frame during the sitting of the c 
ence, which lasted almost a week : during 
time there were but few hours together, in 
there was no one converted. Many peopli 
converted in private houses when by thems 
or when they were at prayer in the family. 
Vteve I B^ver saw before, for so many day« 
/Aer, such a glorious wotV. ol Go^^^xA %^ 
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'Ought to the knowledge of Godby thefor- 
of their sins. I think there were at least 
converted at that place, in the course of 
Ic. From that time and place^the heavenly 
*ead through the Eastern Shore of Mary. 
d the lower counties of the Delaware 
an uncommon manner. The preachers 
le carried the fire of love with them to 
3rent circuits^and places of abode. Thou- 
people will have cause to bless God for 
erencc. * 

the same time there was a most remarka- 
xl of religion in the western country, both 
;ssee, and Kentucky states ; such a work 
ever been seen in that part of the world, 
first settling of the country. 
3se the Methodist connection hardly ever 
3h a time of a general revival of religion 
the whole of their circuits, as they had 
; latter part of the year 1800. 
ork of the Juord which began at Duel; 
ossroads, at the conference in June, had 
sifect on the inhabitants^ that 117 persons, 
)out that little village, joined our society 
irse of a few day? ; and the greater part 
lad been converted within a few weeks, 
r societies in that neighbourhood, there 
asiderable ingathering of precious souls ; 
y stubborn sinners were conquered and 
both in heart ^nd life. The work of the 
itinucdto sprearland revive on the East-, 
e throughout the summer and aytumn. 
m revived very much in Philadelphia^ 
he latter part of the year, and many 
re happily converted ; and our societic;^ 
isidcrably increased. 

member, by a letter from. WlUoxv "Vte.!^^ 
Baltimore, 1 was inforrcveA. Cwet^ \»^^ 

Y 
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been a great revival ofreligion in that city, andia 
some of the neighbouring circuits. In Frederick 
circuit about three hundred and thirty-two had 
])rotesscd to find peace with God, through oar , 
L«ord Jesus Christ in the course of a few months, 
in Montgomery circuit three hundred and thirfjr 
had professed to be converted since the first « 
last ^lay, and the work was still increasing, and 
going on with speed in both the above mentioned 
circuits. In Baltimore the work was still ffoingi 
on, and they had great and good times. In tbrt 
ford circuit there had been about sixty soalf 
brought to the Lord, and the work was still live^ 
ly. From this account we may see how the peo- 
ple were favoured of the Lord in the western 
{)arts of ^Maryland. Truly we may say the Lord 
las no respect to persons ; but in every nation be 
that fearetn him, and worketh righteousnesi if 
accepted of him. 

There was also a gracious work of God inihe < 
state of Vermont, and in other parts of Kcw- 
England ; some of our preachers wrote thatatt 
quarterly meeting held in Vershire,the Lord wtf 
present indeed ; several found the l^ord, and 
others, who had already believed, were over- 
whelmed with the power of God. About fiftf 
members had been added in Essex circait, whicn 
extended into, and included part of the British do- 
minions, (Lower Canada); tnere were upwards of 
eighty members added to the society, and the 
greater part of them professed and evidenced a 
change wrought by grace. 

In Plattsburg circuit, which lies on the west 
side of Lake Champlain, there was a singular dis- 
play of God's converting and sanctifying power 
among the people, and about sixty members were 
added to the society. 
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The revival reached to some parts of Ncw- 
Elampsbire state. There was a good prospect in 
Landaff circ£iit ; there had been about sixty mem- 
bers added to the society, and the work was still 
increasing. 

There was a good revival in Chesterfield cir- 
edit, and particularly in Charlton ; where many 
people had been converted, and about forty mem- 
pers added to the society. 

In Pittsiield circuit there was a good ingntlicr- 
ing of preciou9 souls to Christ, and to his church ; 
tt a quarterly meeting held in the latter part of the 

J ear, some of the wicked and the wise fell to the 
oor. Some were converted, and six professed 
lanctification. About seventy members were ad- 
ded to the society, and the work was enlarging^ 
and in a flourishing way. 

In Granville circuit there was a revival of re- 
ligion, and especially in Westfield and Chester^ 
andthe soeieties were much increased. 

In some parts of Connecticut, religion prosper- 
ed very much ; and in Tolland circuit there was a 
good revival : at a quarterly meeting held for that 
place, they had a great and good time. The meet- 
ing which began on Saturday, continued until 
three o'clock on Sunday morning, and the vv^ork 
spread in different directions. Upwards of sixty 
members joined the society. 

The work was very prosperous in New-Lon- 
don^ and some souls were happily changed from 
nature to grace. Indeed, there was a greater 
work of the Lord in the conversion of souls in 
that part of Ncw-England, than had ever been 
known among the Methodists in those parts of 
the country. 

In 1801 we had seven conferences : 

The l62d conference was held in Cambden^ S. 
C. on the ist of January 1801. 
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The l63d, at Dramgoole's, in Brans' 
the 9th of April.(») 

The 164th^ at Ilolstein, on the 1st of H 

The 165th, at Pipe Creek, (Maryland 
la of May. 
• The 166th, in Philadelphia, on the 1st 

The lC7th, in New-York, on the 16th 

The 168tb^ in Lynn, near Boston, on 
ef July. 

At these conferences, we took in sevi 
eireuits, Hanover \n New-Hampshire ; - 
in Vermont ; Ottawa ami Erit in Canad 

We took on trial upworde of 50 3'oan J 
«rs ; nnd Io8tS6 uat of the travelling eOn 
^ located, and 4 died. Those who di 
James Toliison, Abraham Andrews, 
VVceks, and Charles Burgoon. 

1. James Toliison was a native of Sou 
Una. He travelled and preached betwc 
and ten years ; in which time be preacl 
Georgia to New-York. He posses8< 
gifts, and was a man of an excellent und 
ing r He was pious, and uniform in his i 
ciepcrtr^r.nt. He was much beloved w 
travelled, both by tIiepre«chors and peo[; 
died in Portsmouth, Virginia, of tiie ye 
ver, in August 1800. He manifested g 
signationto the will of God in bis aiSictic 
speared to have a lively sense of the love 
at the close of life. He made his wiH an< 
he possessed to the Methodist preacher 
clothes were brought to the next confer 
Virginia, and given to the travelling prcj 

(a) Thif conference was appointed on the ist day of Api 
biihops said they forgot the time, and directed the preache 
their appointments beforehand, so as to brpg them to ooz 
Uie9th of April. 
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ik. Abraliani Andrews was a native of Eng- 
land. He came to America in 1796, and was 
permitted to travel and preach among us. lie 
lUed in August 1800, in tiie sixty-sixth year of his 

3. Salathiel Weeks was a native of Prince 
George county, Virginia. He laboured faithful- 
ly in the ministry for several years, till hisconsti- 
tatioD failed, and he fell into a consumption ; un- 
der which complaint he languished for a few 
years, and then died in November ISOO, at his own 
house. 

4. Charles Burgoon was a native of Maryland. 
He was of a dejected spirit, and often laboured 
nnder peculiar trials. He was much aiQicted 
with various diseases, and for several years lii^« 

Sered out his life iti weakness and affliction ; sni^d 
ied in peace, in the latter part of the year 1800. 
We added this year 7980 members to our so- 
ciety. The great revival of religion which took 
place last summer, and continued throughout the 
year, was now to be discovered in the great in- 
crease of our number. We had no return made 
of the number in Kentucky, Tennessee, or Rhode 
Island states ; so that we inserted in our annual 
minutes this year, the same numbers that were en- 
tered for those states in the precedinff year. We 
were sensible that a large number had been ad- 
ded to our society in the western states, Kentucky 
and Tennessee, but as the returns did not come 
to hand we could not do otherwise than take the 
old number. 

During this year, 1801, the work of God spread 
and revived greatly in most parts of our connec- 
tion ; but our societies increased more in Mary- 
land and Delaware states, than in any of the 
other states. However, the work was pretty ge- 
oeral ; and by letters written from different parts 

y 2 
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of the United States, we were asi 
continued to prosper throughout t! 
The worlc of tne Lord prospe 
some parts of New-Hampshire an 
year also : one preacher says, ^^ L: 
New-Hampshire is all in a flam 
one hundred have been converted ^ 
work goes on still in a most glorio 
Chesterfield circuit near one hun 
ed our society, and the prospect i 
it has been. In Vershire circui 
there is a good work: more tha 
have joined society, and the pow< 
is remarkably displayed ; many f 
' overwhelmed with the power ot th 
thersfield circuit has been gra 
ground the whole year, and now i 
freshing are come from the presen 
In the town of Athens we had 
time : the power of the Lord was j 
and eighty-three joined society tha 
there was no society there before. 

In the latter part of May there 
^called an annual meeting, held at 
ware state, which continued for se 
ended on the last day of the mo 
•time the Lord wrought wonders in 
converting precious souls. On ih 
ineeting about one hundred and tl 
white and black were joined in ; 
more went from that blessed meet 
conviction, and earnestly groani 
lion in the blood of Jesus. 

There was a good work of Go 
and through the Baltimore distric 
ded several circuits. It was si 
preachers, that upwards of one 

wen converted iu that distucX \\) 
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few monthd^ Ih Annapolis, whicb Is the seat 
of govcmment, there was a very g<eat display of 
•the power and love of God, and^i^ny souls were 
converted, and added to the Society. 

About this time Camp Meetings were first in- 
troduced. But I never pould learn whether they 
began in the upper /^rts of South- Carolina, in 
Teooessee, or in Kentucky. However, I believe 
they took plac<> through necessity, and without 
•design : and <^^ there was no plan laid for them 
in the be^^nning. In the new parts of the coun- 
try, where the people were but thinly settled, 
tb^ft'C were such crowds of people collected toge- 
Iher, that no house -could hold them, and there 
•were not neighbours enough to entertain them. 
The ministers were obliged to preach in the 
woods, and some of the people to lodge on the 

S round in order to be at the meetings the next day. 
ometimes they had meetings for three or four 
days together, and on some occasions where the 
work of the Lord was uncommonly powerful, and 
souls were under deep distress, the meeting would 
continue all night without intermission. In some 
cases^persons were struck down by the power of 
God, and lay helpless most part of the night and 
could not be taken away. In such cases minis- 
ters and people felt it their duty to tarry with their 
friends, and to encourage and pray with such as 
were under distress. After awhile, the people 
expecting to be detained all night at some of their 
great meetings, began to prepare some kind of 
tents, made out of cloth, or bushes, and carried 
provisions with them, in order that they might 
tarry both day and night at the place of meeting, 
without being a burden to any one ; and without 
being altogether exposed to the night air, or to 
the weather when it was wet or disagreeable. 
Aa it became more common to make such !j|ce^^- 



ration for ertcamping, and the people saw the 
good effcctb of staj lug together, ana keeping np 
uie meetiag tttough the night, where there was 
» particular in auie station olthe divine prcser^g' 
it was thought proi-r to advise the people (<> coma 
prepared so to tariy. in some cases '-ablicBi. 
tice was given, for the [nople to con-,e f^ mecliM 
pre^wred to lodge on the gru,nd, ar^d to brine pro^ 
viBion both for man and beast,*^^^ ^f, nrieht i»y I 
together three or four days, unci ^alt upon the 
l^ord continually. As tl.e people w we invited loj 
come and to eocam;;, on the ground, they soos] 
give those meeti'.igs the distinguishing naw«rfl 
CAMP-MiiETlNGS. After that, when (hJ 
"name of a Camp-Meeting was heard of, the peo 
pie knew what provision was necessary to bi 
, made f'or that purpose. 

In Qur annual minutes for this year we pubtiil- 
ed the number of Methodists in Europe ut 
Ajnerica ; which was as follows ; 

In Europe, - - 109^ 

In Nova-Scotia, Newfoundland, and 
the West-Indies, - 13,667 

III the United States and Canada, 72,874 



Total in Europe and America 196,503 
Mr. Wesley first began to form societies in 1738, 
which may be considered as the first regular lo- 
-ciettes of the Methodists that were establishe<i 
From that time they have 'spread and increased 
in the course of sixty-two years to an unexpected 
number, as may be seen in the preceding slate- 
~ ment. I 

The following table will shew the iuerease, ami 1 
decrease of the Methodists in each state for fi« 
years past, viz. from 1796 to 1801. ' 

^ States. in 1796 in 1801 , 

Georgm MMl^ wMtLJ 
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'tates. 


in vrm 


in 180 1 


h-Caro1iDa 


3659 


4644 


h- Carolina 


8713 


8114 


nessee 


546 


743 


;inia 


13779 


19660 


tucky 
yland 


1760 
12416 


1741 
J55d4 


.ware 


U228 


4123 


isylvania 


3011 


S8S8 


^.Jersey 
r.York . 


2351 
4044 


3159 
7034 


tiecticut 


1050 


1667 


le-Island 


220 


387 


sachusetts 


- • 824 


1665 


"-Hampshire 
'ince of Maine 


68 
357 


534 

isse 


nont 




160r 


;h West Territory, 
lio state 


since 


366 


ihees 


> 


80 


ada 


474 


1169 




56,664 




72^4 
56,664 



Total increase in five years 16,210 
102 we bad the established number of con* 
!9, 7 in all. One alteration took place, 
was that the western conference was held 
atter part of the preceding year. 
169th conference MPas held at Ebeneser, in 
ssee, on the ist of October 1801. . 
i70th,ia Cambden,S. C. on the 1st of Ja- 
1802. 

171st, at Salem meeting-hoase, on the 1st 
ch. 

172d, in Baltimore, on the 1st of April. 
173d, in Philadelphia, on the IstofMa.'^. 
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The 174tli, in New- York, on the 1st of June. 

The 175th, at Monmouth, in the Provincc'c 
Elaine, on the 1st of July. 

From the first to the last of these conference: 
was 9 months, which made it more inconveuieu 
for the preachers to get the annual minutes am 
circulate them among tlic people^ than it had beei 
for some years before. 

At these conferences we took in several nev 
circuits : Broad Rivcr^ in Georgia ;. Fredericks 
burg, in Virginia ; West Wheeling, near the Ohii 
river ; Broad- Kiln and St. Martins, on the East 
ern Shore ; Dauphin, in Pennsylvania ; Cape 
May, in New-Jersiey ; Ulster and Weston^ h 
New- York ; Adams and Grand Isle, in the Pitta 
field district ; Athens, in the New -London dis 
trict ; Lunenburg, Bridgewafer, and Woodstock 
in Vershire district ; Poplin,\i\ Ne w- Hampshire j 
Hallowell and Falmouth, in the Province d 
Maine. Our borders were greatly enlarged tto 
year ; we took in many new circuits, and divide! 
several of the old ones : and somie change was 
made in the names of others. 

I have been under the necessity of mentioning 
the names of some of the new circuits as belong- 
ing to particular districts, without being able to 
tell what state they were in: owing to a change 
in the form of the annual minutes. For some 
years back we took the numbers in society by 
states, and this year for the first time they wereta* 
ken by districts ; of course we cannot tell how 
many members we have in each state. 

We admitted on trial near 70 young preacliers 
this year, which was a pretty good supply for all 
our circuits. We lost 8 preachers only out of the 
travelling connection, and each of them located. 
^We wcro more favoured in this particular than 
»ve hai^ been for'a long time-, so few located: 
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and there was not a death among all the itinerant 
preachers. 

We added 13,860 members to our society this 
year. This was the most prosperous year that 
the Methodists had ever seen in the United 
States. However, there was one year, 17S0, in 
which we added almost 500 more ; but the num- 
ber of young preachers this year was considera- 
bly greater; and withal, we kept so many of the 
old preachers in the work, that we might well say 
The Lord is our helper and we will not fear. 

The work had spread through the middle 
states from the time of holdinjj our general confer- 
ence in 1800, and had been gonig on for some time 
in Kentucky and Tennessee states. There was 
scarcely any part of the country where the Metho- 
dist preachers travelled and laboured, in which 
there was not a revival of religion, 
■ The accounts given in the news -papers and in 
private letters, both by ministers and private 
christians, of the number of souls converted at 
Camp-Meetings, and other meetings, far exceed- 
ed any thing of the kind that I had ever heard of 
before in. the United States. 

In the south parts of Virginia where our socie- 
ties had been kept in confusion for some years, by 
a divisive party that separated from us ; even 
there the Lord was pleased to pour out his Spirit 
Dpon the people, and to cause Zion to lift up her 
drooping head. Old Christians became closely 
united ; and many sinners were brought into the 
favour and love of God. In that revival, it was 
remarkable to see what a number of young people 
who had been brought up by religious parents, 
were brought under serious impi*essions, and af- 
terwards happily converted. 

We had very pleasing accounts of the prosperi- 
ty of religion from various places. A.\^l\s.\ vt^xsw 
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Soulh-Carolina inrormed us, that the sacred flame 
was spreading through Georgia and South-Caro- 
lina, and that hundreds of sinners bad been awa- 
kened and converted in the course of half a year. 
At that time, what we now call Camp-lVIttt- 
ings were frequently called General- Meetings; j 
and in some cases the Methodist, Prcsbyteron, ' 
and Baptist ministers would all unite in carrjiog • 
on the san>e meetin;;. The same letter says, that j 
in June the Methodists held a general meetingat j 
the Hanging Rock, where they had fifteen ixiinif- I 
ters, some of them were Methodists, and the J 
others Presbyterians and Baptists; about three I 
thousand people attended with them. The work I 
of the Lord began on Friday night. The preach- r 
ers were singing, praying, or preaching all night 
Saturday evening it began again ; and on Sabbith 
evening, at the close of the sacrament, someldl 
to the earth beneath the power of the I^ord ; the 
work went on, and the meeting continued il 
night. On Monday morning the people agiift 
came together, and began to sing and exhort, and 
the Lord was present. That was the greatest 
time of all. The people were crying for mercy 
on all sides. We judged that twelve or fifteen 
found peace with Go<l. 

About the middle of this year, there was a re- 
markable revival of religion in many parts of 
North -Carolina. High up the Yadkin River the 
work of the Lord was very great, and more or 
less people were frequently converted at public 
preaching. One preacher said he preached as 
often as his strength would admit of, and the 
power of God attended his meetings, and from 
three to four, and sometimes from seven to eight 
were brought into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God, at a meetrng. He formed a society 
at Snow- Creek of about fttv-j xivc,xu\Myc% % ^^^^i&a- 
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thcr in another neighbourhood of about the same 
number. One preacher admitted about fifty 
members in going once roubd the Yadkin circuit. 

At a quarterly meeting in Guilford circuit in 
May^ between forty and fifty persons professed to 
be converted in the course of that meeting. And 
at another quarterly meeting held at Hickory 
Mountvain meeting house, in the month of June, in 
Haw^River circuit, they had the greatest time of 
the power and presence of God, that they had ever 
seen at that place. 

The Lord wrought wonders in the state of Vir- 
ginia in the course of that year. ' At a quarterly 
meeting held at Mabry's chapel in the spring of 
the year, we had about ten persons converted. 
At Merrit's chapel there were thirteen who pro- 
fessed to find favour with the Lord. The hea- 
vens dropped down righteousness upon the people 
in Greensville circuit, and at the quarterly meet- 
ing held at a meeting house, called the Bairn^ we 
had twelve who said they were converted. . In 
Sussex circuit, it was supposed that one hun- 
dred were brought into the liberty of God's chil- 
dren in the space of six weeks. This great work 
began at Jones's chapel at a quarterly meeting, 
where sixteen souls professed to find peace with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In the latter part of the year, there was a re- 
markable revival of religionin Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth. This work began principally by the la- 
boars of Mr. John Chalmers, a local preacher, 
fi'om Baltimore, who visitea that place, and 
preached for a short time, and had private meet- 
ings with the people ; from which time souls were 
awakened, and many of them happily changed 
both in heart and life. 

There is an account given of a mcetivi^ Held ia 
Rockingham, which continued ivixit ^l^.-^^ %^\ix«v%^ 

z 
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that memorable week, business Was who 
pended, and both merchants and mediani 
up their shops, and little else was otten* 
but waiting upon the Lord ; and there 
constant croud of people from the countr 
Sunday, the last .day of the meeting, the w 
opened for the people to ioin society^ and oi 
dred and seVen offered themselves ; most o: 
lived in, or near the town. The number < 
who lived at a distance, and shared in tb 
cious visitation, has not been ascertained 
is probable it bore a proportion to those 
town. 

At Alexandria there was a great out.j: 
of the Spirit upon the inhabitants of the cit 
a quarterly meeting held at Christmas, the;^ 
the siege, which lasted sixteen days, during 
time, on a moderatecalcoiation,onehundre< 
peace with God ; and one hundred and tei 
ed our society. This work was principally 
the young people. 

There was a wonderful display of the go 
of God in the conversion of precious souls 
ferent parts of Maryland. The preachers 
about one hundred and fifly persons iq ( 
circuit, in the course of three months, anc 
were converted every time the preachers 
round. Ten or twelve white people and 
twenty blacks, found peace at a quarterly 
ing. 

There was what the people called an s 
meeting, held in Dover, Delaware state, 
began on Friday night the fifth of June, an 
tinued till the next Friday morning, anc 
broke up a little before the break of day ; at 
time and place many precious souls wen 
awakened^ and happily converted to God» 
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The work of God spread and prevailed much 
in the Ohio state, and one of the preachers said 
4hat their congregations were large in general, 
and in places where formerly fifty persons made 
a respectable congregation, a thousand was then 
"bat a tolerable gathering. At a quarterly meet- 
ing held near the Miami, the Lord was with the 
people of a truth, and many souls were brought to 
the Knowledge of God. . We may say^ this work 
is of God, and ve cannot overthrow it. 
- In 1803 we had 7 conferences, b^t one of them 
was held in October in the preceding year ; but 
was entered on the minutes for that year. 

The 176th conference was held at Cumberland^ 
in Tennessee, on the 2d of October 1802. 
' The 177th^ itk Camden, on the 1st of January 
1803. 

The 178th, at Drumgoole's, Virginia^on the 1st 
0f March. 
The 179th, in Baltimore, on the 1st of April. 
The 180th, at Duck-Creek cross-roads^ oo the 
Ist of May. 

Theldlst, in Boston, on tfaaSd Thursday in 
Jone. 

The 182d, at Ashgrove, on the 1st of July. 
* ' There were iseveral new circuits taken in this 
year. 

In the Western conference, tftey changed the 
names of some of the circuits, and left out Cum- 
berland, 6reen, and Russel, and entered the fol- 
lowing ones, Nolleehuckyy French-Broad, 
Clinchy PoweVs Valley^ Nashville, Red-River 
and Bdr)ren. 

In the South- Carolina conference Sandy -Ri- 
ver. 

In Baltimore conference, Deerfield^ near the 
Obio^ 
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In Philsidelphia conference, they loft out Mo- 
liawk, and Oneida, and entered Liftlctoriy Otse- 
go, Blacl:.Rivcry Westmoreland, JPompty,9Xii 
Ontario. 

In New-York conference, they took m Que- 
bec, Montreal, and St, JohnSy all lying in Cana^ 
da ; and Ashburnham in New London district. 

in New. England conference .they took intwe 
circuits, Bristol and Boivdoinham, both of them 
were in the province of Maine. 

We took about 50 young preachers ontrial-this 
year ; and wc lost 18 out of the travelling. conneci- 
tion : li located, and 4 died, namiely Lewis Htmi^ 
Edmund Waymaiiy John Leach, and Anthony 
Turk, 

1. Lewis Hunt was a native of Virginia. He 
travelled principally in Kentucky, and the Ohio* 
states. He was said to be ti usefaJl preadber 
while he travelled. A few weeks before V$ 
death, he returned to his father's in Fleming copl* 
ty, Kentucky, where hfe died. of a consui»ptioi),iB 
apparent possession of an assured peape with 
God, and a calm and tranquil mind, on Ite 9fy ^ 
December l80i. 

2. Edmund Waynaan was born on the. West- 
ern Shore of Maryland. He died in Hampshire 
county, Virginia, on the 21st day of April Jftfi. 
He was in the travelling connection about #vc 
years. During his last illness he said but little, 
but appeared to possess great tranquillity ofmind, 
and died in peace. He was about forty years oW. 

3. John Leach was a native of Burlin^op couc* 
ty in New Jersey. He was an itinerant preacher 
about five years. He was a pious circumspiect 
christian ; and a minister of good abilities, and 
waii acceptable and useful in his preaching. The 
two last years of his life he laboured under gicat 

and Ilea vy afflict ions , wYue\v\\^\iOT^ \V\\\\ ^eat pa- 
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tiehce. lie died of the dropsy ijn October i8D2. 
He left the world in great peace. 

4. Anthony Turk was a native of New York 
state, and descended froip the Low-Dutch. He 
was a zealous indefatigable preacher ; subject to 
^eat afflictions, and peculiar trials. -He express^ 
cd some time before his death, and in his last ill- 
ness, an increasing sweetness in communion 
mth God. His last sickness was short and se- 
vere, but he gave great marks of patience, re- 
signation and victory in death, to tncm who at- 
tended him. He departed this life March 13th^ 
1803, in Freehold circuit, Monmouth county, 
New Jersey. 

We added 17,336 members to the society this 
Tear, which was a much larger number than wc 
had ever add*din any one year. Our ministers 
tnd people, throughout the connection were un- 
commonly devoted to God ; and much engaged; 
to promote his cause. Camp Meetings were en- 
eouraged in many places ; and attended by ma- 
ny ministers, and oy thousands of. people in the 
lower parts of Virginia and North Carolina ; at 
which seasons the Lord was pleased to visit us 
in a remarkable manner, both saints and sinners, 
old and young people ; so that the mouths of ma- 
ny gainsaycrs were stopped, and the hearts of 
many sinners were touched, and happily chang- 
ed and renewed. 

The first Camp-meeting that was ever held in 
the lower parts of Virginia, was in Brunswick 
£ourity,at a new meeting house, which was nam- 
td CAtiP MCE^iiNG-HOUSE, that it might be re- 
•memt)ered in future, the first Camp-meeting in 
that part of the worlds \vas held at that place. 
The meeting began An the 27th day of May 1803, 
and broke up en the dOtb. During which time 

z2 
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there were upwards of 30 souls who professed a 
real change of heart. 

The next camp-meeting which was held in 
that part of the country, was in the same conn- 
ty, at a meeting house called the Barrij which be- 
gan on the 19th of August, in the «amc year, 
where we had about an hundred souls converted. 

To give a full account of the spread of the gos- j 
pel, and of the revival of religion among us thii I 
year, would exceed the bounds of a short bisto- ^ 
ry. Yet it may be profitable to mention a few 
particulars, that the reader may see in what pla- i 
ccs the Lord was pleased to make known bis | 
goodness, in the salvation of many souls. \ 

In the latter part of the preceding year, in the 
month of October, there was a general camp- 
meeting at a meeting house called Rehoboth,iii 
Warren countv in Georgia. The ground wm * 
opened in an oblong form, having the meetinf- i 
house in the middle. On the second day^ sow j 
were converted to God ; and the work spreii 
through the assembly. Toward the close of the 
meeting it was proposed, that all who had been 
converted during that meeting , should rise up on ^ 
their feet ; when upwards of fifty stood up. It 
was thought that as many as one hundred soalf 
were converted at that meeting. The Lord was 
pleased to favour the people in Georgia in 1803, 
with an uncommon prosperous time m religion 
and many souls were brought to God at public 
and at private meetings. 

Another account says, " At the quarterly 
meetings in Broad river, and in Appalachie cir* 
cuits, there were about thirty or forty converted 
at each place." 

The quarterly meeting at Harris's chapel in 

Washington county was remarkably favoured 

with the presence of VVie L^td. . Couveraions 

were ciear^and powerfuV \ ^vA wssS^xsixk^ i^<q>tXs& 
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BOe hundred professed converting grace at that 
time. 

Jii a camp-meeiing at Stinchcomib's chapel^ for- 
ty or fifty souls found the Lord in the forgiveness 
of their sins. And at the camp-meeting near 
Liberty chapel, many souls v^^ere awakened, and 
about fifty converted. 

This account of the glorious spread of religion, 
wd of so many souls being brought to God, must 
he pleasing to all v^ho love the Lord Jesus Christ 
insincerity. Indeed, Georgia has been a great 
place for relision, from that day to this; and 
.old professors have generally been very lively in 
religion. 

In South- Carolina religion gained ground, 
juid in many places it might be said to be all 
nti a flame. In July, there was a camp-meet^ 
JIk held in Sandy river circuit, which was said 
lo he the greatest time among sinners that some 
rf. them ever saw. On Saturday the Lord 
.began to shake Satan's kingdom in a powerful 
^manner. On Sunday, and Sunday night, the 
power of darkness gave bapk. Many sinners 
•Wexe on the giound crying for mercy, and many 
'believers crying for perfect love. About twenty 
persons found redemption in the blood df Jesus 
at that time. 

. In North' Carolina the work of the Lord spread 
greatly, and was known both among saints and 
sinners, A short account of the camp-meetings 
.in the lower part of that state says, ^^ At the first 
camp-meeting, I suppose there were twenty- seven 
persons converted. Several at the second and 
third, about ten at the fourth, and about sixty- se- 
ven at the lasf 

In Virginia, there was a very great ingathering 
of precious souls. There was a quarterly meet- 
ing in February id Rockingham ciccvivt) ^b^sAi^ 



693 A SHORT HIBTOUV (] 

was held in Harrisonburg, which continnd 
four days andjiights, with but Jittle intermiK 
It was impossible to ascertain core ectij the i 
ber that wfere converted ; but it was iho 
there must have been thirty or upw^r^s. It 
«aidy that three or four hundred were taken 
society there in the course of a few months. 

At a quarterly-meeting held at Sheph 
Town, there were twelve or fifteen souls 
verted. And at Leesburg, where quarterly -i 
ing was held, the Lord was with the peopit 
truth. Some persons pfofessed to be eonv< 
on Saturday, and other* on Sunday. On 
day and Tuesday the preachers went from 
to house to talk to the distr^t^sed, and to sin 
pray with them : and as soon as they would 
to sing and pray, the room wonld be croudei 
the people. On Tuesday and Tuesday 
they were singing, prayiiig and exhortingf< 
teen hours together, in which tinie fifteen 
professed to get Converted. It wds pretty a 
that in the course of this meeting there web 
souls or upwards converted to God. 

There was a quarterly meeting in Wine 
circuity which was held for four days, as a k 
camp-niceting, where the Lord was emi 
present ; and upon a moderate calculation, 
thought that there must have been from fi 
fifty converted. 

There was a gracious stir of religion in] 
royal also, and many souls were converted 
little village" 

The prosperity of religion was not less i; 
ryland than in other states. The Lord ^ 
the people in an extraordinary manner in s 
places ; and particularly at a camp-meetin 
m th6 woods about^fifteen miles above Bait 
and u Utth to the cast oi V^ Tii^d that U 
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i-Tow«. l^is meeting vra3 lieM in Sep- 
Und began on Saturday -and ei)ded on 
The first d^^y and night was owned of 
id several were converted jby the hegin- 
he Sabbath morning. OnSytiday the eon« 
n wa« e;xcefedingly large ; and about ihs 
f the day the woric was visible, and pret- 
d. Little else was h^^rd but the CKie^ 
stressed for loercy, or the shouts oiF -the 
IS, Glory to Got} in the highest. On 

morning the christians felt more of the 

nd love of God than in any other part of 

ting. That day is still remembered by 

" The happy Monday, the blessed 26th 

imber 1803.'* It was thought that one 

souls were the subjects of an cxtrabrdr- 
)rk, either of conviction, conversion or 
ation. Such a continual power and in- 
• the love of Qod for three days together, 
lorn or never known by those who were 
as they witnessed at that time. 
! was a gracious reformation, and many 
din the city of Middletown, in the state 
jcticut, in the course of the summer and 
c year. A nurtiber of the inhabitants' 
)m the city by water down the river to 
;y called a kind of field-meeting, where 
k began, and several were awakened ; 
le of them were converted as they re- 
ome. From that time the work revived 
3od many persons were in a short time 
to the knowkdge of God by the forgivc- 
ins. 

ntucky, the work of the Lord was very 
Limestone circuit there were about thrjee 

added to the society, and sinners were 
home to God in every direction. This 
IS not confined to one place, b\x\. %^\^vi. 
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'ffreatly throagh the state. The work was 
Tennessee, and very many were'raisec 
death of sin, unto spiritual life. 

At that time there was great union bet 
Presbyterians and thie Methodise ; .a 
frequently communed together, aUd u 
holding camp*meetingS| and ill preachi 
ther. In the Western states^ retiffion 
among othei' denominations as welT as I 
•thodists. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

the beginning of the year 1804^ including 

fourth general conference, to the end ff 

year 1806, 

804 wc had 8 conferences, one of which'Was 

ral conference. 

: 183d conference was held at Mount Gerri- 

Kentucky, on the 2d of October 1803. 

184th, at Augusta, in Georgia, on the 1st 
uary 1804. 

185th, at Salem meeting house, on the 10th 
ril. 

186th, in Alexandria, on the 27th of April. 
: 187th was a general conference, held in 
lore, on the 6th of May. 

188th, at Soudersburg, on the 23d of May. 

189th, in New- York, on the 12th of June. 

190th, at Buxton, (Province of Maine) on 
h of July. 

took in some new circuits, divided some, 
anged the names of others this year, 
le Western>;onferencewetookin Wilder- 
Wayne^ Livingston^ Illinois^ and Guyan- 
in Baltimore conference, Greenfield; in 
if ork conference, Montgomery ; and in Ca-. 
River Le French ; and in New- England 
;nce, Magog J Burre, Grantham, and, 
orough. 
hese conferences- Vi^e admitted on trial up- 

of 70 young preachers, which were more 
rere ever admitted among us in any one 

We lost 48 preachers out of the travelling 
tion ; 2 were e: • elled, 42 located, and 4 
namely, William Ormond, Nathan Jar- 
ezio Cash; and David Brown. 
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1st. WiUiam Ormond was a native of Nort 
Carolina, born io DobbS' coahty. He had be 
a travelling preacher upwards of twelve yea 
His constitution had been failing for some tin 
by reason of his cons.tant^ fe(rveM, zealous! 
hours in the late revivals of religion where 
had been. He was a good preacher, and ve 
useful. He travelled in all the Southern stsA 
from Maryland to Georgia. It was suppose 
that he tooK the yellow fever in Norfolk, of whk 
he died on the 30th of October 1808, in Brun8wi( 
county, Virginia. In his last sickness he suff«i 
(*d with great patience, and was frequently sohif 
py, that he would praise God with a vocal voitt 
and shout when left alone, " Glory, glory: victo 
ly , victory, compleat victory.'^ The manner ii 
which he died, afforded great satisfaction toll 
w ho were present with him. 

2d. Natnan Jarratt was a native of North fr. 
rolina. He had been travelling upwards offe 
years. He was a man of great zeal, and hail 
pleasing voice. He was a good preacher, and w* 
useful in most places where he laboured ; andh 
was much beloved by the brethren in generil 
He died in the triumph of faith on the 28ih of Oe 
tober 1803. The night before he died, he brok 
out in a rapture of joy, and sung a few lines of 
hymn, and then in a few moments he sweetl 
slept in Jesus. 

3d. Rezin Cash was a native of Marylam 
Montgomery county. He had been a travellin 
preacher above nine years. He was a man' 
great solemnity of mind, and goodness of heai 
He lingered away his life ; but died in peace 
1803. 

4th. David Brow^n was a native of Ireland. I 

came to this country a \ocaL\ \jt€.2LCiher ; he becan 

iin itinenint preacher a^cvoT^g,\xs\T\\l^^^^^\!A'4ft 
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travelling, a Ilttte more tbap nine years^ he died 
on the 5th of September 1803. He was greatly 
teldvcd by the brethren while he lived, and was 
tnach lamented when he died. His piety com- 
manded respect. His travels were not extensive ; 
bat were chiefly confined to a few circnits to the 
)Dorthward of New-York, and adjacent to the 
lity. He ended his life at Ashgrovc on Gam- 
bridge circuit. 

' This year we added 9064 members to our fo- 
feiet^ ; making in all 113,134 Methodists in the 
United states : including those which are under 
our care in Canada. Thus hath the Lord bless- 
ed aiid prospered us in our christian and minis 
terial labours in the course of less than 40 years. 

This year we held our fourth general conference 
la Baltimore, which bc^n on the sixth day of 
May. We had 111 preachers present, who were 
f<egular members of that conference. I will here 
give an account of the number of preachers from 
€ach annual conference, of which there are seven. 
. From the Western conference - 3 

. South-Carolina do. - 5 

Vir^nia 

Baltimore 
- Philadelphia 

New-York 

New- England 



do. 


17 


do. 


30 


% do. 


37 


do. 


12 


ind do. 


4 




108 


And 3 bjshops 


3 



The whole was 111 
From this view it may be seen, that we had 
Xiot a proportionable part of preachers, from each 
part of the connection ; the three conferences in 
the extremities of the work had only 12 members 
in the general conference. ft«Afemot^ ^xA "^Xs^:- 

A a 



main as it was. All the preachers that at 
this general conference^ had been regular 
veiling for four years. We had not as 
members present as we had at the two j 
conferences preceding it^ but we consideri 
greater Weignt than the former ones, beci 
their age in the ministry. In the former ^ 
^conferences we allowed all the preachers w 
been travelling two years, to be members ; 
this the youngest members had been tra 
four years. 

We had no minutes of our general coni 

Eublished in a pamphlet this year, (altli( 
ad been done at tne preceding general 
rences) but the alteratiops and additions 
were made to our rules, were put mto the 
ters, sections, and paragraphs, where th 
longed in the Form of Discipline. 
We had several new regulations made 

fen^ral conference ; one was as follows : 
hops shall allowjhe annual conferences 
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rule, to prevent any preacher from wishing or ex- 
pecting such an appointment in future. 

The following rule was formed respecting thb 

* president of the annual conference, in case the bi- 
fhops should be absent. ^^ In case there are two 

'S or more presiding elders belonging to one confe- 
rence, the bishop, or bishops, may by letter or 
■*■* otherwise appoint the president ; out if no ap- 
-.! pointment be made, the conference shall elect the 
^ president from among the presiding elders^ by 
'^ ballot, withoijit debate.'' 

It was for the first time determined, that the 
^ assembly of the official members at quarterly- 

* meeting, should be called " The quarterly-meet- 
ing conference.^ The rule reads thus : " The 
iparterly-meeting conference shall appoint a se- 
cretary to take down^the proceedings of the quar- 

* terlv-meeting conference, in a book kept by one 
of the stewards of the circuit for thai purpose/' 

The following new regulation was also form- 
ed : " The presiding elder shall not employ a 
preacher who has been rejected at the preceding 
mnnual conference, unless the conference sihould 
give faim libert)* under certain eonditions." 

There was an alteration made, also, concern- 
inff our members marrying out of society* The 
rule until this time was, that if any of our mem- 
bers married with unawakened persons, they 
should be expelled from the soeiety ; but it was 
DOW so modified that they should not be expelled^ 
bat *^ be put back on trial for six months.^^ 

The above rules and regulations I have taken 
from the first part of our Form of Disciplii^e. At 
' this conference we concluded to print the Form 
of Discipline in two. parts ; the first to be called 
the spiritual, and the second the temporal part of 
' the discipline. It was also determined, that the 
fin* part of the discipline should \i^ ^\i\i^^^^^ 
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alone, for the benefit of the black people in the 
south, who were members of our ^ciety, and 
were taught to read. 

In the second, or temporal part of the discipline; 
we made some alterations. We determined thai 
the Book-business should be removed from Phi- 
ladelphia to New- York ; and the printing and 
binding of our books, &c. should be done in the 
last mentioned city. Ezekiel Cooper was re elec 
ted as General Book Steward ; and John Wilson 
was afterwards chosen an Assistant Book Stew- 
ard, to assist Mr. Cooper m the book business.— 
There were a few regulations made for circulat- 
ing the books, collecting bad debts, &c. 

There was a motion made at this conference to 
appoint another bishop, but there were only a few 
members in favour of it, and of course there was 
not much said on the subject. 

The conference closed in peaccj and the preacik. 
ers parted in much love ;bni we had to lament 
before the Lord, that there Was very little stir A 
religion among us daring the sitting of the confe- 
rence. One principal reason of our barrenness I 
believe was owing to an improper plan which was 
adopted by the conference in the beginning of 
their business, which was this ; to admit men, 
women and children into the galleries of the meet- 
ing-house to hear our debates. After a few days 
we were obliged to close the galleries and sit in 
private, according to our usual plan; It was to 
the preachers a good conference, but there was 
very little visible good done among the people in 
general. 

Religion prospered among us very much dur- 
ing this year also ; and we had pleasing accounts 
*from almost every part of the connection. 

In June the 'e was a camp-meeting about ten 
Dijles from Wi\mit\gXoT\, m ^qxHXi C*^^^Vvaa. 
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where the power of God was preseixt, both to 
wound and td heal. The cries of the distressed, 
and the shouts of jbyfrom those that were healed, 
were truly awful and pleasing. The work broke 
pat the first day, aiid continued to increase until 
Sunday evening. Irtie slain of the Lord were 
many, and it was supposed that as many as se- 
venty souls found peace with God, through our 
L .Lord Jesus Christ. Other meetings in that part 
of the country were greatly favoured of the Lord ; 
[and some persons of all descriptions wcre^the sub- 
jects of the pardoning love of Gdd, from the hoary- 
headed sinner, to children of nine years old. It 
Was thought, that in the space of four or five 
months time there Were three hundred souls con- 
Verted in and about Bladen circuit. 

In various places in Virginia the work of the 
liOrd was very great. A letter from Harrison- 
burg, Rockingham county, mentioned, that at a 
quarterlj'-meeting in June, at Moffit's meetiijg- 
house, there were about 27 persons con verted. ^*-t 
Another quarterly-meeting was held at Edward 
Mitchell's, in Bottetourt county, which continued 
for five days ; during that time eighteen professed 
io tie converted. Thie next noted meeting was on 
Indian Creek, at Bethel, near Cook's, which con- 
tinued four days, and it was thought that 30 souls 
"were savingly delivered from their sins al that 
time. There was another quarterly meeting held 
for Greenbrier circuit at Mount Tabor, in the 
Little Levels, which continued six days, audit 
was supposed at least one hundred souls were 
'converted before the meeting ended. 

The 'next toeeting was in Old-Town, in Alle- 
ghany circuit, which continued three days ; in 
which time about eighteen persons professed to 
find peace >Vith God. 
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iHiey then had. a camp-meeting id Bot 
circuit, on Glade-Creek^ which 'broke up 
5th day, where about fifty souls prolessea, 
ing faith. 

The preachers went from that canip-n 
into the town of Fincastle, and began met 
3 o^clock on Wednesday, and the meeting 
nued until Thursday evening, in which \ 
bout twenty souls were happily converted, 
. There was another camp-meeting held : 
gust on LinvilHs Creek, which continue 
days, and some of the people tarried on the j 
until the tenth day. They took an accoun 
that were converted at that time, and had 
to believe that a good many ifiore were tt: 
jects of* a reiall change. Another camp-m 
was held immediately afterwards at Renob 
-Greenbrier circuit, which continued six 
' and it was thought that fifty persons were b 
into the liberty of God's children at that mi 
From thence the preachers went to the B 
vels, and held another camp-meeting, wl 
bout 20 souls found peace with God throuj 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

At these meetings, and a few others of th( 
kind, in that part of the country, there wc 
the course of a few months, between thre 
four hundred souls adopted into the fan 
God. 

In the latter part of the summer or begini 
autumn, there was a camp meeting ntl 
down Jn Virginia, near the town of S 
Wher^ the power and presence of Clod was 
derfully displayed. The meeting begall o 
jiay> and continued with but little mtermissi 
|»Ionday night, in which time it was thougl 
three or four hundred ipetsotvs yj^t^ eonver 
God. The accounts irom l\xdX m^^\;\sk%^^ 
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be incri^diblc to those who were not present ; but 
those who were eye and ear witnesses, think it 
to be too gr^at to be suSiciently described. 

During this year Mr. Stith Mead laboured a. 
mong the people of Bedford, Amherst and Camp- 
bell counties, and a few other places, where the 
Lord greatly owned his labours in the Gospel. — 
He gives an account of upwards of eleven hun- 
dred who Were converted principally at the meet- 
ings where he was, in the course of six months. 
It appeared as if the kingdoms of this world 
would soon become the kingdoms of the Lord, 
and of his Christ. These camp meetings were 
the first that had ever been held in that part of 
Virginia. 

. The town of Lynchburg shared largely in that 
Revival, and many precious souls in that place 
were brought to the knowledge of God, and be- 
came members of our society. 
* Maryland was much favoured of the Lord a^ain 
this year also. There was a camp-meeting held 
at a place called Hamntoii, belonging to General 
Ridgley, about ten miles from Baltimore, which 
began on September the 20tb, and closed on the 
"24111, in which time it was thought thai there 
were at leaet fifty souls converted. There were 
about thirty preachers present, who were closely 
united together in helping forward in this great 
work. The cries of the distressed, and the shouts 
of the s^aints made the forest ring, and echo back 
the praise of God. That meeting will be remem- 
bered with thankfulness by many who were pre- 
sent, till their dy ing day. 

There was a gracious work of God in the Pro- 
vince of Maine this year. At the conferertce that 
was held there, in Buxton, in Jaly, there was a 
wonderful display of the power of God^ la iKe 
t^wakemng of sinners } ai^d \l ns^^ wx^^^^^^*^^ 
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between forty and fifty were converted at that 
time. 

In the beginning of August, there was a quar- 
terly meeting in Durham, which continued three 
days ; it was thought that twenty souls experien- 
ced the pardoning grace of God ; and many mow 
went away deeply wounded. From that tfme tlic 
work spread and increased considerably. 

J n the month of September, tjiere was what they 
called a field-meeting in Readfield, where there 
were above thirty souls who professed to be con- 
veiied ; and some professed a deeper work of 
grace. And in Bethel there was a great revival 
of religion, and many were brought to know the 
TiOrd : not less than about forty persons in the 
course of two or three months. 

There was a gracious manifestation of the di- 
vine presence among the people in the Mississippi 
territory in the course of that year. Several white 
people and some blacks were brought to At 
knowledge of God ; and there was a considerable 
awakenings among the careless part of the people. 
The preachers that travelled and laboured in that 
part of the work, were much encouraged to hope 
for better days. Hitherto the Lord hath helped 
us. 

In 1805 we had 7 conferences. 

The I91st conference was held at Mount Gerri- 
zini, Kentucky, on the 2d of October 1804. 

The l92d,at Charleston, on the 1st of January 
1805. 

The 193d, at Edmund Taylor's, N..C. on the 
1st of March. 

The 194th, in Winchester, on the 1st of April. 

The 195th, in Chester town, on the l^t of May. 

The 196th, at Ashgrove, on the 12th of June. 

1'hc 197th, in Lynn , on the 12th of July . 
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We took in several new circuits this year. In 
thef Western conference we took ip Licking y 
Roaring River ^ Hartford, and Mad river ; in 
Baltimore conference, Munroe^ which lies about 
the Sweet- Springs in Virginia^; in Philadelphia 
conference, Scipio ; in Isew-Yotk conference. 
Hav erst rate, -^nd South Britain ; in New Eng- 
land conference, Loudon, Tufftenborough, and 
Livermorc ; the last of these lies in the Province 
of Maine. 

This year, at the several conferences, we ad- 
mitted about eighty young preachers upon trial. 

There was some alteration made in the annual 
minutes of the conference this year, and for the 
first time we were told into which of the confer- 
ences each of the preachers were admitted on 
trial, or admitted into full connection, &c. &c. as 
follows. Q. Wlio are admitted on trial ? A. In 
the Western conference, such persons: In the 
South- Carolina conference, such persons, &c. 
which gave lis- a better view of the state of the 
connection than we could have from the former 
plan. 

^Ve lost 37 preachers out of the travelling con- 
nection this year : 25 of them located ; 2 withdrew 
from us ; 4 were expelled, and 6 died. Those 
that died, were Benjamin Jones, Tobias Gibson, 
Nicholas Waters, Wilson Lee, John Durbin, and 
Daniel Ryan. 

1. Benjamin Jones was born near George- 
town in South Carolina. He was admitted upon 
trial in 1801, and died in the latter part of Janua- 
ry 1804, having travelled just three years. lie 
was found dead, and lying in the water, in a 
branch of the Brown Marsh, which runs into the 
Waccamaw lake. It was supposed by some peo- 
pie that he died in a fit, and fell from his horse in* 
to the water, where it was abovxl Vnq l'^*^^ ^<^^^v 



3(fi A SHORT HISTO&r [l80S 

But others think there was reason to believe thai 
he was murdered by some person, and throwt 
into the water. However, we have never been 
able to determine b/what means he died. H( 
was a solemn, serious, pious man ; and we have 
no doubt but what he left his sufferings with hn 
liie. 

2. Tobias Gibson was born in Sooth-Carolioa^ 
near Pee Dee, in 1771. He travelled considem- 
bly in South-Carolina, North Carolina, and Geor- 
gia, and then went to the Mississippi territory, and 
was the first missipnary to the Natchees where h« 
spent five or six years, and then died in peace on 
the 5th day of April 1804, in Claiborne county. 
He was[ very soft, affectionate, and agreeable in 
his conversation ; his voice in preaching was very 
piercing, and melting. He was much devoted 6 
God in private, and was very fond of reading, aad 
of private prayer. He was beloved by all chrifr 
tians ; and his labours were greatly owned d 
God. He laboured and preached in the circaiU 
till his strength &iled, and he could keep his «t4« 
tion no longer. He then travelled about for the 
benefit of his health for a season ; and wishing to 
be of some use to his fellow creatures, he conclu- 
ded to go to the Natchees, and sat off by himself, 
without being sent by the conference : after he got 
to his destined place, his ministerial labours were 
so much owned of the Lord, that he was satisfied 
that the Lord had directed him to that part of the 
world. After that he was appointed by the con« 
fercnce to the same place, from year to yeai^, till 
he died in peace. 

3. Nicholas Waters was born in Marvland, 
and began to travel a circuit in 1776, and after 
travelling two or three years he located, and con* 
tinued in a located state for about 20 years.. He 

be^an to travel again \a tT^^tiwdi^^'WixVtwA^ 
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upwards of five^ years, he died in Charleston on 
the lOth of August 1804, in the 65th year of his 
age. He was quite resigned to death, and left 
the world in peace. 
4. Wilson Lee was born in Sussex county, in 
: Delaware state, in November 1761. He began 
to travel in 1784, and after travelling steadily for 

- ilittie more than 20 years, he died October 11th 

- 2804. He professed to be a witness of the perfect 
j knre of God, for many years before he died. He 
'iras a very animating speaker, anrl spared no 
|iain§ in trying 1o bring souls to God. In private 
Conversation, he was cheerful and solemn. He 
bad a good turn for taking care of the church of 
God. When he acted as a circuit, or a stationed 
l^reacher, or as a presiding elder, he was generally 
i^pproved of, and was rendered a blessing to the 
taeple to whom he preached. A few months be- 
We he died, when he was so low that he could not 
ipeak Jouder than his breath, he said to me with 
preat solemnity. " I have given up the world ; I 
^ave given up the church ; I have given up all.'' 
Erie had frequently discharged blood from' his 
un^s ; and he closed his life while the blood was 
faring out of his mouth. Mark the perfect marij 
Xnd' hekold the upright y for the end of that man 
Ls peace. In the death of Wilson ^ee the church 
las lost a faithful friend, and the preachers have 
ost a pattern of piety. 

5. John Durbrn was born in Frederick coun- 
ty, in Maryland, 1778. He began to travel in 
1803, and died on the 25th of February 1805. He 
^ras only remaining on trial when he died, and 
^ras never admitted into full connection ; yet he 
kiad his character given in the annual minutes. 

6. Daniel Ryan was a native of Philadelphia, 
bom in 1774. He was admitted on trial \w \^^^ ^ 
^nd died on the 3d of February \805,\va.Nvci?,Vs^ 
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veiled almost five years. He was much respect- 
ed where he travelled, and was looked upoaas a 
good man^ and a useful preacher. He appeared 
to be quite happy and resigned in his last illness. 

This year we added 6811 members to our si- 
eiety, and the work of the Lord greatly prosper- 
cd in most parts of our connection. 

When we took the number of our travellinj 
elders this year, we found that we had, acconf 
ing to the minutes, 212 ; theyoungest of them bid 
travelled four years, and several of them had tra- 
velled above twenty. 

The Methodists have increased more of late 
years in the United States, than formerly. Wc 
have more preachers, more circuits, more mem- 
hers, and (1 may say) more religion, than we ever 
had at any one time before. 

The first Camp Meeting that was ever W 
on the Eastern- Shore, began on the 25th of J^^ 
this year, in a beautiful place in the woods aM 
three miles south of Duck- Creek Cross Ronbj 
in Delaware state, which continued the foarM- 
lovving days. Thousands of people attended tU 
meeting, and I suppose two hundred personi 
were converted among the white people, and ma- 
ny of the blacks became the^ubjects of the same 
work. I think it exceeded any thing that 1 e^cf 
saw, for the conversion of souls and for the quick- 
ening influence of the Holy Ghost upon the hearti 
of believers. I took an account of sixty-eigU 
Methodist preachers wlio were at that meeting' 
While some preached and others exhorted, the 
rest had their work to do in praying and in talk- 
ing to the people. The work went on beautifully 
and powerfully. It was said, that the noise oc- 
casioned by the cries of the distressed and the 
shouts of the saints, was heard at the distance of 
thrcd miles. Sare\y iVie \-»ot^ N^^^.vck'Ccai^^Vioc. 
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'rom that meeting the work of the I-ord spread 
reatly on the Eastern-Shore, both in Maryland 
nd Delaware states ; and hundreds were con- 
erted and added to the society in the course of a 
;w months after that meeting. 

The work of the Lord was very great in many 
liaces in the latter part of the summer, and reli- 
;ion prospered greatly. Our camp-meetings and 
[uarterly meetings in different places, were gr«at- 
V honoured with the presence of God, in the jus, 
ification of precious 90uls. Many old christians 
vere renewed in lovef, and many backsliders were 
^claimed. It was quite common to hear often 
ft twenty souls being converted at a common 
neeting, M^herethe people met to hear a sermon, 
A* to hold a prayer meeting. And it wa5 quite 
jommon to hear of fifty or a hundred souls being 
on verted at a quarterly-meeting. or a camp-meet- 
ng. While sinners were coming home to God, 
christians were advancing in the divine life, ancl 
he preachers were greatly animated and blessed 
a their souls and in their labours. And many 
oang preachers were raised up to the help of the 
^rd against the mighty. 

This revival of religion was not confined to the 
ifethodists alone, but other denominations were 
ighly favoured of the Lord. However, my bu- 
iness is to speak particularly of the Methodists^ 
nd to point out soma of the many things which 
tie Lord hath done ibr them. 

In 1806 our conferences were as follows : 

The 198th conference was held in Scott county, 
Kentucky, on the 2d of October 1805. 

The ly9th, in Camden, on the 30th of Decem- 
cr 1806. 

' The 200th, in Norfolk, on the 14th of February 
806. . 

The 20l8i, in Baltimorei on t\ift\4!CcL ^l^^^x^. 
B b 
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State, on the 12th of June. 

This year wc took in the following circuits : At 
the Natchecs, and in the Louisiana country, we 
took in JVilkinsony Claiborne SLud Appelousa ;ih 
South-Carolina conference, Montgomery andJkK- 
ledf>eville ; the latter place is the metropolis of 
(.'eorgia. In Baltimore conference, JcZZ'5j)oin/ 
t'lrcuit, Monongahelay Lycoming^ and Staunton; 
in Philadelphia conference, Lyons-town ; in Ncw- 
I'.ngland conference, Niw-Btdford, Northfidd, 
and Ccntrcharhour ; and in the Province of 
!Maine, Durham and Vasstlborough ; and Penob- 
scott being divided, one part w^as called Orring- 
/o?i, and the other Ifampden. Wc also took m 
St. LawrencCy in Canada. 

At these conferences we admitted upon trial ui^ 
wards of 80 young preachers ; and lost out of tie 
travelling connection 5fl old preachers : 48 A 
Ihcm located, 1 died, 2 withdrew from our connec- 
tion, and one was expelled. 

Benjamin lliff died. He was a native of Backs 
county, Pennsylvania. He began to travel in 
180 J, and died on the 29th of May, 1805. He 
was ordained an elder at the conference held in 
Chester town, in 1805, and his family beinff sick, 
he obtained liberty to leave the conference before 
it rose. On his way home he was taken ill, and 
in a few days after he came home he died. He 
was considered as an uniform good man, and an 
acceptable preacher. He was nappy in his last 
sickness, and had a desire to depart and be with 
Christ ; and his happiness appeared to increase 
with his illness, lie told his friends that he had 
not a doubt of his accentance with God. His last 
words were these, " I haije. lost si^fu of the 
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rid ; come, Lord Jesus j come quickly ^ We 
t satisfied that he ended his sufferings and sor- 
Ns with his life^and believe that the day of his 
Eith was better for him than the day of his birth. 
We addejd 10625 members to the society this 
ar ; which was a large number of precious souls 
be brought into the fold of Chri^ in one year. 
it it is an easy thing with the Almightj' to for- 
/e sins, and to do a great work in a short time. 
There was a change made in the annual minutes 
is year, and for the first time the usual list of el- 
rs was left out of the minutes, and only those 
tercd who were ordained elders this year. How- 
er, in the stations the eiders names were print- 
in italic. 

This was a prosperous year among the Metho- 
5ts, and the work of God wlis carried on in many 
%ces, in an uncommon manner^ both in the con- 
rsion and sanctification of precious souls. In- 
ed, the work was so great, that it appeared to 
almost incredible among christians tnemselyes 
ho had never seen any thing to €quat it before. 
On the Eastern Shore of Maryland and Vir* 
nia, it was said that more than 1000 persons 
H% converted at one camp-meeting which last- 
about five days and nights. The account was 
t merely a report, but it was given by ministers 
d people, who were eye and ear witnesses ; and 
10 bad taken great pains to ascertaii^ the exact 
imber of those who during that meeting openly 
ofessed to be delivered from the burden of their 
IS. The preaehers appointed different men to 
:;end in different parts of the congregation, for 
3 express purpose of taking an account of such 
got converted, and to report accordingly ; and 
»m their report there were upwards of a thou- 
nd converted at one meeting ; and a greater 
mheVj at naothev meeting o€ \^e s^vat,\IvcA* 
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If any one does not ccedit these remarkable ac- 
coants^ they will feel their objections^ and their 
objections cannot be removed by any argaments 
whatever. It will likely be asked, were not many 
of these converts deceived ? Perhaps they were. 
We cannot tell certainly. Some of them wen 
but little known ; they were strangers in a strange 
place. We could only hope the best concerniog 
them. To their own master they must stand or 
fail. But the christians who were acquainted 
with the people while they were careless abort 
their souls, and were present with them while 
they were under conviction, and at tbe timethev 
professed to be converted, can tell pretty well 
whether they were deceived or not. One thing 
appears to be certain, which is this, that there 
never was a time among the Methodists^ in any 
part of the United States, where so many profess- 
ed to be converted in a few days, as there wcff 
at the meetings just mentioned, ^ • 

The Eastern Shore has been favoured at difte- 
ent times with very great revivals of religion, and 
with a large number of old steady solid christians 
ibr many years past ; but the revival q{ religion 
at this time exceeded every thing of the kind tbat 
had ever been known among them before. It be- 
came quite common to begin their quarterly.meet- 
ings on Friday, and contmue them until Sunday 
night, or Monday forenoon ; and for some hnn- 
dreds of people to attend them in their waggons 
and carts, and with their tents ; and" to lodge in 
the woods by the meeting-houses, wKile the meet- 
ing lasted. It appeared for a long time as if no- 
thing could stand before the work of the Lord ; 
but the faithful, fervent prayers of the saints would 
bare down all before themv Ministers and people 
being happily united together, they strenffthened 
each other^s hands in tVie "Lotd, ^xA ^^^felt wil- 
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ling to bear the other^s barden^ and so fuUil the 
law of Christ. 

The revival of religion was very great in many 
other plaees beside the Eastern Shore ; and most 
of tlie United States were favoured with the awa- 
kening and converting grace of God. The peo- 
Ce were oft times awakened and brought to tlie 
lowledge of God in the course of the same day ; 
and some have been converted within a few 
hoars from the time of their first awakening. 
Some who came to meeting in the forenoon quite 
careless and wicked, have gone away before 
aight, happy in God. I have seen some fall be- 
neath the power of God, as if they were struck 
dead, and then lie helpless and speechless for a 
short space, while their friends have prayed for 
Ibem ; and at last they sprang up of a sudden, and 
with a loud voice gave praise to God, in that he 
had forgiven their sin^. 

. I cannot omit mentioning one strange circum- 
stance which took place this year at a camp-meet- 
ing which was held at Maise's chapel, in Amelia 
circuit in Virginia, which began on the 17th day 
of October. A young woman, N. W. was under 
conviction, and on Sunday night she fell on the 
floor, and was both helpless and speechless. Af- 
ter some time she was taken into a tent, and her 
friends sat op with her all nieht. I went to sec 
her next morning, and advised a friend of her's to 

five her a tea-spoonful of water, which was done, 
at without any visible effect. About 9 o'clock 
in the forenoon she spoke for the first time, and 
said, " Love, love, love : Glory, glory, glory." 
She then sunk away into her helpless state again. 
In the afternoon she was taken home by her ia« 
ther in a waggon ; but continued speechless. Af- 
ter a day or two, her parents not knowui^ bat 
fame bodily disorder might alletk^V^t^^^xw^i^^- 

Bb 2 
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cd to send for a doctor^ who came, and not know- 
ing what to do for her, they called in another doc- 
tor, who was supposed to have more experience 
than the first ; but both of them agreed that it was 
a supernatural power, and not a bodily disease 
However, they took a little blood from her, sop- 
posing it could do no harm. One of them tarried 
with her two or three days. On Tuesday night 
following she came to 6erself^ and spake and 
praised God for his goodness to her soul, and de- 
clared that the Liord had forgiven her sins. When 
her speech returned, she w^as well and happy, and 
able to go about, and attend to business. She was 
just nine days and nights in that helpless condi* 
tion, and not able to speak ; during which time 
she ate nothing, except such things as were poor- 
cd into her mouth, and which she could swallow 
without chewing. I conversed with her a fcir 
(lays after she came to herself,* and she told me 
that the Lord converted her soal the next mcx^ 
ing after she lost her speech, at which time she 
spoke as beforeob served, and said, ** Love, love, 
love : Glory, glory, glory.'' She told me further, 
that for some days and nights she never slept; 
and that she understood most of the conversation, 
and the circumstances that took place in her pre- 
sence. But she said toward the last of her con- 
fmement^ she sometimes slept^ and felt herself 
thereby refreshed ; and in a certain case whoi 
one of her young companions came to see her, 
she raised her hand to shake hands with her, and 
burst into a flood of tears. She told me that whea 
she recovered she feh rather weak, as she suppo- 
sed for the want of food ; but she was quite well, 
and happy in God. 

In the foregoing narrative, I have just staled 
facts as I received them ; part of which I saw and 
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heard, and all the rest I believe. Yet I cannot 
account for it, but am satisfied that it was the work 
of the Lord ; and am persuaded that the young 
tvbman was, according to her profession, truly 
born again while she was under that strange ope- 
ration 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Containing a list of all the itinetant M 
preachers, who have laboured in cot 
with the Methodist conference. 

r 

I liave divided the preachers into the 
cond, third, and fourth classes or division: 

The first class of Methodist preachers, 
all who began to travel from the year 1761 
close of 1784, at which time we received 
tion among us, and became a church. 

The second class of Methodist preach 
eludes all who began to travel from the be 
of 1785, to the first general conference in 1 
1792. 

The third class of Methodist preachers, i 
all that began to travel from the year 1793 
4hpluding eight veard. 

The fourth class of Methodist preach 
eludes all that began Jto travel from the y< 
to 1806. 

The figures before the names denote th 
when those preachers began to travel. 

Those marked thus * at the end of the 
died in the work. 

Those marked thus t located, or stop] 
veiling. 

Those marked thus || left us, and wi 
from our connection. 

Those marked thus | were expelled^ o 
dered as turned out from lis. 

Those without a mark are considered 

veiling preachers still, and are entitled to s 

our conferences. A few of them are supi 

raries. and some are superannuated or w 

preacaer^^ 
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The figures after the name, shew the year in 
lich the preacher died, located^ left us, or was 
nelled. 

The names will be inserted alphabetically as 
-espects the first letter of the sirname, and no 
ther. The first name on the list that begins 
::h A, will be inserted; and the next preacher 
^o began to travel, whose name begins with A, 
II be the second on the list, and so on in every' 
Ker case. 

THB 

FIRST CLASS, OR DIVISION, 

Of 

:met]hodist preachers. 

From the ytar 1769 to 1784. 

John Wesley, the founder ahd father of the 
iethodists, formed the first society at Oxford, in 
ovember 1729, and sent the fir$t itinerant 
leachers to America in 1769. He died * 1791. 
Charles Wesley, the first to whom the appella- 
in of Methodist was given at Oxford, in 1729, 
iring his^brother's absence in Lincolnshire. He 
ed*1788. 

1783 Samuel Breesef '95 



A 

67 Francis A8bury(o) 
78 Philip Adams* l7SZ 
81 I>avid Abbottf ^4 
81 Beverly AllcnJ '02 
S5'Tho. Andersovf '95 

B 
yS Richard Bordman* 

rfEa. Bailey* *80 
iO Caleb Boyarf '88 
ii Philip Bfuce 

\t John Baldwinf '95 
He came to America in IJIU 
He tmcio Axnciicain 09.' 



85 Thomas Bo wen f '96 

C 
75 John Cooper* *89 
77 Jos. CA)mwcllt '95 
77 Tho. S. ChcwJ '88 
77 Le Roy Colct(c) '85 

79 Philip Cox* '95 

80 J. O.Cromwellt '95 

81 John Colemant '84i 
»1 Adam Cloudy '88 
85 Thomas Curtis* '88 

, (c) He was soon after his expvl- 
sion restoredio tk||caT€]fiAg€o»- 



\^ii 
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J 783 Wm. Cannont 1788 

76 Thomas Coke ^i/) 

D 
74Win.Dukct '79 
74 Ed. Drumgoolct '78 
65 Jas.Deinp6ter^(e)75 

77 John Dickm8*(/)'98 

79 Joshua Dudlcyt ^83 
80Micajah Debru- 

lerf '83 

81 Samuel Dudleyt •»» 

83 Wm. Dameront 88 

B 
77 Reuben Ellis* '96 
«l Joseph Ev«ritt*1809 

81 Mieajah EUisf 1788 
82lraElli8t '97 

82 John Eastert '92 

F 
76 James Fostert '79 

80 Thomas Foster t '02 

81 Jon. Forrestt '9S 

84 John Fidlcrt '87 

G 

74 Philip Gatcht '78 

75 Wm. Glenden- 
ning] '8 J 

76 Freeborn Garretson 

77 William Gill* '89 
7y Rd. Garretson t '83 

82 James Gibbonsf '84 

83 Lemuel Greenf 1800 

83 Matthew Oreen- 
treet 1790 

H 
76 Joseph Hartley t '81 

(•d^ He came to America in 1784. 
(c)He came to Amcricami775. 



1779 John Hagertyt 17W 

81 James Hawt '91 
89 Tho . Haskinst 86 
St Woolman Hick- 
son* 'Si 

83 James Hintonf % 

83 Tho. Humphriesfds 

I J 

78 Richard Ivej* '05 

82 Henry Jonesf '8S 

84 Thos. Jackson t '90 
84 Wm. Jessop* '05 

K 

73 John Kingt '76 

74 Robert Lind* 

seyt ^g) '^^ 

11 J«hn Littlejofant '79 

81 Jeremiah Lam- 
bert* W 

83 Jesse Lee 

84 WHson Lee* 1W4 
M 

76 Thos- M'CluertnW 



•81 

»»5 



78 Wm. Moorct 

78 John Major* 

79 James Morrisf 

80 George Mair^ 'W 
80 Jas. G. Martint ^ 

80 George Moo ret ^^^ 

81 Ed. Morrist 17«<* 
81 Henry Mcdcalf* ;«♦ 
81 James Malory^ ^/^ 

81 Enoch Matsoiit'i':^^^^ 

82 JohnlVfagaryf (4)^,. 

(fr) He was an Iri&i 
and went to Enrepe in tlie 
the revolutionary war, and; 



f c; ne came to Amencam 17 7 5 . i^ne rcvuiuMw«« y - •« , ««i. 'wpr^^ 
(f) He located in 1781, and at-VUd «^^ yt^tVMt^^ttt 17S8. ; ,"J 
tertwo ycmU took hii »Ui\c»\ <J^\ Vl^T^x>«t«4.v^^w«^ .r. 
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ster Moriarty 
enryMcrritttl796 


mcs O KeWy | '03 
)nry Ogburnf *^ 

P 
s. PillmoreKO '86 
ancis Pqiy- 
essf 1801 

leb B. Peddi- 
d* 1785 

[ward Prydet '81 
)8es Parksf '90 
m. Partridgef '89 
latius Pig- 
nt '83 

m. Phoebust '92 
non Pilcf '93 

R 
iosRankint(A:)'87 
iniel Rufff '81 
.ac Rollingsl ' '81 
irtinRoddat(/)'81 
muel Rowf '85 
Ison Reedf 1800 
m Ringoldt 1785 
bn Robertson t '87 
nesRiggint '90 

S 
0. Shadford (m) 

returned to England, 
the Methodists and 
Lin to- America, and 
ned a Minifter of the 
r England. 

came to America in 
laflera few years re- 
Europe. 

came to America in 
[ returned to Europe 
ort time* 
cjuDe to America in 



74 Sam. Spraggsl 1778 

76 John Sigmanf '80 

77 Samuel Strongf '79 
83 Francis Spry* »89 

83 Richard Swiftf '93 

84 Isaac Smithf '90 
84 John Smith 

T 

76 Isham Tatumf '81 

77 John Tannil* '90 

^Wm.Thomast '90 
V 

75 Thomas Va- 
sey| (n) '86 

W 
70 Rich. Wrightt{o)*77 
69Robt. Wilfiam8t'74 
73 Wm. Watcr8t(/>) *83 

73 Abraham Whit- 
wortht 74 

74 John Wadet '77 

76 Nicholas Wa- 
ter8*(3r) 1804 

78 Henry Willis* (r)*08 

1773, and returned to Europe 
with the two preachera above- 
mentioned. 

(n) He came to Apierica in 
1784, got ordination Inr the 
Bishop of the Church of Eng- 
land, and then returned to Eng- • 
land. 

(o) He came to America in 
1771 1 and returned to Europe. 

(p) He was the first travel- 
ling preacher raised up in A- 
merica. 

(q) He located in 1779, and 
remained' 80 for near twenty 
years. 

(r) He located in 1790^ arA 
never ailer loAJ^moii:^ >io3H\ ^.xa*- 
minal statioiv.'^ 
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Y 

1773 Jos. Yarberryt 1775 
79 Andvr. Yergaiot'Sl 



17 80 Samuel Watsontl 78S 
81 James White* '89 
81 Joseph Wyattt '88 
84. Thomas Ware 
69 Richard What- 
coat* {s) 1 806 

(s) He came to America in 
1784, and was ordained Bishop 
in 1800. 

i 

The whole of the foregoinff names being Ad- 
ded together jTiake 125. The whole of these 
preachers were admitted into full conjiection. Se- 
veral of them came from Europe, most of whom 
returned again ; the others were preachers raised 
up in the United States in the course of 15 years. 

The circuits were much larger at that time 
than they are at present ; and the preachers were 
generally sent much farther from their frieods. 
It was a common practice for preachers to »l«p 
travelling as soon as they were married. Am- 
thcr reason why the married preachers locat^ . 
was, they were not allowed any support for their 
families. But the main reason why so many stop' 
pcd was their wish to stay at home with their ft- 
milics. 

We cannot count more than ten preachers oot 
of the foregoing 125, who are now in the travel- 
ling connection, and only 25 have died in the 
work. 

SECOND CLASS, OR DIVISION, 

OF 

METHODI S T PREA C HERS, 

From the year 1785 to 1792. 



. A 
1 785 Robert AyresJ 1789 
86 Daniel Asburyt '91 



1787 Jeremiah Abletl701 

88 John Allen I HIS 

89 Ben. Abbot* 'W 



sr Lemuel An- \ ^^ ^^Vx^ Kt^drewt '9* 



92] 
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00 Fredds Aldridgef97 

90 Hezekiah Ar- 
nold^ '97 

91 John Ahair* '94. 
91 Samuel Ansley 

B. 
85 Henry Bingham* '89 
85 Jacob Brush* '95 
88 Michael Burdgef '92 
88 Ben. Barn^sf '94 
88 Henry Birchett* '94 

88 Jn.Bloodgoodf 1809 

89 Anthony Ban- 
ning f '91 

89 Ben. Brownt '92 
89 Jonathan Birdf '99 

89 Stephen Brooksf '93 

90 Gam'l Bailey t 1804 
90 JohnBallt 1795 
90 Thomas Boyd* '94 
90 Thomas Beilf '97 
90 James Bellf '93 
9a G«o. Browninz* '92 
90 Robert BonsalTf '94 
90 Chs. Burgoon* 1800 
90 Ben. Blantonf 1801 

90 John Bonherf 1800 

91 James Boyed || 1795 
91 John Buxton 
91 John Beardf '95 
91 Lewis Browniqgf'94 
91 Shadrach Bosi- 

wickt 1 805 

91 Wm.Bellamyt 1796 



1 785 Ezekiel Cooper 
85 Robert Cadnf 1794 
87 Ben. Carter* '93 
87 Cornelius Cook* "89 
87 Charles Conna- 

wayt '97 

87 Geo. Callehant '91 
87 James Conner* '€0 

87 LewfsChasteent '92 

88 John Chalmers! '97 
88 Valentine Cookfl 800 
88 GrifhCallehan 1792 
88 John Cooper, jr;t( a) 

88 David Candailt '94 

89 John Crawford f '94 
89 John Crawfordt *95 
89 Jeremiah Caus- 

den) ' '94 

89 Jas. Campbellf 1805 

90 Geo, Cannon t' 1797 



92 Richard Birdf 
92 S^cly Bunn 
92 William Burk 
92 WilliaTii Bishop 
92 David Bartine 

C 
85 Robert Cioudf 

c c 



90 Samuel Cowlesf '97 
90 Simon Carlisle^ '94 
90 Joshua Cannonf '97 

90 Wm Calbert 

91 John Clark g '96 
91 John Clark, jr. 1(1800 
91 James Coleman 

91 James Covelf 1797 

92 Coleman Car- 
lisle j- *y05 

92£phraim Cham- 
bers j- 1806 
92 Geo Clarkt 1801 

D 
85 Stephen Dick- 

insr 1787 

88 Jos Doddridgel '91 
88 Archer Davis f '93 
88 Stephen Davis* '96 

(a) He went to Nova-Scotia^ 
'94 and after ftfr\iSLi& V^axt.^^ 
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irsH Lewis Dawson {-1 7.04 
f;y Wni. Dougherty 1't?3 
^^3 Dar's niinhuiuf jsco 
fH) Daniel Deanf l7i;6 
♦U Kobt. Dillon f V6 
^>* James Dawleyt ':)5 

E 

^^'i Elijah Ellis* »88 

«S John Ellisf '94 

90 Thos. Easlerf '96 

0:)Tho8 Everarclf »94 

01 Samuel Eclueyt '94 

IM Wm.Earlyf '93 

F 
•S3 John Fore I- ^97 

iO Dan. Fidlerf 1808 
t9 Walter Foun- 
tain! 1704 

;0 Thornton Flem- 
ing 

V<) Jas. Flemingt '96 
yj Ben. Fiislerf '98 
VI Srim. Fowlerf 1801 
9'J Win. Fulwoodf 1 7i96 

G 
'*M Robt. Greetit IBOO 
^8 VVm. Giiswayf 17-;i 
^0 Wheeler Gris- 

somf '92 

90 Enoch Gc6rgc+ '99 
«J Aquila Gairctt- 
^on\ '97 

VI Nath. GrcavesjlSOS 
1^*1' Tobias Gipson*18C4 

II 

r5 Hope ilullf \7?5 
8.5 Joshua Hartley^ ^H) 
VAS (jhils. r-UrJy>r '92 

i? J^ Dji rid HiggardV'v ^3 



11787 Heo. Hagertyt 'Pi 
i^7Mathcw Harris+'9] 

87 Aaron Hutchin- 

SOJl* 'p/ 

88 Wm. Heathf 'ft? 
88JohnIIrllt "Sfi 

88 Andrew Harpeii 
dingt »92 

I 88 Hardy Herbert* -94 
t58 Thomas Hardyt 'SO 

89 John Ilolf 'fti 
P9 Rice HaggardI "as 

89 Sylvester Hutch- 
insonf \^ 

00 John HaTliJat 1795 

90 Morris Howf 1800 
90 'I'homas Hay- 

man*{/>) 17W 

90 Daniel Hi tt 
9 ) Martin Hittt "W 
9iy Uobt. Hutchin- 

sonf IB 

91 Abner Henlyt "S* 
91 Henry Hillt 'i^' 
91 James Holleyt '^ 
91 Sam. Hittt 1800 
9J Ezekiel Hum- 

phreyt 1754 

91 Aaron Huntf 'S5 
9S Daniel Hall(r) 
9i Edward HarJy^ '?d 
9ii Joshua Hallt l5"l 

92 James Huutcrt H97 
92 Wm. HardistytlSiJl 



. (b^ He located iniype/liut m- 
Jcrcd the travel fiDy;,connc'^"«"^" 
gain a little before he died. 



I (c)He took a location inifci, 
•but tindiii^r his heal A returning, 
.he tool: a circui; agaiu after six 
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iepbeti John- 
sont • 3790 

Dim Jarrall* '=6 
sthro Johnson I ^94 
onathan Jackson 
Vm. Jackaonf '92 
jhnN. Jones* '68 
Dshua Jonest '^7 
imes Jinkins!" 1806 
sr. Jaoksonf 1795 

K 
jhnKoblcrt 1801 
rceinan Killings- 

woirht 17S5 

cbulon Kankcyt'^8 
ubsalom Kensey}'96 
3el Ketohumt 1801 

acob Lurtont 1795 
liebael Lardf, '92 
aniel Lockett '93 
Ledbetterf *96 
iaac Lowf '95 

saac Lunsfordf '97 
)hn Lccf 'ai 

3hn Lindseyt '95 
^''m. Loseej- *9S 

rthur Lipseyl* '95 
Vm. A. Lillcyf '07 
)seph LovcHflSOO 
'ho mas LyellJ '04 
homas Lucas 

M 
er. Masiinf X7£0 
»hn M'Clkskey 
>hn Merriokf '97 
astley Matthews 
arkMoor^t '9& 
arnab^s M'Hen- 

yf '96 



1787 Jer. Mintorj- 1791 
87 JohnMilbiirnt. '90 

87 Thomas Morrellf't^J 
87Nath.B. Mills 

C8 BennetMaxeyt '97 

88 Wm. Mosst '99 
88 James Mcachamt*97 
88 Peter Massey* '91 

88 Wm. M'Kendree 
88JohnM'Geet '93 

89 Christopher S. 

Moring 
89 Philip Maithew6t'9S 
89 Wm, M'Dowellf '1^5 

89 Wm. M-LjBnuahan 

f Geo. M'Kinneyf T4 

90 John Metcalft '95 

91 Geo Marti nt '97' 
91 Jos. Moorot - ISve 
91 Levin Moorcf- '01 
91 Rabert M Coy, 

91 Wm Moody f 1797 

91 Simon Miller* '9S 
9S Law. M'Combsfl806 
9a^Law. Mrtnsfieldt '03 

92 Stith Mead 

N 
fi9JeS8cNicholsont^7fS 
9l And* Nichdst ^&0l 
91 James Nolly f 1794 

91 Jon, New«]anf '95 

92 Jer. Norraanf 1£02 

O 
91 Wm. Ormond* '03 
P 

85 JohnPaupt 1792 
87Rich.Pear&onf *fO 
88 James Park&f '95 
8S Emory Pryer* 'CS 
^ Geo. Y\xlV.^V\vv^ 



o 
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1 7?0 Francis Parkcrtl794 

90 John Facet *95 

91 Elisha Pelhamf *9Q 

"94 



(IS Jacob Pcckt 

{)? James Painter 

92 John Paget 1804 

R 
^5 Levin Rosst 17€0 
n? Ben. Robertst '90 
S7 Benton Riggin* "QQ 
^;8 Jesse Ribhard- 

sont ]£05 

>i8 John Rowent 17£3 

88 Eliphalet Reed* 'Cl 

89 John Robinson] '^3 

89 John Russillt '99 

90 Evan Rogerst '95 
£0 Men8ies Rainorl '95 
90 Sam. Ruddert '97 
90 Stewart Redmant*95 
90 Stephen G. Ros- . 

zelt '94. 

?0 John Ragan* '97 
90 Geo. Roberts! !806 

90 Fred. Ropert 1793 

91 Isaac Robert8ont'97 

91 James Rogerst 1^01 
<)! Josias UandclU 1799 

92 Jordan Rexford| *95 
92 Joseph Rovrent l804 
92 John Ray t '01 
<jS Levi Rogerst 1795 

S 

85 Robert Sparkst '96 
€6 John Simmonst 1^07 

86 SihonSmitht 1792 

87 Christ. Spryt 180^ 

88 AquilaSuggst 1797 
88 Lemuel Smitht '^6 

f9 Nioiplas Sebre\\V^4^u\ilv?wV. 



1789 Wm. Spencert "97 
89 Pera. Smitht 180S 
89 Dan. Southallt 1797 

89 Rich. Swain* )80S 

90 Daniel Shinest 17(5 
90 John Sproul* '^S 
90 Matthias SwaimfM 
90 Daniel StringerfJA 
90 Thomas Scottt ^^5 
90 Dan. Smitht '^^ 

90 Hubbard Saun- 

dcrst "^^ 

9 1 John Seawellt '^f 
S^zl^hilipSandst *»» 

92 Sam. S Stew- 
artt 18W 

92 Solomon Sharp 

T 

85 Amos 6. Thoinp- 
sont iW 

86 Micajah Tracyt ^ 

86 Sam. Q. TalbottfW 

87 John Todd t *•• 

88 James Thomast '•' 
91 Jas. Tolleson* iSCO 
91 Joshua Taylort 'W 

91 Ben, Tarrantt 1786 

92 Joel Tuckert "^ 
92 Wm. Talbutt 'S5 
92 Joseph Totten 

V 

88 Albert Van Nos- 

trand*(J) '»^ 

91 David Vallcaut 'W 

W 

85MarkWhitakert'W 

(d) He travelled one year ib* 

then stopped. Several ycin i^ 

I he began to travel ayain and ^ 
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s. William- 
i\- 1792 

ard Westt '91 
5S Wilson* '93 
s. Weather- 
•d* '92 

. Weeks* 1800 
•ge Wellst J 793 
. Wigtont '94 
ua Wells 



1 790 John West 
90 John Wynn* 
90 Philip Wagert 

90RufusWileyt 
92 James Ward 
92 Smith Weekst 
92 Hugh Workst 
92 John Watson 



1794 
^98 
'P4 

»99 
'95 



(e) He went to Nova Scotia in 
1 794, and after a few years located 
there. 



\ViIsont(c) 

s list, from 1785 to .1792, there are 287 
s ; which being added to the former list, 
I all 412. About 30 preachers outof the 
have continued regularly in the travelling 
on ; and about 35 have died in the work. 
be well for the reader to recollect that the 
of the time v^hen each preacher began to 
nd when he quit travelling, is taken from 
al minutes of the conferences ; and in one 
o of the conferences which made up the 
for the year 1792 were held in the lattei* 
ic preceding year ; of course, the preach^ 
were admitted on trial, with those who 
ated at the two conferences held in De- 
1791, are entered for the year 1792. 

THIRD CLASS, OR DIVISION, 



OF 



IHODIST PREACHERS, 

From the tjear 1793 to 1800, 



ncis Acuff*l795 
i.Atwoodi- 180i 
)iiias Allenf '01 
•a. Andrews* '00 
1. Avantt '05 
i,Algoodf '06 

cc2 



1800 George Arm* 

strongt 1304 

ISOO Smith Arnold 
1 800 William Anson 

B 
(703 Roht. Bonbam* 1800 
93 WilU«t«v ft^\V\ W^'^ 
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]794Dan1. Brumleyt 1808 
94 David Brown* 1803 
94 John Brodhead 
94 Jonathan Bate- 

mant 1799 

94 William Beau- 

champt 1801 

94 David Buckt 'X)5 

96 Moses Black:! '07 
96 Roger Bentonf '05 
96Wm.Brittaint '02 
96 Wesley Buddt '00 
98 Elijah Bachellert '04 

98 Truman Bishop 

99 Benjamin Bidlack 

1 800 Ezekiel Burdinet '04 
iSOO Joseph Baker 
1800 Louner Blackman 

C 
J 793 Moses Crane t 1796 

93 Robert Coxf '97 
04 Ezekiel Canfield 

94 Josiah Colet 18Q1 
94RezinCash* '03 
94 Samuel Coate 

94 Thomas Coopt 1797 

95 Charles Caven- 
dert 1800 

95 Daniel CroHchf '04 
95 Jacob Calbertl^ 1800 
95 Michael Coate 

95 Nathaniel Cha- 
pint 1799 

96 Zenas Congerf 1801 
. 96 John Cullisonf '04 

97E)erCowle8r 1800 

97 J. seph Crawford 
97 Win P. Chandler 
99BritUin Capell 

PS-Elij. CWcbestcrVol 



199 Billy Corr^ 1808 

1800 Henry Clarkf '06 
1 800 Jesse Coef >07 

1800 John Campbellt '07 
1 800 John Coxt '06 

D 
l79SBenj. Dentont 1701 
93 Daniel Dennist '97 
93 James Douthitj 1803 
93 John Durbo- 

rpught 17W 

93 Wm. Douglas^ 'W 

93 Leoaard Dysonf *^ 

95 Timothy Dew - 

eyt im 

95 Wm. Duzant 1798 

96 Joseph Dunn t 1801 

97 Johnson Dun- 
hamt '06 

97 Samuel Douthitf '05 

97 Thomas Dodsonf 'OS 

98 Thomas D&ugha- 
dayt 1802 

98 George Daugher- 
ty* '01. 

98 Hanover Don- 
nonf '0& 

99 David Dunhamt '0^ 
99 James Dentonf 'Oi 
99 Peter B. Davisf '06 

1800 William Davisf '04 

E 
1 793 Jacob Egbcrtf 1800 

95 Edmund Ellist 1799 

96 Wm.Earley,jr.»'99 

96 Benj. Essexf 1805 

97 Llewellin Evansr '01 

98 John Evanst '01 
%^ i^lvtv EUis^jr.t V 
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1800 Henry Eames 

F 

1793 John Foiintaint 1 

95 JohnFaulcomt 

95 John b'inegan 

$6 ArcbibaldFos- 

tert 1 

97 James Floydf 1 
97 LoammiFloydj 1 
99 Thomas Fietch- 
er^ 
1800 lyio&es Floydt '0^ 

G 

1794 Lewis Garrittt 1806 

95 H. M Gainesf 1799 

97 Kotjert Gaiuest 1801 

99 John Garvmt. 

1800 John Gamewell 

1800 Levi Garrisoot 

1800 Samuel Garrard 

1800 Jacob Gruber 

1800 John Govef 

H 

1793 Wm. Hunter 

- 94 Roger Hancockfl 800 

'9d£tiasHnIlE 1798 

95 James L. Hig. 



IBt 



1801 



95 Duke W. Hill- 
lumf 1799 

88 John HarpertC/) 1803 
S6 Aaron H 

phrcyt, 1799 

96 James Hunter ji 
96 Solomon Har- 

rist 1807 

96 Stephen Bull 

(f) He came lo t lie United 
States ftom ibe West Indies 
iKthel«tt«rpart of ir94< 



97 Daniel Higbyt 1807 
• 7 Joseph HiTlf 'Ol 
l»8i\saHeatht 'OS 

98 Billy Hihbert 
L'8Reu.Hubbard| '09 

98 Samuel Hooserf '01 

99 James Herron 

99 Lewis Hunt" '01 

1800 James Huntf '04 



1795 Hamilton Jef&r- 

94 James Jonest 1799 

95 Aquilla Jonest '98 
95 Joseph Jewel 

9C Shadrach John- 
son t isoo 

97 Augustus Joce- ' 

lint '04 

97 Thomas Jonest 'OS 

97 Peter Jane* '06 

98 Jease Justicet '04 

99 David Jamest '06 
99 Nathan Jarratt* '03 
99 Keuben Jonest '04 

K 
94 W.Kavanaugbitl798 

94 James King* 'g7 

95 Sylvs Keelert 1807 

95 \\iirat7,Kenyont'04 

96 Caleb Kiiidallr '04 

97 John King, jr.t 'OS 

98 EpajjhrasKibbe 

fi9 Bent. Kenilrick* '07 
Qn Jeremiah Kingt '05 
leoo Gideon A. Knowltoi 
l&OU WUIl«ia t£.u<aiL 
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i;)4Ci!a. l.cdbctfertl?99 
05 JJenj. Uakint 
<t5 Jolm Larlceyt I £00 
PC Jas. Lattomas'^ 
00 Jeremiab Law 

Bon+ I79P 

00 William L: 

butht leOO 

97 JolinLeadi* 
97 Richard L)>ont 
09 Edward Larkins 
ISOO Solomon Lang- 

'05 



M. 

17SS Enoch Mudgef 1 
Dljcremiah Mun- 

dayt 
giJos. Mitchellt 1804 
yi Thomas Mann 
94 IlcWrt Manlyt 

94 J^nies Moore 
f>5 Archer Moodyt 

95 Benjamin Mat- 
thewaf 

ffl Timothy Mer- 

rittt 
t7 Alexander M'- 

Cainf 

97 Bannister Mea- 
dort 

98 Thomas Millcgan 

99 Alexander M'- 
Laint 

9!) John Mooret 

99 Lewis Myers 

99 Moses Mafthewsfoa 

99 William MiJIs 

i>9ZachariahMad' 



f £00 Caleb Morrist 1803 
1800 Samuel MuonetfOS 
UOO Samuel Meiwia 

N". 

1797 JohnNioholst W 

98 Thomas Kelaont W 

O. 
93 Daoiel Ostrander 
96 AnningOwen 
1800 Joseph Osburn 



duxt 



1793 John PfaJlUpg, ju- 
niort ' 'Oi 

93 William Paget "96 

93 Zadock Priest* '96 

94 Richard Poaeyt "M 

95 Jamea Pattcr- 
Bonf im 

95 Joseph PioDell 

96 John Pittat V 
96 John Pottsf t 
93 Josiah Phillips . 

1800 Daniel Pickett "M 

Q. 

1T99 JamcaQuiniit '01 

R 

93 Samuel Risberf W 

94EdwdT. How- 

.Beyt 'J3 

94MacobRiakhawi!t:0(i i 
04, JohaKobertsoii, 

juniorf \m ■ 

97 JohnKittht I'W 
ISOO naniel \loss\ '03 
ItUO Daniel Kyan* 'oi 
HOO Henry RyM 
lEOO Jeremiah Rus> 
sillf 



'e6\'V£W \%»»!6 RftUlMt "ul 
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nthonySalet 1799 
mes Smith 
sseStoncmantlSO'i 
chd. Stockettl798 
;nry Smith 
icholas Sne- 
ent 1806 

m. Stormst 1797 
rrus Stebbins|1805 
hn Scwardt '01 
hii ShepherdtI797 
lomas F, Sar- 
nt 

)gerSearl| 1805 
mes St kesf ISQO 
hn Sale 
seph Stone 
)adiah Stranget 

1799 
chard Sneath 
ivid Stevens 
)enezer Ste- 
nst 180a 

seph Snelling 
seph Sawyer 
homas Shawf 'C6 
ijah.R. Sabint 'C4 
shua Soul 
a,than Swainf 'C4 
homas Smith 
)n)fortC. Smith I 

seph Shane t 'C4 
T 



nthony Turk*J805 

avid Thomp- 

nt 1797 

ephen Tim- 

mat 18041 



1 rre Samuel Thomas 
97 John Turnerf 1801 

97 William Thatcher 

1800 Louther Taylorf '07 

V 
179S JohnVannemantl797 

96 Peter Vannest 

98 William Vredcn- 
burght 1808 

W 
€3 Alward Whitetl797 
€3 Hc^kiah C. Wors- 

ter* '98 

93 Elijah Woolscyt '97 
\S William Wilker- 

scn* '98. 

93 William Wellsf '97 

93 Thomas Wilker- 
sont 1808 

94 ThomasWoolseyf 01 

94 Samuel Walchtl797 
94. John Wefeksf '97 

95 Curtis Williamsf 

180^ 

95 Humphrey Wood 

95 Joseph Whitbey t 

1799 

85 Moses Wilson t 180S 
95 Nathan William- 

sont 1799 

CQ Ralph Willistonl 

IBOe 

97 Edmund Way- 
^ man* '0^ 

97 John Wilson 
97 Nathaniel Wal- 

kert 'OS 

97 Bobcrt Wilkcr- 



son\ 



'^x 



97 \^v\\\^txv^ti^^\ ^^^ 



330 A suoiiT uisTonv [1801 



i;vb Abner Woodf 1805 
<:S Daniel Webb 
1>9 BiiraillaWillcvf '04 



J 800 Buddy W. Whce- 
lert 1806 

y 

1796 Robert Yallelytl'69 

Til this third Class of preachers; there are 259 
who have been admitted into full connection. 
About 20 of them have died in the travelling plan: 
and between 50 and CO, have continued to travel 
to the. presL'nt time. Adding these 259 to the 
former numbers, make in all 671. 

The reader will observe, that f jr the five first 
years, that is 179o and 1797 inclusive, the confe- 
3'ences began in one year, and finished in the fol- 
lov, ing year ; and were all published as the mi- 
nutes of conference for the veur in which the last 
conference was held. For instance, in 1795 there 
were seven conferences ; two of them were hcW 
in October, and November 1794, and five were 
held 1795. But they are all published together ifl 
a pamphlet, with this title, ^' Minutes taken at 
the several Annual Conferences of the Metho^ 
dist Episcopal Church in America, for the vcar 
1795." 

The above dates, when the preachers began to 
travel, &c. being taken from these mim>te5, it 
will be understood that (he time is according to 
the account published in the minutes, 

FOURTH CLASS, OR DIVISION, 

METIIODI S T PREA C HERS, 

From the year IBOl to l80f>. 



A 

J'SOI George Askins 
01 Luman Andrus 
01 James Aikins 
(YZ Thomas Adams 



1804 Archibald Alex- 
andert 1809 

04» Abraham Araos 
05 James Axley 
05 Wm. Arendtilf '07 



0!^ Joseph Aj^dclott \ OQ>Vo^^^ K^\\^'wUv 
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1806 Bridges Arendell 
06 Thomas Asbury 
CO Philip Aycr 

B 

01 David Best 
01 Oliver Bcal 
01 Thomas Branch 
01 William Bran- 

dont 
OS David BacheUerf 'C9 



1805 



02 John Billinjis' 



05 



02 John Bethelt 
OS Jeremiah Brown- 
ingt '04* 

02 Mesheck Boycef V7 
C2 Samuel Budd 

O'S Henry Bbehm 

03 Nathan Bangs 

03 Dyer BurgeJ \ 8 
03 John Baillewt 09 

03 Luther Bishop 
03 Mitchell B. Bull 
03 Thomas Budd 

03 Elishtt Bowman 
()4 James Boyd, jr, 

04 Dexter Bates'f '09 
04 Lewis Bates 

04 Nathan Barnes 
C4 Robert Burch 
04 Thomas Baring 
04 William Barnes 
04 William Blairf '09 



05 Adam Burge 



05 Francis Birdf 
05 Plinney Brett 
05 Thomas Burch 
05 Warren Banister 
C5 Richard Browning 
(0 Robert Bolton 
tO James Bate/rail 



09 



1801 Isaac Cookf 18CG 
01 Isaac Can dee 

01 James Chappcit '06 
01 Joseph ChcL- 

vroi t| '05 

01 Josh uaCro welt '^9 
Oi Seth Crowel 
01 Labin Clark 

01 Zcnos Covel 

OS Alfen H Cobbf '09 
CS Leonard Castle *\)ii 
02-Nehemiah Coja 

02 Robert Carter f 'C6 

02 Thomas Church 

03 AsaCummings 

03 James Crowderf 'cO 
03 William Crutch- 
fieldt \ 

03 Phenehas Cook 

(4GubrilChristiantVG 
(4 John Collins 

04 Samuel Cochran 
04 Thomas Currin 

04 Luther Cham- 
berJaint 'Od 

05 Amos Cnrtist *0'j 
05 Caleb W. Cbud 

05 David Carr 
05 Joseph Carson 

05 Peter Cartwright 
I'd William Case 

C6 Abdu Christian 

00 Charles Callaway 

06 James Charles 
01) Jonathan Chanev 

D 

01 Thomas Djirleyt 'c 6 
01 Thomas L. Douglass 
0\ S'Avnu«\\iTi8C^^^ 
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1802 Paul Dustin 
03 DjinicI Dudlcjrf l8o7 
03 Gideon Draper 

03 Caleb Dustinf '('9 
C4 James Davidsonf 09 

04 Thomas Dunn 

.' Samuel Dunwodjr 
06 Benj;«inin Duvany 
06 Abraham Daniels 
C6 Michael Dunnf '09 

E 
C4 Datus Ensign 
65 Benjamin Edge 

05 William Eliiug- 
tont '09 

C6 Thomas Elliott 
F 

01 Noah Fidlert \)7 
ul Nathan Fclch I 'o7 

02 Christopher Frye 
012 Silvester FpstcrJ '06 

03 Ebenezer Fair- 
banlcf '09 

05 John Frenehs 

05 Joseph Fairbankt 09 

05 Joseph Farrart '08 

05 William Fox 

05 Hezekiah Field 

Ce Caleb Fogg 

G 
02 Wm.Goodhuet '06 

02 John A. Gra- 
nadet ^06 

03 John Gibbonst *08 

04 Simon Gillespie 

04 David Goodhuef W 

05 Charles Giles t '09 

05 Nathan Gagef '08 

06 Benjamin Gordon 
06 James Glenn 



1806 Job Guest 
oa Alfred Griffith 

H 
01 Elijah Heddiog 
01 Joseph Hallf tSOJ 

01 Wm. Hubbardt '09 

02 James Hillf '05 
0^ John Hossilcus 

02 Joseph Ha^st '09 
0:^ Samuel Hiliman 

03 Andrew Hemphill 
03 Edmund Hcnlj* 'OJ 
03 Reuben Harris 

03 William Hoyerf 'OS 

03 William Hill 

04 Anthony Houston 
04 Benoni filarris 

04 John Holmesf 'Ol 

04 Silvester Hill 

05 Erasmus Hill / 
05 John Hill^ jr. 

05 Miles Harper 

05 William Houston 

06 Thomas Heliums 
06 Thomas Heathcock 
06 Horatio E. Hail 

06 William Hunt 
06 SaulHinkle 

I 
01 Benjamin Ilifl* *05 
04 Daniel Ireland 

J 
01 William Jonesf 'W 

01 B.enjamin Joaes* *04 

02 William JohnsoDt'04 
04 James Jennings 

04 Enoch Jones 

05 Jeremiah Jeffries 

05 W'lliam Jean 

06 Hilliard Judge 
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1806 Amos Jinks 

K 

02 Asa Kent 

04 Philip Kcnnerl/t '06 
C4» Daaiel Kelly 

05 Joshua W.Kill- 
patrickt 'OO 

06 Williapi M. Ken- 
nedy 

06 James Kelscy 
06 William Keith 



OS Ralph Lootspeich 

03 Richard Lattimore 

04 John Lattimore 
04 Salmon Lyon 

04 Jeremiah Luros- 
dent '09 

05 George Lane > 
05 Thomas Lasley 
05 Timothy Lee 

05 William B. Lacy 

06 George G. Lightf '09 

06 Moses Lawrencet 

'09 

06 Wm. G. Lowman 
06 Ben]. F. Lambord 

M 
Ol Alexander Mor- 
ton+ '07 

01 James H. Mellard 

02 Alfred Medcalf 
02 Andrewr M'Kain 

02 David B. Mintzf '07 
02 Edward Matthews 
(XB Philip Mungcr 
OS John M'Vain 
04 Adject M'Guiert '09 
04 Samuel Mills 



1804 David M'Mas- 

terst 1808 

04 John M'CIuer 
04 John Meek t 08 

04 William M'Kinney 

05 Thomas Madden 
05 Hczekiah M'Lel- 

land 

05 Henry Martin* '08 

06 William Mnrphrey 
06 William M Masters 
06 Gerard Morgan 
06 Jam€s Mitchell 
06 <Jeorge M^Crackin 
06 John Miller 

N 
06 Greenleaf R. Norris 

O 
04 Joseph Oglesby 

04 William Owen 

05 Joshua Oglesby 
05 firastus Otis 
05 John Owen 
05 Richardson Owenf 



03 

P 
01 James Polhamus 

01 PhenehasPcokf '05 

02 Asa Pattiet 05 
02 Dan Perry t '09 
02 Fielder Parkert 'Ol 

02 Hugh Portert '0/ 
03^ Thomas Perryt '08 

03 Gershom Pearce 

04 Clement Parkert '68 
04 Samuel Phillipst '07 

04 William Pattison 

05 John Porter 

06 John Pinnerf *09 
05 LoyictUtw^^ 

D d 
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1805 Reddick Pearce 
05 Robert Perry 
05 Samuel Parker 

05 Jesse Pinnell 
0% Robert Porter 

06 Thomas Pinnell 
C6 Andrew Prendle 

R 
0) Martin Rutter 
02 Daniel Rickerf 1809 
02 ThomasRavlingt'oe 
02 William Ryland 

02 Robert R. Roberts 
05 John Robertson 3d 

03 James Ridsway ^ 

04 James Reed 

04 John Richardsl '08 

05 Caleb Reynolds 
05 James Russill 

S 
01 Asa Shinn 

01 Griffin Swectt .'08 

02 Frederick Stier 
02 James Smith, jr. 
02 William Smith 
02 ThomasStrattont'oe 
02 Thomas Skeelf '08 

02 William Steelf '05 

03 David Stimpsont '08 

03 Joseph Stevens 

04 Eben Smith 
04 Henry Stead 
04 Joseph A. Shac- 

klcfordt '08 

04 William Stevens 
04 James M. Smith 

04 Thomas Shandsf 'OS 

05 Joseph Sampson 
OS James SaundeiraV^ 
05 Joel Smitht 'OS^ 



1805 Matthew P. Stur- 
div^nt 
05 Joseph Scull 
05 William W. Shep- 
herd t 1809 

05 Williaiii ShandsfOr 
p6 Samuel Sellers 
CO William W. Shep- 
herd 

C6 John Swartswalier 
C6 Oliver Sikes 
€6 Solomon Sias 

06 Joel Steele 
oeTheophilusBiiiith 
06 William Snyder 

T 

01 Lewis Taylort '0/ 

02 Joseph Toy 

02 Neheraiah U. TojBp- 
kinst "^ 

OS Noble W. Thomtf 

03 Samuel Thompfllt 

04 Epps Tuckert "^ 
04 John Tinkum 
04 Eli Town 
04 Sampson Tramiaelit 

04 Joseph Tarpley 

05 Benjamin Trade* 
wellf. '08 

05 William Thomp-, 

sent . 'W 

06 Pleasant Tharman 

06ZadockB.Thacli:- 
ston 

V 

01 Matthew Vanduaafl 

02 Elias Vanderlipt 'C* 
06 William Verinillion 

I W ' 
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180] Ebenezer WaBhburn 
01 Joab Watsont 1806 
01 Josiah Wilker- 

sonf 'C6 

0'\ Elijah W^rdt '04 

01 John Wiltbank 

02 Ebcaezer White 
02 Frederick Wood- 
ward! '07 

62 John Walker 
C2 Francis Ward 

02 Joseph Willis 

03 Elijah Willardt '07 
08 George Woolley 

03 Henry White 
08 Jesse Walker 
08 John P. Weaver 



1803 Kicholas Willis 
03 Thomas Walker 

03 Wm. Wright, jr. f 07 
04* James Watts 

04 Wiley Warwick 

05 Jolvi Weaver 

05 Nathan Weaden 
0^ Joseph Williams 

06 John Williamson 

05 Levi Walker 

06 Gray Williams 

Y 
01 Benj. Ydungt '05 

03 Jacob Young 
04DanYoungr '09 

04 James Youngf '08 
06 David Young 



03 Joel Winch 

In thrs last Class of preachers, therfe are 317 
who have been travelling in full conneetion : this 
immber being added to the former numbers, 
majce in alt i)SS, Between 80 and 90 preachers 
from first to last have died in the travelling con- 
neetion. 1 have set down the year in which each 
preacher died, although their death might not be 
published in the minutes till the following year : 
jexcept in some cases where I could get no ac- 
coant of their death, only from the minutes of the 
conferehee. In that ease I have entered them 
as I found them. 

* 

A LIST OF 
METHODIST PREACHliRS, 

WHO WERH ONLY PROBATIONERS. 

From the year 1773 to 1806. 

The following preachers were admitted upon 
trial, but Stopped travelling in a short time^ and 
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therefore werd not admitted into fall connection. 
1 have inserted all their names in the following 
list, except those of a few who never went to 
their circuits. I have intentionally omitted sucii 
as came under my own observation. Several who 
hcgan to travel, stopped through weakness df bo- 
(ly, and some through discouragement ; and tiKi- 
n y on the account of family concerns. Some of 
them however arc now useful local preacher^; 
and an honour to (he Methodists. I have enter- 
ed at the end of some of their names, the time 
when they died ; and have put a mark at the end 
r)ra few names to shew that the person left 08; 
or was expelled. 

Jt has never been a practice among the Mc 
iliodists, to publi'sh any account in the tninutestif 
the conferences, of those preachers who were 
only on trial ; but in case tney died, left us, of 
stopped travelling, their names have been omit- 
ted \^ithout further notice. 

1796 William Beck 
Od Jeremiah Ballard 
95 Charles Bonnewell 
07 John Baker 



A 
1778 John Atkins 
79 Lewis Alfrcv 
79 Wm. Adams* 1779 



69 Wyatt Andre\vs*'9l ICOI BanksM Burrough 



^9 Edward Almond 
93 David Abbott, jr. 
ISOI James Amiis 

B 

1778 John Beck 
8] Stephen Black* 
85 Hezekiah Bonham 
^5 Shores Bright 
80 Terence Burns 
87 William Bradbury 
8S Daily Beard 
89 Joseph Benson 
^9 John B^arker 



02 Sharon Boothe 

03 John Bell 

04 James Briodle 

04 John Brown 

05 Benjamin Bishop 
03 James Boykin 

05 Joshua Barnes 

06 John Brockin^toa 

C 

]778 Carter Cole 
eg Caleb Cofe 
87 David Coinbg 
87 Daniel Combp 
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1789 John ChUds 

89 Jul as Coraer 

90 Heary Christie 
92 Oharlea Cook 
9f Heqry Crai^k 

95 Frederick ("urp 

96 Thomas Currj. 
99.Michola8 Chambers 

ISOO Jesse Cole 

01 Gilbert Carpenter 

02 Solomon Covingibn 

02 gliomas Carperter 
04 Moses Currier 

03 Adbel Coleman 

* 

t05 Dempsey Clayton 
D 
1778 Daniel Duval 
87 /Thomas Davis 
.94 Willil^n Daivley 
94 <FQhn Dickin 
98 Lowrenzo Dow| 

98 Thomas Drumgooje 

99 James Dillard 

1800 Daniel W Dickerson 
1800 Robert Dier 
02 Thomas Doxey 

02 George Daugherty, 
junior 

03 John Durbin* 1805 

04 David Dannilly 
04 George Dillard 
04 Jesse Davis 
04 John Dickins, jr. 

^74 Philip Ebert 
86 Aquiila Edvrards 
95 Thomas Edwards 
97 Stephen Ellis 

^OSbevinEdney 

03£bpAe2erJ£a8ty 

j}i2 



1804 Ira Ellis jr.. 

93 Seymour Ensign 

1 776 A(lam Fonarden 
.85 John Freeman 
92 Daniel Freeman 

94 Rd. Furgu8on:( 1796 
96 John Fell 
98 Elijah Fitchgerald 

18q2 Oren Fairbaok 
05 Nathan Fox 

05 Richard Flint 

06 Henry Fisher 
06 George Fletcher 

G 

1779 Greenbury Green 
85 Miehael Gilbert 
87 Leif is Grigg 
89 Miles Green 
92 Peter Gautier 

94 F^eebprnGarJcetteon, 
junior 

9,4 Peter Guthrie 

95 William Guiry 
99 Daniel Gossage 

18012 Samuel Gorsline 

03 James Gwin . 

C5 True GliddenT- 

06 John Green 
H 
1779 Charles Hopkins 

85 Eleazer Hatheway 

85 Mo^es Hurley 

86 WiUiam Hudson 
86 William Harvey 

92 Isaac Hammer 

93 Samuel Hollis 

97 Callier Hill* 1799 

98 Cornelius Hill 

l801Dd«BiLHuia«* veqi^ 
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1801 Oliver Hall 

03 Samuel How 
OS Daniel Uudsoil 
C^i fienjamia Hill 

04 Isaac Hall 

05 William Hardwiok 
C6 William Hitt , 

06 Kicbolas Hill 

J 
17B0 John James 
84 David Jefferson 
93 James Johnsonf 
95 Daniel Johns 
97 Hill Jones 

07 William James 
1800 Wiley Jones 

02 Daniel Jones 

04 John Johnson 

K 
1776 Henry Kennedy 
82 George Kemble 
iBoi John Kewley 

05 Andrew Kernegatt 
'04 Samuel King 

L 
1786 Elijah Lumsdon 

00 Joseph Lillard 

01 Ricketson Lipsey 
^1 Thomas Lovell 

95 William Le Masters 
94 JohnLindseyJr, 

96 Robert Leeds 
98 Shubal Lamb 

1802 James Lewis* 

06 Garnett Lee 
M 
mo Thomas Morris 

66 Caleb Maitey 

66 John Mason 

0d Robert J. MiUer 



1788 Lenox Martin 
60 Lemuel Moore 
01 Jeptha Moore 
04 Matthew M'Gee 

04 William M'Collott 

05 Elijah M'Cay 
05 Edward Millis 

05 Kathanii^l Mnosy 
orEbeneser M'Lais 
90 John Merriekjn 

1801 John Moody 
01 William Marsh 

01 Moses Morgan 

02 Hugh M'Curdy 

06 Charles fi. Mattiem 

N 
1785 George Noseworitii 
02 Benjamin Northeot 
02 William R Nlchol 

05 Nathaniel Korwsv 
1805 Obed Koland 

06 William Keelley 



179^5 Richard Owen 

86 Benjamin Ogdea 
01 James O'Cuf 

P 

1784 John fhiltips 

87 Elijah Phelps 

88 Richard Pope 
00 James Powel 
Oo Nathaniel Pinkard 
05 Jason Perkins 

1800 Aaron Parvin 
1800 Williitm Picket 
05 William Pettigre 

04 Parley Parker 

05 George Powfers V 
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,806 George Phillips 

06 Isaao Pease 
R 
L782 Hugh Roberts 

80 William Ratiiff . 

05 David Richardson:^ 

04 JohnRe}rnolds 
18ol Samuel Rose 

04 Heury Redstone 

05 Joshua Riggin 
o5 Lawrence Hiley 
05 William Ridgway 
€6 Kathauiet Rider 

S 

ir73 Robert Strawbridge 
6 1 Charles Scott 
65 John Sttreet* 1786 
65 William Steen* 87 
86 John Stewart 
^8 Benjamin BneUing 

^ 02 George Streebeck 
92 Jonathan Stephenson 
92 Re^ib Simpsoti 

92 Elijah Sparks 

93 Randolph Smith 

94 Moses Spear 

96 Ebeneeer Smith 
07 George Shanks 

97 Asher Smith 
.98 John Saunders 
99 John Stewart, junior 
90 Nathan Smith 

ISOO Asa Smith 

01 John Sweet 

02 Lewis Sutton 
05 Thomas Scott, jr. 
04 Fletcher Sullivan 
04 Nathan Smith, jr. 

04 Manly Smallwoocl 

05 HolliiS S^mpBOA 



18o6 Jesse Stansell 
06 Thomas Stewart 
06 Joseph Smith 
06 Joseph Smith, jr* 
06 £lisha Stricter 

T 
1785 James Thomaa'^17S9 

90 Samuel Tucker 
OWoseph Tatman 
95 Joseph Thrift 
95 Charles Tankersly . 
95 Samuel Tar 

i8o5 James Taylor 
06 John Thompson 
06 Stephen Thompson 

V 

1780 Henry Vanoyer 
90NuwitVick 

W 

1776 William Wrenn 
77 Robert Worster 
85 Joshua Whorley 
85 Wm. Wright* 1784 
89 Thomas Workman 
80 William Ward 

91 John Wood 
02 Joseph Warn Wright 
94 John Worster 
96 Michael H. R. 

Wilson* 179S 

06 Solomon Wyatt 
1800 William Williams 

01 John Walls 

02 Joel Wecker 
02 Stephen G, White- 
head 

04 Benjiimin Watts 

05 Edmund Wv\<5Xi^ 
0^ CVvw\^% "^ ^x^'Cv^ 
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In the foregoing list, we have 2S1 preachers, 
who were admitted on trial to travel and preach. 
These being added to the former namber, make 
1249 who have travelled as Methodist preachers 
in the United states of America^ incladiiig also 
that part of Canada which is supplied with preach- 
ers who are under the 'direction of oar confer- 
ence. 

I have taken no account of th<( preaeherf who 
have begun to ti-avel since the year 1806, as I 
could not in all cases tell whether they were yet 
on trial^ or in full connection. 

Thus far the Lord hath prospered as, and the 
number ofpreachers which have been raised op 
aniong us far exceeds our fortner expectation. U 
is now just 40 years since the first Methodist 
preachers were sent to America ; they came over 
m 1769, of course it is now (1809) forty years. 
There have also been raised up amongst us 
in the course of the same time more than 3000 
local preachers. This is the Lord's dqin^, and it 
is marvellous in our eycY. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

I the b(^ginning of the year 1807, to th^ end 

of 1809. 

1807, we had our conferences as follows ; 

e 20kh conference was held at.Ebenezer, : 

snnessee, on the 16th of September 1806. ^ 

8 206th at Sparta^ in Georgia; on the 28th of 

mbcrl80e. 

e 207th ii\.Newbern, on the 2d of February 

e 208th in BaltimorCj on the 2d of March. 
e 209th in Philadelphia, on the 2d of April. ^ 
e 2lOth at Coeyman^s ratent^ on tbe.2d of 

e 211feh in Boston, on the 2d of June. 
is year we took in several new circuit p.r- 
le western conference we took in JP^tst 
, MissouriCf Oachitta^ Whitt iJivcr and 
Irig. In the Southern conference we took - 
oopee and Savannah, In the Virginia con-. 
;e, Iredel and Rocky Mount.^ In Baltimore 
rence, St. Mary^s aud Canesiio, In Phila- 
ia conference, Cumberland and Holland- 
hasc. In New- York conference, Schenec- 
In New-England conference, Stanstead 
7onaway, 
these conferences we admitted upon trial 

more than 100 young preachers ; and lost 
)f the travellinff connection thirty-seven, 
y-tvvo af them located, and three died : one 
5, and one \^as expelled. Those who died 
Richard Whatco^t/ James Lattomus, and 

Jayne. / 

fehard Whatcoat, was a native ol'^tv^^xA^ 
n GJoacestersbirc ; ,he became ^ \x^!^^^^% 
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preacher, in the year 1769. He travelled exten- 
sivcly through England and Ireland ; and in the 
latter end of the year 1784, he came to the Unit- 
ed States of America ; and at the Christmas cod- 
ference^ he assisted in the ordination of JVIr. As- 
bury. He laboured among us after that, in vari- 
es stations, in towns, cities, circuits and districts, 
until the year 1800, he was then ordained a bi- 
shop by the laying on of the hands of Dr. Coke, 
Mr. Asbury, and some of the elders : after which 
he travelled at large till he died. He travelled 
and preached in Europe and America 37 years. 
He attended the conferences in the south in the 
preceding year, that is in 1806, and continued to 
travel to the north as far as Dover in Delaware 
state, and there he yielded to his afflictions, and 
could go no further, and did not attend the three 
last conferences for that year. About tbree weeks 
after the last conference met he died, and of course 
there was no account of his death published oBtil 
the following year. 

His last affliction was very severe ; he lay at 
the house of Richard Bassett, late governor of 
Delaware state, then residing in Dover, for 13 
weeks, and then departed this life in the fall 
assurance of laith, on the 5th of July 1806. 

He was a pattern of piety and of patience ; 
he let his moderation be known to all men. He 
was always serious and solemn, and seldom 
complained of any difficulties that he met with. 
He wasan excellent preacher, sound in doctrine, 
and clear and plain in his explanations of the 
scriptures, with which he was particularly ac- 
quainted. 

He might be ranked among the best of men, for 

meekness and patience, humility and. sobric||^oi' 

watchfulness over V\Vs NvoxdTs^ and for a-nHttb 

and even temper •, and w\\)aa\,lw: ^S^.ik^:^ vii- 
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mation in -preaching : especially in the latter part 
of his life. In his death the {)i'^achers have lost 
a pattern of piety^ and the people have lost an 
ablerteacher. 

He travelled IS years in Europe, and 22 in 
America, which was 37 j^ears in all. 

He was born in 1736. Converted September 3^ 
1758. . . 

"Sanctified March 28, 1761. Began to travel and 
preach in 1769. . 

Came to America in 1784. Was ordained bi- 
shop in May 1800. 

He acted as bishop 6 years, and died at Dover 
July S, 1806. 

2. James /Lattomus, was born in Newcastle 
county in Delaware state ; he began to travel and 
preach in 1796, and after six years he became a, 
supernumerary, and continued so for four years 
before he died. He was a man of a feeble con^ 
stitution, but was considered as a good pious 
man. H3 depaiied this life in peace in Septem- 
ber 1806. 

3. Peter Jay ne, was a native of Marblehead, in 
Massachusetts ; born in 1773, and was convert- 
ed when he was about sixticn yca.-s dd : he be- 
gan to travel and preach when he was about 
eighteen years of age. He died in Boston on tiie 
6th of September 1806. He had trayejled a little 
more than nine years before he di^^' in which 
time he had been stationed in the^roviii^e of 
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut and iSTew- 
York states. 

We added to the society 14020 members, which 
ivas a very great increase. The work of the Lord 
_was very great during this year in most parts of 
the^United States. Religion prospered greatly 

"""^ state of Gfeorgia. At a camp meeting in 
icock county, about three miles sovsAJci^^^i^jax- 




ta, which bemn> on Toesdayrihe tBStU- of JiA^ 
and closed oQ Saturday followi&(f^ tfaevrwCreiTB . 
tents, add we calentatad oti '60 souls cMimtcd. 
There was another canip-ineetiiig at CbUt Wi^' 
ler, ^ftfter the former, wWe ^fa]ere Were alNif 
the same camber of abulsbroogU into tlie h.v6tt 
of-the Ixtrd. Other meetings 6f th? same^ )6aA 
wcreheldin the state, wber; many souls wen 
happily converted ; bat nUT as many us at the 
meetiitgs -hefore nLeationed. Ttie work spread- 
greatly through the circaitS, and some hundreds 
were added to the society in the course of a fefr 
months. 

On the 19th of April this year we formed a so- 
ciety in Saraiioah, w'hich was the first regular 
Methodist society we ever formed in tliat city. R' 
was just TO years firom the time that Mr, Joha 
Wesley formed a'society,' and in the same place,' 
which oMy continaed fora short time, during his 
stay among them, 

.The accoants from vtu^oas parts of the connec- 
tion res[)ectinj^the prosperity of religion was tru- 
ly pleasing. The Eastern Shore of Maryland 
and Virginia and the lower' counties in Delaware, 
were remai^ably visited ofthe Lord ; and many 
hundreds of people were traly converted, and 

' made the subjects of grace. The holy flame of 
love ran from place to place, and from heart to 
heart. [Ministers and people were remarkably 
engaged with God both in public and privatei 
and their preaching and praying was followed 
with a blessing frojn the Xxird. 

In the coarse of the yearlSOS, there WHS 
plan laid which would have overset and de^trof- 
ed the rules and regulation ofthe Methodii ' 
specting the 'election and-ordtn*tioi| of Bi 

It was said that ttie pUa on^oatadia the _. 

York conferencci wtocSi -«»»•» Sjfifein* V 
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ea.ll a delegated conference of seven members 
from each conference^ chosen by the copference, 
to meet in Baltimore on the fourth of July l807,to 
choose superintendants^ &c.'' This plan was a- 
doptedby four of the conferences, viz. New- York, 
New-England, the Western and South- Carolina 
IDonferences ; and delegates were accordingly 
chosen. But when it was proposed to the Virgi- 
nia conference, which met in Newbern, in Fe- 
bruary IBOT'j they refused to take it under consi. 
deration, and rejected it as being pointedly in op- 
position, to all the rules of our church. The bi- 
shop laboured hard to carry the point, but he la- 
boured in vain : and the whole business of that 
dangerous plan was overset by the Virginia con- 
fercncii. The inventers and defenders of thai 
project might have meant well ; but they certaiu- 
ly erred in judgment. » 

Id 1808, we had eight conferences, the last of 
which was a general conference. 

The 212th conference was h^d at Chilicothe, 
Ohio state, on the 14th of September 1807, 

The 213th iii Charleston, on the 28th of De.. 
camber 1807. 

The 214th in Lynchburg, on the 2d of Febru- 
ary 1808. 

The 216th in George Town, on the 2d of 
March. 

The 216th in Philadelphia, on the 20th of March. 
The 217th at Amenia, on the 6th of April. 
The 218th in New-London, on the l7th of 
April. 

The 219th was the 5th general conference, held 
in Baltimore, on the 6th of May. 

We took in several new circuits this year. In 
the western conference. Duck River ^ Marymack 
and Wills Creek. In the Southern coufeve.w!«.^ 
TomBig'Bee ^nd Faj/ctMnlk. lik flc^^ N vc^'s^^s^ 
£e 
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conference Neuse. In Philadelphia cohfe 
Antalany and SnowhilL In New England 
ferenccy Smithfield ^nd Palmira ; and a fe\ 
circuits were enlarged or divided. 

At these conferences we admitted upc 
upwards of 80 young preachers, and m\ 
out of the travelling connection 36 preachei 
located, one was expelled, 2 left us and fou 
Those who died, were George Daughertj 
net Kendrick. Henry Willis and Richard 1 

1. 6eorge Daogherty was a native of 
Carolina. He lost one of his eyes when 1 
young by the small pox ; he was tall and s 
made, and had an effeminate voice. He 
sensible and useful preacher. He was ve 
dious in private, and diligent and labori 
his ministerial labours. His piety and de 
was great. He travelled and preached 9 
and was generally esteemed very highly i 
work sake wherever he laboured. He v^ 
iiicted with the consumption some time 
he died, which increasea upon him till h< 
He had his senses perfectly to the last, a 
tained his confidence in God, and a full 
ranee of eternal life. He died at Wilminj 
North Carolina, on the 23d of March im 
Was buried in the Methodist meeting. house 

2. Bennet Kendrick was borji on the soul 
of Roan-Oak river, in Mecklenburg count] 
ginia. He entered on the travelling plan ii 
and died on the 5th of April 1807 at E 
Crosland's, between the Chawraw hills and 
Bluff on Pee-Dee river in South-Carolina 
ing travelled from the time he was rccei 
conference, within a few days of 8 years 
was a serious, pious young man ; much d 
to God, and diUgetvtly engaged in the w 
the ministry^ He nv«is ^^i^it^Vej ^^\^tbw 
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much beloved for his works' sake wiierever he 
laboured. He was much engaged with God in hi» 
. Ijftst sickness^ and was comfox'table and happy in 
his death. 

.: 3. Henry Willis was a native of Brunswick 
county, Virginia. He began to travel and preach 
the gospel in 1778, and located in 1790. lie tra- 
velled 12 years only. Some time after he was lo- 
cated, he was again put on the minutes as a su- 
pernumery, and had some nominal appointments, 
put never after filled the place of a. preacher in 
■\ any circuit, but followed his own domestic busi- 
ness regularly ; and preached on Sundays whexx 
. tie could conveniently. He was a* sensible and. 
. lively preacher. He was greatly attached to the 
\ Iravelling plan, even when he was not able to 
r fill a station. He was much devoted to God in 
: the close^f his life, and very happy in God at 
I ' the last. The end of that man was peace. 
. 4. Richard Swain was a native of New-Jersey. 
He began to travol in 1789, and after travelling 
. about 19 years, he died on the l7th of January 
', 1808? His ministerial labours were principally 
'confined to the state in which he was born. H^ 
travelled a while in Connecticut, and then re- 
turned to New-Jersey. He was beloved by the 
brethren, and was useful in the ministry. The 
last yeai*s of his life he was very infirm, and 
much afflicted ; and at last died in peace. 
. . We added to the society 7,406 members this 
year. Although our increase was not as great 
this year as it had been in some of the preceding 
years, yet we had great cause to be thankful for 
an increase of so many thousands. 
. In the month of May we had our fifth and last 
General Conference, and as we made some alter* 
ations in our rules and discipline, it will be ne- 
cessary to take notice of Ihem ul VJol^ ^^t^. 
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The first alteration is respecting the general 
conferences in future, and as the change is very 
considerable, I will insert the rule at full length. 

Q. " Who shall compose the general confer! 
once, and what are ihe regulations and powen 
belonging to it ?* 

A. 1. •^ The general conference shall be com- 
posed of one member for every five members of 
each annual conference, to be appointed byseni- 
orit^ or choice, at the discretion of such annoal 
conference : yet so that such representatives shall 
have travelled at least four full calender year» 
from the time that they were received on trial bf 
an annual conference, and are in full connection 
at the time of holding the conference. 

2. The general conference shall meet on the 
first day of May, in the year of our lord 1812 in 
the city of New- York, and thence forward on 
the first dav of May once in four years perpeto- 
ally, in such place or places as shall be nxed od 
by the general coiiference from time to time ; bat 
the general superintecdants, with or by the ad- 
vice of all the annual conferences, or if'^there be 
no general superintendants, all the annual con- 
ferences respectively shall have power to call a 
general conference, if they judge it necessary st 
anytime. 

3. At all times when the general conferenceis 
met, it shall take two-thirds of the representa- 
tives of all the annual conferences to make a quo- 
rum for Iransacting business. 

4. One of the general superintendants shall 
preside in the general conference ; but in case no 
general superintendant be present, the general 
conference shall choose a president protempore. 

5. The general conference shall have full pow- 
ers to make rules and regulations for our church, 

under the following \\m\l^Woivs ^ca^ ^^^\;KV5risvsa&> 

VIZ. 
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1. The general conference shall not revoke, 
alter or change our articles of rehgion, nor estab- 
lish. any new^ standards or rules oi doctrine coh- 
•trary to our present existing and established 
.standards of doctrine. 

2- They shall not allow of more than one re- 
presentative for every five members of the annu- 
al conference, nor al!ow of a less number than 
one for every seven. 

3. They shall not change or alter any part or 
rale of our governm,ent, so as to do away episco- 
pacy or destroy the plan of our itinerant general 
.saperintendancy. 

4. They shall not revoke or change the gene- 
ral rules of the United Societies. 

5. They shall not do away the privileges of 
our ministers or preachers of trial by a commit- 
tee, and of ati appeal. Neither shall they, do 
aWay the privileges of our members of trial be- 
fore the society, or by. a committee, and of an 
appeal. 

6. They shall Hot appropriate the produce of 
the book concern j or of the charter fund, toanv 

fmrpose other than- for the benefit of the travel- 
ing, supernumerary, superanuated and worn- 
out preachers, their wives, widows and children. 
Provided nevertheless, that upon the joint recom- 
mendation of all the annual conferences, then a 
majority of two-thirds of the general conference 
succeeding, shall suffice to alter any of the above 
restrictions." 

Our connection having spread very extensive- 
ly, and the number of our prea,chers being much 
larger than they were formerly, it was thought 
best to make some new regulations about our ge- 
ineral copferences in future, and the foregoing. re- 
gulations were agreed to, by which meau^ ^^^^ 
part of the connection would \wl\^ ^ ;g!t<i^^^'siW2fc>- 



350 A suoitT tfisrcwr [IMfe 

able number of preachers in the general confer- 
enee. The Baltimore and Philadelphia confer- 
ences will no longer include more than half the 
members of the general conference. At this cott- 
ference was made the nevr rule for the ordination 
of local preachers. Formerly they were to Gave 
their recommendation signed by nine travelling 
preachers, before they could be ordained. The 
rule being changed, it now stands thus r " The 
bishops have obtained liberty, by the suflfragcsof 
the conference, to ordain local preachers to tfe 
ofiice of deacons ; provided their characters diss 
in examination, and obtain the approbation or the 
yearly conference, with a testintionial from the 
quarterly meeting of their respective circuits, at' 
ter proper examination, signed by the presiaent, 
and countersigned by the secretary.^ 

There was a new regulation made at the last 
general conference in section 5th of the second 
part, in " raising annual supplies for the propa- 
gation of the gospel and for making up the allow- 
ance of the preachers.^' That part which is ncW 
is contairted in these words, '" Every annual con- 
ference has full liberty to adopt and recommend 
\sueh plans and rules, as to them may appear ne- 
cessary, the more effectually to raise supplies for 
the respective allowances of the preachers. 

" If the respective allowances are not raised as 
provided for^ the connection shall not be account- 
able for the deficiency, as in a case of debt/* 

Before that time \Ve had but one rule in every 
place for I'aising money j but now each annual 
conference may choose a plan of their own for 
securing the funds necessary to meet the regular 
demands of the preachers within it's owil limits. 

At this general coYvl^te.\\c:e/\X.\N?LS iboaghtbest 
for Dr. Coke to be noXotv^cx ^^t\i\^^T^^%.%^%\. 
perintcndant of tYie mt^\vQd:\^\.^ Vo. \Xa X^^^ 
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States. He had married in England, and taken 
regular appointments from the British conference, 
.and of course could not attend to America ac- 
cording to his former engagement. We there- 
fore concluded toenter him on the Annual Minutes 
thus : 

*' Dr. Coke, at the request of the British Con- 
ference, and by the consent of our General Con- 
ference, resides in Europe : he is not to exercise 
the office of Superintend ant among us, in the 
United States, until he be recalled by the gene- 
ral conference, or by all the annual conferences 
respectively.^^ 

The General Conference elected another Bi- 
shop, and William M^Kendree of Virginia had 
a large majority of votes. On Wednesday the 
18th day of May 1808, Bishop Asbury preached 
an ordination sermon in Light-street Church, 
from 1 Tim. 4, 16. I'ake heed to thyself, and un- 
to thy doctrine. After sermon William M*Ken- 
dfee was ordained a .Bishop by the laying on of 
the hands of Bishop Asbury, and four of the old-' 
est travelling preachers present, which were, 
Freeborn Garrettson, Philip Bruce, Jesse Lee, 
and Thojnas Ware. 

There was a good deal of peace and union 
amongvthe preachers at that gener^il conference ; 
and there were ISO travelling preachers who 
"were members of that conference. Mr. M^Ken- 
dree had been a travelling preacher just twenty 
years when he was ordained a Bishop. Most of 
the preachers returned from ihat conierence well 
satisfied with what. was done while we v^er6 to- 
gether. 

From all that I could learn from different parts 
df our connection there was a. wonderful t€.vvvtsi 
of religion niter the PreachcT^ t^\\it\Skfc^Vcwss.'^^ 
general conierence to thek drcavls. ^\cL'C^^ '^'^ 
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r 

of New -York there was a very great revi 
religion ; mauy souls wiqjte brought into f 
with the Lord, and scdres of members wej 
ded to the society. In the city of Philade 
there was a considei*abIe stir of religion 
people were frequen(ly converted, and joint 
society. 

Tlie Camp -Meetings were greatly owne 
bonoared of God in dinerent parts of the coa 
and very few if any were more favoured 
one thai was held at Boheamy, on the £i 
Shore of Maryland, where the slain of the 
were many, and some iscores of sinners 
converted during the meeting. From that 
many returned home happy in God, wh< 
neither sought nor found religion before. Ii 
we could hardly hear from any of our prea 
or people who lived at a distance^ without 
ing of the prosperity of religion. 

I will mention a revival which took ph 
the Penitentiary in Richmond Virginia, i? 
there were about ISO prisoners at hard laboi 
a term of years: Some for murder in the si 
degree, and others for forgery, connterfi 
money, stealing horses, breaking open he 
&c. In Virginia freemen are not ban j^ed fo 
thing except murder in the first des^-ce. 

In the month of April this year, Mr. 
Mead, who was stationed in Richraond, t 
to ftreach in the penitentiary, and from that 
h^rovided preaching for the prisoners on i 
Sabbath ; some times he preached, and at • 
tiihes he en^ged other ministers to preaeh ai 
theim.' Withal, he gave th-m some small b< 
and lent them othei*s on religious subjects., 
'short time the good effects were seen, and i 
of the prisoners began to V^eeij freely u 
preachings And tW coxmcWoi^ ^\ wxsa.^ 
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deep and lasting. At one time when there was a 
considerable melting'y^iimonff the people, the 
preacher proposed for all who were willing to 
offer tiiemselves as candidates for heaven^ to sig* 
nify it by standing dp : ar few of them arose fronfi 
their seats immediately. At another time it was 
proposed by the preacher for all of them^ who 
were truly desiroas of obtaining religion to come: 
forward and kneel down and he would pray for 
them ; several came forward and appeared to be 
much-distressed on the account of their dns : and 
afterwards their number increased from time to 
time, until their convictions were accompanied 
with loud cries to God for mercy, , while some 
Were exclaiming against themselves as the worst 
of siriners^ and labouring under awful apprehen- 
dons that there was no mercy for them. But in 
a short time some of them were happily con- 
verted to God, and gave a very satisfactory ac- 
count of a real change of heart. The convictions 
of others were greatly increased, so that at times 
the greater part of tne prisoners have been seen 
coming forward and kneeling down to be prayed 
for. Prayer was attended to by them, in their 
own rooms ; and they were 'frequcntlv engaged 
in singing psalms, hymns and spiritual son^s, as 
well as m praying in their lodgings, unii( tho 
whole circular building was made to, resound 
with the praises of God. As the number of coii- 
verts increased, the preacher advised the be- 
Kevers to form themselves into a society, to help 
each other on in their way to heaven ; about twen-» 
ty joined together at that time. Soon after that,^ 
they had about thirty of the prisoners united to-r 
gether, vvho were happily converted to God, ac- 
cording to their own profession, and the judg^ 
ment of their preacher. I visited them myself^ 
aod Ulked with ipapy of ftieuv, uxidi ^w^"^ :^^V 
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doubt of the reality of their profession of faith in 
the Lord Je^us Christ. 

In 1809 we had the usual number of confer- 
ences: 

The 220th conference was held at Liberty hilf, 
in Tennessee, on the 1st of October, 1808. 

The 221st, at Liberty chapel^ in Georgia, on 
the 26th of December. 

The 222d, at Tarborough, on the 1st of Feb- 
ruary 1809. 

The 223d, at Harrisonburg, on tUfi secajpd o( 
March. 

The 224th, in Philadelphia, en the 2d of April 

The 225th, in New- York, on the JOth of Sky 

The 226th, in Monmouth, (Provipcaof MaiBc) 
on the 15th of June. 

We took in several new . ctrcuits this year; 
in the Western conference we took in 9 ; Wa- 
tauga, Tennessee Valley, Elk^ Dickson, Gretn 
river, Fleming, Cold Water, White Water ^vA 
Leading creek. In the southern conference 4 ; Ai- 
covi, Ocmulgce, Congoree and Waterret. .In. 
the Virginia conference 2; Straits and Grttn 
Mountain. In the New- York conference .4; 
Courtlandt, PowncCl, Detroit and Three Rivers, 
In the New England conference 4; Portsmouthy 
Booth Bay, George-town and Industry. 

We admitted i03 young preachers upon trial 
this year ; and lost out of the travelling connec* 
tion forty-four. Forty located, three died, and 
the wother was expelled. Those who died were 
Edmund Ilenly, Leonard Cassel!, and Henry 
Martin. . 

1. Edmuncl Henly was a native of Person 

county, North Carolina. He began to travel in 

:i803^ and after travelling and preaching for a lit- 

tie more than five y eats ^ \\e dXa^ vci ^^^.^^.e on tii0 

Soth day of Augast tSOS, 
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For some time before his death he appeared to 
have an impression en his mind that the time 
of hi^ departure was at hand. A few weeks 
before he died, he went home to his father^s^ 
erected a stage at the grave yard, and preach- 
ed to his old friends and acquaintances. Af- 
ter his death he w^s carried ho^ie and buried 
there. He was about thirty years of age. He had 
professed sanctification for several years. . He 
was very serious and very circumspect in his be- 
haviopr. He exercised great patience in his last 
sickness ; and at times he would exhort and pray^ 
Bhout and praise God, to the last of his life. 

2. LeonarS CasseU, was born in Frederick 
county in Maryland. He was of Germaij paren- 
tage. Inearly life, through the ministry of the 
Methodists, he embraced the religion of Jesus 
Christ. He began to travel in 1802, at which 
time he was not 18 years old. He continued to tra- 
vel xind preach for upwards of six years before he 
died. His last station was atFell's-Point, where 
he died of the yellow fever on the 26th of Septem- 
ber 1808. He was respected for his gifts and pi- 
ety, and his loss in the church was much lament* 
ed. 

S, Henry Martin, was a native of New-Hamp* 
shire, a young man of a ^ood character, both as 
a christian, and as a minister. He possessed a 
clear understanding, and a sound judgment in the 
holy scriptures. He was diligent, laborious, and 

Persevering both in his private and public duties. 
le begaii to travel and preach the gospel in 1805, 
and continued therein about three years and a 
half, and then died on the sixth of December 
1808, on Parker's Island in George Towil, near 
the mouth of Kennebec river. 

According to the returns ol tti€.\xto^xs Xw^^is. 
minutes^ we had added 11043 mem\>t.xsV» ^^^ '^^^ 
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cicty in the course of the year which ended atthc 
coiiteroncc hoid in Jane last, 1809. 

Since the b *ginning of the present year we 
have had a pleasing prospect of religion^ in va- 
rious parts ot the United btates : and the accounts 
f)oth verbal and writen from various persons, as^ 
sure us that souls are coming to God by hundreds. 
At one camp-meetingheld near Lynchburg in Aa- 
gu^t, it was supposed that as many as eighty souk 
were converted to God from the beginnnigtothe 
close of that meeting which lasted only a few 
days. Soon after that the work of God revived 
in the town of Lynchburg, and in the codrse of 
one week, it was thought that as many as eighty 
or ninety souls were born again. Such a won- 
derful display of the power and presence of God 
in the conversion of souls had never been known 
in that town. 

On the lOth day of October, another camp- 
nioeting began at Abner Early's about 18 miles 
from Lynchburg, where the people were more 
highly favoured of the Lord than usual. There 
was an account kept of 162 persons who professed 
to be converted during that meeting, which began 
on Tuesday and ended on Monday following. 
.Many other meetings of the same kind have been 
held in Virginia, where there has been from 
twenty to fifty persons converted at a meeting. 
The work has prosjpered in many places at pray, 
er meetings and class meetings. Some sinners 
have been brought to God in the fields, or in the 
woods, or when riding on the road. The chris- 
tia?is themselves have been greatly quickened^ and 
several of them have professed the perfect love 
of Cod, and have been able to rejoice ever morc^ 
pray luithout ccaaingy and in every thing give 
thanks. 
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After the annaal minutes for 1809 were pub- 
Cshed, Joseph Everit died./ He was born in 
Queen Ann's county in the state of Maryland^ 
on, the 17th 4ay of June 1732. He was converted 
on the 13ih of June 1763, while alone in his own 
htnise. After a short time he became a backsli- 
der, and lost his religion. He remained in a 
backsliden state near 17 years. He became ac- 
quainted with the Methodists in Delaware state 
in the beginning of 1778, and by their preaching 
tie w^as once more stirred up to seek the Lord, and 
311 the 6th day of April in the same year, the Lord . 
>nce more forgaye his sins. After some time he 
joined society with the Methodists. It was not 
long after that, before he began to exhort in pub- 
lic nxeetings, and obtained license for that pur* 
pose. On the first day of October 1780, he left 
Eiome and went to Dorchester circuit to preach, 
and travelled there four weeks. After a short 
bime he returned to the same circuit again. He 
was ordained deacon at Abingdon on the lOtb 
day of May, 1786. He was ordained elder in 
Philadelphia on the 25th of September 1788.— 
He was a travelling preacher for more than 28 
years. The last five years he was entered on the 
minptes ^^ a superannuated and woi'n-out preach- 
er.^ He was confined to his bed only a few days, 
th^ greater part of which time he was slightly de- 
lirious ; but even then his mind was constantly 
in pursuit of the one thing needful. On Sunday 
morning, which was the last day of his life, when 
hi« pulse had entirely failed, he was quite recol* 
lected, and remained so to the last. At nighty 
being sensible of his approaching dissolution, he 
took leave of some friends who were present ; af. 
ter which he slept some time. About midnight 
he awoke agitated from head to foot He raised 
bis hands as if he wished to clap them^ andbe^^xv 

Ff 
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and continued for about 25 minutes to shout Glo- 
ry ! Glory ! Glory ! till h<5 ceased to shout and 
ceased to breathe. He died on the l5thof Octo* 
ber 1809, in the 78th year of his age. 

A lAst of the Numbers in Society in the JJrdtti 

SiaieSy with the increase and deer cane for 

each year ^ from 1771 to 1809, including 

39 ycarSy zcith the number of circuits 

and travelling preachers for 

each year. 



he year 


No. in sodely 


Increase 


Decrease 


No. of 
circuits 


No. of' 


1771 


316 










1772 


500 


184 








1773 


1160 


660 




6 


10 


1774 


2073 


913 




10 


17 


1775 


3148 


1075 




10 


2Q 


1776 


4921 


1773 




11 


25 ' 


1777 


6968 


2047 




15 


37 ■ 


1778 


6095 




873 


17 


29 


1779 


6577 


24^2 




20 


49 


1780 


8504 




73 


• 20 


42 


1781 


10,539 


2035 




25 


55 


1782 


11,785 


1246 




26 


60 


1783 


13,740 


1955 




35 


82 


1784 


14,988 


1248 




46 


84 


1785 


18,000 


3012 




52 


105 


1786 


18,791 


791 




66 


118 


1787 


25,873 


7082 




G5 


ISl 


1788 


.S7,35i 


11,481 




85 


166 


1789 


43,265 


5911 




97 


196 


1790 
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mber of Members iri the Methodist Society in 

1809. 

;al in Britain and Ireland, 157,921 

in the West-Indies, 12,*)8 

in the British dominions in America^ 1121 
Gibraltar and Africa, 40 

in the United States of America, 163,638 

al number of the Methodist society 
throughput the world, . 354,628 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

•I 

Hit Conclusion. 

AS I have frcaucntly spoken of Camp-MteU 
inffs in the preceding pages, it may be af ler- 
vice to raauy of the readeri of thti work, who 
have never been at a meeting of thif kind^ to 
have a description of them. 

1. With regard to the laying out the grouod: 
we. have two, threCi or four acres of landclMr- 
ed of the under growth, in an oblong sqotrc, 
sufficient to hold as many tents as will be erect- 
ed. We then have the front of the tents on i 
line on each side, and at each end. Baek of the 
tents wc have a place cleared for the carriages to 
stand, whether tney be waggons, carts, or rid- 
ing carriages ; so that every tent may have the 
carriage belonging to it in a convenient positimi. 
Just back of the carriages we have the horses 
tied and fed. Before the tents we generally have 
the fires for cooking, and to help in giving light 
at night to those who are walking about. Bot 
when it is not convenient to have the fire in the 
front of the tent, it is placed behind it. 

2. We have one or two stages erected ; if we 
have two, one is near the one end of the ground, 
and the other near the opposite end ; but both 
within the lines whereon the tents are fixed. At 
each stage we have a sufficient number of seats 
to contain the principal part of the attentive bea- 
rers : who are requested to sit according to oar 
form, the women on one side, and the men on 
the other. The stages are placed at such a dis- 
tance from each other, that if necessity should re- 
quire it, we might pv^^cYv ^\. t;ju^lv ^tage at the 

game iimc. Or in ca^^ l\v^^^ i^^viX^ >a^ ^. ^^-^ 
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iegrec of life and power among the people at 
>iic stage, we might without interrupting their 
devotion in singing and praying, withdraw to 
the other stage and preach to as many as might 
ivish to hear. 

3. We have the ground within the tents illu- 
[pinatcd*at night by candles, which we fix to the 
stage, the trees, and other places prepared for 
the purpose. These candles, with the light of 
the hres, keep the whole ground sufficiently illu- 
oiinated. On some occasions, I have seen at 
these meetings as many as 120 candles burning 
at the same time. These lights in a dark night, 
when the evening is calm, add greatly to the so- 
lemnity of the meeting. 

4. We generally appoint a guard, or watchj of 
a sufficient number of men, and request them by 
turn to walk all night through and around the in- 
eampnient, to prevent disorderly persons. from 
doing mischief, either in disturbing the people^ 
or their property. 

• 5. We proceed in our religious exercises as 
follows : soon after the first dawn of day, a per- 
sion walks all round the ground in front of the 
tents, blowing a trumpet as he passes ; which is 
to give the people notice to rise; about ten mi- 
nutes after the trumpet is blown again with only 
one long blast ; upon which, the people in all 
their tents begin to sing, and then pray, either 
in thcFr tents, or at the door of them, as is most 
convenient. At the rising of the sun a sermon 
is preached, after which wc eat breakfast. We 
have preaching again at 10 o'clock, and dine 
about one. We preach again at 3 o'clock, cat 
supper about the setting of the sun, and have 

E reaching again at candlelight. . We generally 
egin these meetings on Fridays, and continue 
ibcm until the Monday foWowm^ t^iQ^aX>JciR.^^5^- 

Ff2 
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die of the day. I have known these meetings to 
continae without any intermission for two nights 
and a day, or longer. The people beins conti- 
nually engaged in singing, praymg, preaching, or 
cxhoiiing without any cessation. 

But these meetings are varied, both with re- 
gard to the form and duration^ according to the 
^*adgment of the preachers who attend them. I 
lave known some Camp-Meetings to continae 
eight or ten days. Indeed these meetings have 
never been autnorized by the Methodists^ either 
at their general Or annual conferences. They 
have been allowed of; but we, as a body of peo- 
ple, have never made any roles or regulations a- 
30ut them ; we allow our presiding elders and tra-* 
veiling preachers to appoint them when and 
where they please, and to conduct them in what 
manner they thinlc fit. Of course the form of a 
Camp meeting, as given above, is not the form of 
all the meetings of the kind, but of such as Im;« 
self have regulated or attended. 

In this History there is such a collection of 
facts « and such a clear, plain, and fultjaccount of 
the MethodistSy that he that runs may read, and 
he that reads may understand that tne Lord has 
done great things for us,^ whereof we are glad. — 
It will here be se^n, that from a very small be- 

f;inning, we have grown to be a numerous people, 
n 1771 we had only 316 members in society ; in 
1780 we had 8S04 ; in 1790 we had 57,621 ; in 1800 
we had 64,894 ; and in 1809 we have 163,038. 

In 1809 bishop Asbury collected the names of 
all the Local Preachers in connection with the 
Methodists ; and, according to his account, there 
were 1610 local preachers in the United States. 

I wish that we may increase in grace^ as fast as 
we have in numbers. 

¥i^\«* 
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Massachusetts: 
feerzaleel Fuller Attlebo. 



Calvin P. Fuller do. 
Philip Fuller do, 

Thomas Fuller do. 

Zelotes Fuller do 

Polly Guzfield do. 

Joseph Gould do. 

Moses prentice Belchert. 
Nathan Brownwell Brimf. 
Allred Bliss Eehoboth 
Benjamin Fuller do. 
Tirhotby Perry do. 

Stephen Hvvit Taunton 
Dier Pratt do. 

Able Bliss Wilbraham 
Abraham Avery do 
John Kneeland do. 

Per sis Stebbins do. 

Rhode- Island* 
Henry Hawkins Cumberl. 
Mathewson B. Lock.v;rood 
Nicholas Brown Gloucest. 
Jeremiah Manton Johnson 
liloyd Beall Newrport 
Shubal Cady Providence 
Wm.'P' R. Benson do. 
William Hinman do. 
Mo wry Randall North-Pr 
Ezekiel Whipple do. 
Thomas Whipple do. 
James Brown Siiiithfield 
Benedick BurJin^ame' do. 



Simon Irons Smiihfild 
Nathaniel Mo wry do. 
Lusiaa Windsor do. 
Wm- Fletcher Warwich 
^jicholas Gardioer do. 
Nehemiah Jenks do. 
Arnold Manchester do. 
Thomas Slack do. 

Resolved Wateaman do. 

Connecticut, 
David Baits Ashford 

Cyrus Daw do. 

Jeremiah Mumford do. 
Joseph Work do. 

Allen Barnes . Bozrah 
Ambrose Coleman Colech^ 
James Hammond Ellingt- 
Sophia Steel do. 

Amaziah Fillmore Frank. 
Comfort D. Fillmore do. 
John Howard Groton 

Ralph Hurtbllti do. 
Vine Stoddard do. 

ElizurBellJr. Hartford 
Rev. Elijah Hedding 6 



Charles Treat do. 

Gordon Wells do. 

Dudley Birge HebroiSi 
Daniel Burrows do. 
Eleazer Puiier do. 

Niel Robertson do. 

Henry P. Sumner do. 12 
John Be«L\,l^ ^^^-ViWA^^ 
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Isaial Bolles New-London 
George Culver do. 

Richard Douglass do. 
Lodowick. Fosdick do. 
John P. Frett do. 

David Frink, jr. do. 
John H. Frink do. 

Hezekiah Goddard do. 
Eraetus Hyde do. 

Jirah Isham do. 

David Johnson do. 

£. Learner do, 

James Lee dd. 

Isaac Rogers do^ 

Asa Spencer do. 

Isaac Thompson do. 
Rev. Isaac Bonnej Norw". 
Noah Perrin Poilifret 
Rev. Nathaniel Chapen 

fUnion 
Alden Blodf^et Stafford 
John Goodwill Willington 
John Salter c^, 

Charles Beckwith Windh. 
James Moore VVaterford 
Wait P. Green Pownal, 

[VermoHt 
New-York, 
Thomas Kirk Brooklyn 
Stephen DandoNew-York 
Abrahjun E. Brower do. 
Israel Dissaway do. 

Methodist Library do. 
Abraham Russel do. 
Rev. Daniel Smith do. 
Joseph Smith do. 

Robert Sands Rhynebcck 
Rev. Freeborn Garrettson 

New-Jcrsetf, 
Vfm Mc'CoIlough Asb.e 



Rev. Thomas Bodd 56 
Rev. Samuel Badd \% 
Rachel Sandford Bercea 
William D. Sandford do. 
Wm. S. Brooke Bridget. 
Gurtis Edwards do. 
Rev. Michael Swing Cum. 
JBliasIiQwel Fairfield 

Jeptha Abbott Glouceslsr 
Bdward Beaton . do. 
John Code do. 

Rev- Moses Crane do. 
James Elliott do. 

Edward Hay do. 

Malachi Horner do. 
William Mitchtf^U do. 
Robert Newell do. 

Restore Turner do. 
Susannah Turner do. 
Cornelius Wiltsee d';. 
SamuelSeagrave Mannin. 
William C. Dor^ej do. 
Patrick Fields do. 

Thomas Stevenson do. 
Lewis Ashton Monmouth 
Stephen Burkalow do. 
Eiihu Chadiek do. 

Eleson Covert do. 

Lewis Garetson do« 
Humphrey JefFry do* 
Michael Maps do. 

Rev. James Moore 10 
James Morris do. 

Richard Rogers do. 
Abner Tharp do- 

John Thogmorton do. 
John Borman MorriB 

GeojgeDills do. 

ZibaHazen do. 

Joseph Baker Penns-neck 
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John Forion Penns-neek 
William Gregory do 
Benjamin Harvey de 
Peter Hickman do 
Vining Hill do 

Joseph Jaquett do 

Mary Popner do 

John Price ' do 

Joafit Nieakirk^ Pitts-rro. 
Levi Alberson Salem 
Andrew Alston do' 
John Asfaton do 

Daniel Clifton do 

Sarah English do 

Rev. Wm. S. Ferker 
IsaacFord do 

George Horner, jr^ do 
Isaac C.Jones do 

Amelia Lauderback, do 
William Lummis do 
John Mink do 

Jacob Mulford do 

William Muiford do 
Thomas Murphy do 
James Newell do 

James Patterson do 
William Pedrick do 
l^icholas Peterson do 
Joseph Price do 

John Smith clo 

John Smith do 

James Stiles do 

William Scrimple de 
George Thomas do 
William Tread way do 
Michael Walker do 



Enos Woodruff do 

George Baneh art, Sussex] ThdmasMurphy 

Samuel Bradford do 

Samuel Bradford do 



John Cummins Sussex: 
Christian Cummins do 
Matthias Cummins do 
Philip Cummins do? 
James Drake do 

James Egburt ditto 

Conrad Emery ditto 

Benjamin Freeman ditto 
Nancy Green ditto 

William Hillyer dHt6 
John Park ditto 

Andrew Rose ditto 

Joseph Tindall ditto 

Samuel Tomlinsoo^ Hope* 

Penosylvcma, 
John Widney, jr. Concord 
Hugh Linn. Jr. Franklin 
Charles Widney, ditto 
Rev. Thomas F. Sargent 

Delaware^ . 
Rev'. Solomon Sharp, MiU 

Ufarvkuid, 
Providence Baker, Balti. 
Richard Colvin ditto 

James C. Dew ditto 

John Diddep ditto 

George Earnest ditto 
Rev. Daniel Fidler ditto 
Robert Fisher ditto 

Prudence €rough ditto 
Levin Hall ditto 

Samuel Harden ditto 
William Hawkins ditto 
Joseph Jamison ditto 

Philip Littig ditto 

Mary Ann M'Clure ditto 
Gilbert Middleton ditto 

ditto 
Joseph Owens ditto 

George G. Prcsbut^ »\x . 
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Daaiel E. Reese, Baltimb. 
Jesse M. Sherwood ditto 
Richard A. Shiplej ditto 
Kti Sixnpkins ditto 

Job Smith ditto 

Kebecca Smith ditto 

Rev. John Valiant ditto 
Peregrine Welsh ditto 
James Williams ditto 
William Woods .ditto 
John Brown, Centre- Ville 

representative in Cong 
Thomas Cecell, Centre-V 
Luther L. Cox ditto 

John Hackett, jr. ditto 
Wm. Hackett ditto 

Wm. Harper ditto 

Benjamin Hatchison ditto 
Daniel Morris ditto 

John £. Spencer ditto 
James B. Williams ditto 
William Wren ditto 

Samuel T. Wright do 
Dr. Edw.White,Camb. 12 
Wm. Harris, Chester t. 6 
Kidd Morsell, Prince-Geo. 
Henry Wilson drtto 

District of Columbia. 
William Doughty- 
Andrew Mc'Kelden 
Thomas L. Mc'Kenney 
Rev. Richard Parrott 
Rev. James Smith 
Rev. James Saunders 

Ftrginia, 
John C. Cousins, Amelia 
Thomas Coverly ditto 
Henry H. Southall ditto 



Tandy Key/ Albemarle 
Walter Key ditto 

Pleasant Dawson, Amhe. 
Joseph Kenneriy ditto 
HugQ Norvill ditto 

Benam/ni Stone ditto 
Edmund Williamson ditto 
Russel Goss, Bent^Creek 
Henry M Beddon ditto 
Rev. John Belleu ditto 
Dancey Perman ditto 
Thorn. Booth, Brunswick 
Henry Abernathy ditto 
Richardson Brown ditto 
Frederick Burdge ditto 
Jesse Coe ditto 

Reuben Cooper ditto 

Alexander Dameron ditto 
Rev. Wm Elliott ditto 
John Fletcher ditto 

Wm^Gholson ditto 

James Gunn ditto 

Richard Hall ditto 

William Hammond ditto 
Benjamin Johnson ditto 
Benj. Johnson, jr ditto 
Rev. Edwin Johnson ditto 
Henry Johnson ditto 

John M. Jordan ditto 

Benjamin Lashley ditto 
John P. Malone ditto 
Thomas Malone ditto 
Judith Mason ditto 

David Merideth ditto 
William Merideth ditto 
Rev. Henry Merritt ditto 
Mathew Myrick ditte 
William Palmer ditto 



Elijah Brown, Albemarle David Pilkington ditto 
Ana Key dittolRey^ Josiah rhillipa ditto 
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Janies Wychc, BrunswJ 
Rev. William Barnes do 
\Vm. Pritehett ditto 

Wm. Quarles ditto 

Charles Ridont . ditto 
John Rogers ditto 

genry Rose dittd 

ev. John Shell ditto 
Phebe Rhodes ditto 

Thomas A. Stroud ditto 
Lucy W. Weaver ditto 
William Wiiker^on ditto 
Peter P. Wycho ditto 
Rd. Anderson, Buckingb. 
George Christian ditto 
William F. Davis ditto 
Samuel Du Vail ditto 
Wiatt R. Gilbert ditto 
Zadock Lackland ditto 
Henry Lewis ditto 

Robert Pattisoa ditto 
William Staples ditto 
John M. Walker ditto 
Jesse Walton ditto 

Richard Anderson, ditto 
Susannah Ishell, Caroline 
Richard Petross ditto 
Elijah White ditto 

£dw. Burnett, Chester^ 
Rev, Thos. Anderson, jr. 
Rev. John R. Bradley do. 
Henry Bridgewater ditto 
Thomas Cheatham ditto 
John J. Kleinhoflf ditto 
Levin Landrum ditto 
Rev. Hezekiah Mc'Lel- 

[land ditto 
P. Poindexter ditto 

Joseph Prince ditto 

James Winfree ditto 



VaL Winfree,Chesterfkld 
E Boulding, Charlotte 
John Fennell ditto 

Anthony Phillips ditto 
John Spencer, ditto 

Thomas Wood ditto 

Jacob Bransford, Cumber. 
Benjamin Bransford ditto 
Noton Goodman ditto 
Rev. Wm. Spencer ditto 
Edmund Brown, Campb. 
Rev. Abner Early ditto 
George Jude ditto 

James Lashells ditto 

Georce Martin ditto 

JohnPoeter ditto^ 

Benjan-iinCook, Franklin 
Richard Mitchell ditto 
Rd. Cornet^j, Culpepp€£ 
Wm. Booth, ' ^{)inwidie 
Robert C. Booii|^ ditto 
David Browder "t ditto 
Wra. Crowder b ^itto 
Paton Daniel - ''-'^'^- 



Peter Epes ^^^ 

John Fraiser, 3r. <i^- 

Thomas Leach dh q 

David Miller diti 

John Mitehell ditto 

John Perkins ditto .. 

John P. Pool ditto 

Peter Pride ditto 

Baker Rather ditto. 

Enpch Rather ditto 
Rev. Henry Reese ditto 6 

Matilda Reese ditto 

William Rivers ditto 

C. B. Rives . ditto 
Rev. Richard Rives dlii(^ 
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Wood Tucker ditto 

John Watkins ditto 

Joseph Whitehead ditto 
Wm. Blake, Gloucester 
Hichard C. Jones, ditto 
John Stubbs ditto 

Edwin Clark, Greensville 
James Clark ditto 

Edwin Cook ditto 

Foster Cook ditto 

Uriah Cook ditto 

Williaofison Bonner ditto 
JVlathew Davis ditto 

Lewis Dupree >ditto 

Thomas Dupree, Greensv. 
James C. Fennelb ditto 
Edmund Heath ditto 3 
Rev. William "W. Hen- 

[dridk ditto 
lrvioT**£«s ditto 

ftev. 3.a«b M'Kendree 

•0,1^'TMoorc ditto 

*r j^lfn Peterson ditto 

rW> %s Spencer ditto 

.iddAI Whfttington ditto 

^cnjUris Whittiugton ditto 

inry Wjche ditto 

Wjlnny Leak, Goochland 

AJ. B. Ferguson ditto 

'^David Anderson, Hanpv. 

John M. Anderson ditto 

Pines Allen Henry 

William F. Mills ditto 

John Travis ditto 

William Moore, Halifax 

Asa Barnes, Lunenburg 

Rev. Thomas Adams do 

John 151-ackwcll . ditto 



Mary Davis Lunenburg 
Rev. John Christian ditto 
Vincent I nee ditto 

Rev. John Fritchett ditto 
Betsey Smith ditts 

Winnifred Wallace ditto 
Rev. Stephen Jones ditto 
Thomas Jordan ' ditto 
John Marshall ditto 

Sterling Niblett ditto 
John Ogburn ditto 

Samuel Peace ditto 

Wm . B urd, Lynchburg 
Shubal Barnard ditto 
Thomas Cohen ditto 

Wm. Go8S» Lynchburg 
Christopher Druramond 
James Gilliam ditto 

Rev. William Heath 4 
Rev. S. K* Jennings ditto 
John F. Lamb ditto 

Rev. Wm. P. Martin do 
David Mason ditto 

James C. Moorman ditto 
Benjamin Mosby ditto 
Owen Owens ditto 

John Pointer ditto 

Henry Priddy ditto 

Philip Rhor ditto 

Robert Rutherford ditto 
George See ditto 

William Sumpier ditto 
Rodirick Taliaferro ditto 
William Tardy ditto 

John C. Taylor ditto 

Townsel Trustlow ditto 
John Wiatt ditto 

Thomas Wiatt ditto 



Jeremikb Burnett d\tto\C>AMJe\V Williamson ditto 
John Barnett jL\uA^^*^^^^^^^^^>»^^ ^<^ 
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John H. Word Lynch 

Parson Wright ditto 

Bcv. Thomas P. Ander 
[son, Louisa 
'Rev, Henry Fry, Macli8<rt) 
. John AigooJ^ MacUin- 

^ [burg 

George R. Edwards ditto 

Samuel Holmes ditto 

Hjsy,, Charles Ogburn do 

John Ogburn ditto 

SamueJ Simmons ditto 

Edmund Taylor ditto 

CorneliHsBuck,Manches 

Edward D. Diggs ditto 

Nathaniel QuarTes ditto 

Nicholas Mills, Manches. 

Henry W. Wills, Isle of Robert Vanabfe ditto 



Viticite Hart, King & Q, 
John Hemingway ditto 
Barbary Edwards, K. W 
William Nunn ditto 

James Powell ditto 

Henry Timberlook ditto 
W^illiam G. Waters ditto 
John Curie, New-Kent 
George Rueland ditto 
Samuel Keioingham ditto 
Gilliam Booth, jr. Notta. 
Rev. Peter Robinson do. 
Littlebury Royall do 6 
James Carney Norfolk 
David Duke, Nancymond 
Abi'aham Norfleet ditto 
Jane Meridi'th, New-G. 2 
Benjamin Payne, Nelson 
William Murrill ditto 
William L. Watts ditto 
Spotswood Garland do 6 
Rev. William Wright 6 

G g 2 



Joel Brown, Petersburg 
Rev. John Cox ditto 

Rev Benjamin Devany do 
Joseph Gray ditto 

Clement Hawks ditto 
Edward Lee . ditto 
Edward Lee, jr. ditto 
Nathaniel Lee ditto 

Peter M'Colock ditto 
Jones Mitchell ditto 

Mathew* Murray ditto 
Bur well Rossell ditto 
Rev. Pleasant Thurman 6 
William Weeks ditto 6 
VVm. Liffoni Prince-Edw. 
Rev, Robert Carter do 6 
Francis A. Martin ditto 



Tho's Lewis, Prince-Gee 
James Perkins Prince-G. 
Rev. Au^Udtin- Heath do 
Christopher Procter ditto 
Nathaniel Raines dittd 
Peyton Rives ditto 

Jedutheu Cart^r^ PittsyL 
Reuben Smith ditto 

Rev. Elisha Maxey, Pow- 

[hatan 6 
Rev. Jesse Nicholson, 

fPortsmouth 
P^ggySanford, Prince W 
John Spindle, Spotsylvan. 
Eneas Foster, Richmond 6 
Rev. Charles Callaway do 
Mosby Pulliam ditto 

Enoch Sullivan ditto 

Richardson Taylor ditto 
Jo»hua West ditto 

Jesse Battfe, Southampton 
JBenjumvu^«crt^\K. fie«« 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



Elizabeth Gary Southam Wm Parrjr ditto 

JoiinP. Richardson ditto.GidionRatcrifl^Williams- 



[burg 
North-Carolina , 
John Robiiis Bertie 



Jj:}ie King Surry 

Kev. James Hill ditto 
Daviil Gravesj Sussex 
William Graves ditto jTho's Windsor, CasweB.^.! 
Rev. William Burge do Gabriel Lea do 

Duke W. Davis, Franklia 



Benjamin ChappeiT ditto 
George Dillard ditto 

Rev. James Gibbons ditto 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



Patsey Gilliam 
Wm. C. Goodrich 
Wilkins Harper 
Rev. Joseph Hiit 
Thomas Hunt 
Thomas Hunt, jr. 
Ann HuBon 
George Jones .• 
Rev. Booth Malone ditto 
Wm. Malone ditto 

Robert Moore Sussex 



John Massenberg 
John Parham 
Thomas Parham 
John Pennington 

Marcus Pennington ditto 
Rev. Thomas Porcl ditto 

George Rives ditto 

Rev. James Rogers ditto 

Augustus Sh^nds ditto 

Rev. Tho'sSh^nds ditto 

Rev. Tho's Shands ditto 

Wm. Shands ditto 

John Smith ditto 

Wm. Thornton ditto 

Rev. John Weaver ditto 

Wm. Wilburn ditto 

Keuben Williams ditto 
Benjamin Huley Essex 



Benjamin Odam Gates 
Winburn Jinkins do 
Richard Stanford (mem- 
ber of Congress) 
Rev Daniel Southalldo 
~.... John Gullett Guilford 
ditto James Hanner . do 
ditto Levin Kirkmaa do 
ditto Andnevir MGee do 
ditto Edmund Taylor, Granvill 
Robert Jones, JunV do 
William Moorei, Hertford 
Etisha L.awrence Hert. 
Willafred Horton do 
Jesse Yeates do 

Isaac Foster, Murphris- 

[borough 



ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto! 



PbiUp Mmn 



Patrick Brown do 

Edward Kelbee do 6 

Thomas O'Dwyer do 

Joseph G. Rea do 

Rev Samuel WeUs do 6 
Seth Peebles, Nartbampt 

James Barrett do . 

Isham Fennell do 

Benjamin Fox do 

Charles Harrison do 

Thomas N. Hosea do 

Rev John Moore do 

Richard Putney do 

William Richards do 



I 



SUBSCRIBERS NaMES. 



Sterling Ruffii>, Rocking- 

[ham 
John Seagroves Surrey 
William Smith do 

Charles S. Tucker do 
Janres Tucker do 

WiHiani Tucker do 
Joseph Finney db 

Jacob Harrid do 

John Kelley do 

John Day Stokes 

Wiley Jane do 

James Kelley Wilka 

Kancy Reynolds do 
Polly Reynolds do 

Henry Robinson, Warren 
Joseph F. Dickinson, 

. Winton 6 
J araes H. Keys Warren 
William Matkina, Orange. 
Eli Terry Rutherford^ 

South-Carolina 
Gates Gaff Darlington 
Cornelius Cook do 
Demsy Dowling da 
Benjamin Dubose do 
Joseph S. Edwards do 
Alexander Fleming do 
Dreury Flowers do 
Cornelius Grantham do 
Spencer Barrel! do 
Jeremiah Heath do 
Richard Horn do 

George Hu^gins do 
Johnliuggins do 

Rev Thos. Humphris do 
James Hutson da 

William Htitsoii' do 
Edwin James ' do 

EnosJamea- do 



John M'Crea Darling. 
John Stewart ' do 
Anthony Windham do 
Daniel Windham do 
Elias Windham do 
James Wright do 

Thos. Boone Geo Town 
Archibald Brown do 
John T. Green dx) 

John T. Green do 

Richard Green do 

Jas. Bland Sumter Dist. 
George Bird do 

William Byrd do 

John Campbell do 

Samuel Fraser do 

Thomas M'Crcc do 
John M'Donald do 

Zacbariah Norwood do 
Charles Williamson do 
R. Witherspoon (repre 
sentative in congress) 
Willf.-jmsburg 
Stephen Miller do 

Thomas Lane do 

James Graham do 

John Hickson do 

James Holland Marion 
James Myers do 

Georgia 
S. Lark Augusta 

Abner M^Gehce Elbert 
William Wilkin8,Eatont. 
W. Dcvercux, Milledge- 

. . [ville 
Solomon Betton do 
Abraham Borland do 
Joseph Cowen do 

Richard W, EUl* i^ 



SU0SCR1BJBRS NAMES. 



John Herbert. Milledgev 
Howell Cobb, (represen- 
tative Id congress) 
Abner F(ew£lleu 
Tennessee 
Robert Hill do 

Heiir^" Johnson do 

James Kenan do 

Thomas H: Kenan do 
John Mathews do 

Alex r M*Millian do 
Anthony Porter do 
John H Posey do 

Hubert Reynolds do 
Robert Rutherford do 
William Rutherford do 
Dennis L.. Ryan do 
Francis Smith do 

Samuel ^. Steel do 
Benjamin Tarver do 
Thomas Taylor do 
William Turner do 
Charles Williamson do 



jTho'sOld, WilliaroBon^ 

county % 
LewiA Ashman do 
Robert Davis do 6 

Sterljne Davis do 

David Dunn do 

John Gholson do 

James Goely do 

Abraham ^aury do 
Frederick Peebles do 6 
Turner Saunders, Willi- 
amson county 
Stephen Smith do 

Isham R. Trotter do 
John Watson, jr. dP' 
£dward Washam - Ak 

Ohio \ II- 
Rcvd. Joseph S. Collins, 

ChilJicotbe 
Revd. Samuel Monet do 
William B.utledee do 
Revd. j^dward Scott do 
Revd. Thomas Scott do 
Samuel Williams do 



ERRATA. 

Page IS. line 82, for 1192, read t7C9. 
121 , 17, for Bee, read Pee Dee. 
166, 34 for Tite, read Tait. 
SIS, 16, for Micajivl), read Miefaael. 
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